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ABSTRACT 

This report documents the substantive findings and management recommendations of a 

cultural resource inventory conducted by Integrated Environmental Solutions, LLC (IES) 

for the Sparks Drive Connector Project, City of Cleburne, Johnson County, Texas.  Per 

the provisions of the Antiquities Code of Texas, as the project will transpire on land 

owned or controlled by the City of Cleburne, which is a political subdivision of the State 

of Texas, the proposed project will require coordination with the Texas Historical 

Commission (THC) prior to construction.  In addition, as the project will require a 

Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA) permit from the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers (USACE), portions of the project within USACE jurisdiction will also be 

subject to the provisions of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, as 

amended.  All work conformed to 36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 800, and 

13 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) 26, which outline the regulations for implementing 

Section 106 of the NHPA and the ACT, respectively.  

The goal of the survey was to locate, identify, and assess any cultural resources that could 

be adversely affected by the proposed development, and to evaluate such resources for 

their potential eligibility for listing as a State Antiquities Landmark (SAL) or eligibility 

for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  

The cultural resources inventory was conducted by archeologist Thomas Chapman on 

03 August 2017, under Texas Antiquities Permit No. 8126.  During the IES survey, no 

cultural resources were encountered within the 19.1-acre Area of Potential Effects.   

No artifacts were collected as part of this survey.  All records will be temporarily curated 

at the IES McKinney office and permanently curated at the Texas Archeological 

Research Laboratory (TARL).  No further work is warranted.  However, if any 

archeological sites are encountered during construction, the operators should stop 

construction activities, and immediately contact the project environment representative to 

initiate coordination with the THC prior to resuming any construction activities.  
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cmbs due to observed disturbances and the presence of culturally sterile soil.  Additionally, subsurface 

exposures including animal burrows, disturbed patches, and the banks of West Buffalo Creek were 

examined. 
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Figure 5.1:  Archeological Shovel Test Location 

5.2: Indirect APE Assessment 

To satisfy NHPA requirements, visual impacts were assessed.  Historical maps and modern aerial 

photographs indicated the indirect APE was void of historic-period resources.  The indirect effects survey 

verified the indirect APE was comprised of agricultural or open land and did not contain any historic-

period, non-archeological cultural resources. 
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 SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

During the pedestrian survey, 10 negative shovel tests were excavated within the 19.1-acre APE.  

Although the background review identified that portions of the APE contained a moderate to high 

potential for cultural resources, no cultural resources were encountered during the intensive pedestrian 

survey. 

Therefore, it is the recommendation of IES that the Sparks Drive Connector Project be permitted to 

continue without the need for further cultural resource investigations.  However, if any archeological 

resources are encountered during construction, the operators should stop construction activities 

immediately in those areas.  The project environmental consultant should then be contacted to initiate 

further consultation with the THC/SHPO prior to resuming construction activities.   
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