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Sitting on a Keg 
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Father Bill, Texas City, and 

a Disaster Foretold 
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most infamous industrial disaster 
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What Texas voters are saying 

about their state as an American 

political battleground 
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Houston 1928: The Democratic 

Convention, a heinous lynching and 

cover up, and one womans lesson that 

some stories can never be told. 

By Anne Sloan 

$22.00 PAPERBACK 

978-1-62288-927-3 

"June 1928. Houston, Texas is 
poised to host the National Democratic 
Convention when a lynching occurs 

six days prior to the political conclave's opening. Fort Worth Star 
Telegram reporter Phillis Flanagan is on the scene and witnesses 
Houston's attempts to rid itself of the shame as 25,000 visitors arrive 
for their four-day visit. Will Rogers, H. L. Mencken, Damon Runyan, 
Louella Parsons, and Will Durant are among the 500 journalists who 
have plenty to say about national politics and Houston residents, as well 
as the city's intolerable weather. During the Convention, Phillis gets an 
inside look at women's struggle to enter politics and Houston's cover up 
of the shameful crime, as she painfully learns that some news stories can 
never be written. 

Anne Sloan' fast-paced Her Choice captures Houston's bigger-than-

life spirit as few novels have." 

-Ann Weisgarber, author of The Promise 

"Anne Sloan masterfully weaves fiction with her knowledge of local 
history in an engaging, whirlwind story that takes readers back to the era 
of the 1928 National Democratic Convention held in Houston, Texas. 
There, old prejudices and new ideas clash as the vibrant eccentric city 
struggles to emerge from its provincial roots. Cameo appearances from 
period celebrities add to the novel's charm. A must-read for all lovers of 
Texas history." 

-Judithe Little, author of The Chanel Sisters 
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MARKERS is an exploration of friendship 
and personal journeys by two public 
historians who first met in 1979 as 
overseers of the Official Texas Historical 
Marker Program of the Texas Historical 

Commission. The "markers" they write about in this collection of reflective 
poetry speak to perceptions of place, memorable characters, life-changing 
encounters, quiet times, and shared perspectives of the past. These are the 
abiding landmarks of two friends who, after only three years as colleagues, 
traveled seemingly divergent professional paths that nevertheless crossed 
many times through the years, always in meaningful ways. Herein are some 
of the many stories they have shared along the way. 

ACOMA PUEBLO, 1978 

If I could drive one road again 
it might be the one up to Sky City 
where women shyly sold pots and 
apple pies from rockbound homes 
with screen doors barely opened 
and their eyes quietly averted. 
We were young then, though, 
and always thought the road would 
stay open, as it has for centuries, and 
we would, no doubt, return someday 
for another touch, another taste. 

Dan K Utley 
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