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Work Performed

Based on the results of the background study, the entirety of the Project Area traversed low to moderate
probability settings for both prehistoric and historic cultural resources. An intensive pedestrian survey
supplemented by 10 shovel tests was conducted for the Project. Shovel tests were excavated to pre-
Holocene sterile substrates (if possible) and generally terminated at an average depth of approximately
28 cm (11 in) below surface but as deep as approximately 50 cm (19.7 in) below surface. Shovel tests
typically contained one or two strata of silt to clay soil ranging in color from brown (7.5YR 4/5) to black
(10YR 2/1) (Figure 15). Shovel tests were generally terminated upon encountering bedrock, which is
consistent with the shallow paralithic limestone bedrock of the Real series (Figure 16) (USDA-NRCS 2020)
(Appendix A). No cultural resources were identified within the Project Area as a result of the investigation.
Based on the results of the investigation, no significant archaeological sites will be impacted by the
Project, and therefore, Pape-Dawson recommends that no additional work is warranted within the Project

Area, as currently defined.

Figure 15. JS02 close-up, facing south.
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Figure 16. JS01 close-up, facing southwest.
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CHAPTER 5: SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Comal ISD retained Pape-Dawson to conduct an archaeological investigation for the proposed Comal ISD
Middle School #8 (Milam Tract) Project in Bulverde, Comal County, Texas. The Project consists of the
construction of a middle school building, sports field complex, water detention basin, portable building
space, water storage tank, and associated driveways and utilities. The Project Area totals approximately
14.1 ha (35.8 ac) for the new middle school complex, which will be located east of the intersection of US

281 and Ancestral Trail.

The Project Area is to be owned by Comal ISD, a political subdivision of the state of Texas. Therefore,
compliance with the ACT, as administered by the THC is required. Consistent with state regulatory review,
the purpose of the investigation was to identify archaeological sites (if present) within the Project Area
and assess the potential for the proposed Project to impact archaeological sites listed or considered

eligible for listing as SALs or NRHPs.

Archaeological survey of the Project Area occurred on October 27, 2020. A total of 10 shovel tests were
excavated during fieldwork in accordance with a research design approved by the THC on October 22,
2020. The survey investigation did not result in the identification of cultural materials or the
documentation of any archaeological sites. Pape-Dawson therefore recommends that no additional work
is warranted within the Project Area, as currently defined. However, if undiscovered archaeological
deposits or human remains are encountered during construction, it is recommended that all work in the
vicinity should cease and that the discovery be evaluated by a qualified archaeologist who can provide
guidance on how to proceed in accordance with applicable state regulations. All records generated for

the Project will be curated at UTSA-CAR.
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