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High School. Jack was their only child. It was music, in fact, that first
brought Jack and Juarene together. From early childhood, Juarene would
walk or ride her bicycle over to the Bennett house to take piano and voice
lessons from Mrs. Bennett. Combining a natural gift with hard work and
parental pressure, Juarene became Mrs. Bennett’s star student years before
she reached high school and Crawford High’s music classes. Once in high
school, however, she really blossomed, playing recitals, in musical pro-
ductions and was the featured performer at her own graduation. She was
such an excellent student in every other area as well, so much so that she
skipped a couple of grades in elementary school and finished high school
in 1942 when she was still only sixteen years old.

Jack was four years older and had also graduated early, when he was
seventeen in 1938. He was a fine student, but made his mark in Crawford
High athletics. Football, baseball and swimming were his top sports. He
also loved horseback riding and hunting—Juarene loved to ride horses as
well, and both had plenty of opportunities to ride with all the farming and
ranching relatives they each had. After high school, Jack went to Baylor
College (later University). Like so many incoming college students he
had a plan but ultimately did not stick with it. He enrolled in the Bachelor
of Business Arts program with an Accounting major, but after three years
decided to drop out and go to work.

Most of the time Jack had been matriculating at Baylor and Juarene
at Crawford High, the Second World War was raging. Adolf Hitler’s Ger-
many had invaded Poland the year after Jack graduated high school, and
by the following summer, 1940, most of Europe was under Nazi control.
Only Britain still held out, despite the constant pounding from the Luft-
waffe’s bombers. During the summer of 1941, Hitler expanded the war
ten-fold with his massive invasion of the Soviet Union.

As bad as things were going in Europe, it was worse in Asia. The Japa-
nese had invaded Manchuria in 1931, gained control of it—calling it Man-
chukuo—by 1932, and then spent the next decade decimating China. The
Japanese Empire aggressively expanded throughout the rest of southeast
Asia and the Pacific rim, killing countless thousands of people and taking
control of more and more of China, Korea, Vietnam and then eastward
across the Pacific and to the west toward Burma and eventually even India.
Now in alliance with Germany, the only stop to the Japanese advance was
the British, French and Dutch Empires and territories of the United States.
Clearly, Japan had their sights set on those lands as well.

All of these events unfolded for the American people in newsreels and
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