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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY

On June 22, 2017, SWCA conducted cultural resources investigations of the approximately 13.8-acre (5.6-
ha) Bagdad Road at CR 278 Improvements project area (Figure 5). The investigations included extensive
visual inspection with photographic documentation and intensive pedestrian survey with shovel testing
systematically performed throughout the APE.

Visual inspection of the project area revealed significant surface and subsurface disturbances and impacts
to the APE along and immediately adjacent to the existing county roads. Previous and current impacts to
the area include clearing and grading activities, construction of existing roads and driveways, associated
infrastructure installation (i.e. culverts, aprons, ditches), impervious cover, gravel filled areas, residential
development, and overhead and buried utility installations including phone and fiber optic lines (Figures
6-11). One historic-age structure was observed just outside the APE within the southeast quadrant of the
intersection (Figure 12). As previously mentioned, this structure was identified during the historic map
review and appears on the 1962 USGS Liberty Hill Quadrangle map.

The undeveloped portion of the project area is slated for the CR 278 extension new “Park Road”
construction west-southwest of the intersection of the two county roads. This area is within a rocky upland
setting with short to medium grasses and mixed hardwoods (Figure 13). Ground surface visibility was
approximately 40 percent and revealed exposed limestone bedrock, cobbles, and gravels along the ground
surface (Figure 14). Previous impacts within the undeveloped portion include erosion, clearing, two-track
roads, and fence lines. Surface examination of the APE discovered no prehistoric or historic cultural
material within the APE.

Subsurface examination involved shovel testing in settings with the potential to contain buried cultural
materials dependent upon variables such as previous disturbances and the nature of the soils. SWCA
excavated a total of 15 shovel tests (MCC01-MCCO08 and TNO1-TNO7) all of which were negative for
cultural materials (see Figure 5; Table 2). The shovel tests were mainly excavated within the undeveloped
portions of the project area. Shovel tests exhibited shallow brown silty clay containing 10 to 20 percent
gravels and cobbles atop of bedrock. Shovel tests only extended to a maximum of approximately 25 cm
below surface and terminated at bedrock. These excavations exceeded the THC’s standards for projects of
this size.

STANDING STRUCTURE

Located on the southeast corner of the intersection of Bagdad Road and CR 278, the standing structure is a
wood frame structure, probably a barn, in ruinous condition (see Figure 12). Historic aerials show a
structure in this location starting in 1941, so the date of construction is circa 1940 (Figure 15; Banks 2017).
The building is clad with board and batten siding, sections of which are missing. The roof appears to be
metal, most likely gable form and some of the roof is missing. There is a small addition with a metal gable
roof. The foundation is obscured, likely dirt or slab. While historic age, the structure lacks integrity and is
recommended NOT ELIGIBLE for the NRHP.

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

On behalf of LAN and Williamson County, SWCA conducted an intensive cultural resources survey of the
proposed Bagdad Road at CR 278 Improvements Project in western Williamson County, Texas. The work
was conducted as part of the sponsor’s compliance with the TAP No. 8044.
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Figure 8. Overview of APE at Bagdad Road and CR 278 intersection, facing
north.

Figure 9. Overview of APE slated for improvements along western margin of
Bagdad Road south of CR 278, facing southwest. Note active residential
development and profile with exposed bedrock.
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Shovel
Test No.

Pos (P)/

Depth

Munsell

Soil Color

Soil Inclusion

Inclusion

Comments / Reason
for Termination

Neg (N)

Texture Percentage

Types

. Calcium No cultural material
TNO6 N 0-2 é?ZYR g:gxr?h Silt Loam  10-20% Carbonate, encountered.
Gravels Terminated at bedrock.
. No cultural material
: 10YR Very Dark Silty Clay o
TNO7 N 0-25 22 Brown Loam >20% Cobbles encountered.

Terminated at bedrock.
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