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The Road/rom Nacogdoches to Natchitoches: John
Sprowl & the Failed Fredonian Rebellion
By

RICK SHERROD

A

bit more than one hundred miles of the old EI Camino
Real separated Natchitoches, the most important
ninetccnth century town in northwest Louisiana,
from Nacogdoches, the oldest continuously inhabited city
within the currcnt borders of Texas. The story of each city's
founding is rooted in a fascinating (iffanciful) Caddo legend
about twin brothers. To forestall any future conflict between
the families of his two sons, a Caddo chief instructed the
twins to depart their tribal home on the Sabine. The brother
"Natchitoches" traveled three days toward the rising sun
while the other twin, HNacogdoches," journeyed three days
to the west. In each respective location, both men raised
their families and developed settlements. With sufficient
insulation to prevent frictions over rights to hunting
grounds, "the two brothers remained friendly and the road
between the two communities was well traveled."1
Regular nlovement between the two settlements
continued long after the Indian population of the area had
vanished. In the early-1820s, when the steady acceleration
of Anglo settlement of Texas began, a flood of migrants
traversed El Camino Real, the traditional route to Mexico.
That road ran from Natchitoches, across the Sabine, through
the Ayish Bayou district (today's San Augustine), and on to
Nacogdoches, before turning toward San Antonio and then
across the Rio Grande. Travel between these urban centers
increased as years passed. It was common for migrants to
Texas-especially those who settled in the northeastern
portion of Bexar District in the state of Coahuila y Tejasto oscillate between Mexican and American territory.
Both Moses and Stephen F. Austin used Natchitoches
as a base from which to launch their colonization efforts. 2
Some travelers came to settle northeast Texas, others
to locate 150 miles down EI Camino Real in the Austin
Rick Sherrod is an educator and social studies
department chair at Stephenville High School.
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Colony. In botb locations, many put down roots and stayed.
A smaller number retraced their steps back to Natchitoches,

some so doing after being expelled by the empresarios
from their respective adopted homes, and others taking
flight following failed attempts to cast off Mexican rule and
establish independent principalities. The road to successful
Texas independence ended at San Jacinto when Sam
Houston's vengeful troops overwhelmed the Mexican army
along the banks of Buffalo Bayou. Along that figurative road
there were numerous way stations. Invariably, Natchitoches
became a staging ground for revolutionary undertakings.]
In northeast Texas, there were three failed attempts
to create sovereign polities-the 1811-1812 GutierrezMagee filibuster out of Louisiana; Dr. James Long's 1819
expedition, also entering Texas from the Pelican State; and
a late 1826, early 1827 revolt centered in Nacogdoches
and supported by the Ayish Bayou settlement some thirtyfive miles to the east. 4 This last-named dress rehearsal for
the Texas Revolution sprang from a local power struggle
over who would govcrn the Edwards colony. The Edwards
brothers-Haden and Benjamin-largely directed events,
but some twenty-eight supportive lieutenants played
an important role in the revolt that deeply troubled both
Mexican officials in San Antonio and the greatest of all
the empresarios, Stephen F. Austin. The top leadership
and general contours of this Fredonian Rebellion are easy
to identify. More may be learned, however, by careful
scrutinization of the life of one "middle manager" who
eventually threw support to the Edwards faction. In the
end fifty-year-old John Sprowl, along with his twenty-nine
rebellious compatriots, used El Camino Real to find safety
across the American border in Natchitoches.
John Sprowl (b. abt. 1 775 in Virginia / d. bef. ] 2 February
1835 in Louisiana), was a versatile planter who contributed
greatly to the early growth of the rapidly developing Ayish
Bayou settlement. While Sprowl's participation in the
Fredonian revolt is easily documented, his life before and
after his northeast Texas years have remained heretofore
enigmatic. George Louis Crocket's forty-year-old treatment
of the Fredonian Rebellion briefly acknowledged Sprowl's
importance in the troublesome episode, but Crocket also

10
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concedes, "much of the history of this man is uncertain.
Ultimately he concluded that after the end of the rebellion,
"no further mention of his name occurs in the records or
history of the county. Whether he died or moved away does
not appear. ~'5
Crocket looked only in East Texas. A full and rich
biography of this Fredonian rebel is available when
Louisiana records are added to the mix. Had Crocket
pursued the path frequently followed by the descendants
of the Caddo twins, Natchitoches and Nacogdoches, he
would have discovered the story of a frontier pioneer par
excellence. Moreover, Sprowl's example demonstrates the
extent to which northwest Louisiana and northeast Texas
were connected during the eventful decades of the 1820s
and 1830s. International boundaries notwithstanding, men
like Sprowl moved with abandon, staking out settlements
in both areas and residing in the location that proved most
expedient at any given moment during a time of change,
tumult, and distress.
John Sprowl's story begins in western Virginia where
he was born into a Scots-Irish family. True to his heritageScots-Irish emigrants "were all a border people"6-there
is something profoundly appropriate about the Sprowl
migration out of frontier Augusta County, Virginia to border
regions of Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, Louisiana,
and Mexican Texas. If John Sprowl never remained in a
single location for long, his impact wherever he went was
always significant. He was a force for modernization, earlynineteenth century "style." In every instance, Sprowl's
presence brought agricultural and economic development
to the outer edge of the American frontier. If his more
sedentary children put down substantial roots in northwest
Louisiana, Sprowl's restless entrepreneurial spirit kept him
moving his entire life.
In the mid-eighteenth century, Sprowl ~s father, dubbed
in family lore as "Jackson RiveT John,"? immigrated to
the far western Virginia frontier from County Tyrone in
Ireland. The family patriarch left a paltry inheritance to
his three oldest sons, all of who migrated at the tum of
the nineteenth century across the Appalachians to the
Kentucky-Tennessee border area. In 1799, John settled
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just across Kentucky's southern border in Overton County,
Tennessee. By September of that year, he had received a
personal visit from one of Tennessee's best-loved heropioneers, Tennessee Governor John Sevier who was on a
reconnaissance mission to inspect recently settled areas in
the north central area of the state.
At that far outpost, as a young man in his early-twenties,
John Sprowl set about to find a wife. This he did from among
another group of recently arrived Virginia migrants, the Ned
Irons family.8 In November 1799, Sprowl wed Elizabeth
Irons. 9 Within a decade, thc migratory spirit again overtook
the thirty-four-year-old Sprowl. He relocated to northeast
Alabama, America's newest, most attractive agricultural
frontier. Although no account of Sprowl's migration to
Alabama has survived, he was among thc earliest patentees
in the Madison County community that soon became known
as Brownsboro. lO
If Sprowl'8 successful land acquisitions gave him
some measure of success, his marital fortunes were far less
favorable, but in spite of marital conflict, Sprowl's union
with Elizabeth Irons did produce three children: Sarah Ann
(b. abt. 1800), Mary Margaret Sprowl (b. 1804 / ffi. Daniel
Brown in 1821 / d. 1831), and John Paul Sprowl (b. June 19,
1802/ m. Mahala Brown in 1823/ d. September 8,1843). But
the union binding John and Elizabeth dissolved after seven
years (1799-1806),11 and by 1807, Sprowl was living with a
woman named Rachel Daws or Davis-relevant records usc
both names. 12 In 1822, Elizabeth charged that John "took
up with" another woman-Rachel-around 1806 or 1807
and continued to live with her in Kentucky for about two
years. 13 From there, the couple moved to Alabama where
they lived as husband and wife. Before Rachel's death in
1822, she and John had two surviving sons- Jonathan (b.
1807 in Tennessee J d. 1877 in Louisiana) and William (b.
1821/2 in Alabama / d. 1875). Rachel had not been gone
long before John found a third spouse in Madison County.
There, on April 11, 1822, Sprowl married Permelia Brown
(b. approx. 1786), the oldest daughter of his Brownsboro
neighbor, John Brown (1764-1830). The union curiously
made him brother-in-law to two of his own children.
In August 1822, a mere four months after the Sprowl12
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Brown nuptials, Sprowl's first wife, Elizabeth Irons brought
suit against him. The testimony of prominent Huntsville
brick mason Bird Brandon indicated that Sprowl had sold
his Alabama land and was on his way with all his property
"to some foreign country," by which he meant Mexican
Texas. 14 Sprowl's relocation in Texas came, however, only
after an important Louisiana sojourn.
Meanwhile, on September 10, 1823 Sprowl answered
his estranged wife's charges from Natchitoches Parish,
disagreeing with the complaint, and arguing Hthat there was
no authority by whom [sic] a marriage could be solemnized
in the County of Cumberland, State of Kentucky." In fact,
Sprowl's memory was quite convenient. William Ray,
who performed his marriage to Elizabeth~ was an ordained
minister for the Sinking Spring Baptist Church in Overton
County, Tennessee. 15
Perhaps Ray was not officially
authorized to perform marriages in Kentucky, but such a
distinction, particularly on the frontier, seems one of the
letter-not the spirit-of the law. Sprowl also charged
misconduct, specifically adultery, on the petitioner's part.
He explained that he had taken his three children borne by
Irons and, bearing the full cost of their education, moved
to Alabama. As for Sprowl's departure from Alabama,
he was part of a vanguard of settlers that charted the way
from their Flint River Alabama settlement to Louisiana ~s
Red River Valley. Sprowl was in Louisiana no later than
November 27, 1822, when he paid twenty-three-year-old
attorney-planter Cyrus Ratliff of Feliciana Parish $120 for
a deed of improvement, quite likely for the construction of
a cotton gin. Richard Callahan made the s.aid improvement
on Congress' Land in the said parish of Natchitoches on
the waters of the Ouachita [probably the Red]. "16
Sprowl identified his residence at the timc as
Natchitoches Parish. If the record seems at face value
pedestrian it provides insight into Sprowl's route from
Alabama to Louisiana. It likewise reveals much about his
subsequent movement and activities as he worked his way
toward Texas between late-1822 and 1824. Sprowl was
part of a general movement described early in 1822 by the
colorful Natchitoches doctor John Sibley (1757-1837).
Sibley remarked upon the "'prodigious moving of family
H

l
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and settlers' into Texas. 'I should not be surprised if in 18
months 50,000 Americans should migrate thither.' . . . By
March, Sibley could report that 'the Road by Nackitosh is
full' of Texas bound scttlers."17
Sprowl undoubtedly chose the water route down the
Mississippi River to reach Louisiana. That frequently used
Upathway" led directly to Feliciana Parish (divided into East
and West Fcliciana in 1824). There, Sprowl made personal
contact not only with Ratliffbut several other Felicianansparticularly the Barkers-whose lives were soon tied by
migration and marriage to both John Sprowl and his inlaws, the Browns.
In Feliciana Parish, Bayou Sara, and St. Francisville
were beehives of activity and an cxce]]ent staging ground
for a migratory Madison countian hoping to penetrate the
frontier reaches of northwest Louisiana'5 Red River Valley,
and ultimately beyond to the Ayish Bayou Redlands of
northeast Texas. The parish was a well-known gateway
across the Mississippi River and into north Louisiana.
Sprowl's specific method of negotiating the river is
unknown, but he might have used the ferry owned by
Samuel Barker, whose brother Eldred moved to the Red
River Valley with the Sprowls and Browns. 1R Barker's one
daughter Nancy married Jonathan Sprowl; another, Mary,
wed John W. Brown. However Sprowl and his family passed
over the great river, he was active across a wide area in north
Louisiana before finally reaching his ultimate destination,
Mexican Texas.
John Sprowl ranged across Louisiana long enough to
establish acquaintances wHh influential men in both Rapides
and Iberville parishes. Sprowl's first letter to Stephen F.
Austin, dated August 18, 1824 and sent from "Aish Bayou,"
is a warning about John G. Jackson who "came from near
Alexandra [sic] on Red River, to my neighborhood.~' In
June 1824, Sprowl purchased a horse from Jackson. Writing
to Austin, he declares: "I am told by undoubted authority he
Sd. Jackson must have s[t]ole from Esqr Stokes in the Town
of Rapede [Alexandria]."19 Further evidence of Sprowl's
presence in Rapidcs Parish is found in the November
27, 1822 deed of improvement from Cyrus Ratliff. The
document incidentally notes that Callahan's improvement

14
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March 25, 1820-Madison County, Alabama (above) & June 25,1826Ayish Bayou, Texas (below). Note Sprowl's stylistic idiosyncrasies-the
"J," the flourish above "DO," and the conjoined "S" and "p"
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was "conveyed by said Callahan to said person to Deed
bearing date the 25 th of November instant passed before to
parish Judge of the parish of Rapides:~ Even after his move
to Ayish Bayou, Sprowl retained his Louisiana contacts and
remained oriented toward the Red River.
On July 13, 1825, "Captain John Sprowl" from "Dist.
Of Aysh Bayou" wrote a letter of recommendation for Dr.
Le Hicks to HCol. J. T. Gross" (sic-Jared Ellison Groce).
Sprowl based his endorsement on the testimony of an
Iberville Parish Judge named Dutton. The judge declared
that Hicks was "a physician of talents who wised to establish
himself in this parish, or on your side of the Sabine."20 Thus,
Sprowl's contacts in Iberville and Rapides parishes, not to
mention family members ensconced in Natchitoches Parish,
mark a trail out of Felieiana Parish and ultimately across the
Sabine into Texas.
A Scot-Irish migrant such as John Sprowl fit
comfortably into north Louisiana. Samuel C. Hyde Jr., who
defines "upstate Louisiana" as "the remaining portion of
the state north of Alexandria, as well as the region along the
Sabine River and the Florida Parishes," describes the area
as containing:
Hconsiderable numbers of Protestant
yeoman farmers. By 1850, the white
population of upstate Louisiana consisted
largely of immigrants of Scotch-Irish ancestry
from Georgia and the Carolinas. Even though
upstate farmers maintained significant herds
of livestock, particularly in the north-central
region, cotton farming dominated. ~'21
In addition to this ethnic homogeneity of which the
Sprowls were a part, the religious environment was custom

fit for Scots-Irish migrants forged in the crucible of Scottish
Presbyterianism. Al though traditional Prcsbytcrian i sm,
with its fundamentally urban outlook, failed to adapt as
successfully to frontier conditions as Baptist and Methodist
Christianity, "the Anglo-Celt polity and outlook suffused
those religions and stamped them immutably; Baptistry and
Methodism, on the frontier, were very much Puritanism
reorganized to fit society. The Calvinistic code remained."22

16
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Not surprisingly, John Sprowl's son, John Paul, became a
lay minister in Louisiana's Methodist Episcopal Church.
The conversion of the Sprowl clan to Methodism probably
occurred before the family exodus to Louisiana and Texas
(perhaps in connection to Sprowl's association with the
devotedly Methodist Brown family).
Sprowl's arrival in Texas came hard on the heels of
Mexico'8 National Colonization Law (August 18, 1824), a
declaration that encouraged migration to Texas. By then a
veteran land-trader and pioneer, Sprowl was quick to take
advantage. The Sprowl family was part of the fast-paced
migration eloquently described by contemporary observer,
Alexander Horton (b. April 18, 1810 in Halifax County,
North Carolina / d. January 11, 1894 in San Augustine,
Texas):
"Early settlers of the county were high
minded farmers who did not run here for
crimes, but werc honest industrious men who
came here to bettcr their condition being
actuated by the large amount of land given to
actual settlers, for they gave married men one
league and single men one third of a league.
Many of these early settlers were men of
considerable means.... The early settlers of
San Augustine were as kind and noble a set
of men as ever settled in any country. Their
houses were always open to receive anyone
that might require hospitality.... Everything
went on quietly, the country filling up fast
with good citizens, for I think these the best
body of men that I ever associated with. n23
John Sprowl and his family were firmly established at
Ayish Bayou no later than June 1824, only a few years after
the establishment of the Mexican independence in 1821
and the creation of the Mexican Republic in 1823. 24 Sprowl
selected a location about fifty-five miles west-southwest of
the Red River Valley where his adult children and his Brown
in-laws resided. He chose the brow of a hill two miles east
of Ayish Bayou and west of the ford on Carrizo Creek. 25
There he built Pleasant Grove plantation and rapidly rose to
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positions of political and agricultural leadership, no doubt
bringing with him slaves and knowledge of cotton gin
technology from his Alabama years. Sprowl immediately
became a leading planter-one of the "most prosperous
residents of the region"26-in sparsely settled, but rapidly
growing East Texas. His arrival in Ayish Bayou coincided
with exceptionally high New Orleans cotton prices-35¢ a
bale.
Little wonder that Sprowl's Ayish Bayou neighbors
looked to him to erect a cotton gin so they could exploit
a favorable market. Sprowl willingly obliged. Gin
construction was a tradition within his extended family. He
likely had overseen thc 1822 construction of a gin on the
"waters of the Ouachita," and his Brown in-laws erected a
gin on their own riverbank holdings in Natchitoches Parish. 27
Indeed, Sprowl's November 11, 1824 letter to Nacogdoches
Commandant, Patricio Detora, offbandedly mentions that
he "had just got home [Ayish Bayou] from Natchitoches
with my Cotton Gin and am on the point ofstrting [sic] her,
and my Neighbors are hurieng [sic] me to get thair [sic]
Cotton Gind [sic] for Market.~~28 By late 1824, Sprowl had
the first Ayish Bayou gin up and running along El Camino
Real near his home. He and his neighbors were ready to
profit as slave labor prepared to pick the harvest of 1825.
Other influential area planters, including Elisha Roberts
(b. abt. 1785 on Holston River near Knoxville, Tennessee
/ d. 1844 in Texas) living not far from Sprowl, and John
A. Williams to the west of Ayish Bayou, were quiek to
build gins of their own. In short order, the area enjoyed
the service of several "old Whitney gins with what was
called a diamond press, made with a large wooden screw,
twenty or thirty feet in height, and run down on the lint by
horsepower. The bale was bound by ropes, as iron ties were
not then invented. "29
Economic leadership led to political responsibilities
for Sprowl. He became the alcalde-the title given the
mayor or chief judicial official of a Spanish town-for the
Ayish Bayou settlement. 3o This responsibility was a natural
continuation of the role that Sprowl had played in Madison
County, Alabama where his name seasons the public
record as "justice of the peace. ~~31 An October 18, 1891
18
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reminiscence by Alexander Horton names Sprowl among
··the most earliest settlers of East Texas." Horton's account
also preserves several relevant insights about the role that
the early alcaldes played:
"When I arrived in Texas in 1824 I
found (it) so sparsely settled that there was
no regulations in any legal form. As we had
no knowledge of the Mexican laws we were
a law unto ourselves. But as the country
became more thickly settled it became
manifest that there must be some rule to
collect debts and punish crimes. The people
agreed to elect a man whom they called an
Alcalde and a Sheriff to execute his orders.
The Alcalde's power extended to all cases
civil and criminal without any regard to the
amount in controversy. Murder, thefts, and
all other cases came under his jurisdiction
except divorces, and as the old Texas men and
women were always true and loyal to each
other, divorce cases was never heard of. The
Alcalde had the power in all cases to call to
his assistance twelve good and lawful citizens
to his aid when he deemed it necessary or the
parties required it, and the decision of the
Alcalde and 12 men was final from which no
appeal could be taken, and there was as much
justice done then as there is now and not half
so much grumbling. The first Alcalde was
Baily Anderson~ the next was John Sprowl."32
Sprowl served as the Ayish Bayou district alcalde not
once but twice, in 1824 and 1826, his administration being
interrupted by Bailey Anderson, who defeated the incumbent
Sprowl by a thirty-one to twenty vote in the January 8, 1825
local election.:B
From his position as alcalde and cOlnmunity leader,
Sprowl became a part of the political intrigue that often
plagued Spanish/Mexican Texas. He emerged as a key
leader in the rebellion that broke late in 1826. His Pleasant
Grove plantation even served as rebel headquarters in thc

*

19

FALL

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL JOURNAL

2010

Ayish Bayou area,34 a logical choice since the Sprowl home
had regularly served as the site of official business during
Sprowl's two tenures as district alcalde. 35 The revolt sprang
from a conflict that arose between land speculator and
Empresario Haden Edwards (b. 1771 in Stafford County,
Virginia / d. 14 August 1849 in Nacogdoches, Texas) and
the Mexican government. Much likc Stephen F. Austin,
Edwards had been authorized to plant colonist in the fertile
vacant spaces ofMexican Texas. The April 15, 1825 Edwards
Grant near Nacogdoches soon became home for some fifty
families drawn largely from Mississippi, the same location
from which Edwards himself had most recently come.
The midwife of the Fredonian Rebellion was growing
tcnsion between settlers new and old. Although Edwards
had governmental approval to plant up to 800 families in
his East Texas bailiwick, the Mexican government expected
him to honor all previous Spanish or Mexican land grants and
claims cstablished prior to his 1825 arrival. To address the
matter, Edwards issued an October 15, 1825 proclamation
requiring proof of all such claims. Otherwise, properties of
delinquent claimants would be offered up for sale. "A very
considerable number of Mexican holders of lands in East
Texas had never completed their titles to the farms they
occupied, and in consequence could not establish their right
of ownership. "36 Predictably, a sharp division began to form
between Edwards and those settlers whose presence long
predated his own.
Local politics split along partisan lines. The December
1825 election of alcalde in Nacogdoches became a
revolutionary flashpoint. Family loyalty played a pivotal
role. Edwards favored his son-in-law Chichester Chaplin
over opponent and longtime area resident Samuel Norris.
When Edwards certified the victory of Chaplin, Norris
appealed to San Antonio. In March 1826, Governor Jose
Antonio Saucedo reversed the election results, officially
installing Norris. To occupy his office, however, Norris had
to rely on support from local militia-an act that inspired
John A. Williams to write indignant 1826 letter to Austin. 3?
Williams was not a voice crying alone in the wilderness.
Haden Edwards' brother, Benjamin, wrote to "Colo
STEPHEN F. AUSTIN" from Nacogdoches on July 12,
20
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1826 declaring: "I returned to this place about the 1st of
April last; and, much to my astonishment and mortification,
found everything in disorder and confusion in this section
of the Province. . . . I have now been here thrce months
and upwards, hoping that order and confidence would
be restored to this distracted community." He vigorously
complained about "additional cause of confusion amongst
the people, and consequent distrust of the rights and security
of Americans on this side of the Sabine river."
Edwards declared that official "proceedings and
decisions" were "incompatibIe with arepub 1ican government,
and contrary to the fundamental principles of the constitution
of the country." He openly worried about the security of his
"person and property," noting that he had "rec'd a lctter
from [his brother] Haden Edwards at Natchitoches." Haden
requested Benjamin "to take charge of his colony until his
return." Moving to closure, Benjamin implored Austin to
remedy "the unfortunate misunderstanding ... between you
and my brother." Edwards further affirmed to Austin that
he had "received an assurance" from Haden "that therc was
no disposition on his part to commence hostilities, and that
he had on the contrary desired nothing more than a friendly
understanding with" Austin. 38
Austin listened to both sides of the story. One of the
loudest voices was Jmnes Gaines's. Ironically, the Sprowls
got to Texas from Louisiana by crossing the Sabine River
at Gaines's ferry on El Camino Real. Later, a decade after
the Fredonian Rebellion that Gaines resisted, Gaines served
on the very committee that crafted the Texas Declaration
of Independence. In 1826, however, blood ran thicker
than water. Gaines's brother-in-law was Samuel Norris,
alcalde of Nacogdoches by Mexican fiat. On August 21,
1826, Gaines soberly warned Austin that "something like
a Revolution has been aimed at and probably yet on foot."
About two weeks later, Norris similarly cautioned Austin
that "from the present state of affairs our strength is verry
[sic] divided. . . . It appears that you had no confidence
in the proper authority of this place."39 Reports about
political frictions, plus continuing complaints about Haden
Edwards's administration of his colony, led to the October
2, 1826 revocation of the Edwards Grant and his expulsion
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from Texas.
This meant the loss of some $50,000 that Edwards
had already invested in Texas, as well as the cancellation
of claims by those settlers that Edwards had persuaded to
move in 1825 and 1826, a reversal that Haden Edwards
and his brother could ill-afford. Staging a kangaroo court
with the fecI and texture of burlesque at its best,40 Benjamin
Edwards saw to the arrest of Norris and local militia chief
Jose Antonio Sepulveda. He also arrested his own brother.
Haden.
At the November 22 nd trial, not a single accuser charged
the empresario. As for Norris and Sepulveda, both were
found not only guilty of abuse of their political and military
power but worthy of death. The sentence was softened,
merely disallowing Norris and SepuJveda from holding any
future local public office. Nevertheless, if Edwards and
his supporters took comfort in the rapidly shifting balance
of power, they were soon distressed by the news that the
Mexican government was sending Lieutenant Colonel
Mateo Ahumada to Nacogdoches to take control.
Edwards enlisted the help of Martin Parmer, the selfproclaimed Colonel of the militia between the Trinity and
the Sabine. The two men looked to nearby Ayish Bayou
for additional support. Most residents of this settlement
chose discretion over valor, and struck out east along EI
Camino Real, headed for Louisiana. However, at least some
members of the Ayish Bayou militia, including John Sprowl
and Burrill J. Thompson, rallied under the red, white, and
blue banner of the Edwards brothers. They prepared to make
their corner of Texas the independent Fredonian Republic, a
polity proclaimed on December 16, 1826.
John Sprowl came to support the rebellion with ample
cause. The Norris faction had forcibly entered the alcalde S
office and seized his official papers. Thereafter, Sprowl's
enemies summoned him to trial, but without apprising him
of the charges. In yet a further denial of due process, without
notice of postponement, his accusers changed his trial date.
Little wonder that Sprowl began to fear for the security of
his property.
While SprowPs financial investment in Ayish Bayou
was smaller than that of Haden Edwards, in practical terms
22
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it was no less personally significant. With his Alabama
assets liquidated and all his slaves in Texas, he had reason
to worry about what the Mexican government might do
with his own recently established but untitled land claims
and substantial Ayish Bayou assets, both unmovable and
moveable. John Sprowl's concerns about the disposition
of Mexican authorities toward the Peculiar Institution are
articulated nowhere in Sprowl's own writing, but two letters
dated August 11, 1826 demonstrate the importance of this
matter to the Sprowls and fellow-Ayish Bayou planters.
The correspondence was written against the backdrop of
ominous legislative momentum in Mexico City and the
creation of a new constitution. Among other things, that
document promised to rescind the reluctant toleration
of slavery that the Mexican government had heretofore
extended, particularly to the Anglo settlers of Texas. 41
From San Felipe de Austin, a discouraged Jesse
Thompson wrote to Sprowl: HI have been Enjoying myself
as well as any man on Earth could in my circumstances,
until I have acquired the disagreeable information of the
Government within the last Twelve Hours, relative to the
prohibition of slavery within this Colony." This "leaves
no doubt on the subject upon whitch I Fell [feel] my self
Entirely ruined from the moast [sic] flatering [sic] prospects.
. . . 1 am compeled to injoin secracy [sic] on your part.... 1
wish you to consult your interest and do accordingly as you
may think best Theare [sic] is hardly any room for doubt on
the subject of our having to relinquish the right of slavery."
In a postscript, Thompson reaffirmed: "1 again Enjoin it on
you as secracy [sic] not Let your best frends no [sic] it at
least the negroes might get hold of it and you no [sic] the
nature of a greate [sic] many people. ~~ Under the same cover,
another of Sprowl's trusted friends, J. C. Payton, asserted:
"I have nothing more to communicate than is in the above
[Thompson~s letter] whitch [sic] is reather [sic] unpleasant to
me who have a knowledge of the most provable fact." 42 For
Sprowl and other east Texas cotton planters, the prospect of
financial success in the Mexican Republic began to dim.
Sprowl took the warnings from Thompson and Payton
seriously enough to spread alarm among Ayish Bayou
residents. In an August 21, 1826 letter from James Gaines in
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Nacogdoches to HCol. Steven F. Austin," the former declared:
HSprowls prohicied [sic] that one half of
your Colony and the people here would be out
of the Country he was asked If they would be
drove out he answered no they would go out
of their Own accord I insisted on knowing
If it was anything that might Effect the
Government or the interest of the people he
[Sprowl] Refused to answer me But Told Mr.
Thomas It was the subject of Slavery and that
no hope remained on that Subject thereby
Creating much Rumor."43
For Sprowl, preservation of slave property became worth
the risk of revolt. He no doubt believed the odds were on the
rebels' side. Sprowl was well-acquainted with the historical
backdrop of the West Florida Revolt of 1810 only sixteen
years before. In 1822, he had passed through Feliciana
Parish, the very center of a successful coup that overturned
impotent Spanish rule in Nueva Feliciana and led to the
establishment of an independent if short-lived West Florida
Republic quickly absorbed by the United States. If a decrepit
Spanish regime could not retain the Florida Parishes, Sprowl
must have believed the Fredonian cause would enjoy similar
success. Moreover, when all was over but the shouting, he
might well be elevated both personally and politically.
Austin himself took the rebels very seriously, and
opposed them in the strongest terms. In late-December
1826, he composed a "list of the members of the Conference
Meeting of Nacogdoches" which included HHaddcn Edwards,
Benjamin W. Edwards, H. B. Mayo, Joseph Antonio Huber,
John Sprowl, William B. Ligon, Burrill J. Thompson, Martin
Parmer, President, Richard Fields and John Negro Legs."
Austin also somberly observed: "A friend writes to me from
the Sabine River, on the 14th of December, 1826" about "the
revolution at Nacogdoches.... I cannot detail in a letter all the
resources they have already at command; but I am convinced
that they are sufficient to destroy the whole country between
the Sabine River and Saltillo. "44
Meanwhile, Austin implored the Fredonian rebels
to cease and desist. His words for Ayish Bayou leader
24
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Burrill Thompson were exceeding harsh. "That man, Burril
Thompson, has entirely deceived me; when I knew him in
Missouri, he bore a good character; but, it seems that he has
joined those rebels who are attempting to take the law into
their own hands, and I have nothing to say in his behalf,
further than that he has turned crazy and is surrounded by
crazy people. "45 On December 14 and 24, 1826, Austin
wrote John A. Williams accusing the revolutionary party of
personally,
Hjeopardising the prospects of hundreds
of innocent families who wish to live in peace
and quietness in the country__ .. Should the
conduct of the new Emigrants in the infancy
of their settlement be such as to convince the
Government that in their manhood they will be
turbulent and disobedient, it will crush them.
. . . What influence are acts of this outragious
[sic] character calculated to have on the
minds of thc members and on the decission
[sic] of the slave or any other question
. .. I am in the highest degree displeased
at Burril J Thompson .... No matter what
N orris may have done the party who entered
Nacogdoches have done as bad and are liable
to heavy punishment. . . . You must humble
yourselves before the Government and that
immediately. "46
Austin's admonitions for John Sprowl were far more
temperate. On January 1, 1827, he courteously and earnestly
wrote:
HDear Sir, I have been very much
concerned at the State of things in your part
of the country. . . . As an American I feel
a lively and warm interest in every thing
that concerns Americans, and as a Mexican
I am bound by my duty, honor and every
obligation that a man ought to hold sacred, to
be faithfull [sic] to this Govt. and to the true
interests of this nation- I hope therefore
that you will not consider me as intruding my

*

25

FALL

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL JOURNAL

2010

advice upon you improperly, and that you will
understand and appreciate the motives which
influence me in offering i t - I wish to serve
my adopted country, and at the same time to
befriend my native countrymen living in your
section of Texas, and I flatter myself that both
these objects can be effected if you will all
listen to reason and take the Law Justice and
virtue for your guide which I have no doubt
you will do- I know nothing positive as to
the particular acts of oppression or injustice
which you complain of against the local
authorities of Nacogdoches If report is to bc
believed you have cause to complain against
thc local authorities, but my Dr Sir the local
authorities the Alcalde of Nacogdoches is
not the whole Gov!. ... I use the word rebel
because communications have been sent to
this colony by a few misguided persons of
Nacogdoches which speak open defiance and
rebellion against the whole Mexican Govt...
. Nothing can possible [sic] result from such
mad proceedings but the total ruin both in
character and property of every man engaged
who has any of either to loose, and it is a duty
that you and every good man owes to himself
publically [sic] to declare his disapprobation
of all attempts at rebellion against the Govt.
The letters that have been written here state
that you are all United and determined to set
up for yourselves and form a New nation
to be composed of Indians etc. etc-and
it is therefore your duty to make a public
declaration of your sentiments."47
An alliance with the Indians was, in fact, part of the
Fredonian plan. On December 20, 1826, the rebels sought
to forge an agreement-a solemn Union and League and
Confederation in Peace and War-with the disaffected
Cherokees living to the north under Richard Fields and John
Dunn Hunter. Taking advantage of Cherokee dissatisfaction
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over denial of land titles and coaxing them with promises
of dividing Texas between Anglos and Indians, leaders of
the revolt struck a short-lived agreement that they hoped
would create a force strong enough to repel the advancing
Mexican army.
They never got the chance since the revolution died
stillborn without as much as the firing of a shot. The
collapse of the rebellion occurred on John Sprowl's very
property, "two double log houses and other out houses. "48
Crocket, declares: "It was at or near his place that the
Fredonian company was surprised and captured by Stephen
Prater and Alexander Horton with a company of settlers
and Indians. "49 The seventeen-year-old Horton, who would
later become Ayish Bayou sheriff (1831-1835) and aidede-camp for Sam Houston during the Texas Revolution,
joined with Prater only after the vast majority of the Ayish
Bayou population had rejected Haden Edwards's ultimatum
to support the Fredonian rebels or suffer banishment and
confiscation of their property. In a late nineteenth century
reminiscence, Horton explained "every citizen of this
county with the bare exception of Edward Tee! and myself
fled across the Sabine, and it did seem as if all was lost."
At that critical moment, Prater, an old Horton family friend
and veteran of Andrew Jackson's campaigns, arrived at the
Horton homestead about two miles north of today's town
of San Augustine. Seven Anglos and seventy-five to 100
Indians, well prepared for war, accompanied Prater. Horton
recalled:
HWhen he rode up to my mother's house
he called me out and said, 'not run away yet?'
I told him I had not left, and did not intend to
leave. He then said, 'are you willing to join
us and fight for your country?' I told him I
was. 'Then,' said he, 'saddle your horse and
follow me, for I intend to take that Fredonian
garrison in the morning or die in the attempt. •
I at once saddled my horse, shouldered my
rifle, and fell into line. "50
That same evening, Prater and his brigade marched to
within 100 yards of the fortification at the Sprowl plantation,
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where two companies of volunteers recruited from the U.
S. occupied Fredonian facilities. Prater's force dismounted
and waited for daylight. The following morning, Prater
served notice to his company that he intended to take the
place "by storm but that they were not to fire or kill anyone
unless fired on first." At the order to charge, given when
Prater's forces were about fifty yards from the fort, "the
Indians raised the war whoop, and it was so terrible that the
Fredonians threw down their arms and begged for quarter,
which was at once granted. They were all disarmed and put
under guard."
The following day, when Edwards's troops from
Nacogdoches came to Ayish Bayou to implement the
appointed confiscation, Prater's solders immediately
arrested the rebels. News of the Ayish Bayou capitulation
quickly reached Haden Edwards in Nacogdoches. He
"and the rest of the party fled to the United States, across
the Sabine River at Richard Haley's crossing."51 Their
destination was the benign surroundings of Natchitoches.
Meanwhile, the rebels inAyish Bayou who did not escape
received kindly treatment. Dr. John Sibley, a participant in
the failed Long expedition of 1819,s2 indicated as much in
a February 18, 1827 letter from Natchitoches. He wrote to
the "Honble. Stephen F. Austin at Nacogdoches," where
the empresario had accompanied his own mounted militia
and the Mexican anny sent from San Antonio to quell the
rebellion. Ironically, Sibley declared, "I am happy to hear
of the Restoration of tranquility at Nacogdoches.... There
never was a more silly, wild, Quicksotic [sic] scheme than
that of Nacogdoches, and all sober honest thinking people
here view it in the same light." In a postscript, Sibley offered
revealing information about how the government handled
the Fredonian rebels: "Note. your expressions of Lenity
[sic] towards the Prisoners"-the proclamation ofa general
amnesty_Hare humane to the Extream [sic], the Crime of
high treason could in no Govt be passed over so lightly. "51
Tn this whirl of events, the precise fate of John Sprowl
is not entirely clear. When the garrison at Ayish Bayou
fell, Sprowl nlay have been with Edwards in Nacogdoches.
After all, at over fifty years of age, perhaps Sprowl left the
confiscation and coming battle to younger, livelier men.
28

*

The Roadfrom Nacogdoches to Natchitoches

Wherever he was when Prater's forces overcame the Ayish
Bayou garrison, as one of the named leaders of the rebellion
Sprowl suffered banishment along with better-known
men of higher rank. After the revolt, Sprowl disappears
completely from the Texas public record. In fact, Sprowl,
his wife Pcrmelia, and their family returned to northwest
Louisiana. There, for the past half decade, other members
of Sprowl's extended family had been carving out an
increasingly comfortable existence within U. S. boundaries.
Indeed, some Natchitochians even lived in Louisiana
but owned property across the international border. It
made good sense since the Ayish Bayou District was "the
stronghold of American immigration to Texas."S4 Moreover,
the geographical continuity ofnortheast Texas and northwest
Louisiana is affirmed by a host of similarities, particularly
in soil and vegetation. Even today, other than the obligatory
welcome signs, there is little to suggest that one has crossed
from one state into another on a westward drive down
Highway 6 from Caddo Parish, Louisiana, across Toledo
Bend Reservoir, and into Sabine County, Texas. J. Fair
Hardin concluded that Hthe physical make-up of the region~~
forms "'an unbroken union with identical formation and
growth that stretches far into East Texas on the West," an
area that consists of "an ancient cypress-covered bayou bed
that later became a chain of lakes, the largest of which is
now called Caddo. ~'S5
Consequently, Haden Edwards and his co-conspirators
operated with equal ease on either side of the border.
Natchitoches was a logical haven for refugees retreating from
the failed rebellion. As testified in the 1827 correspondence
of rebel leader Burrill Thompson to Stephen F. Austin, the
city of Natchitoches along El Camino Real was the specific
retreat of all thirty refugee rebel leaders. On February
3 rd from the "Parrish [sic] of Natchitoches," Thompson
expressed concern over rumors that the reinstated Norris
administration '"would give 3 or 4 of The Prisners [sic] for
me." Two weeks later, Thompson wrote again to Austin
from Natchitoches, attributing the recent trouble and
confusion in East Texas to "the Imperfect manner of the
organization of the government" and Uthe management of a
few Ignorant Designing men without Principle and with out
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laws, men who wished to show their Power and acted with
more Tyranny." In an impassioned conclusion, Thompson
declared:
"Hearing I am threatncd as one of the
Promoters of the Rebellion, I shall not Return,
untill [sic] times can be Better Regulated, I
should be glad to see you and Think if! could
or was orthised [sic] That I could Bring the
Party That is on this side to a compromise,
Provided They could be Pardoned for their
offence, and I think all But the Edwards would
be glad to Return to that country Provided
they could Do It in Peace-I am settled 20
miles from the sabine [sic] But would meet
you There at any Time [desired] and I Do not
Hesitate in saying that [I can] Bring all the
Party, (and There is near 30 men) to Terms
of Peace Provided It is by your Request and
that of the officers of the army I should be
glad you and your Brother could come and
spend a few Days with us. "56
Of the thirty that Thompson called "the Party," many
never returned to Texas. John Sprow] was among that
number. Ironically, and contrary to Thompson's prediction,
Haden Edwards did, but only after the Revolution of 1836
began. Edwards made a home in Nacogdoches where, until
August 14, 1849, he lived out his years. In 1836 Thompson
also returned to Texas where he purchased a tract of land
formerly owned by Natchitoches resident Joshua Blair on
the Palo Gaucho Creek some twenty miles southeast of his
former home at Ayish Bayou. 57
Chichester Chaplin-one of the thirty-accompanied
his father-in-law Edwards to Natchitoches and began
a successful judicial career, serving successively as
Natchitoches Parish justice of the peace, parish probate
judge, and finally judge in the newly formed parish of
Claiborne (1828). Chaplin eventually returned to Texas
in t 833 or 1834, but spent his remaining years, like the
descendants of the old Caddo chief, moving back and forth
between the Lone Star and Pelican states. Meanwhile,
30
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his son, Chichester, Jr. became a prominent Natchitoches
attorney and was retained by the widow of Yale medical
school graduate Dr. Edward Sprowl (John Sprowl's
grandson), for services in a heated and protracted legal
battle over the Succession of Mahala Brown Sprowl. 58
Surprisingly, Samuel Norris, who wrested the alcalde~'
office from Chichester Sr., also moved to Natchitoches
Parish. 59 He is found in the 1830 parish census about thirty
households distant from the settlement near Middle Crest
Bayou in today's Kisatehie National Forest where John
Paul Sprowl (John's son and Mahala's husband) and several
of his Brown and Barker in-laws resided. Other more
anonymous San Augustinians-plain folk rather than the
planters and politicians involved in the revolt-also moved
into Natchitoches Parish in the 1830s and 40s, including the
Carradines who soon thereafter forged ties of marriage with
both the Sprowls and Browns. 60
If several of the Fredonian refugees eventually returned
to Texas in more tranquil times, John Sprowl did not live
long enough to see the decisive overturn of the Mexican
government. Before their deaths at some point prior to
February 12, 1835, John Sprowl and his third wife Permelia
settled in Natchitoches Parish for the long term. Permelia's
1835 Succession identifies the parish as their final
residence. Nevertheless, Permelia's Succession record,
on the very same page, declares that she was also "late
of the City of New Orleans, deceased."61 This ambiguity
implies that during their last decade together, John and
Permelia oscillated between Natchitoches Parish and New
Orleans. In all likelihood, John continued to engage in the
entrepreneurial and agricultural endeavors that had been his
trademark in Tennessee, Alabama, Louisiana, and Texas. 62
Sprowl's legacy was maintained in Louisiana's
Red River Valley where his three sons-John Paul,6J
Jonathan,64and William 65-developed and managed their
respective, flourishing plantations on the river's eastern
bank dotting a south-to-north stretch roughly a dozen miles
in length on either side of today's small town of Coushatta.
From the death of their father through the antebellum era,
J ahn Sprowl's sons played their part as members in an
ascendant Red River Valley kinship group that rose to planter
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status. Whatever their patriarch-father might have lost in
his failed efforts contributing to the Fredonian Rebellion,
the road baek to Natchitoches was familiar and stood his
progeny in good stead to enjoy a prosperous future, albeit
somewhat cast of where John Sprowl had hoped to make his
final fortune.
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19

Eugene Barker, The Austin Papers, 1146. Sprowl
received his information in a July 11, 1825 letter sent from
John Carr in Louisiana. Carr declared: "Dutton says he has
known him for two years past." Regarding Carr's own character,
Sprowl wrote that there "is no doubt of Judge Carrs being a
man of Honour Honesty and Probity." On September 18, 1824,
Carr was a Natchitoches Parish judge (Nacogdoches Archives,
microfilm reel I8-conveyance documenting the sale by Jacob
Nord to Charles Pavie of livestock, a house on Bayou Pierre, and
furniture). Carr was still a parish judge on September 26, 1826
when the conveyance was officially filed and on February 22
when the "Heirs of James Brown" (including John Paul Sprowl)
divided Brown's estate (Mortgage. Heirs of James Brown to
William Brown, Feb. 22, 1832, Natchitoches Parish Original
20
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Conveyance, Book 3, p. 1, NPC).
21 Samuel C. Hyde Jr., Pistols and Politics: The Dilemma
of Democracy in Louisiana's Florida Parishes, 1810-1899
(Baton Rouge and London: Louisiana State University Press,
1966), 2.
22 T. R. Fehrenbach, Lone Star: A History of Texas and
Texans (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1968),90-91. Cf.
Fischer, Albion s Seed, 615-616.

1.3 See Alexander Horton, A True Account A. HortonPatriot ofthe Republic o/Texas with introduction by Sam Malone
(San Augustine, Texas: S. Malone Printer, 1984), I, 22-23.

Sprowl signed his June 8, 1824 letter to Nacogdoches
Commandant Juan Seguin, as U]n Sprowl, Alcalde" of ~'Dist
of Aich [sic] Bayou." Asbury Papers (box 5, folder 61, item
2-transcribed from the Nacogdoches Archives, Vol. XXV,
9). Sprowl may have returned to Alabama at least briefly in
early-1824. His name appears with John Brown, William Scott,
and William A. Scott as witnesses for the defendant in the case
of John Evans vs. William Scott, Madison County, Alabama
Court Minutes for 1824, Volume 181, p. 77, HPLHR.
24

25
See Alexander Horton, A True Account, 2. In his
reminiscences, Horton precisely located the Sprowl's residence,
noting that it was "on the place where Mr. Alvis now [1891] resided."
Cf. Crocket, Two Centuries in East Texas, 147.

26

George Crockett, Two Centuries in East Texas, 138.

27 Section 22 TRII N R9W. Mortgage, Heirs of James
Brown to William Brown, Feb. 22, 1832. Natchitoches Parish
Original Conveyance, Book 3, p. I, NPC.

211

Asbury Papers (box 4, folder 85, item 181-

transcribed from the Nacogdoches Archives, Vol. XXVI: 187).
29 Alexander Horton identified Sprowl's cotton gin as the
first one built in the area (A True Account, 68). Cf. Crocket, Two
Centuries in East Texas. 86-87.
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Horton, A True Account, 16-17.

31 For example, Case #1728, Madison County, Alabama
Circuit Court Record Book 12, pp. 283-284, HPLHR.

32 "Short Memoirs & Sketches from Old Texians,"
<http://www.tamu.edu/ccbn/dewittlmiscmemoirs9.htm>
(accessed March 19, 2010).

33 Nacogdoches Archives microfilm reel 20 (June 8,
1824); reel 21 (May 1 and July 8, 1825; and March 5 and May 3
and 13, 1826); reel 23 (January 8, 1825).

34 Sprowl writes from "Pleasant Grove" in a March
29, 1826 letter to Nacogdoches District alcalde Samuel Norris
and in a subsequent report sent on May 3, 1826 describing the
activity of area desperadoes (Nacogdoches Archives, microfilm
reel 21).

35 Pleasant Grove was the site where Sprowl took
depositions in the case of Howell Eason v. Elijah Lloyd. There,
Sprowl interviewed Lloyd, Stephen Lynch, Pharaoh H. Midkiff,
and James Odell (Nacogdoches Archives, reel 20-August 13
- 24, 1824). "The house of John Sprowl Esqr" was also where
Sprowl hosted the January 8, 1825 Ayish Bayou election of
alcalde (Nacogdoches Archives, reel 23). Although Sprowl
lost the election, his July 8, 1825 letter to Patricio Detora,
Commandant at Nacogdoches, suggests a reluctance to continue
in the role. Sprowl observes: "let me know what you intend
to do relative to our having an alcalde here if it is your wish
I should act until thare [sic] is another appointed I will do so,
if you will authorize me to do son (Nacogdoches Archives,

microfilm reel 21).
36

See Crocket, Two Centuries in East Texas, 130-131.

37 Eugene Barker, The Austin Papers, 892. The letter
to Stephen F. Austin criticized the administration of the
Nacogdoches District and contained a long list of grievances
with particular emphasis on the actions of James Gaines, who
would oppose the Edwards brothers during the Fredonian

36
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Rebellion.
38 Eugene Barker, The Austin Papers, 1380-1382. Cf.
Crocket, Two Centuries in East Texas, 136.

39 Eugene Barker, The Austin Papers, 1428-1429, 14481449. See also 1146-1148.

Eugene Barker, The Austin Papers, 1513·1522 for
record of the trial proceedings. Cf. Crockel, Two Centuries in
East Texas, 137.
40

41

Eugene Campbell Barker, '"The Influence of Slavery in

the Colonization of Texas," Mississippi Valley Historical Review
11 No.1 (June 1924), 3, 9, 13-17, 35-36.
42

Eugene Barker, The Austin Papers, 1405-1406.

43

Eugene Barker, The Austin Papers, 1428-1429. See

also 1490.

Eugene Barker, The Austin Papers, 1405-1406, 15531555. Cf. Cracket, Two Centuries in East Texas, 144.
44

45

Eugene Barker, The Austin Papers, 1528.

46

Eugene Barker, The Austin Papers, 1532-1534, 1540-

47

Eugene Barker, The Austin Papers, 1555-1556.

48

Eugene Barker, The Austin Papers, 3-4.

1542.

49 George Crocket, Two Centuries in East Texas, 93-94,
148. Cf. Horton, A True Account, 23.

Texas State Historical Association, uThe Quarterly
of the Texas State Historical Association," Vol. 14, (accessed
March 19, 2010) . Cf. Horton, A True Account, 4-5.
50

51

Texas State Historical Association, HThe Quarterly of
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the Texas State Historical Association," Vol. 14 online.
52

Sibley served on Long's Supreme Council of advisers.

53

Eugene Barker, The Austin Papers, 1660.

54

Eugene Barker, The Austin Papers, 160.

J. Fair Hardin, «An Outline of Shreveport and Caddo
Parish History," Louisiana Historical Quarterly XVIII No.4
(October 1835):761.
55

Sf,

Eugene Barker, The Austin Papers, 1600.

57

George Crocket, Two Centuries in East Texas, 64, 73.

Lease, V. G. Sprowl to Joseph Hamilton, Oct. 23,
1871, Red River Original Conveyance, Book A:28, Clerk
of Court's Office, Red RiveT Parish, Coushatta, Louisiana
(hereafter cited as RRPC) and Succession of Mahala Sprowl
(Case No. 1094), Petition of Daniel Brown to Sixteenth
Judicial District Court, March 17, 1859, Natchitoches Parish
Conveyance, Book 3, pp. 120-133, (NPC).
58

United States Fifth Census (1830), Natchitoches
Parish, Louisiana, Schedule 1 (Free Inhabitants) [Ancestry.com,
accessed Dec. II, 2008]. The Norris family was well acquainted
with Louisiana even before some of its members moved to
Texas. Samuel's sister, Susannah-the wife of James Gaineswas born in 1789 Boeuf Bayou in Rapides Parish, Louisiana.
S9

6U Isaac Carradine was living in Natchitoches Parish by
August 30, 1841 when his wife Eliza brought suit against him

for $3,480 at 5% interest (Eliza Carradine v. Isaac Carradine,
Aug. 3D, t 841, Bundle 123 [Case No. 2913], and October 13,
1841, Bundle 142 [Case No. 20], both in Tenth Judicial District,
NPC). Isaac and Eliza's daughter, Sarah Elizabeth, successively
married Henry Brown and William Sprowl.
Succession of Pamela [sic] Brown, Feb. 12, 1835,
Natchitoches Parish Conveyance Book 22, NPC.
61
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62 John Sprowl entry (161.72 acres)~ June 20~ 1837,
aliquot parts 2 and 6, both in sec. 5, T11N R9W Federal land
certificate 2057 (June 20, 1837) for Section 5 ofTllN R9W,
Red River Parish, La. BLM, GLO accessed March 19, 2010.
This sale to "John Sprow]" is likely a posthumous purchase
made by the son John Paul on behalf of his deceased father who
had busied himself in land development on this tract after his
departure from Ayish Bayou. Posthumous transactions are, in
fact, occasionally seen when a deceased buyer had entered and
developed the tract in advance of official purchase.

See John C. Seaman, compiler, Abstracts of u.s.
Lands (Aug. 25, 1913) in Clerk ofCourCs Office, Red River
Parish, Coushatta, Louisiana (hearafter cited as RRPC) shows
that Sprowl purchased lot 4 with 153.5 acres for $]25 on
November 19,1831; lot 1 with 159.9 acres on December 24,
1831; and lots 2 and 3 with 160 acres on 11 December 1834.
All were purchases of federal land at the price of $1.25 per acre.
Later Sprowl purchases this same general area are documented
in Natchitoches Parish, La., BLM, GLO (accessed March 20,
2010): John Paul Sprowl entries, June 15,1837, aliquot part 1
and 4, sec. 9 and also sec. 22 all in TIIN R9W; June 20, 1837,
aliquot arts 1-3, sec. 9 and aliquot part 4, sec. 10 and SWY<!
SWJ4 sec. 4 all in TIIN R9W; Apr. 1, 1843, aliquot part 4,
sec. 21, T11N R8W. Also among the purchasers of Louisiana's
federal land were John Sprowl's sons William (a graduation
of 84 acres-Apr. 2, 1860, aliquot part 4, sec. 36, T12N RIOW)
and Jonathan (a preemption of 139 acres-Aug. 10, 1850,
NEY<!, sec. 10, T7N R7W). By his 1843 death, John Paul had
accumulated 1,220 acres on the left bank and another 240 on
the right, not to mention an additional 80 acres of "fine woods,"
and a cotton gin. Sprowl's twenty-eight slaves were valued at
$17,190. See Mahala Brown v. John P. Sprowls Succession,
Lemie Syndic, Aug. 26, 1844, Case No. ]73, Natchitoches Parish
Court of Probate; Succession of John P. Sprowl, Dec. 2, 1843,
Book 18, pp. 190, 193, 195; and Succession of John P. Sprowl
(Case No. 1840), June 11, 1844, Miscellaneous Record Book
37 all in NPC. Natchitoches Parish Court of Probates heard the
case on June II, 1844.
63

64

See Credit Sale, McCarley & Beeson to Jonathan
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Sprowl, ] 837, Natchitoches Parish Conveyance Book A, p.226,
239; Annulment, Fran90is Besson to Jonathan Sprowl (original
conveyance no. 2256), Sep. 16, 1839, Natchitoches Parish
Conveyance, Book 1, p. 127; Power of Attorney, Frantyois
Besson to Jonathan Sprowl, July 23, 1838, Natchitoches
Parish Conveyance Book 24, p. 407; Jonathan Sprowl to
John Paul Sprowl (original conveyance no. 2409), Jan. 30,
1840, Natchitoches Parish Conveyance, Book 25, p. 431;
Succession of Nancy [Barker] Sprowl (Case No. 1339), June
28, 1864, Natchitoches Parish Conveyance Book 63, pp. 2629 and Abstract of Inventory, Jonathan Sprowl, Tutor to Alice
Leonora Sprowl (original conveyance no. 5656), Nov. 30, 1869,
Natchitoches Parish Conveyance Book 3, p. 348; Sheriff's Sale,
Estate of John S. Robinson to Jonathan Sprowl, May 22, 1861,
Natchitoches Parish Conveyance Book 56, p. 113, all in NPC.
See also the successions of Jonathan Sprowl: Oct. 23, 1877,
Natchitoches Parish Conveyance Book 74, pp. 1-7 and Nov. 14,
1877, Book 74, pp. 296-311 both in NPC. These successions
reveal that Jonathan left two productive plantations "situated on
Loggy Bayou near its confluence with Red River and containing
about two hundred and fifty (250) acres of cultivatable land."
65 William's property was in sec. 36, T 12N and sec.
I,T12N, both in RI0W (William Sprowl et aJ. v. Ella D. Stewart,
et al., Bundle 250 [Case No. 6282], Ninth Judicial District Court
and Sprowl et al. v. Ella D. Stewart et af. Bundle 278 [Case
No. 6379], Ninth Judicial District Court, both in NPC). The
1860 Natchitoches Parish census (United States Eighth Census,
Natchitoches Parish~ Louisiana, Schedule 1 [Free Inhabitants]
[Ancestry.com, accessed Dec. 11, 2008]) finds William, his wife
Sarah (a dozen years younger than he), and their household
of four children and sixteen slaves living in this location and
holding property valued at $20,000 and a personal estate worth
S22,OOO.
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Where are the New Deal Historians of Texas?:
A Literature Review ofthe New Deal Experience in
Texas
By

KEITH VOLANTO

T

he legacy of the New Deal exists all around the Lone Star
State today. New Deal legislation guarantees our bank
deposits, protects workers from exploitation, provides
retirement stability through the Social Security system, and
regulates our stock markets and commodities exchanges.
We experience the enduring benefits of Depression Era
work projects when we observe power lines traversing the
rural regions of the state, enjoy a visit to a Texas state park,
and while frolicking in downtown San Antonio along the
Riverwalk. Yet, despite some scholarly attention being
devoted to exploring the New Deal experience in Texas
(which I define here as studying the numerous government
agencies in action at the state and local level, rather than
focusing on the careers of Texas politicians or social and
cultural aspects of life during the Great Depression), there
has been little dedication by the historical community
relative to the vast potential for meaningful scholarship.
In this literature review, I wish to examine what has been
written thus far about New Deal agencies operating in Texas
then identify many holes in the scholarship that historians
must address in order to give requisite coverage to this
important era in Texas history.
The historiographical origins of New Deal agency
studies in Texas trace back to the late 1960s when some
national historians began to deviate from the previous
emphasis on elite personalities, Washington politics, and
bureaucratic infighting.
Starting with James T. Patterson's The New Deal and the
States (1969), in which he argued that the most important
aspects of the New Deal involved how the government's
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policies actually functioned in the field rather than insidethe-beltway politics, many New Deal historians began to
shift their focus to examine how RoosevelCs programs
operated at the grass-roots level, highlighting the role of
common people as active participants~ investigating
local problems, studying the constraints upon effective
implementation, and determining the benefits, if any, that
the programs delivered to constituents. Some Texas scholars
joined this growing movement during the 19705, but most
continued to focus on the actions of state politicians or
simply continued to ignore the New Deal. Forty years after
Patterson blazed a trail toward a richer understanding of
the New Deal (while also providing additional means for
the recovery of good social history through the telling of
the myriad of stories associated with countless New Deal
projects within the state), the Texas historical community
has widely failed to grasp the opportunity.'
Of primary concern to current students of the New
Deal era in Texas is the lack of any book-length account of
the period. The only summary work we have is a concise
forty-three page essay written by James Smallwood in
1983 entitled The Great Recovery: The New Deal in Texas.
Smallwood's study offers an important starting point for
scholars, providing succinct coverage of every major New
Deal agency active within the state. There are reminders, for
example, of how the Rural Electrification Administration
(REA) helped to modernize rural Texas, how the Agricultural
Adjustment Administration (AAA) aided farm owners, and
what the National Recovery Administration (NRA) tried to
accomplish for business but failed to do. However, due to
the scant research performed on New Deal agencies in Texas
up to that time, Smallwood could only provide so much
information (often in the form of statistics) to display the
positive work performed by these agencies in this generally
sympathetic treatment. 2
Lacking a comprehensive volume on the New Deal
experience in Texas, those interested in understanding this
vast topic are forced to consult works fitting into two broad
categories; first, a small number of overviews surveying
New Deal operations in various Texas cities; and second,
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books and articles focusing on individual New Deal agencies
functioning at the local or statewide level within the state.
From the first category, a prime example is the collection
of essays edited by Robert Cotner of the University of Texas
written by his graduate students in the 1970s entitled Texas
Cities and the Great Depression. The essays are summaries
of the students' master's theses that examined the impact
of the Great Depression on many large and mid-sized
Texas cities over three-to-four year time spans. Many of
the articles in the compilation are dedicated to the Hoover
years, but some of them do address the New Deal period. 3
Another work studying the New Deal in a particular city
is Roger Biles's 1991 Southwestern Historical Quarterly
article entitled "The New Deal in Dallas." In the piece,
the author summarizes the accomplishments of the major
agencies that were active in the city. Biles is quick to
emphasize that although the locally-administered federal
programs provided needed relief and employment for many
desperate Dallas residents, little changed during and after
the 1930s when one looks at such important aspects of city
life as local government, labor-management relations, and
racial discrimination. 4
Regarding works in the second major category, those
analyzing the operations of New Deal agencies in Texas,
only Carol A. Weisenberger's Dollars and Dreams: The
National Youth Administration in Texas, published in 1994,
attempts to provide a book-length exploration of all major
statewide activities of a particular agency. Beginning with
a discussion of the National Youth Administration's (NYA)
origins~ Weisenberger details the NYA~s extensive efforts to
aid Texas youth during the 1930s. Using primary sources,
especially the NYA Papers housed at the LBJ Library, she
demonstrates how the agency functioned in Texas under
Directors Lyndon Johnson and Jesse Kellam, clearly
showing that the programs for out-of-school youth were as
vital to the NYA's efforts as the more well-known part-time
employment programs for high school and college students. 5
The only other piece of scholarship that examines a
New Deal agency's entire statewide efforts in Texas is a
2003 article on the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)
written by Kenneth E. Hendrickson, Jr. for The Historian
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entitled "Replenishing the Soil and the Soul of Texas: The
Civilian Conservation Corps in the Lone Star State as an
Example of State-Federal Work Relief during the Great
Depression.~~ This fine overview covers many of the major
issues that the CCC encountered in Texas and touts its
many accomplishments. However, because of its length,
many important subtopics, such as details about individual
work projects, details about work-related accidents, aspects
of camp life, possible reasons for desertions, examples
of community interaction, and complex racial issues are
introduced, but do not receive extensive coverage. 6
Most historians contributing to our understanding
of the New Deal in Texas have written case studies of a
portion of an agency's efforts rather than examining their
complete operations in the Lone Star State. One example of
such an approach is John A. Adams, Jr.'s 1990 work entitled
Damming the Colorado: The Rise of the Lower Colorado
River Authority, 1933-1939. The author begins by aptly
describing the flood problems caused by the Lower Colorado
River before the Great Depression, and the efforts by local
Texans to use private means to tame the waterway. Adams
then describes how citizens cooperated with the federal
government during the Depression to build a series of dams
for flood control, generation of hydroelectric power, and to
promote recreation and tourism. He devotes much attention
to the efforts ofTexas state leaders and congressmen (such as
Lyndon Johnson) to fund projects and also overcome spirited
opposition from private power companies. Extremely wellresearched, the book utilizes the records of many pertinent
agencies who contributed, including the Lower Colorado
River Authority, the Public Works Administration (PWA) ,
the Works Progress Administration (WPA), and the Bureau
of Reclamation. 7
James Wright Steely's books on the CCC's work
in Texas' state parks provide additional examples of
scholarship that analyze a portion of a New Deal agency's
operations in Texas. In 1998, he co-authored Guided with
a Steady Hand: The Cultural Landscape of a Rural Texas
Park, with Dan K. Utley~ telling the story of the creation
of Texas' first state park-Mother Neff State Park-and its
development during the 1930s with the help of the CCC.
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The authors provide excellent descriptions of park work
projects (with infonnation about which ones still exist),
an attempt to describe camp life through interviews and
storics from the camp newspaper, and many photographs.
The only drawback concerns a lack of government agency
records, especially CCC records, within its primary sources.
This is not an issue with Steely's Parks for Texas: Enduring
Landscapes of the New Deal, a history of the founding of
the Texas State Parks System and its development during

the Great Depression with the help of the CCC. Anyone
desiring information on the CCC's contribution to the state
parks system needs this book for its descriptions of work
performed, broken down annually, as well as Corps and
state park politics placed into historical context. A valuable
appendix contains summaries on the CCC's work in each
park, including updates on surviving projects that can be
viewed by the public today. 8
For those interested in government building
beautification efforts, one must consult Phillip Parisi '8
excellent Texas Post Office Murals, published in 2004.
Though the heart of the work is a series of reproductions
of the government-sponsored murals displayed in postal
offices throughout the state, Texas Post Office Murals is
more than just a picture book-it is also a great piece of
New Deal scholarship. The work contains an informative
opening chapter detailing the origins of the program,
explains the artist selection process, provides examples of
difficulties encountered in implementation, and describes
how the problems were overcome. Where the reproductions
of the murals are displayed, Parisi provides explanations
based on correspondence between the artist, government
supervisors, and local citizens to describe the story behind
each individual work of art and its current condition. A
valuable appendix includes biographical sketches of the
artists and a map showing the murals' locations and info
about which are still available for public viewing. 9
Another book-length work dedicated to a portion of
a New Deal agency's activities in Texas is my 2005 book
Texas, Cotton, and the New Deal, in which I attempt to
provide an extensive study of the AAA's cotton reduction
programs in Texas. After exploring the world of the
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Texas cotton farmer, I explain the problems of agricultural
overproduction and the various schemes debated in farm
circles during the 19205 to alleviate them. As the Great
Depression arrived, agricultural economics professor M. L.
Wilson pushed strongly for acceptance of the domestic
allotment plan, which formed the basis for the AAA.
President Franklin Roosevelt eventually supported Wilson's
idea of paying farmers to reduce their production. My focus,
however, was not on national-level policy, though I do
give that aspect some attention to provide context. Rather,
I chose to concentrate on how the AAA cotton programs
were implemented in Texas, how they were received by
the locals, what problems were encountered, how these
difficulties were resolved, and determine who benefited
from the programs (landowning farmers) and who were
actually hurt by them (typically, tenants and sharecroppers,
ginners, and shippers) - a model that can, and should, be
applied to the study of many other New Deal operations
throughout the state. 1O
Two other books exist whose primary purpose was not
the intense study of New Deal agencies, nevertheless, bear
attention because they incorporate good primary source
research on these agencies while exploring their main
topics. First, Julia Kirk Blackwelder's 1984 book Women
ofthe Depression: Caste and Culture in San Antonio, 19291939 details the different experiences of ethnic women in
Depression-Era San Antonio. Amid the chapters describing
these women ~s work and family lives, occupational
segregation and unemployment, and wages and working
conditions is a very good chapter on unemployment relief
and emergency job programs in San Antonio relying on
WPA Records. The other work, Michael Batson's 2005
book Labor, Civil Rights, and the Hughes Tool Company,
details labor relations at the Hughes Tool Company from its
creation through the 1990s and contains two great chapters
on the NRA's efforts to enforce the labor provisions of the
National Recovery Act and the National Labor Relations
Board's efforts to enforce the Wagner Labor Relations Act.
The richness in research and clearness of explanation in
these chapters alone make Botson '5 winning of the 2006
Texas Historical Commission's T.R. Fehrenbach Award
46
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well deserved. II
In addition to book scholarship, some essays and articles
published over the years have covered particular aspects of
a New Deal agency's work in Texas. For example, James
E. Fickle published "The S.P.A. and the N.R.A.: A Case
Study of the Blue Eagle in the South" for a 1976 issue of
the Southwestern Historical Quarterly in which he delved
into the Southern Pine Association's (SPA) designated role
as the NRA Code Authority for Southern pine producers.
Fickle relates how East Texas lumbermen, like many
of their brethren in other southern states, initially held
high hopes that cooperative agreements with government
sanction would lead to the return of stability and profits to
their ailing industry. Relying upon a mix o(NRA records
and correspondence, as well as reports found in the SPA
Papers, the author details the myriad problems that the SPA
encountered, which ultimately led to the suspension of the
NRA Lumber Code; namely, difficulties arriving at accurate
production cost figures, production allotment disputes,
evasion of labor provisions, and charges of discrimination
by small producers. 12
With respect to rural reliefand recovery efforts, C. Roger
Lambert has published two important articles focusing on
the relationship between Texas cattlemen and the New
Deal. With "Texas Cattlemen and the AAA" (appearing in
a 1972 issue of Arizona and the West), and, in 1980, with
4<Southwestern Cattlemen, the Federal Government, and the
Depression" (a chapter in The Depression in the Southwest),
he describes the initial reluctance of Texas cattlemen to
work with the government until their situation worsened
in late-1933. After this resistance dissipated, cattlemen
began to work with the government in several ways, such
as selling steers to the Federal Surplus Relief Corporation,
going along with the Jones-Connally Act making cattle an
official AAA commodity, and supporting the 1934 drought
purchase program, whereby the government aided Texas
cattlemen by mass-purchasing surplus (often weak) steers
at generous prices. 13
In 1976, William R. Johnson published "Rural
Rehabilitation in the New Deal: The Ropesville Project"
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in the Southwestern Historical Quarter/y. Using files
from such agencies as the Federal Emergency Relief
Administration (FERA), the Resettlement Administration
(RA), and the Farm Security Administration (FSA),
Johnson describes the efforts of New Dealers to establish
a rural rehabilitation community in Hockley County, on the
Southern Plains near Lubbock. The author also explores
the attitudes of the tenants selected to receive funding to
purchase implements, livestock, poultry, and seed. The
project eventually encompassed more than 16,000 acres
divided into eighty-one farms to grow cotton, sorghums,
and other crops. During the early 19408, when federal
funds in support of the project were later transferred to the
war effort, participating farmers were allowed (with FSA
loans) to purchase the land that they worked. He concludes
that the program was an overall success with strong support
from most of its participants and localleaders. 14
Seven years later, Michael G. Wade explored another
FERA rural rehabilitation community in "Back to the
Land: The Woodlake Community, 1933-1943~' for the
East Texas Historical Journal. Though lacking many
government documents as primary sources, the article
utilizes the reports and correspondence of the community's
planners to provide a concise outline of the New Deal's
first resettlement operation. Unlike Johnson's positive
evaluation of the Ropesville Project, Wade finds the
efforts to make Woodlake a successful enterprise based
on communal farming, cooperative processing, and crafts
work to have largely failed for the same reasons many
similar ventures failed to prosper elsewhere: a strong
individualist spirit by many settlers leading to low degrees
of cooperation, plus firm resistance to the experiments
from many conservative politicians, which they viewed as
"communistic." Eventually, the Woodlake Community was
transferred to the new RA, where it was reorganized into
small individual units operated by new families. 15
The Dust Bowl area has garnered more attention than
any other subregion within the state during the 1930s. Yet,
most of the works dealing with the topic fail to dig very
deeply into the archival records of the New Deal agencies
that were involved in tackling the ecological disaster. The
48
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exception is Garry Nan ~s essay "The Struggle to Save the
Land: The Soil Conservation Effort in the Dust Bowl,"
published in the 1980 collection of essays edited by Donald
Whisenhunt entitled The Depression in the Southwest.
This fine work uses government reports, correspondence,
and memoranda from the Soil Erosion Service, the Soil
Conservation Service, the CCC, and the AAA to outline the
efforts of these agencies to counteract the erosion problems
through the promotion of terracing, contour plowing,
windbreaks, and the planting of cover crops.16
On the urban scene, public housing efforts in Texas
have received treatment in two Southwestern Historical
Quarterly articles. In 1983, Donald L. Zelman published
'"Alazan-Apaehe Courts: A New Deal Response to
Mexican-American Housing Conditions in San Antonio,"
which delved into the efforts by local officials and activists,
working with the Roosevelt Administration, to perform slum
clearance and build low-cost housing for the city's Hispanic
West Side residents (finally achieved by cooperation with
the United States Housing Authority in the late-1930s).
Robert B. Fairbanks~s 2002 "Public Housing for the City
as a Whole: The Texas Experience, 1934-55/~ elaborates
on Zelman's earlier work when discussing San Antonio,
but also includes overviews of the public housing efforts
in Dallas and Houston. Fairbanks concludes that despite
the cities' conservative, anti-government reputations, most
city officials approved of government-aided public housing
because they viewed the problems of their slums-crime,
poor sanitary conditions, etc-as being a citywide problem,
and certainly something that could continue to taint the
positive images of their cities, a direct indictment of their
active "boosterism. ~~17
Christine L. Bourgeois analyzes LBrs relationship
with blacks while director of the Texas NYA in a 1987
Southwestern Historical Quarterly article entitled "Stepping
over the Lines: Lyndon Johnson, Black Texans, and the
National Youth Administration." In the piece, Bourgeois
describes some work projects for blacks that Director
J ohnson approved~ and explains his efforts on behalf of
black Texans while working within the prevailing racial
climate. She concludes that LBJ "went farther than he
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needed~~ to extend NYAaid to Texas blacks, citing Johnson~s
appointment of a black advisory board to deal with issues
affecting African-American NYA participants, his shifting
of unspent money left over from white projects to black
projects, and his many personal inspections of black work
projects. 18
Another informative article worth mentioning is Ken
Hendrickson ~s 1988 article for the East Texas Historical
Journal entitled 44The WPA Arts Projects in Texas." Brief
but informative at ten pages in length, Hendrickson's
picce makes fine use of archival records to sketch the four
programs that made up the WPAArts Projects in Texas: the
Theatre Project, the Music Project, the Writers Project, and
the Artists Project. He concludes that the programs were
generally well-received by the public, but were underfunded
and suffered from bureaucratic and administrative hassles
that limited their accomplishments. 19
Federal work relief at the local level has received
some treatment by Michael Barr in a 1993 Southwestern
Historical Quarterly article entitled "A Comparative
Examination of Federal Work Relief in Fredericksburg and
Gillespie County." Although the article contains much
useful information on the work of thc WPA, the PWA,
and the REA in the two counties, the work suffers from its
large reliance on local newspapers and total lack of federal
records from the above-mentioned agencies. 20
Finally, in 2008, I published "'Up inArms: Local Protest
vs. the Placement of Black CCC Camps in West Texas" in
the West Texas Historical Association's Yearbook in which
I attempted to explain how the decision by Robert Fechner,
the CCC's National Director, to segregate the agency's
camps played out in many local West Texas communities.
Oftentimes, such as occurred in Sweetwater, the local white
populace rose up in a furor when the CCC announced that
it planned to place a black camp anywhere near their city
limits. This reaction proved the inefficiency of racism as
residents often endured long delays for important CCC work
to be done, sometimes resulting in complete abandonment
of work projects if another white company could not be
found to be sent in place of the rejected African American
unit. 21
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Thus, there are some New Deal historians of Texas, but
hardly enough. The pace of progress has remained slow
since 1991 when, in an essay appearing in Texas through
Time, Robert A. Calvert correctly concluded that Hother
than simple political accounts, the New Deal in Texas
remains almost virgin territory. "22 When one breaks down
Texas Ncw Deal scholarship by decade (using the articles
and books mentioned in this essay as a barometer), one sees
that from the 1970s through the current decade, there have
been, on average, only six books and articles published per
decade:
19708:41980s:8
1990s:6
20005:6
What else needs to be done? I would like to comment
first on needed research involving New Deal agencies that
have already received some scholarly attention (as noted
in the works cited above), then point out some agencies
that have been completely ignored by the Texas historical
community.
Regarding New Deal aid to Texas farmers, additional
work needs to be done on the production control programs
for commodities other than cotton and cattle. What were
the main issues involving the state's wheat growers--how
did the AAA's wheat or rice programs compare to the cotton
program? Also, more attention needs to be given to the rural
rehabilitation and resettlement communities of the FERA,
RA, and the FSA beyond the aforementioned articles on the
Ropesville Project and Woodlake Community written over
two decades ago. 23
With regard to the CCC, we need to examine the work
of the CCC outside of the parks system. Though their state
park work was very important to the state, CCC boys did
additional work outside the parks system, such as terracing
land for farmers and improving military reservations. This
aspect of their duties should be further explored. Also, there
are a host of issues related to the CCC that deserve full

attention, including accidents, desertions, camp newspapers,
educational opportunities, the experience of Texas African
Americans, and the U.S. Army's relationship to the Corps.
Though some research has been performed on the
New Deal's arts projects, what about the other WPA work
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projects that employed a much larger number of Texans?
Explorations of the WPA's numerous construction projects
in the statc especially need to be analyzed: What problems
were encountered while building the Riverwalk, or the
construction of the dormitories at Texas A&M? How
efficient were the WPA's efforts to lay down sidewalks
in downtown Corpus Christi, or building the Fort Worth
City Hall? What were the politics behind the design and
construction of Dealey Plaza in Dallas, or Frisco High
School?24
Besides Fickle's look at thc southern pine industry, there
has been no in-depth exploration of the NRA's relations
with any other Texas businesses or any other analysis of the
NRA's code authorities overseeing Texas businesses and
industries. There has been no look at the Texas version of
General Hugh Johnson's massive "'Blue Eagle n campaign to
rally the nation's businesses and industries to sign up with
the NRA. How successful were these efforts in Texas? What
problems did Texas businessmen, workers, and consumers
encounter with the NRA? Did the NRA have any success
stories in Texas?
With respect to the PWA, other than Adams's book
on the agency's work with the Lower Colorado River
Authority, there has been no scholarship dedicated to telling
the story of the PWA's work in building up Texas during
the Depression-nothing on the construction of the port
of Brownsville, Houston Municipal Airport, Fort Worth
Public Library, numerous buildings on college campuses,
municipal parks, sewage plants, or over 100 Texas schools.
There are many other New Deal agencies whose Texas
operations are definitely still "virgin territory" for Texas
historians. For example, there has been no attempt to cover
the state and federal governments' efforts to save Texas

banks. Before FDR's national Ubank holiday," Governor
Miriam Ferguson ordered a statewide shut-down. After his
inauguration, FDR sent agents across the country to pore over
bank records in order to ascertain their degree of stability.
How was all this done in Texas? Which banks passed
muster and which did not? Which required governn1ent aid
to reopen? How was all this perceived by Texas bankers
and the general public while it was transgressing? How did
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the Texas example compare to the process as it was playing
out in other states across the country?
Another example of untapped scholarship possibilities
involves Federal Emergency Relief Administration work in
Texas. While some works on Texas politics have briefly
mentioned the operation of unemployment relief in the
state, there has been no book-length treatment of the topic.
Just how corrupt was the Ferguson Administration with
regard to the doling out of relief money and FERA jobs?
How did blacks and Hispanics fare under the FERA when
compared to whites? How does the Texas example compare
with other states?
The short-lived, but important precursor of the WPAthe Civil Works Administration-has received no treatment
by Texas historians, despite employing a quarter of a
million Texans over the winter of 1933-1934. The CWA
was shut down by FDR in the spring of 1934, ostensibly
because of waste and extravagance - a look into the CWA's
Texas operations may find corroborating evidence of these
problems.
The Home Owners Loan Corporation and the Farm
Credit Administration invested millions of dollars during
the 1930s to prevent home and farm foreclosures, yet these
vital agencies also lack sophisticated examination of their
Texas operations. The University of North Texas Oral
History Program includes among its holdings interviews
with former employees of the HOLe, yet these resources
that would be of prime importance for scholars interested
in telling the story of how the HOLC helped thousands
of Texas families retain title to their homes during the
Depression remain unmined.
So what explains the fact that a potentially rich
scholarly area like New Deal agency studies has received
relatively so little attention by Texas historians? Without
claiming to have the absolute answers, two contributing
factors immediately come to mind when pondering this
question. First, despite the multitude of examples one
can cite that clearly demonstrate the fact that a majority
of Texans approved of, and willingly accepted, various
forms of New Deal aid, the state does have a strong antigovernment reputation. Writing about government action
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to solve an economic crisis in Texas, even when criticism
of some efforts is deserved, simply does not have much
appeal for many individuals who have been raised on a
tradition that criticizes long lines at post offices (while
ignoring even longer delays at a private doctor's office)
and celebrates free enterprise (but berates high gas prices).
Second, onc cannot ignore the fact that many seem to find
the Great Depression to be rather "depressing." In spite
of its tremendous importance to the history of the state,
researching and reading about the Great Depression and
New Deal is may not be as exciting for many historians and
popular audiences as recounting, ad nauseum, exploits of
Texas rebels fighting against Santa Anna, heroic efforts to
withstand uYankee aggression" during the Civil War, and
fighting otT the Comanches with fear in one eye and stark
determination in the other. Perhaps thc recent economic
downturn will make the 1930s seem more relevant and
interesting to more students of history and the general
public alike.
Barring the emergence of a determined and wellfinanced researcher able to perform a mountain of original
research to fill the gaping holes of knowledge and produce
a comprehensive book-length treatment of the New Deal
in Texas, it will be many years before enough piecemeal
research by historians will allow a scholar to compose the
first comprehensive synthesis on the subject. At the current
rate, this first edition may not come out in hardcover
until 2033-the one-hundredth anniversary of FDR's
inauguration!
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East Texas Theatre ofthe Timber War: Kirby
Lumber Company's War with the Brotherhood of
Timber Workers
By RYAN

GULLETT

T

he sky slowly darkened on the small lumber town of
Grabow as armed union demonstrators, 200 strong,
marched on the Galloway mill. Neither side intended
violence, but violence caIne in the end. The events
preceding that fateful Sunday foreshadowed the union's
inevitable turn toward violence in the dispute between the
Brotherhood of Timber Workers and interests of the Kirby
Lumber Company in East Texas and western Louisiana..
Upon reaching the mill, someone opened fire. Riot officers
from the mill returned fire and screams filled the night air.
For fifteen minutes, bloodshed ensued and when the smoke
cleared, four lay dead and more than fifty wounded. The
National Guard and local sheriff's department quickly
restored order. They arrested twenty labor leaders and
marched them to Lake Charles, Louisiana to await a trial
that would bankrupt the union. Thus, the lumber companies
won the first of the last battles of the Timber War. The
Brotherhood of Timber Workers' days were numbered. The
ability to strike was and is the fundamental weapon a union
has against an employer's tyranny. Just as Gettysburg was
the turning point for the South in the American Civil War,
Grabow was the turning point for the Brotherhood of
Timber Workers in the Timber War of 1911-1912. After
the Grabow Riot, East Texans and Western Louisianans
perceived strikes as a precursor to anarchy.
Lumber companies, such as the Kirby Lumber Company,
dealt shrewdly with labor unions, carefully infiltrating and

creating disorder. Violence seldom played a part in the
companies' strategy, yet when it did, the companies most
often emerged victorious. Often the ability of the company
executives and management to deal generously with their
Ryan Gullett is an adjunct instructor ofhistory at
Stephen F Austin State University.
VOL. XLVIII, No.2
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workers while cutting off the union enabled the companies
to succeed over union organization in East Texas. "Welfare
Capitalism," also know as Paternalism, was a company's
business practice of providing welfare-like benefits to its
employees.
In many cases, such benefits were in the form of higher
payor in nonmonetary forms such as healthcare, housing or
retirement pensions. The incentive for such paternalism was
a workforce loyal only to the company and distrustful of the
promises of a union organizer. The executives and managers
of Kirby Lumber Company prevented the Brotherhood
of Timber Workers from gaining a grip on the East Texas
regions the company operated through the utilization of
Welfare Capitalism and their influence through various
anti-union associations.
Understanding the relationship of executives and
managers to the common laborer requires an understanding
of the common labor practices preceding 1910. Prior to
the passing of labor legislation, only Common Law bound
employers to the protection ofthe rights of laborers. Laborers
who worked in hazardous conditions usually did so with
the reality that should they be injured the company would
assume little liability. The Texas Legislature enacted one of
the first labor laws in 1897 which made railroad companies
liable for injured employees. However, the legislation
codified several exceptions, which limited its effectiveness. I
At the turn of the century, the Texas Legislature enacted
three laws that protected the rights of the employee by
recognizing their right to organize peaceably, prohibiting
employers from blacklisting employees, and banning the
employment of children. 2
The first of these laws, passed May 27, 1899, recognized
the workers' right to organize into trade unions, but prohibited
workers from limiting production or consumption of the
employer's products. Such a limitation prevented workers
from utilizing their most powerful weapon-their ability to
strike. 3 The second of the laws, passed on April 17, 1901,
forbade companies from publishing a list of discharged
employees with the purpose of preventing employees from
securing similar employment, also known as blacklisting.
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The law against blacklisting, however, allowed the
employer to provide an honest reference, which severely
limited the law's ability to effectively protect the rights of
the common laborer. 4 The final in this series of laws, passed
on March 6, 1903, pertained to child workers and prohibited
the employment of anyone under the age of twelve in
any establishment utilizing machinery. Furthermore, the
law forbade employers from working anyone under the
age of fourteen between the hours of 6:00pm to 6:00am 5 ,
and precluded the employment of anyone under the age
of sixteen in a distillery or brewery.6 Enforcement of the
first two laws was ineffective and employers abided by the
third law only because of cost effectiveness. Child labor
was more expensive due to the need to hire more children
to accomplish the same task as an able-bodied adult. None
of these early laws successfully protected the rights of the
common worker.
Although such early attempts of dealing with the labor
issue failed, the Texas Legislature enacted another series of
laws to protect the wages of the common worker. The first
of these laws, passed April 18, 1901, required employers
to pay their workers monthly and outlawed the issuance of
merchandise checks to employees as payment. 7 The law
became null if workers requested payment in merchandise
checks or ifthey were tenants working on a farm. R Employees
would have to wait until 1916 to receive their wages more
than once a month. 9 The second of these laws, passed March
6, 1903, banned companies from forcing their employees
to use the company store. lO Neither of these laws proved
effective until in 1905 when the Texas Legislature passed
an amendment to the first law that removed the option of
employees to choose to accept merchandise checks. 11 The
outcome of the case Jordan v. State of Texas, however,
declared the amendment unconstitutional in 1907. 12 The
Texas Legislature's early attempts at controlling labor failed
due to limited Jaw enforcement and the power of employers
to manipulate and, at times, oppose the govemmenCs efforts.
In response to its limited success, the Texas Legislature
passed another series oflaws that organized the Labor Bureau
and provided funds to enforce the previously enacted laws.
The first law, passed on February 26, 1908 and amended
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in 1911 and 1913, organized a Bureau of Labor Statistics
under the control of the Commissioner of Labor Statistics,
appointed by the governor. The new official was obliged
to deliver biennial reports to the governor concerning
labor conditions within the state. The law also allowed the
commissioner permission to enter any place of business
during normal operating hours to inspect labor conditions
and a budget of $3500. 13 The legislature amended the law
in 1911, and granted the commissioner additional personnel

including a clerk, Appliance Inspector, Factory Inspector,
as well as increased the Bureau's budget to $8600. 14 The
legislature further increased the budget of the Bureau to
$12,800 in 1913,15 and to $14,610 in 1915. 16 Prior to 1920,
no further attempts were made to increase the budget of
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, suggesting that the Texas
Legislature's retreated from Progressive ideology, and took
little action to insure the enforcement of labor laws from
1915 to 1920. 17
During the formation of the Bureau of Labor Statistics,
the Texas Legislature also enacted several laws that
amended previously inadequate laws, primarily those
focused on employers' responsibility for their employees t
safety. The first law, passed on April 16, 1913, amended
the previous lawt passed 1897, forbidding the argument
of employee negligence or placing blame for the incident
on another employee. The law also created Texas Workers
Compensation by forming the Texas Employers' Insurance
Association, from which employers purchased policies
that provided compensation in the event of an employee's
injury. The law also created the Industrial Accident Board
that oversaw the Texas Employers' Insurance Association
and reported to the governor. 18 The second law, passed in
1917, omitted any provision in the early law for contributory
negligence by the employee as a factor in reducing the
amount of compensation awarded. 19
Although the term ~'Welfare Capitalism" never appears
the scholarship regarding this period in East Texas history,
it provides for an understanding of a paternalistic social
setting that developed in East Texas in the relationship
between industrialists and their employees. Robert
Maxwell and Robert Baker have argued that one of the

*

61

FALL

EAST TEXAS HISTORiCAL JOURNAL

2010

most influential men among the lumber barons of the 1900s
in Texas and Louisiana was John H. Kirby of the Kirby
Lumber Company. According to Maxwell and Baker, Kirby
was considered "the largest lumber manufacturer in the
Gulf Southwest, he was perhaps the archetype of the Texas
lumber baron of the bonanza era. "20 Kirby~s relationship
with his workers and managers hinged the dual concepts of
production and paternalism, which was often a precarious
effort to balance maximum profits with workforce stability.
According to Maxwell and Baker, "To his employees he was
a combination of indulgent godfather and slave driver. H21
Understanding "Welfare Capitalism' becomes paramount
to comprehending the success of the lumber companies'
control of the labor unions. According to Stuart D. Brandes,
in American Welfare Capitalism, 1880-1940, the American
working man was dissatisfied with the economic situation in
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. "Between
1880 and 1900, nearly 23,000 strikes affected more than
117,000 establishments." 22 According to Brandes, in order
for industrialists to grow their holdings and expand their
enterprises they were required to manage a sizable workforce,
which could become dangerous if not kept content. "Business
leaders became more and more concerned with areas of
endeavor which extended beyond the more normal realms of
production, commerce, and wage scales." 2] From company
schools for the children to company stores, restaurants,
hospitals and even funeral parlors, the companies werc
required to provide more benefi ts to keep their workforce
content. Brandes defines the combination of these practices
as what constitutes Welfare Capitalism. The definition of
Welfare Capitalism is, "any service provided for the comfort
or improvement of employees which was neither a necessity
of the industry or required by law. "24 The overall purpose of
welfare capitalism was the corporate industrialists' attempt
at preventing the spread of tradc unionism.
Brandes argues that welfare capitalism was as old as
America itself. He uses the example of Samuel Slater to
illustrate the early emergence of such ideas. Brandes states
that Slater used the same tactics in 1790 to recruit young
boys to his cotton spinning manufacturing company by
offering a Sunday school where the boys could learn on
1
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their day off. It worked so well that six years latcr Slater
hircd a full-time teacher. 25
"Welfare Capitalism" also became a significant player
in the events regarding the East Texas Lumber Industry. The
lumber corporations of Western Louisiana and East Texas
succeeded in exploiting the vast natural and labor resources
of the Sabine River region) but in order to sustain their
increasing profit margin they needed to co-opt their workers
and battle the opposition of many others in the Piney Woods
Region. 26
In many cases, Kirby Lumber Company employees
shared similar labor conditions with employees of other
lumber companies and manufacturing industries in Texas.
Race, wages, hours worked, and housing were constantly
a problem. According to a report by the Kirby Company in
1902, the workers were divided evenly between Caucasians
and African Americans, but the average unskilled worker
was principally African American, which caused increased
racial tension over the course of the next two decades. The
Kirby Lumber Company surpassed other lumber companies
by providing wages settlements for their employees on a
weekly basis rather than merely appeasing the requirements
of labor legislation that demanded monthly settlements. 27
According to the thirteenth census of the United States, the
lumber industry accounted for 33.5% of all manufacturing
industries in Texas and the average number of hours worked
by a wage earner in manufacturing ranged from fiftyfour to sixty hours a week. 28 A report by the Commission
of Industrial Relations under the direction of the United
States House of Representatives, printed in 1915-1916,
showed that more than half of able-bodied wage earners
in a particular industry were unable to sustain themselves
and their families in relative comfort. The report went
on to demonstrate that housing was generally below the
national standard in most areas and insanitary to the point
of disease. 29 According to the report,

The prineipal duty imposed, under the law creating
the commission, was to seek to ascertain the causes of
industrial unrest and offer such recommendations as
we believe might alleviate that unrest. There can be no
question but that unrest exists, in some instances, to an
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alarming extent. Thousands and tens of thousands of our
people/eel that they are deprived, under existing conditions
in industry. of an opportunity to secure for themselves and
their families a standard of living commensurate with the
best ideals of manhood, womanhood, and childhood. They
resent the fact that the existing system of the distribution
0/ wealth creates at one end of our industrial scale a few
multi-millionaires and at the other end thousands and tens
of thousands of men, women, and children who are at all
times in a situation where they are uncertain as to where
their next meal will comefrom. Hungry, poorly clothed, and
without the opportunities that afully rounded life requires.
they become filled with a sullen resentment that bodes no
goodfor the future ofour Republic. 30
The commission found that all of these problems
contributed to unrest in the United States, including regions
of East Texas where the Kirby Lumber Company operated.
Despite the severe unrest throughout the rest of the nation,
the workers of the Kirby Lumber Company remained
resistant to union organization because of Kirby Lumber
Company's devotion to Welfare Capitalism.
Although, labor efforts in East Texas did not unionize
until 1910-1911, unrest constantly afflicted East Texas
lumber companies. According to Ruth Allen, despite its
relatively uncoordinated efforts, conflict over pay and
working conditions had plagued Texas industries every
decade since 1870, although significant unrest involving
the Kirby Lumber Company seldom occurred. On October
11, 1903, a strike occurred at a mill in Beaumont due to a
failure of the payroll to arrive on the previous Saturday, but
the executives and managers of Kirby Lumber Company
quickly provided measures to supply workers with money
and supplies from local merchants. Thus, all but two mills
had reopened by the end of the week. 31 Due to Kirby Lumber
Company's aggressive management of its employees,
organized labor had to wait until early 1911 to make inroads
into the region.
Various organizations existed in East Texas and
Louisiana that prevented effective union organization.
The New York Commercial printed a speech by John H.
Kirby, who was a member of three antiunion organizations:
64
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National Association of Manufacturers of the United States
of America (NAM), the Citizens' Alliance, and the Southern
Lumber Operators Association, in which he stated that the
only remedy to the unions was to unite the operators,
To protect and encourage the wage earner in the
exercise of his right to sell his labor to whom he pleases
and at what price he pleases, and to protect the industrious
workman in his right to take advantage ofthe opportunities
which fall in his way, and which right he must needs
surrender the moment he is enrolled as a member ofa labor
union, as he is so often compelled to do in order to 'hold his
job' and earn a living for himself and family, because his
employer, through intimidation andfear or erroneous ideas
ofphilanthropy has recognized the union.
In his speech, Kirby denounced the unions as "unlawful
and degrading influences" which turned public sentiment
toward the dangerous cliffs of anarchy. 32
The National Association of Manufacturers of the
United States of America (NAM) became one of the first
organizations to fight unionism in Texas. Organized on
January 22, 1895 in Cincinnati, Ohio, the organization
incorporated various industries from all over the United
States into a collective body that opposed socialism and
favored capitalistic, competitive, economic growth. Its
mission statement was and is,
To advocate on behalf of its members to enhance the
competitiveness of manufacturers by shaping a legislative
and regulatory environment conducive to U.s. economic
growth and to increase understanding among policymakers,
the media and the general public about the vital role of
manufacturing in America 50 economic and national security
for today and in the future. 33
NAM subdivided into state and local chapters that
enabled employers to organize more effectively and thwart
unionization of their industries. The Citizens' Alliance,
founded in 1903, was a group of individuals who supported
employer's rights in labor crises. The Citizens' Alliance
closely affiliated with NAM, until it disbanded in 1915. B.F.
Bonner, an executive with the Kirby Lumber Company, was
a leading member of the local chapter in Beaumont. 14
The lumber companies also organized the Southern
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Lumber Operators Association specifically to combat unions
after the disastrous Panic of 1907 and attempts of southern
lumber workers to unionize. The success of the organization
almost ended its existence because by early 1910 all union
activity in the region had ceased. The encroachment of the
Brotherhood of Timber Workers required the reorganization
of the Southern Lumber Operators Association to defeat the
reemergence of unionism. 35 All three of these organizations
contributed to the failure of unionism in East Texas. With
collaboration of other lumber companies, Kirby Lumber
Company moved cautiously and decisively against the
Brotherhood of Timber Workers. As the Timber War began,
the battle lines were drawn and the lumber industry prepared
to defend its holdings against another union attack.
The origins of the war between Kirby Lumber Company
and the Brotherhood of Timber Workers began in late 1910
in Alexandria, Louisiana. A.L. Emerson, a native East Texan
and former employee of Kirby Lumber Company, organized
the Brotherhood of Timber Workers, a union that operated
in Louisiana, Texas, and Arkansas. After making significant
inroads in Louisiana, Emerson set his sights on the East
Texas lumber industry. The news of the Brotherhood's
intentions reached Kirby Lumber Company in March
1911. In a mass letter, C.P. Myer, Manager of Logging and
Mills at the Kirby Lumber Company, issued a notice to all
his mill managers of an impending general movement to
organize Kirby Lumber Company employees. 36 Because of
the success of the Brotherhood in Louisiana, Myer knew
that he needed to proceed with care and consideration in
order to develop a plan to discourage union activity in the
region. Myer ordered covert observation ofunion organizers
and his managers documented widespread meetings during
the month of May in the regions under Kirby Lumber
Company's sphere of operations, specifically in Kirbyville,
Evadale, and Bronson. 37
The war between the Kirby Lumber Company and the
Brotherhood of Timber Workers began as a nonviolent
altercation. The arrival of organizer John L. Lindsey, a
native East Texan and former employee of the Kirby mill
at Kirbyville, marked thc beginning of the first campaign
that lasted from July 1911 until January 1912. 3& The first
66
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mention of Lindsey occurred in a letter from the manager
of the mill at Call to C.P. Myer on July 19, 1911, stating
that the citizens of Call threw an Horganizer by the name
of John Lindsey out of town the day before," indicative
of the citizens' attitude towards unionism in East Texas
in 1911. 39 Organizer Lindsey arrived in Kirbyville on the
same day and, ironically, set up headquarters there for the
entire union movement in East Texas. 40 After several days
of union attempts to organize Kirbyville, l.A. Herndon, the
manager of the mill at Kirbyville, reported to Myer that
the mill workers and the townspeople considered Lindsey
"a joke."4! Herndon also displayed great contempt for his
former employee, referring to organizer Lindsey as "Windy"
Lindsey because of his obnoxious speeches. 42
After organizer Lindsey's early failures, Herndon
began a campaign to remove the union threat by confusing
union leaders and terminating union employees. In a letter
to Myer, Herndon stated that he organized the businessmen
of Kirbyville against the union and mentions a man named
Tom Choate, also known as "Blind Tiger Man," who joined
the union as a double agent for the company.43 As a result
of Herndon's campaign of confusion, union leaders began
displaying paranoid behavior. On August 5, 1911, Lindsey
accused a fellow union member of being a double agent for
Herndon and expelled him from the organization. Herndon
assumed his campaign was successful and stated that Tom
Choate's cover "remains intact. "44 Later in September~
Herndon instituted his third endeavor at undermining the
union movement by discharging all employees suspected
of sympathizing with the union. 45 This campaign was
not company policy but proved effective, and Myer later
decided to adopt it.
Excluding the events in Kirbyville, August 1911 saw
the most prominent union successes in East Texas during
the first union campaign against Kirby Lumber Company.
In Roganville, E.S. Stone, the manager of Mill "J,"
reported a risc in union activity due to funds provided by
the businessmen of the town. 46 Later on, Stone realized
that a local tie contractor for Kirby Lumber Company,
W.M. Collins, employed suspected union members. Stone
recommended C.P. Myer advise Collins to dismiss these
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men under threat of contract breach with Kirby Lumber
Company.47 Under such a threat, Collins acquicsced. 48 By
August 21, 1911, constant union activity forced the Kirby
Lumber Company to close the Roganville mill indefinitely,
primarily because the union had effectively prevented
the mill from obtaining a sufficient force of nonunion
workers. 49 In Bronson, R.E. Campbell expressed his desire
to resign from his position as manager of Mill "P" due to
the civil unrest brought on by union activity. 50 Herndon
reported later in August of a possible mole in Bronson, and
that the entire town had turned against Campbell. He also
stated that Campbell's life and the lives of all the lumber
workers were in jeopardy.51 In early September, Herndon
confirmed that all the businessmen of the town of Newton
were union members. 52 An "affray" that also occurred in
early September worried Myer to the point of contacting his
attorneys for advice on handling the labor situation. 53 After
consulting with his attorneys, Myer resolved to take stronger
measures against the Brotherhood of Timber Workers.
After the initial union successes in Roganville and
Bronson, Myer encouraged sawmill managers to take more
drastic measures against union organizers and sympathizers.
In Browndel, employees of the sawmill met on August 14,
1911 and signed a resolution to oppose any attempt of
the union to gain a foothold in the area. 54 In late August,
two organizers arrived at Camp Weathersby near Silsbee,
Texas, and attempted to hold a meeting. J.B. Lindsey, the
superintendent of the camp organized the men into a "tin
can band" using tin cans and old tubs. The noise prevented
the organizers from speaking and they eventually left the
area. 55 Nonviolent strategy prevailed for months, but the
first incident of bloodshed occurred in Kirbyville on August
28, 1911. Herndon reported members of Tom Choate's own
gang had killed him on Sunday in the African American
quarters. 56 Due to the ambiguity of the report, it is unknown
why Choate's men turned against him, but obviously the
men must have responded violently when they learned
of Choate's involvement in the union. Another report of
violence occurred in Fuqua, Texas after a union organizer
arrived and boasted that he would "organize the entire
town." The men from the sawmill severely flogged him. 57
68

*

East Texas Theatre o/the Timber War

Based on intelligence provided by secret agents, C.P.
Myer devised a new strategy in September of 1911; the
dismissal of employees suspected of union involvement
as well as blacklisting. First reports of secret service
activity began in early September in a letter from Myer to
G.R. Christie, an auditor for Kirby Lumber Company, in
reference to an expense account for E.E. Sapp, "engaged
in secret service" reporting on the Brotherhood of Timber
Workers. 5R Demonstrating the ability of the company to
infiltrate the Brotherhood of Timber Workers, a later report
states that E.E. Sapp served as a peace officer protecting
the Brotherhood of Timber Workers' Grand President, A.L.
Emerson. 59
The Southern Lumber Operators' Association provided
most of the operatives used by Kirby Lumber Company.
Because of their loose affiliation with the lumber company,
secret service men were not held to the same code of
conduct that bound managers and superintendents to
nonviolent behavior. Herndon's agent, Ross Williams, came
to Kirbyville to investigate union activity and detained Dr.
B.F. Bean, a union sympathizer and acquaintance of future
Texas governor James E. Ferguson. No evidence sufficiently
links the future governor to the union movement in East
Texas in this period, however, the progressive nature of
Fcrgusonism provides unique perspective on Dr. Bcan and
his involvement in union activity.60 In Herndon's words, Dr.
Bean was Hstaying with us becausc he figures it would bc a
bad proposition to do otherwise. "61
As early as August 16, 1911, Myer considered the use of
the blacklist as a definitive measure to end the union threat.
After receiving a letter from his attorneys cautioning him
in its use, Myer ordered his managers to begin reporting
the names of all union members and sympathizers. 62
Lists poured into Myer's office from all Kirby Lumber
Company's spheres of influence. General dismissals of
suspected union members from Kirby Lumber COlnpany~s
employment began after Myer received news of Herndon's
successful campaigns against the union in Kirbyville. Myer
consulted with his attorneys in early September concerning
the legality of dismissing employees under the penalty of
union membership.63 The attorneys answered in a letter
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from Myer to W. T. Hooker, manager of the Browndel
sawmill, on implementing a companywide dismissal of any
union employee. 64 Tn early October, Herndon reported to
Myer that he had spread rumors of spotters 65 in Kirbyville
and that organizer Lindsey was "in hysterics. "66 By midOctober, Myer decided to implement this method by using
his agents to spread counterintelligence throughout the
union Icadcrship.67
The resolve of the Kirby Lumber Company executives
and management remained constant throughout the struggle
with the union. The case of O.P. Hauver demonstrated
this resolve by the unyielding position of the company
towards any employee that demonstrated the slightest
sympathy towards the union. In October 1911, Mr. Hauver
wrote a letter to John H. Kirby to vindicate himself after
his dismissal from the company. Hauver claimed to have
worked for the company for eight years and declared his
innocence of any affiliation with the Brotherhood of Timber
Workers. Hauver claimed, "A man can't be honorable and
belong to a union that has no honor."6R C.P. Myer wrote
to B.F. Bonner the following day to explain the situation.
Myer intended to hold Hauver's termination for thirty days
in order to ascertain the validity of the accusations. Myer
asserted that Hauver's brother-in-law, Will Lafollett, joined
the union in Kirbyville. Myer admitted that the evidence
against Hauver was "hearsay" but argued that management
must act on any evidence rather than employ union
members. 69 Bonner wrote back to Hauver apologizing for
his unfortunate dismissal, but admitted he could not allow
Hauver to return to work. In addition to the ease of O.P.
Hauver, a man named John McKinnon, after his dismissal
from Kirby Lumber Company, returned to his employer with
a signed affidavit stating his disaffiliation with any labor
union. 70 No evidence confirmed or denied if the company
reinstated McKinnon even after his affidavit. Such events,
singled out from amongst hundreds of dismissals, displayed
the severe consequences the company inflicted upon any
employee sympathizing with the union.
The union~s response to Mycr's new campaign came
almost immediately via a report from J.W. Lewis, manager
of the mill at Call, Texas. During the early hours of the
70

*

East Texas Theatre ofthe Timber War

morning, two strangers approached a fireman on duty at the
mill at Call, regarding the Brotherhood of Timber Workers,
but the watchmen ordered them to leave. The strangers stated
that it would be unhealthy for him or any other watchman
to oppose the union. 7l Lewis stated that three nights later,
the watchmen found another note demanding the watchmen
"quit their jobs immediately or else."72 Two days later,
Myer sent Lewis three electric flashlights,73 an expensive
item in 1911, to help find the union organizers threatening
his millworkers. 74 The threats disappeared in the light of the
new portable torches. The overall response of the town of
Call, Texas to these threats came in early October when the
entire town told a union organizer warningly that "he was
not wanted here."7s
Kirbyville also faced threats from a constable named
Will Christian who ordered Herndon to shut down the mill
so the African Americans could help with the cotton crop. In
his report, Herndon admitted to Myer that he expected such
a maneuver and long suspected Christian of sympathizing
with the unions. Herndon also stated that he sent men to
watch Christian. 76 Two days later Herndon alerted Myer that
Constable Christian was going from mill to mill, on a Santa
Fe Railroad pass, disrupting Kirby Lumber Company's
labor force. Herndon advised Mycr to contact Santa Fe
Railroad and revoke Christian's pass to prevent him from
causing any further damage to Kirby Lumber Company.77
The first campaign of the war ended with the flight of
organ izer Lindsey on October 23, 1911. Herndon reported
that Lindsey had "flew the COOp."78 The following day
Herndon stated that Grand President Emerson would not
work in this part of the country because of an injunction
filed against him. 79 It appeared that Kirby Lumber Company
drove the union leadership one-by-one from their spheres
of influence in East Texas. By December 1911, all union
activity had ceased in Kirbyville, and Herndon observed
that all remaining union organizers had disappeared from
Kirbyville more that two weeks prior. 80 The company
appeared to have won, but the escalation of violence taught
the union leaders that in order to take East Texas from Kirby
Lumber Company, they needed to intensify their resolve.
The second union campaign began in January 1912. A
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report from Operative #3 stated that in Beaumont a company
man was on his way to Merryville, Louisiana with forty
laborers, when a union man moved in among them. The
man informed the laborers that if they took employment
at the mill in Merryville, they would be killed. Fifteen to
twenty African Americans took flight, which the union
man informed Operative #3 that four other union men were
stationed in Beaumont to prevent any laborers from arriving
in Merryville. 81 The union ~s action marked a significant
escalation from organizing mill workers to overtly
threatening the companies. The violence escalated further
in February 1912 with a report from Operative #6 that a
man named J.F. Cox, an ex-convict who robbed a train and
killed his partners, admitted to burning down two houses
in Warren, Texas and planned to dynamite the Planing Mill
at Warren. In March 1912, citizens responded to the spread
of violence in their various communities by threatening to
shoot union organizers and sympathizers. The influence
of the Harrison boys of Kountze kept the union men from
Fuqua from venturing near the town. 82 Overall violence in
East Texas rose daily and the inevitable outcome lay only
months away.
When a group of armed men from the Brotherhood of
Timber Workers marched on the Galloway Mill in Grabow,
Louisiana, the anticipated clash became a pivotal moment
in the Timber Wars of 1911-1912. The crowd of armed
union men marched on the mill and someone fired a shot.
According to a report by E.J. Franz, an operative for Kirby
Lumber Company, a man named Sedberry, claiming to
be an eyewitness of the event, states that two union Inen
opened fire on the mill. Sedberry claimed the men shot at
him and a man named Frank Hafford. 83 After the first shot,
the Gallowy's riot officers fired into the crowd, killing three

and wounding more than forty. Sheriff Henry A. Reid and
his deputies rushed to the scene and Governor Hall ordered
a contingent of the National Guard from Lake Charles to
Grabow to restore order. The sherifCs deputies and the
National Guard arrested A.L. Emerson and twenty other
union leaders, transported them to Lake Charles, where
they were indicted by a grand jury. 84
After the Grabow Riot, the companies forgot any notion
72
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of civility and began overt attempts to condemn and destroy
the union and its leaders. Franz reported that under his
orders the Burn's Detective Agency had frightened many of
the witnesses for A.L. Emerson~s defense out of the country
in order to ensure Emerson's conviction. 85 The Grabow Riot
marked the beginning of the end for the unions. Looking
back, R.A. Long, president of the Long-Bell Lumber
Company, reminded the Kirby Lumber Company that the
labor troubles climaxed in 1912 with the events at the
Grabow Plant and the arrests of most of the labor leaders
causing disorganization throughout the union. 86
Following Grabow, the common worker, influenced by
company actions and rhetoric disapproved of the actions of
the Brotherhood of Timber Workers. Allen suggests that the
economic exhaustion from the Lake Charles trial caused
the Brotherhood to seek aid from the Industrial Workers of
the World (lWW), an affiliation that drove the population
further from the union. 87 In an article for the TimesDemocrat, a reporter stated that thc common farmer had
lost faith in the Brotherhood of Timber Workers because of
its association with the IWW. The same article affirmed that
the Brotherhood of Timber Workers planned to officially
amalgamate with the Industrial Workers of the World on
September 1, 1912. 88
The companies took no chances and prepared for another
violent strike. In August, C.P. Myer suggested that J .F.
Woods, superintendent of Camp #8 at Call, Texas, should
get the Sheriff of Newton County to deputize two reliable
men under his employ to protect operations at the camp
while the organizer for the union was making speeches. K9
Myer further attacked union organizers by conspiring with
the Houston Oil Company to revoke the land titles of L.G.
Black. The Houston Oil Company refused to respond, so
Myer took the matter to B.F. Bonner, urging the need for
a unified effort between the various industries in order to
ensure the union '8 defeat. 90

Despite the setback of the Grabow Riot and the
exhausting trial, the union continued to fight the companies'
efforts of control. In September, B.F. Bonner wrote a letter
to Judge l.W. Terry informing him of the forced closure
of the mills at Bronson and Roganville until he recruited a
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non-union crew. 9 \ Two months later, the union set its sights
on the American Lumber Company's mill at Merryville,
Louisiana. According to a letter from operative Franz, Kirby
Lumber Company considered purchasing the Merryville
mill in December. A union man named Ward from DeRidder,
Louisiana stated if Kirby Lumber bought the Merryville
mill, "he [John H. Kirby] will never remember running
it."92 On November 13, 1912, Emerson drew a line in the
sand and told all the men in favor of a strike to cross the
line. According to the report, 600 men crossed the line and
Emerson declared a strike in Merryville. 93 A week later,
the operative reported that someone burned down the mill
and that the Brotherhood of Timber Workers issued further
threats directed towards the Kirby Lumber Company.94
From December to January, union men prevented
workers from reaching Merryville. B.P. Bonner pleaded
with Judge Terry to arrest those responsible under charges
of intimidation and inciting fear in the populace. 95 Despite
the strike's end and the mill's reopening on January 6,
1913, the union refused to surrender. A second strike began
in February with another round of violent shootings. After
ten days of violence, the citizens of Merryville rose up
and drove the strikers out of the city, effectively ending
the strike. 96 This marked the end of any successful attempt
by the remnants of the Brotherhood of Timber Workers to
defeat the Kirby Lumber Company.
By summer 1913, B.F. Bonner wrote to M.L.
Alexander, president of the Southern Lumber Operators'
Association, informing him that all union activity had
ceased and claimed the violence of thc Brotherhood of
Timber Workers essentially over. 97 Records seldom mention
the union following early 1912. A failed attempt by A.L.
Emerson in 1914 to reorganize the Brotherhood of Timber
Workers was recorded in a letter to John H. Kirby from the
Southern Lumber Operators' Association, however, due
to severe lack of support from workers, nothing came of
the attempt. 98 To ensure a united front against future union
struggles, R.A. Long, president of the Long-Bell Lumber
Company, wrote to remind the Kirby Lumber Company in
1915 of the Labor troubles climax in 1912. Long suggested
that the lumber manufacturers contribute a sum of $4100 to
74
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help the Galloways since they aided the Southern Operators'
Association to the point of disaster. Long argues that this act
of compassion would demonstrate the united stance of the
Southern Lumber Operators' Association to the Industrial
Workers of the World. 99
The use of Welfare Capitalism and the ability of the
lumber companies to organize enabled them to dissuade
their employees from joining the unions and control the
labor's effectiveness. The companies eventually infiltrated
the unions and, by manipulating the union leaders,
undermined the efforts at every opportunity. Kirby Lumber
Company, with the cooperation of other lumber companies
throughout East Texas, defeated every attempt of the union
to organize their labor force by providing their employees
with competitive wages and protecting them from the
violence that occurred in Western Louisiana. Despite the
promises of the union organizers, the vast majority of the
Kirby Lumber Company's employees never wavered in
their loyalty. Following the Grabow Riot and the Merryville
Strike, the opinion of the Brotherhood of Timber Workers
held by the common worker declined, and after the
monetarily devastating trial the Brotherhood of Timber
Workers faded into history. The philosophy of Welfare
Capitalism and company's affiliation with the various antiunion organizations enabled the executives and managers
of Kirby Lumber Company to prevent the Brotherhood of
Timber Workers making inroads into the East Texas regions
in which the Kirby Lumber Company operated.
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B.F. Bonner. August 28, 1911, Kirby Lumber Company Collection. Box
197. East Texas Research Center, Stephen F. Austin State University,
Nacogdoches. Texas.
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Editor:S note: Jean Andrews' article on Leroy Colombo
will appear in two parts. Part II will run in the January 2011
issue.

Leroy Colombo: The DeafLifeguard ofGalveston
Island
Part I: The Early Years (1905 - 1943)
By

JEAN

F.

ANDREWS

f all the lifeguards who patrolled the beaches of
Gal veston Island, none was more courageous,
charismatic and colorful than Leroy Colombo. Deaf
from the age of seven, Colombo spent his youth and most
of his adult life as a volunteer lifeguard. Colombo was an
indefatigable lifesaver (rescuing more than nine hundred
people from near-drowning deaths over four decades),l
a gifted athlete winning numerous trophies and medals
for sea water racing, a surfboard acrobat, and diver who
charmed hundreds of Galveston locals and tourists. He was
also a generous humanitarian. His own words best sum up
the man-- his intelligence, vitality, and decency.
"I not worry about my life. I go in lot
dangerous and saved two firemen on top of
E.S. Building used be hardware store. I do not
give a damn about my life. I almost drown 16
times. God is always with me all the time-I
save Negro or Mexican or White people. I am
not letting no damn people let color people
drown. I saved dog life got $25 reward at
Balinese room. Will still save anybody life
anytime. I do not make any different. Mr. D.
tell me stay out of water & I do not stay. I
am still expert swimmer."2

O

Jean F. Andrews is a Professor of Deaf Studies/Deaf
Education at Lamar University in Beaumont, Texas. She
has published children s novels with deaf characters, coauthored two textbooks with psychologists, as well as
conducted research and published in the area of language,
literacy and diversity related to deafpersons.
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What does Colombo ~s life reveal about the beach town of
Galveston when itwas the "Riviera 0 [the South," built around a
daytime 'physical culture' ofthe beach--tanning, swimming,
seawater races, surfing and bathing suit pageants, and a
night life of amusement parks, drinking, eating, dancing,
and gambling at clubs and casinos build on pleasure piers
on stilts over the gulf? How did his early boyhood, his
deafness and enrollment at the Texas School for the Deaf,
as well as his young adult experiences on the beaches of
Galveston shape his identity as a lifeguard, athlete and
member of the Deaf community?3
In Part I, I examine Colombo's boyhood years where
he was born into a large Italian-American immigrant
family of eight children. I describe how his family suffered
twin tragedies: he became deaf from spinal meningitis in
1912, and his father died young of a heart attack in 1913.
Colombo's life was even more life-altering when he enrolled
in boarding school in 1917 at the Texas School for the Deaf
in Austin. Here he learned American Sign Language (ASL),
joined the Deaf culture, and formed a Deaf identity which
would support and sustain him throughout his life.
Part I provides a foundation for understanding Colombo.
How does Colombo's early boyhood and young adult life
experiences shape his identity as an expert swimmer and
lifeguard? How does his entry into the Texas School for
the Deaf shape his identity as a Deaf person? I conclude in
Part I and Part II that there existed a symbiotic relationship
between the man Leroy Colombo and Galveston's civie
leaders. The city's economic need for a "safe beach
environment" to attract more tourists to the "Rivera of the
South~~ during 1920s to the 1940s motivated the city's leaders
to create a super-human character in hyperbolic prose in
the newspapers. Indeed, his lifeguarding skills and athletic
prowess united the city of Galveston much like the Olympic
Games do for countries that are typically enmeshed in petty
divisive politics, which plagued Galveston throughout its
early development as a city.4 In turn, the city of Galveston
gave Colombo his identity as a highly successful lifeguardathlete even though the city did not pay him for the majority
of his lifeguard life. Indeed, beaches in Galveston, New
Jersey, and California were the first to transition from
VOL. XLVIII, No.2
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volunteer to paid lifeguards in order to protect tourists from
drowning. 5
The Deaf community also gave Colombo an identity,
a language and an education-all of which sustained him
throughout his life-an idea I develop in both Part I and
Part II through interviews with Deaf and hearing Texans
who knew the man, loved him, and admired him.
Colombo was HBOI," an acronym that is affectionately
used for native Galvestonians or those "born on the island."6
He spent all but six years of his life on Galveston, a barrier
island on the Texas Gulf coast twenty-seven miles long
and three miles wide located fifty miles south of Houston.
For six years (1917 - 1922), he lived at a boarding school
in Austin, at the Texas School for the Deaf. Returning to
Galveston at age seventeen, he continued his contact with
deaf friends and deaf athletes who frequently came to
Galveston to visit Colombo, to watch him race and play
sports, and to picnic and swim at the beach. 7 He joined Deaf
sporting clubs and would travel frequently to Houston and
Dallas for fellowship and to meet and compete with other
Deaf sportsmen.
City records show Colombo was born at St. Mary's
Hospital on December 23, 1905 to Catherine Gaido Colombo
and Peter Colombo. Christened Peter Leroy Colombo, he
was onc of eight children.!! When he arrived home as an
infant, he was greeted by four sisters and one brother on
1713 21 Sf Strcct, a house that is still standing, purportedly
being built prior to 1903. 9
When Colombo was born in 1905, Galveston was
a major deepwater port with steamers, freighters, and
sailing ships all docked at its wharves. The city boasted a
population of more than 25,000 pcoplc,1O and as a vacation
spot it attracted thousands of tourists seeking relief from
the southern cities' oppressive summer heat. "Surf bathing
in the Gulf became the number one attraction; one weekend
in 1910, trains delivered more than six thousand visitors to
Galveston from every part ofTexas."ll With rapid increases
in tourism emerged the need for additional lifeguards, like
Colonlbo, to patrol Galveston's beaches.
Colombo's family came from Italian-American Catholic
immi grant roots. H is father, Peter Co lombo (1863 -1913) and
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his mother, Catherine Gaida Colombo (1873-1944) were
born and emigrated from Italy: his mother from Torino and
his father from Milan. 12 The Colombos, like other Italian
immigrants, came to the island because of its economic
opportunities in fishing, shipbuilding, farming, restaurant,
meat-market, retail, candy, fruit stores, grocery businesses,
barber shops, and shoe shops.13 By 1920, thousands of
Italians had immigrated to Texas, and worked in the cattle
industry in Dallas and Wcst Texas, the retail and business
industries in San Antonio and Houston, and in the sawmills
or oil refineries in BeaUlllont and Port Arthur. 14 In the words
of historian, Valentine J. Belfiglio, Galveston was the "Ellis
Island of the West" and Colombo's large extended Italian
family were part of this western immigration surge.
The majority of Italians who immigrated to Galveston
were Catholics. In keeping with strict Catholic dogma and
ritual, Peter and Catherine Colombo had a large family of
eight children who were baptized in the Roman Catholic
Church faith: Lucie (b. 1894), Marie Antoinette (b. 1898),
Esther (b. 1901), Margaret (b. 1901), Christopher Nicholas
(b. 1903), Peter Leroy (b. 1905), San Jacinto (b. 1907) and
Catherine (b. 1909). Colombo received the sacrament of
Baptism on April 29, 1906 at St. Mary's Cathedral. 's While
growing up, Colombo's family followed a southern and
Catholic tradition of attending Mass together, followed by a
large Italian meal with extended family typically held at his
uncle's house (UncJe "Cinto") and later at his brother Nick
Colombo's home. One of Colombo's cousins remembers this:"
"I remember Leroy when he came to
family functions. I was a boy about eight years
old. I had trouble understanding his speech.
Some of his speech was intelligibJe. He used
lots ofprofanity! When he got mad, he would
put his fist in his hand or beat his fist against
his chest. I remember he was a champion
swimmer. We had short conversations, he
never signed to me. He used lots of Italian
gestures."16
Like many Italian-American immigrants, Colombo '5
father, Peter, was a restaurant owner and manager. From
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1903 to 1904, he was the proprietor of Elite Restaurant on
812 29 th Street. He was also owner of the Roof Garden and
Cafe over Murdoch ~s Bath House from 1906 to 1907, and
the Chutes Park restaurant at Galveston Beach from 1909 to
1910. 17 The Chutes provided Galveston with the reputation
of being HThe Coney Island of the South." 18
Managing restaurants ran in Colombo's large extended
Italian-American family. Colombo's mother, Catherine
Gaida Colombo was the sister of San Jacinto Gaida (18871939). "San Jacinto came to Galveston with his parents
when he was two. He became one of the biggest boosters
of the Galveston beachfront." 19 San Jacinto established
a seafood canteen-Gaido's Cafe-on Murdoch's Pleasure
Pier in 1911. 20
Gaido's Seafood Restaurant is still in existence today at
Seawall Boulevard at 38th Street and his descendents still
manage it. 21 San Jacinto Gaido advised his sister to send
her deaf son to Austin to the School for the Deaf in 1917.
Colombo's enrollment at the Texas School for the Deaf
(TSD) would become a major turning point in the young
Colombo's life: his entry point into the Deaf community
after he lost his hearing from a childhood illness at age
seven, providing him with lifelong contacts, friends, and
fellow athletes.
Colombo may have experienced bacterial meningitis
based on his symptoms of high fever. During this time in
1912, it was probably treated at home with quarantine, bed
rest, and plenty of fluids. When asked in an interview if he
went to the hospital when he became sick, Colombo replied,
"No. Mama rocked me day and night. I had epileptic
attacks. "22
Professor James Baer, a researcher and clinical
audiologist found that there was a cerebrospinal meningitis
epidemic that descended on Texas and Louisiana beginning
in 1911 and ending in 1912. According to Dr. Baer, during
this time a Russian doctor, Abraham Sophian, trained at
Cornell University, came to Dallas carrying a horse immune
serum that contained antibodies to the meningitis bacteria
responsible for cerebromenengitis. There were eighty-three
cases reported in Galveston to receive the serum with an
almost twenty-five percent morbidity rate. Almost two
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thousand cases of meningitis in Texas were reported and
of the 562 who received no serum, approximately seventyseven percent died. 23 No records exist on whether or not
Colombo received the horse serum or not. As there were
no antibiotics available in the early 20 th century, treatment
for meningitis at best was centered on quarantine, bed rest,
application of salt solution to the throat and nose, plenty of
fluids to prevent dehydration, and the horse serum-if it
was available. 24
Spinal meningitis can attack the hearing mechanism
causing deafness, and the disease can also attack other
parts of the brain causing blindness, paralysis, language,
and learning disabilities, or behavioral disorders. 25 This is
what happened to Colombo. He temporarily lost his ability
to walk and be became profoundly deaf.
For hearing parents such as the Colombos, who had
never met a deaf person, having a deaf child can bring
on a constellation of painful and conflicting feelings
ranging from shock, disbelief, fear, pain, sadness, anger,
depression, confusion, and denial. Some parents run from
doctor to doctor, preacher to preacher, palm-reader to palm
reader, snake-oil salesman to snake-oil salesman in search
of a different diagnosis, a homeopathic cure or restorative
remedy through a religious avenue, a magic elixir, and
quackery procedure, such as an airplane ride. 26 And so did
the Colombos, so up into the sky they took their deaf son. 27
Throughout his life~ Colombo repeated these flim-flam cures
through aviation. Newspaper reporters noted that Colombo
frequently would go up in airplanes with the "belief that
the high altitude would help him regain his hearing. "28 One
reporter noted this about these airplane rides:
"Lt. G.H. McHenry, an army airrnan~ is
taking Leroy Colombo, a deaf-mute, on daily
flights. Upon reaching an altitude of 11,000
feet, Lt. McHenry heads his plane straight
for earth and drops like a plummet 7000 to
8000 feet. Colombo has reported that he can
hear loud noises while the plane is diving and
it is hoped eventually to restore his hearing
completely. "29
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Other folk remedies for hearing loss existed. Colombo~s
brothers initiated a homeopathic physical therapy where
they carried their younger deaf brother through the back
alleys of their neighborhood that were paved with oyster
shells to get him to use his legs and walk on the uneven
shelled surface. Through these exercises, according to one
family member, Colombo regained the use of his legs. 30
Paralysis from the illness is often temporary, but hearing
loss is permanent, non-reversible, and cannot be fully
regained from surgery, medication or with even assistive
technology. Colombo's paralysis, or his deafness, did not
keep him out of the Gulf of Mexico for long. Watching his
brothers, Colombo learned how to swim. His mother and his
uncles were opposed to letting him go into the water. 3\ Since
Colombo had become deaf, his family was overprotective.
Hearing mothers may be more controlling toward their deaf
children who often grow up never being allowed to freely
explore their environment. 32 But still Colombo persisted.
In his own words, he said:
HI learn myself. My uncles try to make me quit. They
even tried to drown me, pushing my head underwater so I
could not breathe. They wanted to break me from sneaking
off, but they did not stop me. "33
Colombo's childhood took a dramatic shift in May
1913, when he was eight years old. Petcr Colombo died of a
heart attack, leaving behind his wifc and eight children. His
death brought significant family changes. Nick, the eldest
son, became the family provider at the tender age of ten
and continued this "father~' role even into adulthood when
his deaf brother became an adult. Nick quit school in the
fifth grade to help support his mother and seven brothers
and sisters, riding a bicycle around the island for Western
Union delivering telegrams. 34 When times were hard and he
needed money in later years, Colombo would often go to
the backdoor of Nick's office or home and ask for money.
Nick became Colombo's surrogate father. Such is the case
in large families when the father is absent-physically,
emotionally, or psychologically-children will search for
"father substitutes" in their environment. Years later, Nick
Colombo's son, Russ Colombo remarked in an interview,
HMy father never had a childhood."35
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Upon his Uncle "Cinto's" advice, the family sent Leroy
to the Texas School for the Deafin Austin. Reflecting back,
Colombo acknowledges his uncles for their role in his life.
In 1973, in an interview, Colombo said this:
....My uncle is H. J. Gaida. He owns Casey's and had
a cafe at Murdoch house almost sixteen years before he
passed away. He was the best I ever had and his brother, I
really miss them both. "36
Colombo and his mother traveled over two hundred
miles from Galveston to Austin to enroll in the Texas
School for the Deaf in 1915 when he was ten years old. 37
Here Colombo formally entered the Deaf community
learning to embrace its values such as the use of American
Sign Language (ASL), the language used by more than two
million deaf Canadians and Americans. He also entered
the deaf culture, a community that has its own beliefs,
values, and social organizations, including schools, clubs,
history and heritage. 38 The deaf community was to provide
Colombo with a support group who followed his lifeguard
and racing career throughout his life, publishing stories and
photographs about him in deaf periodicals such as the Silent
Worker and the DeafAmerican.
The Texas School for the Deaf (TSD) was established by
the Texas legislature in 1856. First called "The Texas Deaf
and Dumb Asylum," the school enrolled eleven students
and provided free education to deaf children and youth in
Texas. 39 The terms deaf and dumb and asylum are no longer
used in today~s multicultural sensitive times. Deaf people
prefer the term, HDeaf" for its cultural meanings. Today,
the Deaf community is recognized as a cultural group with
its own language, cultural beliefs, and values. 40 The TSD
is presently staffed with experienced and state certified
teachers, administrators, psychologists, and social workers
who are fluent in ASL and knowledgeable about the Deaf
culture. The school enrolls more than five hundred deaf
and hard of hearing children from around the state. They
have a comprehensive curriculum that contains academics,
vocational programming, sports and after school club
activities, and receive a first-class education.
At TSD, Colombo lived in a dormitory and attended
classes with other deaf boys and girls.
He learned
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academics-reading, writing and arithmetic in the morning,
and vocational trades such as shoemaking, tailoring,
printing, bookkeeping, and typing in the afternoon. Since
he arrived at school with speech and language skills in
English he was placed in the oral class where the teachers
drilled him on speech skills. While in the dormitories in
the evening and in the cafeteria, he learned American Sign
Language (ASL), a language which he used throughout his
life with his Deaf friends and Deaf lifeguard colleagues.
Colombo adjusted to dormitory life as at home he lived
with seven siblings; he was accustomed to community
living. In the evenings he watched the movic picture
machine, chatted with friends or played sports. During the
warmer months, Colombo swam at Bull Creek, seven miles
away from TSD, and here he further developed his strong
swimming skills that he had begun in the Gulf. 41 The deaf
school became a second home for Colombo where he found
a community of signers with whom he could communicate
on more than a superficial level. It is here where he made
lifelong deaf friends and maintained these supportive
friendships throughout his life. 42
In 1922, Colombo left TSD. He and several of his
classmates got into trouble on campus and were asked to
leave. Dr. Felix B. Shuford, a medical doctor who was the
superintendant for 1919 to 1923 was a strict disciplinarian
who frequently expelled students for "disobedience and
immoral behavior.~' 43 During this time~ TSD (or any
school for that matter) did not have special education law
and Behavioral Intervention Plans that would have kept
Colombo in school. Even in 1922, for a deafperson, leaving
school at such a young prcvocational age of seventeen was a
tragic mistake because it curtailed and restricted education
and opportunities for future employment.
Colombo and his friends was invited to come back to
TSD in 1923, but he decided to stay home in Galveston as
he had begun to spend time on the beaches and wanted to
be a lifeguard. The formal structured life at the school for
the dcafwas not to his liking as Colombo was a "free spirit"
who spent most of his free time at the beach.
At TSD Colombo had full access to communication
because everyone on campus used sign language. When he
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returned to Galveston, Colombo became frustrated as none
of his family had learned sign language. In an interview
conducted in 1973, Colombo reflected back about his
relationship with his mother.
"I used try be prize fighter but my mother stopped me
so I start swim and won all races in Galveston. I am still
champion... Mama took most of prizes-eash. If sheld
learned to talk with fingers I could have explained. I had a
gud mama. "44
"Talking with fingers" or sign language was stigmatized
during Colombo ~s time. Hearing people were embarrassed
to use it or to be seen with deaf people using it. During my
interviews, I found none of Colombos surviving relatives
(nephew and cousins) who ever saw Colombo use sign
language. 45 I found only one hearing lifeguard colleagueA.R. (Babe) Schwartz, now a retired legislator and lobbyist
who lives in Austin with his wife Marlyn, who used sign
language with Colombo. According to Mr. Schwartz,
Colombo taught him sign language and they used it together
when he was ajunior lifeguard working with Colombo. 46
Colombo may have internalized the negative feelings
toward sign language from the hearing community around
him who never learned to communicate with him in his
language. Today there is greater openness about the learning
of ASL among hearing family members of deaf people
with many churches~ community colleges, and universities
offering classes and even bachelors and masters degrees in
ASL and PhD degrees in ASL linguistics.
For the young Colombo, lifeguarding came naturally.
In a news story, he said, " ... 1 saved my first life when I was
12 and many others before I became a lifeguard at 15."47
At age fifteen~ in 1921 and just before he exited from
the Texas School for the Deaf, Colonlbo and his brothers,
Cinto and Nick were invited to join the SurfTobaggan Club
(S.T.C.). This \.vas an elite group of volunteer lifeguards
whose duties included keeping the beach clean, saving
lives, and competing throughout the state in swimming
races in Dallas, Houston~ and San Antonio. The club also
played sports: football and baseball, and also performed on
the beach Uturning handsprings for an hour or so dressed in
their last year's bathing suits," as one reporter noted. 48
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To earn the coveted S.T.C. membership~ individuals
were required to go through a grueling endurance test of
swimming for three hours in the Gulf without using floating
devices or floating on their backs. Colombo clocked in as
one of the club's strongest swimmers. He swam fifteen
miles in eleven hours. He was invited into the club with his
brothers, all of whom had to follow the rule of the S. T.C.
that members must swim in the Galveston surf at least once
a week as well as pay dues of twenty-five cents a week. 49
For Colombo, swimming in the Gulf was part of his daily
routine.
Leaving TSD, Colombo returned to Galveston and
began his life as a lifeguard, seawater racer, and surfer.
He also worked odd jobs as a restaurant waiter, worked at
beach concession stands, and at night as a bouncer and night
watchman at the Balinese Room Casino and Club, where
he mixed with movie stars and the gambling underworld
during the "Golden Era of Galveston Island. "50
Colombo's superb eye for detecting swimmers in
distress earned him glory. His photograph in The Galveston
Daily News was of a fit, tanned, muscular, and handsome
young man holding large trophies surrounded by women
at beach beauty pageants. But his life was not all glamour.
Therc were emotional ruptures, losses, and leavings: losing
his hearing to a childhood illness at age seven, losing his
father to a deadly heart attack when he was just twelve,
leaving the Texas School for the deaf before completing his
education, several reportcd divorces, years of poverty living
out of a car, sleeping on a cot in a beach concession stand,
with the daily painful isolation of being surrounded by
family and co-workers who did not share his sign language.
But by day, Colombo was happy, successful, and wellrespected for his heroic deeds saving lives on the beach. His
most often publicized and dramatic lifesaving event occurred
when he was only twenty-three years of age. On March 13,
1928 he leaped off of Pier 20 to save two men, the captain
and first-mate of the tugboat the Propeller. Colliding into
a large barge full of oil, exploding, and catching fire, the
tug boat plunged deep into the Gulrs harbor. Supennanlike, Colombo dove into the icy March waters to rescue the
men from burning debris before the sea patrol authorities
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arrived. 51 In his own words, Colombo provided riveting
details for a news reporter. 52
"I was at Pier 20 waiting for a banana boat
to come in and was sitting about 25 yards
away from the tugboat when I felt the terrific
explosion that set fire in the boat. I saw the
flames and ran to get a hose about 25 feet from
the tug, but it was rotten. I got trapped in the
heavy smoke but finally found my way out. A
man on the wharf told me two men were in the
water and I went after them and rescued both
of them at the same time. One of the men,
Fred W. Barr, chief engineer of the tugboat,
was exhausted and the other man was trying
to get hold of me and I had to knock him out.
I don't remember clearly what happened after
I got them in, as I swallowed gas from the gas
pipe which exploded and was out of my mind
for about 30 minutes_ I could not eat or drink
for 24 hours and the gas tasted like poison.
H

A reporter in 1954 noted that t "For this feat, Colombo
received a letter of gratitude from the wife of one of the men
and a check for $50." S3
The wife of one of the tugboat
captains wrote movingly:
"We cannot express our appreciation for what you
have done for us. You have given to me a husband, who I
understand was nearly gone. For this I can never repay you.
Words cannot express how I feel about this matter. All I can
say is 'I Thank You. H'54
For this heroic act t Galveston nominated Colombo to
receive the Carnegie Medal, which he did not receive when
one tugboat captain recanted his story.55
Once a reporter asked Colombo if people were
appreciative when he saved their lives. Colombo responded:
"No, in fact, they seem embarrassed. Some cross the street
to keep from meeting me face to face, The only reward I
ever received was when I saved a dog from drowning. The
owner gave me $25,"56
There are other examples ofHrescuees-behaving-badly,"
Once Colombo saved two girls from drowning. While their
96

*

Leroy Colombo

father promised him two cases of beer, he only gave him
two cans. In a similar incident when Colombo saved a
fifteen-year-old newsboy, bystanders took up a collection
of only one dollar. Colombo was once rewarded twentyfive dollars for saving a dog and retrieving a pair of false
teeth from the Gulf. 5?
In another dramatic lifesaving event, a reporter wrote
about Colombo's rescue of shrimp boat sailors in distress:
"They saw a shrimp boat burning near
San Luis Pass. The crewmen jumped and
managed to reach a tiny nearby island. A plane
flying in the vicinity attempted a rescue, but
the pilot could find no place for a landing.
Colombo and Thompson swam to the island,
cleared a landing space for the plane to come
in and effect the rescue. "5K
To understand Colombo ~s remarkable achievements
as a lifeguard, one must understand the Gulf's bi-polar
personality. On its surface, it can be calm with gentle
rolling waves, but underneath it has hidden deep holes,
crevices, sandbars, barnacle-covered jetties, and dangerous
rip currents or undertow that pull out to sea unsuspecting
swimmers to drowning deaths. A swimmer's first reaction
is to fight the rip current, swimming against it in a struggle
to reach shore. Knowledgeable swimmers will "go with
the flow" swimming diagonally to the rip current to allow
the surf to ease them out of it. Typically, inexperienced
swimmers panic, fight and drown, unless Colombo or
another lifeguard saves them.
World War II brought hundreds of vacationing soldiers
to Galveston's beaches. When he was thirty-eight-yearsold, on a beach crowded with soldiers, he saved nineteen
lives. 59 Colombo was quoted in the Galveston Daily News:
" ... a soldier kept climbing up Murdoch's Pier and diving
off the cross supports between the pilings. I couldn't make
him come down. Finally, he dived and broke his neck. I
pulled him out and took him to the hospital, but he died the
next day. "60
Reporters called Colombo, a "veteran lifeguard~' who
on April 22, 1945, saved four swimmers near the municipal

*

97

FALL

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL JOURNAL

2010

pier who got caught up in these treacherous rip tides. 61
"Ethelyn Sandlier, Madeline Gerson
and Max Goldberg, all Houston residents
were pulled one at a time from the surf by
Colombo about 1 0 ' clock when they became
in distress about 200 yards from shore. The
two women were semi-conscious when they
were rescued, but revived without the aid
of artificial respiration, Colombo said. The
soldier, James Lekanidis, who became in
distress near the same location some time
later, was clinging precariously to the pilings
under the municipal pier when Colombo came
to his rescue and helped him regain shore.
Lekanidis suffered lacerations and bruises
on the chest and body as the surf rocked him
against the pilings, the lifeguard said."
In another attempt, Colombo was notified ofa swimmer
in trouble as he ate his lunch at the 21St Street Pier Cafe. A
reporter noted: " ... He dived from the pier into the water. ..
Colombo pulled the body to shore and administered artificial
respiration on the beach ...and in the ambulance on route to
the hospital. "62
In still another rescue, Colombo saved two tourists
from Corpus Christi, TX. The Galveston Daily News
reported that the two: " ... could not escape the current and
were swept against barnacle-covered pilings. "6] Colombo ~s
Hfesaving attempts even involved automobiles. When a
car plunged off the seawall and spilled its driver into the
Gulf waters, Colombo grabbed the dazed motorist who had
groped toward shore .64 In 1964, Colombo saved a family
of three who were in trouble around the rock groin at 57 th
Street and Seawall Boulevard. A reporter noted the rescue.
"A mother went out about 11 am. to
help her son who was having trouble after
swimming too close to the groin. She found
herself in danger. Her oldest daughter went
out after her, but got into the same situation.
A second daughter was on her way out when
Colombo noticed them and went to their
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aid. He brought back all fOUf to the beach.
He gave artificial respiration to the mother
and the son, who were taken to John Sealy
Hospital, along with the oldest daughter to be
treated for cuts and bruises. "65
Russ Colombo, his nephew, also reported that he was
once saved by his uncle when Russ was trying to help six
people out in the water:
"Uncle Leroy had atypical ways of
saving people. He would knock them out then
drag them to shore. He would pull women
by their hair. In those times, he often used a
steel buoy, octagonal in shape with handles
and ropes on it. He would always keep them
above water."66
Galveston's Police Chief D.K. Lack said this about
Colombo in a newspaper interview in 1974:
"He swam like a porpoise. His eyesight
was so sharp. He saved more people than
I ever heard or knew. He was one of the
greatest lifeguards that ever lived. I know
where he saved three people at one time, and
once, four. He could sense anything going on
in the water and see it before anyone else did.
He's a legend in the city of Galveston. "67
Indeed, Colombo had a record of saving 907 lives as
recorded in the 1976 Guinness Book of World Records.6~
The passage reads:
"Life saving. In November, 1974, the City of Galveston,
Texas and the Noon Optimist Club unveiled a plaque to the
deaf-mute lifeguard Leroy Colombo (1905-74), who saved
907 people from drowning in the waters around Galveston
Island, from 1917 to his death."

Others reported that Colombo had saved a thousand
lives, and he had a record of thirty-eight failed attempts
of saving drowning swimmers. 69 We can only speculate
exactly how many lives he saved.
Even if Colombo had saved only one life, he would be
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a hero by anyone's standards. It is ludicrous for a hero
of Colombo's caliber to be included in a book cataloging
circus-like, freak-show events written to amuse, shock,
and entertain such as Guinness. For example, above the
1976 Guinness citation of Colombo's lifesaving records
is another record of fourteen students in high school who
went leap-frogging and averaged forty-two leaps for each
of the four hundred laps for twenty-three hours and eleven
minutes. Another entry reports on a record of the only
living man, called Hthe human lightning conductor" who
was struck by lightning five times and still lived. Another
record is of a lion-tamer who mastered and fed forty lions
at the same time. 70 How can leap-frogging, being struck by
lightning, and lion taming-feeding feats compare to saving
a human life?
On the other hand, history shows that Colombo had a
flashy, colorful, and charismatic personality that dazzled
crowds. He would have relished to see his entry in Guinness.
He was an entertainer.
His marine lifeguard buddies remember him as a funny
guy who liked to tell stories to entertain and amuse. "Leroy
is the comedian of the beach boys (lifeguards) He keeps
them laughing with their antics. Leroy's description of
what he will do when he comes across the next rich man in
distress is a good for a laugh."?l In Colombo's words:
"The next time I find a rich man
drowning, I'm going to get a float and go out
to him. Then while he is trying to stay on top
of the water, I'm going to bargain with him.
I'm going to ask him to put the money in my
hand before I make the move to save him. If
he refuses, I will turn around and head for
shore leaving him to the mercy of the sea."72
Jesting, of course, Colombo was. He was often seen
playing horseshoes with both millionaires and the poor; he
made no distinction among the financial status of swimmers
whom he rescued. Neither was he affected by the drowning
victim's race as shown in his quote that began this article.
This was noteworthy given that Colombo lived during
the South's "Jim Crow" era with its strict rules for racial
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segregation.
Here are some examples of the witty Colombo, the
jokcstcr. He was once asked how he won so many races.
He reported that his "magic potion always left him feeling
fine by the end of the race. 73 In his words, "I put eight
small bottles of whiskey and sugar under my skull cap
before the race, and when I get tired, I flop over on back
and down one."74 In still another story about a clever and
shrewd Colombo, during Prohibition he would swim cases
of bootleg liquor onto Galveston's beach from boats in the
Gulf. 75
His flamboyant personality and colorful character
was captured in a 1947 newspaper photograph. He stood
\vith his masculine, hairy chest bared, in his swimming
trunks wearing a captain's cap jauntily askew, a long cigar
protruding from his teeth, holding a beer bottle in his right
hand and his left arm wrapped around a curvaceous woman
in a two-piece bathing suit wearing spiked high-heels. This
attractive movie-star couple stood together in the sudsy
Gulf sures edge. To a reporter, in a 'George Bums fashion,'
the witty Colombo quipped, "This is all the training I need
to whip a Fort Worth cowboy." Colombo was referring to
his competitor in an upcoming race with Roy P. Sutter who
was from Dallas and dubbed by the press as "the cowboy
creek and lake-trained long distance swimmer." 76
Colombo also inspired the young in more serious
matters as career choices. As a young boy, Vic Maceo who
is now the retired head of Galveston's Beach Patrol, said
this about Colombo:
"I knew him when I was a boy about
10 years old. He inspired me to become a
lifeguard. My memories of him ... he used to
walk up and down the beach with a whistle.
When he saw swimmers out far, he would
whistle and motion them in and then ball
them out using his deafspccch .... ~~Two damn
deep !" he would cuss at them and he would
kick them off the beach. "77
B

Vic Maceo had another lighter memory_ "In the
summer, Leroy would swim out to the shrimp boats that
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were anchored not far from the beach. He would get several
pounds of shrimp in a bag and swim back to the beach doing
the backstroke with the shrimp on his chest. " 78
While he packaged himselfas a funny, burly, handsome,
tanned, ladies man, so colorful and charismatic in his public
demeanor, on the job, Colombo was a serious and highlyskilled lifeguard. Some thought he had a mysterious "sixth
sense," which he used to spot and identify a drowning
person. This is what his sister-in-law, Mrs. Nick Colombo

reported:
"He had a sixth sense about saving lives.
He brought many back that arc walking
around today. He would work on a person
and bring him back to life after others gave
up. He would ride in the ambulance to the
hospital and bring them back. It was a Godgiven sense. From the time he started until
the time he retired, he saved over a thousand
people."79
I contend that rather than possessing a mysterious
sixth sense, Colombo simply used his visual attention
and motion detection abilities to recognize a swimmer in
distress. Indeed, some researchers report that deaf persons
have enhanced visual attention, visual perception, and
motion detection skills. They can shift visual attention
scan visual stimuli faster, detect visual motion faster, and
recognize faces more rapidly than hearing persons and even
deaf persons who do not use sign language. 8o Since they do
not hear the screams of the gulls, the noise of the surf, and
the general din of people-particularly laughing, shouting
children on the beach-they can focus on visual stimuli in
the water.
Today the formal training of lifeguards takes into
account the very scanning and visual acuity techniques that
Colombo and other Galveston lifeguards used regularly on
the beach. While they experienced eye fatigue, glare and
stress, they remained always vigilant to their swimmers
in the water, and could detect a stressed swimmer fairly
quickly.8]
While serious on the job, Colombo also enjoyed the
J
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spectator's limelight. He often played to his audiences'
adoration of him. After winning races in the Gulf, a reporter
said: "Colombo answered the cheers of the crowd at the
finish by climbing into a lifeboat, shaking his hands above
his head, then beating his chest in Tarzan-like fashion."82
The boyhood and early adult life experiences shaped
Colombo's identity as a superb athlete and expert lifeguard
who saved hundreds of tourists and locals from near
drowning deaths. His actions and colorful personality
captured the attention of the media and local Galveston
leaders who were marketing Galveston in the 1920's to the
1950's as a vacation resort, as a safe place to bring family
and friends to vacation. With Colombo's watchful eyes,
few drowned. Colombo's identity as a Deaf man began
with his entry in the Deaf culture via the Texas School for
the Deaf, which gave him a language, an education, and a
network of deaf friends. Indeed, Colombo was bilingual
in two languages: ASL and English. He was also bicultural
in two cultures: the Deaf culture and the hearing culture.
But as I will describe in Part II, his life was not all glamour
and glory. In later years, Colombo suffered from ill-health
and this led to his death at age 69 from heart failure with
complications.
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Price Daniel, Texas Democrats, and School
Segregation, 1956-1957
By

CHARLES WAITE

I

n the mid-1950s, Texas maintained a largely southern political
culture. As in the other ex-Confederate states, the Democratic
primary represented the real election, with the general election
in November a mere formality against token Republican opposition.
Because Texas remained a one-party state, different factions
within the Democratic Party constantly struggled for power, with
conservatives usually the victors.
During the mid 1950s, the issue of race energized such an intraparty schism. During the election season of 1956, the racial issue
was the most volatile issue and elections throughout the South in that
ycar hinged on the explosive issue of states' responses to the United
States Supreme Court's 1954 Brown v. Board ofEducation decision,
which required states to desegregate HInherently Unequal" public
schools. Although Texas never elected an extreme segregationist
such as Alabama's George Wallace or Mississippi's Ross Barnett,
its main gubernatorial aspirants all spoke out against integrated
schools during the 1956 Democratic primary campaign. The primary
candidates for the governor's mansion both grappled with the issue.
Price Daniel and Ralph Yarborough represented the conservative
and liberal wings of the party respectively, while on the fringes of
race-baiting politics ex-governor W. Lee "Pappy" 0' Daniel and
West Texas rancher and historian J. Evetts Haley promised extreme
measures to stop integration
During the mid-to-Iate 1950s, most of the ex-Confederate states
adopted some variation of "massive resistance" to the Brown decision.
Although Texas was, and remains, a diverse state geographically and
culturally, it still resembled the rest of the South in its determination
to prevent desegregation of public schools. Attempts at "massive
resistance" in Texas did not last as long as those in some Deep South
states, but segregationist legislation and racial politics did reflect the
most contentious issue facing the state leadership during the first
tenn of Governor Price Daniel, from 1957 to 1959.
Maintaining public school segregation represented a popular
issue, especially in East Texas, during the gubernatorial election
of 1956. Candidate Daniel, a typical southern segregationist of the
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period, had been one of the few members of the Texas delegation
during his senate term to sign the Southern Manifesto, which called
the Brown decision unconstitutional. As state Attorney General, he
had worked unsuccessfully to keep the University of Texas Law
School segregated in the landmark Sweatt v. Painter case of 1950, and
while campaigning in 1956 he often denounced "forced integration,"
and promised to use his power as governor to preserve segregation
wherever a majority of the population opposed integration. I
The two dominant candidates in the 1956 race, Daniel and
Judge Ralph Yarborough, represented distinctly different factions
of the Texas Democratic Party. Since the early 1940s, state
Democrats had engaged in bitter intra-party feuds between liberals
and conservatives. Daniel, as a result of his support for Republican
presidential candidate Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1952 and his close
association with fellow Senator Lyndon B. Johnson, had emerged as
leader of the conservative wing. Yarborough, on the other hand, was
supported by the left-leaning Democrats of Texas (DOT) and posed
the greatest threat to the state's conservative establishment. As for
the Republicans, the GOP had little power in 1950s Texas below
the national level and the "I like Ike" presidential campaigns of the
decade.
Yarborough and Daniel, despite such convenient labels, actually
held similar positions on many issues throughout the campaign. Both
favored higher pay for teachers, water conservation, and cleanup of
corruption in state government after the scandals of the Allan Shivers
Administration. When it came to school segregation, both candidates
opposed the Brown decision (at least rhetorically), although neither
supported "massive resistance" against the United States Supreme
Court. Perhaps because Daniel and Yarborough's platforms seemed
so similar, each candidate resorted to personal attacks to distinguish
himself from the other. The Senator regularly charged that his
opponent represented the interests of "Big Labor" and the National
Association for the Advancement ofColored People (NAACP) rather
than those of ordinary Texans. Yarborough, for his part, told voters
that Daniel was nothing but a tool of Wall Street business interests
who had sold out to the Republican Party by supporting Eisenhower
for president four years earlier. 2
As if Daniel and Yarborough's verbal attacks were not enough
to entertain voters that year, fonner Governor W. Lee O'Daniel also
entered the race on an extreme pro-segregation platform. O'Daniel
had been enormously popular among ordinary voters when he ran
successfully for governor in 1938 and 1940, and for the United States
Senate in 1941. The 1956 gubernatorial race represented "Pappy's"
last serious effort to win back his old position.
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Opening his campaign in May, O'Daniel ridiculed school
desegregation as a "screwy" idea, and ominously warned that it would
lead to violence in which "the red blood of both whites and Negroes
..." would run in the streets of Texas towns and cities. Announcing
his contempt for Chief Justice Earl Warren and the Supreme Court,
O'Danicl promised that when he took office again, "the people can
just forget about the [desegregation] order." Apparently "Pappy"
believed that state governors could simply ignore or nullify federal
court orders that did not please them. The candidate also told white
crowds that they had nothing to fear from the "nine old men" on
the Supreme Court because the judges were "cowards" who avoided
fights with real men and only picked on "little urchins toddling off
to Kindergarten."]
The worst of 0' Daniel's demagoguery focused on the Supreme
Court, but he also joined in the name-calling contest between Daniel
and Yarborough. As he had in 1938, "Pappy" portrayed himself as
an outsider and representative of the common people bravely taking
on the professional politicians in Austin and Washington, D.C. He
called Daniel the "little junior senator" beholden to the "millionaire
clique" that controlled the state's politics. O'Daniel also joked that
his two main opponents were politicians who ran "every time there
is an election-just for the exercise."4
West Texas rancher and author 1. Evetts Haley represented the
most extreme end of racist opposition to integrated schools. The
Haley campaign distributed pamphlets and flyers that called for
"Continued segregation of the races without compromise." In what
marked the low point of a campaign in which all of the principal
candidates played on the racial fears of white voters, Haley actually
promised, if elected, to usc the Texas Rangers to stop federal marshals
from crossing the Red River into Texas to enforce desegregation
orders. The West Texan also called on Congress to impeach all of
the Supreme Court justices for their "illegal and immoral" decision
in the Brown case. Finally, Haley resurrected South Carolinian John
C. Calhoun's nineteenth century Doctrine of Nullification, calling on
Texans to declare the Brown decision null and avoid. Oddly enough,
the candidate most connected to the West tried to use an outdated
southern states-rights position to further his goals over ninety years
after the crushing defeat of the Confederacy. S
Although the candidacies of O'Daniel, and especially Haley,
represented only the most racist fringe ofTexas politics, the relatively
minor candidates still constituted a threat to both Yarborough and
Daniel. The Senator, as the more conservative of the two mainstream
candidates, worried about the appeal of Haley and Q'Daniel to voters
who might otherwise favor his candidacy. During his tenure as
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attorney general of Texas and in the U.S. Senate, Daniel had firmly
established his credentials as a segregationist. In a head to head
contest against Yarborough, Daniel would have had greater appeal to
white segregationist voters, but Haley and O'Daniel complicated all
of thc Senator's political calculations on the race issue. Yarborough
had to worry as well because poor rural whites, a group that strongly
supported segregation, represented his strongest constituency.
Daniel tried to boost his appeal against all three of his opponents
by somewhat duplicating the O'Daniel and Haley strategies and
pandered to the racist fears of many white voters, particularly in
East Texas. Throughout the campaign he charged that the NAACP
and other civil rights organizations supported Yarborough-an
accusation with no real substance. Speaking in Houston on June
5, the Senator charged that "extreme radical left-wingers" in the
NAACP and the CIO (Congress of Industrial Organizations) saw the
Texas governor's race as an opportunity to "seize control of the state
government not for the next two years but for years to come." Daniel
also argued that the NAACP, and by extension Yarborough, '"want to
centralize everything in Washington and they are well organized."
Fear of "outside agitation" ran strong among whites in the South
and the Senator knew that playing on such a fear would help his
campaign. 6
Daniel also used his position in the Senate to reassure white
voters at home that he supported segregation. Speaking in San
Angelo on July 5, he denounced a proposal by African American
New York Congressman Adam Clayton Powell to deny federal
school construction funds to states that maintained segregated
schools in defiance of the Brown decision. The Senator called the
Powell Amendment "the most vicious effort since Reconstruction
days to force upon Texas and the South total federal control of our
local affairs." Two weeks later in Houston, Daniel attacked the
congressional bill that eventually became the Civil Rights Act of
1957. Supported by the Eisenhower Administration, the measure
sought merely to protect black voting rights in the South. Along
with senators from other ex-Confederate states, Daniel appealed to
his white constituents by calling the bill a dire threat to "individual
Iiberties. Obviously not concerned about the liberties of African
American voters, the Texan promised that if the civil rights bill
reached the floor of the Senate, he would immediately return to
Washington and ''join my Southern colleagues in defeating the bill."7
Daniel's criticism and the overwhelming opposition to school
desegregation put Yarborough in a difficult position. Today the
judge is remembered as one of the most liberal senators Texas
ever produced, given his support for Civil Rights and President
7

7
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Lyndon Johnson '8 Great Society in the 1960s. Judged by his words
in the 1956 campaign, however, Yarborough represented only the
least committed type of segregationist rather than a supporter of
integration. Generally, he tried to avoid the race issue and focus on
economic concerns, but Yarborough was a smart enough politician
to know that he had to oppose school integration to have any hope
of winning the race. He limited most of his comments on the Brown
decision to speeches in East Texas, where, like Daniell he attacked
"forced" integration. Yarborough pointed to his roots in East Texas
and announced that, as Ha grandson of two Confederate soldiers ..."
he "was born believing in state rights ...." Comments like this from
one of the most powerful liberals in the state illustrate the strength
of segregationist feelings in Texas even more than the outrageous
statements offringe candidates like O'Daniel and Haley. Yarborough
biographer Patrick Cox argues convincingly that Hat this stage of
his career he was still unwilling to publicly confront the integration
issue, which was to become a larger factor in efforts to modernize
the state. The voices of dissent in Texas had not yet reached the level
where they could be heard over the shrill screams ofreaction."8
Democratic voters sorted through all of the campaign rhetoric
and made their choices in the first primary on July 28. Daniel garnered
the most support, 628/914 votes. Yarborough followed with a total of
463/410.0' Daniel did well among his old rural supporters, getting
347/757 votes. Haley, the candidate with the most extreme racist
platfonn, got only 88/772 votes. Since no candidate had received an
outright majority, a runoff election between Daniel and Yarborough
in August would decide the Democratic primary winner, in 1956
a decision that still represented the only meaningful election. The
Senator, publicly pleased with the results, portrayed his lead as a
victory against the "false propaganda" of the NAACP and the CIO. 9
Second primaries were a normal feature of politics in one-party
Texas. With several candidates running in the Democratic primaries,
outright majorities were rare and run-offs the norm. Candidates could
also expect defections from previous supporters, a trend Yarborough
experienced in July. Twenty-six former supporters urged the Judge
to withdraw from the run-off campaign in the interest of maintaining
the "'harmony" of the Democratic Party. Yarborough countered that
he had "just begun to fight" and called the defectors "turncoats" who
had perpetrated a "doublecross." On the other hand, the secondplace candidate got support from an unexpected quarter-O'Daniel.
"Pappy" endorsed Yarborough for the run-off, hoping to weaken
Daniel and run as an independent candidate in November. O'Danicl's
famous band, the "Hillbilly Boys," even repainted the slogan on their
campaign bus with the phrase "We're for Yarborough now."IO
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The second primary, once again, degenerated into personal
attacks by both candidates. Daniel continued his theme ofYarborough
as a tool of labor unions and civil rights groups. He charged that the
NAACP "controlled" ballot boxes in cities like Houston and Dallas
and had "lined up" behind Yarborough. The Judge did not hesitate
to hit back. He strongly denied that the African American vote
went only to him, telling white supporters that HPrice Daniel won
several boxes in Negro neighborhoods and was close in others." In a
humorous jibe, Yarborough said that the NAACP Daniel supported
stood for HNo action against crooked politicians, Chapter number
1." Such rhetoric during the second primary showed that, whatever
his later attitudes, Yarborough still needed to portray himself as a
segregationist to avoid losing the white vote. 11
The Judge's anti·integration tactics nearly paid off in the August
25 run-off election; Yarborough largely neutralized Daniel's appeal
on the segregation issue and nearly won the election. Election
officials took several days to detennine the final result, and observers
compared this election to "Landslide Lyndon" Johnson's narrow
victory over Coke Stevenson in the 1948 United States Senate
Election. The Texas Election Bureau announced the final total on
September 1, declaring Daniel the winner by only 3/343 votes, or
50.12 per cent ofthe total, the closest margin in a Texas gubernatorial
race since the creation of the Election Bureau. Yarborough and his
supporters believed the Daniel had prevailed due to fraud, as well as
Republicans voting for the Senator in the Democratic primary, but
Yarborough did not challenge the legal ity of the election. Instead,
he got his revenge on the conservative establishment by winning a
special election for Daniel's Senate seat in 1957. 12
The governor's race was not the only part ofthe 1956 Democratic
Primary that featured school segregation as an issue. Governor Alan
Shivers and the State Democratic Executive Committee (SDEC)
had maneuvered to put several pro-segregation measures before
the voters. Besides choosing between gubernatorial candidates who
all endorsed continued segregation, primary voters approved by a
four-to-one margin a referendum calling for state "interposition"
against integration. Voters also approved stronger laws against
interracial marriage, and a law prohibiting Hcompulsory attendance"
at desegregated schools. In September, before the general election,
Governor Shivers ordered Texas Rangers to prevent integration at
Mansfield High School and Texarkana Junior College. Clearly, white
voters and the state's political leaders still refused to accept that the
Brown decision was the law of the land. 13
After winning a narrow victory over Judge Yarborough in the
election~ Daniel had to live up to his promises to keep segregated
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schools in areas where the white population favored them. He took
office at a time when segregation, especially in schools, represented
an explosive issue throughout the South. Daniel and other southern
governors followed policies designed to thwart the impact of the
Brown ruling. Much of the work southern legislatures undertook
during Daniel '8 first term consisted of laws designed to defy or delay
integration of the schools. Segregationist lawmakers in Texas and
other southern states sought to use state authority to preserve the
dying "Jim Crown system. Several states authorized their governors
to close integrated public schools. "Pupil placement" laws, which
allowed local authorities to evade desegregation orders, represented
another tactic. 14
Texas joined in this segregationist trend with enthusiasm.
Governor Shivers had set up an Advisory Committee on Segregation
in the Public Schools after the original Brown decision to explore
ways to maintain the racial order. The Committee issued a report
in September, 1956, which called for the Legislature to "reconcile"
Supreme Court rulings with white opinion by enacting statutes
to prohibit "forced integration." Lawmakers from East Texas
introduced twelve bills in the new session to implement the report's
recommendations, including proposals to give state money to private
schools and remove state funding of integrated public schools. IS
Outside of East Texas, most legislators had only a lukewann
reaction to the segregationist bills. Only five of the original twelve
bills made it through the House to the Senate. Senators Henry B.
Gonzalez of San Antonio and Abraham Kazen of Laredo conducted
a marathon thirty-six hour filibuster that succeeded in defeating all
but two of the bills, one requiring "local option" elections before
schools desegregated and a "pupil-placemenC' law. The partial
success of the filibuster reflected the diverse ethnic composition of
Texas, as opposed to most other southern states. Gonzalez, one of the
Legislature's few Latino lawmakers, represented the large Mexican
American population of South Texas. Kazen, a second generation
Lebanese American, personified the state's traditional openness to
imrnigrants. 16
The debate proved exhausting for Gonzalez and Kazen, who
took turns attacking the segregation bills and delaying a final vote. At
one point Kazen spoke for over eleven hours. He predicted that ifthe
Legislature passed a pupil placement law, the Supreme Court would
overturn the racist legislation with "[G]one swoop of the pen." He
also denounced the Senate for '~fooling with human lives," and that
"It will be a sorry day when we have hyphenated Americans and
second-class Americans in Texas." Gonzalez attacked segregation as
a legal stigma against children and pointed out that Texas schools had
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long used segregation against both African American and Mexican
American students. 17
Two segregation bills survived the filibuster. House Bill 231,
sponsored by Virginia Duff of Ferris, provided ~'standards other than
race," such as health, moral, psychological, or intelligence as factors
for pupil assignment. The requirements gave local officials plenty of
excuses to avoid assigning African American children to all-white
schools. House Bill 65, sponsored by Jerry SadlerofPercilla, required
voter approval before a school district desegregated. Daniel signed
both bills on May 23, 1957, announcing that he saw no constitutional
problems in the measures. 18
That fall a crisis in neighboring Arkansas revitalized racist
sentiment in Texas when a federal court ordered Little Rock's
Central High School to desegregate. Governor Orval Faubus
mobilized the Arkansas National Guard and encouraged white mobs
to block integration. Although President Dwight D. Eisenhower
opposed the Brown decision on constitutional grounds, he saw the
Arkansas governor's actions as a threat to the authority of the federal
judiciary. Eisenhower subsequently nationalized the state guard and
sent United States Army troops to Little Rock, where they escorted
African American students to class. 19
Whites throughout the South denounced Eisenhower's
action as "forced integration" reminiscent of the days of "Black
Reconstruction." In Texas, Daniel shared the sentiments, and he
told Representative Sadler that he admired Faubus, who "has done
as much to strengthen the cause of the South as all of the others
put together." Daniel even sent a telegram to the President, accusing
Eisenhower of adopting "the tactics of Reconstruction days." The
governor asked whether Eisenhower would now "occupy with troops
every non-integrated school in the South?" Daniel "respectfully"
urgcd the President to withdraw the troops in the interest of "good
will among the races ...." Eisenhower responded with a letter to
Daniel in which he expressed a desire to end the Little Rock crisis
as soon as possible. The President argued, however, that to remove
the troops prematurely "would be to acquiesce in anarchy and,
ultimately, the dissolution of the Federal Union."20
Publicly, Daniel retreated from his remarks to Sadler about
Faubus. Speaking in EI Paso on September 29, the governor blamed
both his Arkansas counterpart and Eisenhower for the crisis. Daniel
promised that because Texans had a "calmer" attitude toward
integration, there would be no need for "troops, machine guns, and
bayonets ..." in Texas schools. Ofcourse, Daniel ignored the problem
that his rhetoric and that ofhis fellow southern politicians only made
the debate over integration more intractable. The governor did note
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that EI Paso schools had already desegregated, and said that other
cities could solve their own problems if "outside agitators" left them
alone. 21
After claiming that Texas would never face the threat of federal
troops in its schools, Daniel later proposed that the Legislature adopt
an "anti-troop" bill that would close down any schools "occupied"
by the military. He met with legislators from East Texas in October,
and promised to add segregation to the agenda of the upcoming
special session. East Texas politicians, representing the region
with the highest African American population, always stood as the
staunchest opponents of integration during this civil rights battle.
Like the governor himself, a native of Liberty in southeast Texas,
most East Texas whites were culturally more southern than western.
Daniel also talked to Florida Governor Leroy Collins about a school
closing bill that state had recently enacted. 22
The Texas governor submitted his school closing proposal to the
Legislature on November 13. Hejustified the measure as necessary to
maintain law and order, to preserve Hgood relations among all of our
citizens," and to preserve states' rights. Daniel pointed to the Little
Rock crisis as a warning for Texans, but at the same time expressed
doubt that federal troops ever actually Hoccupi' the state's public
schools. However, he continued to push legislators to provide a plan
for closing schools in an emergency Huntil such time as peace and
order can be restored or maintained without the use or occupation of
military troops." Daniel ignored the fact that Faubus, not the federal
government, had provoked the crisis by defying the Supreme Court
and pandering to the racist fears of white Arkansans. 23
State Senator Henry B. Gonzalez again led the opposition to
the new segregation measure. He denounced Daniel for stirring up
racial conflict and mocked the intentions of East Texas colleagues
who sought to "lower a com-pone curtain over their area.~' The
outspoken Gonzalez attacked Daniel as ~'a little man playing for
political motives." The assertion had some justification, given that
the governor himself had played down any real threats to send the
army into Texas schools. Religious and labor leaders also testified
against the bill. One Austin clergyman called the "anti-troop" label
misleading, accurately claiming that the legislation represented "a
pro-mob, anti-school, pro-federal troop bill."24
Mockery, moral pleas, and constitutional arguments all failed
to sway segregationist leaders. Tyler Representative Ben Ferrell
claimed that the opponents of the governor's bill "seem more
interested in cramming social dogma down our throats than they do
in educating our children." Sadler, the chiefsponsor of the legislation
in the House, argued that opponents represented Hdistinguished
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people" who "oppose law and order." Attorney General Will Wilson
argued that the bill was constitutional even though Eisenhower and
the federal courts had clearly won a victory over segregation earlier
that fall. 25
Supporters of school segregation broke an all-day filibuster
by Gonzalez and Abraham Kazen on November 22. Following the
procedure, the "anti-troop" bill easily passed. The measure gave the
governor the authority to close public schools if the local school
board certified that they faced "violence that only resort to use of
military force could prevent." The House approved the measure three
days later. Daniel praised the legislature's action~ saying "temporary
closure is preferable to attempting to educate our children under the
control of troops and in the atmosphere of rifles and bayonets. "26
The "anti-troop" bill showed that however moderate Daniel
might seem compared to other southern governors such as Faubus,
he remained a segregationist. Neither Daniel nor any other Texas
governor ever implemented the measure, which raises the question of
whether he truly believed it necessary or only sought to make an easy
gesture to racist sentiment in Texas. Daniel certainly used passage of
the school closing bill solidify his segregationist credentials. He even
sent copies of the bill to several other southern governors. Daniel
also approved two more segregation bills from the special sessionone that authorized the attorney general to assist local school boards
that resisted desegregation suits, and the other that required members
of civil rights organizations to register with the state. 27
The year 1957 represented the high tide of segregationist
attempts to legislate away the results of the 1954 Brown v. Board of
Education case. In the ugly aftermath ofthe 1956 governor's election,
segregationists in the legislature joined with Governor Daniel in
desperate attempts to save the old Jim Crow system in public schools.
In the long run, all they accomplished was to enact meaningless laws
that appealed to racist sentiment among many Texas whites, but did
little to hinder the ultimate progress of integration. In doing so, they
failed all of their constituents, black, white, and Hispanic. Texas
deserved better.
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Book Notes
By

ARCHIE

P. McDoNALD

This column continues by the sufferance of Director
Scott Sosebee as a means of giving notice to recent
publications on the history, life, culture, and varied interests
of East Texans beyond individual reviews found in the next
section of the Journal.
We begin with an awe-filled book titled After Ike:
Aerial Views from the No-Fly Zone, by Bryan Carlile
and introductory essay by Andrew Sansom (Texas A&M
University Press, 4354 TAMU, College Station, TX 778434354) which is Number Seventeen of the press's Gulf Coast
Books series. Carlile flew along the coast in a helicopter
as a first-responder in the days immediately following Ike's
landfall on September 13, 2008, on its way to becoming
among the most destructive storms in American history.
Carlile took his camera along and took several thousand
photos of the destruction. Each is different, of course, but
there is sameness, too, of what excess wind and water can
do to the puny efforts of man. Each is marked by something
different-an overturned truck, a barge out of place across
a highway, a teddy bear face down in the sand-but all
show destruction. Sansom, who grew up along the coast
and knows the rhythm of hurricanes, contributes a highly
personal and insightful essay from the perspective of the
true "insider." Both Carlile and Sansom know whereof they
write and photograph. I think you have to go through one of
these things to appreciate these pictures fully; my memory
starts with Audrey in 1956 and extends (so far) through Ike
in 2008-and all are bad, bad, bad. Carlile makes the point
that his photos from the air do not capture the human (and
wildlife) struggle going on below his helicopter, but if you
experienced Ike, they are real enough. Carlile's pictures
show the playgrounds of my halcyon days along Bolivar
Peninsula and Galveston "after Ike," and they are sad
indeed.
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TCD Press (Box 298300, Fort Worth, TX 76129,
2009. $9.95), continues to publish entries in its Small Book
series. The latest received include Braggin' On Texas, by
Sherrie S McLeroy, and Lone Star Lost: Buried Treasures
in Texas, by Patrick Dearen. Braggin' considers things in
our state to brag about under fourteen categories as varied
as architecture, music, and writers, and cites those first/
best/biggest/most unique for some reason or the other.
For example, The First Million-Selling Country Song was
"Thc Wreck of the Old '97," by Vernon Dalhart, really East
Texan Marion Try Slaughter who adopted his stage name
from two Panhandle towns near where he once worked
as a cowboy. The wreck happened in Virginia. Treasures
presents tales of lost/buried/misplaced loot, usually quite a
great deal of it, which will excite the interest of the curious
and the greedy. Of special interest is "The Golden Head
of Joseph Simpkins" because it, allegedly, is "lost" in East
Texas. These Small Books are quick and fun to read; J
would have added "easy to read" but for the small print that
strains these old eyes.

Sacred Memories: The Civil War Monument Movement
in Texas, by Kelly McMichael (Texas State Historical
Association, 1155 Union Circle #311580, Denton, TX
76203-5017.2009. $9.95) documents the postwar movement
to memorialize Confederate soldiers, especially the fallen,
in monuments that decorated courthouse squares and
public parks throughout the state. Coverage is divided by
region-East Texas, North Texas (some of which is really
East Texas), North Central Texas, Central Texas, Panhandle
and West Texas, South Texas, and Southeast Texas (most of
which is just East Texas), and present in sixty counties. I
looked on page R6 and there he was-the Johnny Reb soldier

standing atop a white stone in Weiss Park in Beaumont past
whom I must have walked or driven a thousand times on my
way downtown to attend the Saturday morning Organ Club
at the Jefferson Theatre, or later, some grander movie under
the Jefferson's ornate chandelier. I also learned Johnny
Reb had toppled in 1986 under attack from a storm but that
Beaumonters put him back up on his pedestal. The thing
about monuments is that they remind different people of
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different things.
Winning Their Place: Arizona Women In Politics, 18831950, by Heidi J. Osselaer (The University ofArizona Press,
355 S Euclid Ave, Suite 103, Tucson, AZ 85721,2009. $45),
tells its story in its title. The volume contains an excellent
foreword by then Governor and later Secretary of Homeland
Security Janet Napolitano. Chapters are divided into eras,
for example "The Battle Begins: The Early Woman Suffrage
Movement, 1883-1903," and stops before reaching Sandra
Day O'Connor, except in an Epilogue, or Ms. Napolitano
herself.
Nature ofthe Forest. Temple-Inland:~Timberlands In the
Twenty-First Century, by David Baxter, with photographs
by Laurence Parent, published by Temple-Inland Inc., is
a book most of us who live in the shadow of pine trees
will understand. Baxter, a former editor of Texas Parks &
Wildlife magazine, and photographer Parent have produced
a tribute in words and pictures of the resource that makes
East Texas what it is. There is plenty here on the trees
and the critters that live in, on~ beneath, and sometimes
over them. I once asked the late Arthur Temple about his
business practice of buying forestland, even if it meant debt
to do so, and he responded, "The forest will always grow
you out of it." Maybe so; anyway, we who live here will
always be in debt to the forest.
Taming The Land: The Lost Postcard Photographs
Of The Texas High Plains, by John Miller Morris (Texas
A&M University Press, 4354 TAMU, College Station, TX
77843-4354. 2009. $45.), is as handsome-and heavy-a
book as this distinguished press has produced. Postcards
remain ubiquitous at tourist attractions the world over,
but those that have survived nearly a century are also a
photographic record of how our cities and monuments
looked to earlier generations. Postcards reproduced with
narrative descriptions depicted here are all, as advertized,
from the High Plains, but we can hope that eventually East
Texas can be documented in just such an impressive way_
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Call Me Lucky: A Texan in Hollywood, by Robert
Hinkle with Mike Farris (University of Oklahoma Press,
2800 Venture Dr., Norman, OK 73069) is for those, like
myself, who are movie-struck and particularly interested in
movies about Texas. For what is likely a more competent
evaluation, see the review written by Josh Rosenblatt for The
Texas Observer, pp. 28-29 in the October 30, 2009 issue. I
did not read that review, knowing I would be writing this
one when I finished Hinkle's movie-style autobiography.
Hinkle's personal story commences in Brownfield in West
Texas where he learned the ways of Texans. But since that
very thing was his "big break" for a career in Hollywood,
Hinkle commences his autobiography with an account
of being hired by director George Stevens to teach Rock
Hudson, Elizabeth Taylor, James Dean, and other characters
in Steven's film Giant to "talk Texan"-and also dress,
move, and maybe think Texan.
Hinkle suggests that Dean was the best student of the
subject and also became his closest friend of the lot, though
he developed similar if less intense relationships with other
"students" such as Paul Newman) whom he tutored during
the making of Hud. Though Hinkle makes no such claim,
outright, anyway, his narrative includes many examples of
how his expertise on things Texan improved these filmed
examinations and exposes of Texas life-at least making
them authentic.
Alright, I am double dipping with Lovin That Lone
Star Flag, by E. Joe Deering with an introduction and
afterword by Ruth Rendon (Texas A&M University Press,
4354 TAMU, College Station, TX 77843-4354). The folks
at Texas A&M University Press invited me to examine the
manuscript on this one and even quote part of my response
on the flyleaf: "These pictures are magnificent and well
illustrate the theme that crazy Texans (God bless us) will
decorate anything with the image or colors of our flag. I
would not be surprised to see it anywhere.~~ Nothing in
the transition from MS to published volume changes that
conclusion. Deering kept his camera ready and his mind
alert for any and all presentations of our state flag on barns,
mailboxes, birdhouses, and everything else imaginable. And
Texans are magnificently imaginative in their application of
J
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the flag to any object. It won't take long to leaf through this
collection of photos and the effort is justified by the reward.
The presidential election of 2008 may not be "history"
yet, but Game Change: Ohama and the Clintons, McCain
and Palin, and the Race of a Lifetime, by John Heilemann
and Mark Halperin (HarperColIins Publishers, 10 East 53rd
Street, New York, NY 10022, $27.99), is a good place to
start to understand contemporary politics in the United
States. Heilemann and Halperin seem to have interviewed
all the principals-candidates, staff, etc.-and none come
offall that well. Barack and Michelle Obama fare the best in
terms of focus, organization, and having a sense of mission.
The foul language attributed to virtually all of them would
make ole' Diek Nixon blush. John McCain's selection
of Sarah Palin, according to the authors, came after an
abbreviated and poor vetting process, and was only onc of
the reasons he lost the election. The real theme is the dance
between Obama and Hillary Clinton-that, and attributing
her loss of the Democratic nomination to poor organization
and interference from husband Bill Clinton. I don't agree
with all their conclusions, and you won't, either; but this is
a MUST read for all political junkies.
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Peg Leg: The Improbable Life of a Texas Hero Thomas William
Ward, 1807-1872 by David C. Humphrey (Texas State Historical
Association, 1155 Union Circle #311580, Denton, TX 762035017), 2009. Contents. Acknowledgments. Appendix. Notes.
Bibliography. Index. P.340. $39.95. Hardcover.

Peg Leg is a riveting account of the life and times of
Thomas William Ward, a celebrated hero of the Texas
Revolution.
Born in Ireland, Ward traveled to North
America in the late 1820s, stopping first at Quebec and later
at the port of New Orleans where he became a hardworking
construction worker and commercial contractor. Similar to
many unmarried young men living in Louisiana when the
Texas Revolution erupted, Ward left for Texas seeking fame
and fortune. Unfortunately, he was severely wounded at the
Battle of San Antonio. Following "Old Ben" Milam into
the city, Ward was hit with a Mexican cannon shot which
shredded his right leg. Doctors were left with no choicethey had to amputate Ward's leg in hopes of saving his life.
The revolutionary soldier survived his injury to become a
noted hero of thc Texas independence movement~ thus
beginning his improbable, but extraordinary, public career.
Ward's public career spanned more than three decades
and included a wide-ranging number of official duties. Not
only was he a military officer, Ward also served three terms
as the mayor of Austin, received a presidential appointment
as U.S. Consul to Panama, and served as a U.S. Customs
officer in Corpus Christi. However, it was his service as
the Texas Land Commissioner during the I 840s that made
Ward famous among prominent Texans, including men like
Sam Houston. During the years of the Republic and early
statehood, Ward streamlined the Land Office daily activities,
putting a system into place that regulated the granting of land
titles to newly arriving immigrants who traveled to Texas
seeking free lands.
Though examining the more favorable public career of
Ward, Humphrey also examines the darker side of the Texas
hero's personality. Following his wartime experience in
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the Texas Revolution, Ward apparently suffered symptoms
similar to post traumatic stress disorder that affect modern
combat veterans. During most of his adult life, the Texas
hero exhibited a hair-trigger temper, an inclination to violent
behavior, and marital discord. Adding to his mental anguish,
Ward lost his right arm in a tragic accident while firing a
cannon during a celebration in Austin that commemorated
Texas independence. Because ofhis personality traits, Ward's
wife, Susan, eventually left him, seeking a divorce based on
accusations of verbal, psychological, and physical abuse.
Susan's battle to free herself from her accused tormentor
played out in the courts of New York and Texas for more than
13 years and only concluded with the death of her infamous
husband in 1872. Regardless of his personal troubles, many
of Ward's contcmporaries continued to view him as a famous
hero who had sacrificed his leg for Texas Independence.
Humphrey provides readers with a fascinating and
informative biography of Thomas William Ward, but the
author also reveals a great deal about nineteenth-century
Texas. It was a land for white men, providing few rights to
women and children. As the case of Susan Ward testifies,
women trapped in unhappy marriages had little legal
recourse. Even those who did seek divorce had to fight an
uphill battle in the courts and often found the legal fight too
much to endure.
This book is well written and conceived, and the author
should be applauded for his efforts to provide a balanced view
of Thomas William Ward. This is a must read for anyone
wanting to know more about one Texan's odyssey in history,
beginning with the Texas Revolution and extending through
the years of Reconstruction.
Kenneth W. Howell
Prairie View A&M University

Go Down Together: The True Untold Story of Bonnie and
Clyde by Jeff Guinn (Simon and Schuster, 1230 Avenue of the
Americas, New York, NY 10020),2009. Contents. Prologue. Note
on Sources. Notes. Bibliography. Acknowledgements. P. 467.
$27.00. Hardcover.
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When I was a kid, my grandfather used to tell me stories
about when Bonnie and Clyde came through Johnson County,
Arkansas, about the time "Pretty Boy" Floyd stopped at my
grandfather's Uncle AIrs cafe for dinner one Sunday evening
in Clarksville, and about the times Ma Barker and her boys
would stop at my great-grandfather's diner in Lamar. I
always enjoyed my grandfather's stories because they were
personal, eye-witness accounts, and I grew up with a sort
of awe of those famous gangsters. Then, in 1967, the movie
Bonnie and Clyde hit the theaters, and I remember spending
an entire Saturday at the downtown theater. Over the years, I
collected and read several books about Bonnie and Clyde,
but all of them varied in how they described their lives and
exploits; each story differed based on who told it. But now,
the definitive and authoritative story of Bonnie and Clyde is
finally told.
Go Down Together: The True. Untold Story of Bonnie
and Clyde, by Fort Worth author Jeff Guinn, is probably the
best book written about the pair of outlaws. It is hard to
imagine a book better documented and annotated than this
one. While previous books relied on single sources and were
factually inaccurate, Guinn cross-checked his facts with
various sources in the attempt to be as accurate as possible.
Therefore, the story he tells is well documented. The author
includes fifty-eight pages of endnotes and a sixteen-page
bibliography that includes a variety of sources, including
interviews with surviving family members and eyewitnesses, newspaper and magazine articles, and previously
published books. In addition, Guinn acquired access to some
unpublished manuscripts, and he personally visited all the
locations where Bonnie and Clyde were known to have been.
Guinn not only makes an impressive effort to get his
facts right; he's also an excellent storyteller. As a journalist,
he has developed a reporter's eye for detail, and yet he can
tell the story with a conversational style that makes it a
compelling read. Some reviews have criticized Guinn's book
as too sympathetic to the couple, but I don't agree with that
assessment. Guinn has told a story so rich in detail and so
personal that the individuals become personal to the reader.
After reading the chapter about the ambush in which Bonnie
and Clyde were killed, I set the book down - and I probably
130
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shouldn't say this - but I cried. Yeah, these two people were
murderers and they got what was coming to them, but Guinn
has written such an excellent description of their lives, I felt
I had grown to know Bonnie and Clyde personally, and I was
disappointed to see them die. That, in my opinion, is the mark
of a really good writer.
The story of Bonnie and Clyde is a classic one of
love, devotion, murder, revenge, and betrayal. Jeff Guinn
has masterfully pieced together the facts for the reader to
experience the lives of Bonnie and Clyde and the numerous
tragedies their lives produced. The 1967 movie is still fun to
watch, but Go Down Together is more interesting than any
fictional Hollywood movie could ever hope to be.
Mike Lantz
Tyler, Texas

The Wizard of Waxahachie: Paul Richards and the End
ofBaseball as We Knew It by Warren Corbett (Southern Methodist
University Press, P.O. Box 750415, Dallas, TX 75275-0415),
2009. Foreword. Introduction. Epilogue. Acknowledgments.
Bibliography. Index. P. 431. $24.95. Hardcover.
"He knew things about the game of baseball that I had
never even thought about." This statement was made by Hall
of Fame third baseman Brooks Robinson in his Foreword to
Warren Corbett's biography of baseball genius Paul Richards,
The Wizard of Waxahachie.
Paul Rapier Richards was born in 1908 in Waxahachie.
As a boy he became captivated by baseball, playing and
practicing endlessly. At Waxahachie High School he starred
on a succession of state championship teams. Tall and lanky,
he was a fine hitter, fielder, and able to pitch with either hand.
At the age of seventeen Richards signed a contract
with Brooklyn, and he would spend the next sixty years in

professional baseball. His big league career was limited to
eight seasons by a weak bat, but he became a fine, intelligent
catcher with a rifle arm. Richards played with Brooklyn, the
New York Giants, the Philadelphia Athletics, Detroit, and
with minor league clubs all over the country. As a minor
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leaguer Richards often was an elite player, and with the
world championship Detroit Tigers in 1945, he starred in the
World Series.
In the minor leagues Richards became a player-manager,
and he began his major league managerial career with the 1951
Chicago White Sox. He drilled his players ceaselessly, often
ordering post-game practices to work on costly mistakes.
Although he stressed fundamentals, he was an innovative
tactician who employed an occasional trick play. Richards
was the first manager to compile the statistic that became
known as On-base Percentage. He excelled at developing
young players, especially pitchers, but the taciturn Texan
generated little wannth. Umpires rejected him from games
with frequency, and he was called HpopotT Paul." Throughout
his career as a manager and club executive, he displayed
an eye for young talent. With Baltimore in the 1950s, for
example, he groomed future superstar Brooks Robinson; two
decades later young manager Tony La Russa became one of
the last proteges 0 f Richards.
Throughout his nomadic baseball career, Richards
maintained his home in Waxahachie alongside his wife
Margie and daughter Paula (another daughter, Lou, died of a
congenital heart condition at five). Richards was an excellent
golfer, often hustling unsuspecting opponents.
Warren Corbett, author of several other baseball books,
has captured the irascible, complex "Wizard of Waxahachie"
with exhaustive research and a deft command of the national
pastime during the long career of Paul Richards. Corbett's
biography, subtitled Paul Richards and The End ofBaseball
as We Knew It, is an engaging account of an important era in
baseball history and of the Texan who was a key participant.
Bill O'Neal

Panola College
J Frank Dobie: A Liberated Mind by Steven L. Davis (University
of Texas Press, P.O. Box 7819, Austin, TX 78713), 2009.
Acknowledgements. Notes. Selected Bibliography. Index. P.296.
$24.95 Hardcover.
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I hope that my generation is still qualified to evaluate
thc writings of J. Frank Dobie-and the writings of later
generations about J. Frank Dobie. For many of us who grew
up in the 1930s and 440s, Dobie was our literary hero. I read
Vaquero and Coronado s Children and Longhorns when I
was in my teens. Those works, and his short tale collections,
contained some of the most exciting and readable stories that
I had hitherto encountered, and I considered Frank Dobie to
be classic. I was therefore conditioned at an early age as a
Dobie fan.
Thus was my mind boggled, as it frequently is of late, by
a recent visit of two young Austin citizen-historians who were
researching Nacogdoches history. We were discussing Texas
history generally, and I said something about Dobie. They
did not know him. I asked them if they knew Walter Prescott
Webb; no, they didn't. Bedichek? Never heard of him. They
vaguely remembered seeing the bronze of the bathers at
Barton Springs but had not an inkling of who they were or
what they represented. Water sprites, maybe? Nor had they
heard of the Armadillo World Headquarters or Threadgill's. I
was afraid to ask them about The Broken Spoke, The Tower,
or the state capitol. I waved them back to Austin in a mild
state of academic despair.
I believe that it was time to bring out another book about J.
Frank Dobie, and maybe a resurrection of interest in his writing.
And getting around to this review, I think that Steven Davis did an
excellent job of research and writing Liberated Mind. It was an easy
and an interesting read, and when I put the book down I was anxious
to get back to it. I was impressed with the way that Davis blended
contemporary social and political history with Dobie's biography and
Dobie's writing. That was the focus of Davis's approach: Liberated
Mind is the story of Dobie's growth from a regional chauvinist to
universalist and a social liberal in response to his encounters in his
world.
Most of Dobie's popular writings are those that are close
to his life in the Brush Country of South Texas. Vaquero of the
Brush Country, Coronado s Children, and The Longhorns are the
kinds of books that made Dobie "Mr. Texas" up through the Texas
Centennial years. But during the late 1930s and through the 1940s
Dobie began to grow from a Tex-Mex focus to a consideration of
national problems and policies that eventually took him far left of
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his state's political center. His growth was accelerated by his year
of teaching at Cambridge in '43 and '44 and another year abroad
teaching for the U. S. Army in Europe.
When he returned to Texas, he became immediately embroiled
in University politics, and he found himself on the political far left
in most matters. He sided with the liberal U.T. President Homer
Rainey against the conservative Board of Regents-and was
ultimately fired from The University as a result. He clashed with
state senators, with the governor of Texas, and made the FBI listing
during the McCarthy era. He achieved his greatest notoriety when
he gave support to certain trade unions and when he championed
the integration of The University ofTexas at a time when Texas and
the rest of the nation was still dragging its segregationist feet.
Dobie continued to write about the things of his beloved Texas
and the Southwest, about mustangs and coyotes and rattlesnakes,
but his mind and his life had moved on to an expanded vision of his
social and political world.
A rash of Dobie detractors sprang up about a generation after
his death in 1964. Most of their criticism centered around his
trumpeting regionalism, and certainly he could be a Texas braggart,
and egregious faults remain in his writing. But, of all his critics
not a one of them has produced as much significant writing, has
preserved as much history and folklore, has written as cleanly and
clearly and vividly, or has had as much political and social influence
as Dobie had in his prime.
Steven Davis treats Frank Dobie even handedly throughout
Liberated Mind. He recognizes Dobie's faults and failures, his
humanity, as well as his virtues and his triumphs. He gives Dobie
a reality and depth of character that makes me want to go back
and read more by Dobie and about Dobie. Hopefully Liberated
Mind will create a renaissance and will help get a new generation
interested in one of Texas' most influential writers and political
figures.

Dare I quibble? The picture of Frank Dobie on the dust jacket
is not going to sell any books.
F. E. Abernethy
Stephen F. Austin State University
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Indian Alliances and the Spanish in the Southwest, 750-1750 by
William B. Carter (University of Oklahoma Press, 2800 Venture
Drive, Nonnan, OK 73069),2009. Contents. Illustrations. Preface
and Acknowledgements. Maps. Conclusion. Epilogue. Notes.
Bibliography. Index P. 307. $34.95. Hardcover.

Remember the Apaches resonates throughout William
Carter's book Indian Alliances and the Spanish in the
Southwest, from their migration out of the Rocky Mountains
to intimate kinship and trade ties with the Pueblos of New
Mexico that endured long before and after the arrival of the
Spaniards. The Apaches emerge from the shadows to the
extent that they played a "pivotal role" (p. 195) in Native
resistance to Spanish occupation culminating with the
Pueblo Revolt of 1680. If an empire cannot be ascribed to
the rise of the Apaches in the Southwest, as in the case of
the Comanche later, then it is because Carter shows that the
very core of Apache power and identity remained dependent
upon their continual cultural adaptation to other peoples and
environmental changes.
Dramatic transformations developed on both sides of
the Atlantic as the Apaches and their distant cousins, the
Navajos, settled into the Southwest. The Little Ice Age
(around 1300 AD) and drought propelled the migration
of Native Americans in search for warmer climes while
competition for fewer resources led to incessant warfare
as evidenced in Puebloan rock art and kiva murals. Carter
favors the interpretation of scholars that view ApachePuebloan relations as alternately hostile and long-standing
alliances, dismissing the nutritional dependency alternative
view. There is also evidence indicating vast interregional
links with central Mexico through trade goods and ball
courts just as the Aztecs settled into their final destination
at Tenochtitlan in present Mexico City. Meanwhile, similar
challenges faced Europeans across the Atlantic as crop
failure, famine, plagues, and abandonment of farms brought

disparate peoples into endemic warfare. Combined with
the Renaissance and new discoveries, Europeans' search for
resources and land overseas fueled the expansion of trade,
cities, regional centers, and a renewed spirit in Providence.
These crosscurrents of regional and global developments
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climax in the late seventeenth century as the Spanish empire
encountered stifTresistance from long standing pre-European
trade and interpersonal relationships in North America.
Although the author himself acknowledges that his work
otTers no new evidence to an ever-impressive body of recent
historical scholarship, he does remind the reader of the
significance Apaches had as the first great barrier against the
expansion of Spanish colonization northward from Mexico,
upon whose foundation rose subsequent contenders to
the Southwest and Southern Plains. Carter also explicitly
aims to dispel the prevalent notion among historians and
anthropologists that the Apaches were "inherently belligerent
marauders" (p. 139), which obscures their ascendancy in the
Southwest as part of a much more complicated story over
the previous millennia. Simply put, the Apaches aligned
their interests principally with the Pueblos against Spanish
domination of New Mexico and helped the former cast off the
yoke of tyranny. However, Carter reveals that the traditional
pattern of relations from friend to foe also worked against the
unity that Apaches, Pueblos, and Navajos once shared. Further
environmental changes, drought, and increased competition
for resources once again fueled conflict, especially as the
taking of captives and factionalism on both sides seemingly
witnessed no end.
Cultural assimilation and identity are secondary issues
that Carter infuses with the demographic, economic, political
and ideological changes, calling to mind diverse origins of
societies pulled in so many directions. For example, the
author shows that Eastern Apaches, in particular the Lipan,
appeared as the dominant force in Texas during the early
1700s based upon various influences from the Puebloan
and European worlds which included irrigation methods,
weapons, clothing, trinkets, and '"Mexican-style tamales u
(p. 208) in exchange for bison products and captives. Their
remarkable equestrian abilities in the adaptation to the horse
and the slave trade took them to the apex of power on the
eve of the Comanche rise to empire. The author leaves the
reader wanting to learn more about this complex process of
cultural change and resistance that is otherwise absent from
the records.
Nonetheless, Carter's narrative is a pleasant read and
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wonderful synthesis that places Indian relations and the
Spanish presence in the Southwest within a broader timeline
and geography. His fresh perspective helps us understand
that there are no simple explanations for the rise and fall of
nations.
Francis X. Galan
Our Lady of the Lake University
The Diaries ofJohn Gregory Bourke: Volume Four July 3. 1880-May
21, 1881 by Charles M. Robinson III (University of North Texas
Press, 1155 Union Circle #311336, Denton, TX 76203-5017),
2009. Contents. Acknowledgments. Introduction. Appendix.
Bibliography. Index. P. 545. $55.00. Hardcover.

We are fortunate that military historian Charles M.
Robinson III accepted the challenge of editing and annotating
the large assortment of writings by General John Gregory
Bourke. Certainly many military leaders of the 19th century
kept a diary or a journal, but General Bourke may have
established a record in the field of autobiographical writings.
Robinson has edited and annotated the 124 manuscript
volumes and several sub-volumes, the originals of which are
now archived in the U.S. Military Academy Library in West
Point. The diaries begin with Bourke's entry as a cavalry
lieutenant in 1872 and conclude the evening before his death
on June 8, 1896.
During part of those years Bourke was an aide-de-camp
to Brig. Gen. George Crook, a position in which he observed
many significant events in the history of the Indian wars: the
Apache campaigns, the Sioux Wars, the Cheyenne outbreak
and the last war against Geronimo. He worked with or became
acquainted with a host of important figures besides General
Crook; he was comfortable with men such as General W. T.
Sherman, Dr. V.T. McGillicuddy, General G.A. Forsyth,

President Rutherford B. Hayes, and General NelsonA. Miles.
The honest appraisal of these icons of American
history is revealing. Of General Miles, Bourke recorded:
"He is ignorant; almost illiterate, owing to the lack of early
education, but he reads a great deal and is doing all he can to
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remove or conceal his deficiencies" (p. 216). To the historian~
diaries provide, by their very nature, an honest accounting as
perceived by the diarist. This would be opposite of what a
public statement would normally be. There was no "spin" in
Bourke's personal diaries.
Bourke experienced and wrote about many of the
significant events of the changing American frontier from the
Civil War to nearly the end of the century. In this volume
alone he expressed and wrote about the Ute country, the
region now known as Yellowstone National Park, Fort
Niobrara of Nebraska, and his summons to Washington,
D.C. to confer with the Ponca Commission. Perhaps most
important in this volume, outside the military contribution,
is his work in ethnology. A third of this work deals with that
aspect of his career.
The diaries, of course, reveal much about the man
himself as well as his perception of historical events. Bourke
was meticulous and observant. Virtually any time he was
introduced to a lady of any social standing, he noted her
physical attractiveness, or lack of same. His July 3, 1880
entry describes an excursion on a Nebraska train in which
"Bright Eyes," the daughter of a chief, is noted as "a pretty
Ponca Indian lady" (p.17). In his October 29, 1880 entry,
he noted "a beautiful Irish girl scrubbing the floor," but his
sketch of this lady belies anything but ugliness to our modern
idea offeminine beauty (p.119). Bourke also shared his sense
of humor with his journals.
The diaries reveal minutiae which may cause a casual
reader to skim passages, but he also relates bits of humor
which a careful reader may appreciate even today. We
recommend larger illustration reproductions in the remaining
volumes; most in this volume are not much larger than a
commemorative postage stamp. Most readers will prefer
larger reproductions.
This is volume 4 of a projected eight volumes from the
University of North Texas Press. Each of the three sections
in this volume, "More Staff Duties," "The Ponca Question
Continues," and "The Bureau of Ethnology~~ is preceded
with an explanatory background section by Robinson that
introduces the reader to the subsequent section. This is helpful
to the reader who may not have a deep understanding of the
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period Bourke describes. Robinson has established himself as
one of the leading authorities of Westem Americana history.
Chuek Parsons
Luling, Texas
Fort Laramie: Military Bastion of the High Plains by Douglas C.
McChristian (The Arthur H. Clark Co., 2800 Venture Drive,
Norman, OK 73069), 2009. Contents. Maps and Illustrations.
Foreword. Preface. Introduction. Bibliography. Index. P. 456.
$45.00. Hardcover.

The story of our nation ~s settlement of the American
West is an expansive one, most often told on a grand scale.
More than half of the United States lies west of the Missouri
River. From Kansas City and Fort Leavenworth, tens of
thousands of people and wagons moved west into difficult
conditions. To examine that history in the second half of the
nineteenth century generally requires a broad perspective.
As an alternative to that approach, Fort Laramie: Military
Bastion of the High Plains allows the reader to select a
point along one of the primary migration routes and watch
that rich history pass through.
The author, a former historian for the National Park
Service, has a remarkable access to detailed historical
records ofthe fort, and uses those to create a well-documented
military history of a key military installation. Anyone whose
interests lie in understanding the role of the military in the
expansion of the American West will no doubt find this
work to be exceptional. Fort Laramie, Wyoming, remains a
significant national landmark and interpretive site. However,
to look at this work solely as a military history would miss an
even richer accomplishment as a lens focused on the lives of
the people who were involved.
What Fort Laramie presents in an exceptionally intriguing
and complete way are the dramatic social and cultural
upheavals that affected both the immigrants who believed the
west was their destiny as well as the Native American cultures
that relied on the land for their physical survival. The lives of
the people whose histories coincide with that of Fort Laramie
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are presented with a level of detail that is both complete
and compelling. The pendulum of change in policies toward
the Indians between trade and treaty and annihilation and
expulsion swings back and forth several times during the time
period when Fort Laramie was a focal point, roughly 18501890. The difficulties of harsh winters, the cycles of thefts and
abuses, the tensions of trade and commerce, and the horrors
of massacre and retaliation provide a level of emotion to this
work that adds significantly to the value of this work.
One scene (p. 23 1) more than any other summed up the
history of the west of which Fort Laramie was a part. In 1865,
after years of conflict, a decision was made to remove Indians
from the region around the fort. The exodus that followed
was like a parade-ground review of time. Led by a makeshift,
post-war cavalry, over 2,000 Sioux led their horses, dogs, and
travois pulling their supplies. With trading partners leaving,
white traders were also in thc entourage, pulling twenty-one
wagons of supplies and herding fifty head of cattle. Under
guard of both the soldiers and an Indian policing party were
four Ogala prisoners, physically and symbolically bound by
chains.
With its rich detail, exceptional research, and wellwritten narrative, Fort Laramie is a milestone of achievement
not only as a military history but as a cultural snapshot of
westward migration.
Gary Pinkerton
Silsbee, Texas

Red Light Women of the Rocky Mountains by Jan MacKell
(University of New Mexico Press, 1 University of New Mexico,
Albuquerque, NM 87131-0001), 2009. Contents.
List of
Illustrations. Foreword. Preface. Acknowledgements. Notes.
Index. P. 458. $34.95. Hardcover.
RedLight Women of/he Rocky Mountains is Jan MacKell 's
second contribution to the historiography of prostitution in
the mountainous region of the American West. Jan MacKen
possesses a sustained enthusiasm regarding the history of
prostitution in the American West. Her love for the subject
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matter and desire to unearth the stories of women occupied by
what was none other than the first formal profession open to
women of the region remains unmasked throughout the work.
The audience for the book, as identified by Tom Noel, who
authored the foreword, is the general public. Noel regards
MacKell's work as a Hpopular, narrative history that will not
bore readers" (xiv). In addition to a readable prose, MacKeIl
includes several photographs of her subjects, remarking
that she "selected every single one of them because she was
special in some way" (xviii).
Although MacKell offers a readable narrative about a
subject which draws popular as well as academic interest,
the work is based largely upon secondary sources with only
minimal primary source references. Also, MacKell utilizes
some sources deemed by most professional historians as
unacceptable for student research papers, such as online
encyclopedias. Additionally, MacKell's thesis offers nothing
new, as she asserts that her goal is simply to "give a good
understanding of' the industry, something which professional
historians Glenda Riley and Anne Butler have previously
achieved based upon primary source research. The strength
of MacKell's contribution may be in her focus on the states
touched by the Rocky Mountains: Arizona, Colorado, Idaho,
Montana, New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming.
Tiffany Fink
Hardin-Simmons U niversity
To Hell on a Fast Horse: Billy the Kid. Pat Garrett. and the Epic
Chase to Justice in the Old West by Mark Lee Gardner ( William
Morrow, 10 East 53 rd Street, New York, NY 10022), 2010.
Contents. Epilogue. Acknowledgements. Notes. Resource. Index.
P. 314. $26.99. Softcover.

This book by Mark Lee Gardner is as complete in its
coverage of this era in western history as I have ever read.
The author presents the story in a very engaging, complete,
and readable manner. I have read the long and short versions
of the Billy the Kid saga from many authors with just as
many viewpoints but have never found one as enjoyable
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or informative. Frederick Nolans' The Lincoln County War
is more complete in its coverage of the subject but not as
readable, while other accounts have tended to either glamorize
or villainize the central character of Billy the Kid, depending
on the author's particular bias. Some have entirely missed the
mark. Not true with Gardner.
I have personally done a great deal of research on Billy
the Kid and Garrett at the Haley Memorial Library in Midland,
Texas with perhaps the idea of preparing a manuscript on
some aspect of the subject in the future. Gardner's research is
obviously prolific and comprehensive as he and I have treaded
in many of the same "tracks." He did well in explaining the
early background of Billy and Garrett. His explanation for
the reasons as well as the events leading up to the Lincoln
County War is fundamentally sound. The financial aspects
and political control questions within the factional dispute
are both obvious and quite complex, and Gardner aptly
examines all aspects. He also provides the reader with the
specific details about the geography and sheer physical size
of Lincoln County, a quality that keenly enhances the work.
Gardner's treatment not only of the major events in the
saga, but also the little known aspects of the capture, the
escape, and the ultimate killing of Billy are outstanding. His
account also describes location and condition of the graves
of John Tunstall and Alexander McSween, something I have
not seen in other accounts. Such inclusion is impressive; the
graves are in an obscure location behind the current Lincoln
Village Museum which I discovered only by accident on a trip
to the area fifteen years ago. As is usual when I read chronicles
of Billy the Kid, the relative youth of the central characters
is amazing to me, particularly since popular culture so often
portrays Tunstall and McSween as so much older than they
truly were. William Bonney's age is well documented, but
John Tunstall was only twenty-five when he was killed, and
Alexander McSween was only a decade older.
Gardner also carried the saga further than most with
his account of Pat Garrett's life and death years after killing
Billy the Kid. His ambitions were never realized as he died
broke and in debt, and his murderer or murderers were never
convicted. I would recommend this book to all who would
want to learn more about Billy, Garrett, and the Lincoln

142

*

Book Reviews

County War.
Winston Sasebee
Midland, Texas
Rocky Mountain Heartland: Colorado, Montana, and Wyoming in
the Twentieth Century, DuaneA. Smith (The University ofArizona
Press 355 S. Euclid Avenue Suite 103, Tucson, AZ 85719), 2008.
Contents. List of Illustrations. Preface. Prologue. Notes. Suggested
Readings. Illustration Credits. Index. P. 305. $22.95. Softcover.

In Rocky Mountain Heartland: Colorado, Montana,
and Ttyoming in the Twentieth Century, preeminent
Western historian Duane Smith argues that the vast region
stretching along the length of the Rocky Mountains marks
"the West of the most modern of American places" and at
the same time marks the HWest of hallowed traditions and
captivating heritage." These opposing forces of tradition and
modernization not only shaped the histories of Colorado,
Wyoming, and Montana during the twentieth century but also
provide a greater insight into the emergence of the Modem
American West. In ten short chapters, Rocky Mountain
Heart/and broadly chronicles the history of the three states
during the twentieth century. While Smith uses broad
strokes to tell his tale, he successfully provides readers with
a deeper understanding of the forces that shaped the region
throughout the century by placing them in a larger national
context. From the Ludlow Massacre in 1914, to the boom in
tourism following World War II, to the growing fight over
water between urban and rural regions within each state
at the century's end, Smith articulates how events in each
state both reflected the internal struggles between tradition
and modernization while reflecting larger national trends.
It is this placing of Colorado, Wyoming, and Montana into
a larger context that is the strength of Rocky Mountain
Heartland. While rather general at times, such an approach
underlines the importance of the transformation of this once
isolated region and demonstrates the increasingly complex
nature of the American West during the twentieth century.
Michael Childers, ABD
University of Nevada, Las Vegas
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Black Mexico: Race and Society from Colonial to Modern Jimes by
Ben Vinson III and Matthew Restall, Editors (University of New
Mexico Press, 1 University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM
87131-0001),2009. Contents. Illustrations. Notes. Bibliography.
P. 278. $24.95. Softcover.

Black Mexico is neither ground-breaking nor innovative,
but it is essential. Edited by two of the most prominent and
productive scholars on people of African descent in Mexico,
this volume is required for any scholar of the African global
diaspora or the question of African identity in the Americas.
The core of this work lies in the well-crafted introduction
by Ben Vinson III as well as the six ensuing essays on
the colonial experience of blacks in Mexico. Vinson's
introduction lays out the major historiographic questions in
a manner accessible to U.S. scholars who may be unfamiliar
with the topic of Africans in Mexico. Indeed, Vinson's
introduction in conjunction with Frank Proctor's essay on
slave rebellions and Vinson's own internal contribution on
the daily routine of African labor are ideal selections for
those interested in comparative slavery. While the majority
of comparative literature focuses on Cuba, Hispaniola, or
Brazil, these essays remind scholars that the United States
was not alone in the expansive use of African slavery in
North America.
However, the editors do not limit themselves to
contributions on slavery. Andrew B. Fischer's essay on
the Free-Black experience in south-eastern Mexico draws
readers' attention to the power seized by black '5 in shaping
their own world as well as the limitations of racial prejudice
as they balanced between hostile Spanish ranchers and
abusive indigenous communities. Nevertheless, Pat Carroll
avoids a stereotype of Black-Indian violence with his essay
on Africans that found refuge in Indian society, especially as
Indian villages faced a demographic collapse due to illness
and disease.
On a lighter note, Joan Bristol and Matthew Rcstall's
essay on "Love-Magic in the Seventccnth-CenturyH is at once
entertaining and enlightening. An examination of magic from potions of chocolate and menstrual blood to amulets
of power - this final essay amplifies the growing literature
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on African-Indigenous relations in the Americas through the
language of pharmacopeia and magic.
More problematic is the second half of the collection.
Rushing over independence and, indeed, the entirety of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries (including the Mexican
Revolution), the reader is left wondering if Afro-Mexicans
simply packed up and left the country for 200 years. This
omission is made most glaring in the essay of Alva Moore
Stevenson who briefly mentions her own African American
father's service during the Mexican Revolution and his
gradual conversion to an Afro-Mexican identity - an
anecdote which cries out to scholars to investigate further
the role of blacks in the first great social revolution of the
twentieth century. Nevertheless, the twenty-first century
reflections of anthropologists, Afro-Mexicans, and advocates
of Afro-Mexican human rights found in section two are
both interesting and valuable. Course instructors in modem
Mexican history, African Diaspora, or cultural anthropology
will find the writing accessible to undergraduates while
their content invites interesting comparisons to questions
of race in the United States - particularly those essays on
discrimination and identity.
Black Mexico is a collection ofinteresting, well structured
essays that arc brief and direct and should find a home on
the shelves of scholars interested in questions of multi-racial
societies. And while peripheral areas to Latin America such
as Texas bear no mention in this collection, the question of
Black / Latino interaction in Texas certainly deserves greater
attention, and Black Mexico serves as a functional model for
that investigation.
Jason Dormady
Stephen F. Austin State University
And Grace Will Lead Me Home: African American Freedmen
Communities ofAustin, Texas, 1865 to 1928 by Michelle M. Mears
(Texas Tech Uoi versity Press, 2903 4th Street, Box 41037, Lubbock,
TX 79409-1037),2009. Figures. Acknowledgments. Introduction.
Appendices. Notes. Works Cited. Index. P. 256. $45.00. Softcovcr.
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Building on the research of historians Barry A. Crouch,
James M. Smallwood, Thad Sitton, and James H. Com-ad,
Michelle M. Mears pieces together a comprehensive
examination of the freedmen towns of Austin, Texas. After
the Civil War and during Reconstruction, freedmen received
provisions to settle and farm land, obtain an education,
establish schools, and the like via the Freedmen's Bureau
Acts of 1865.
M ears argues freedmen towns in the Austin area
developed as a response to the "polite' racism that continued
after the war. Similar to the freedmen colonies that developed
in Nacogdoches and Angelina Counties, freedmen in Austin
established communities away from the whites. In Austin,
blacks were forced to the margins of the city, especially East
Austin. Mears also argues thatAustin 's freedmen communities
eventually crumbled and demised due to the passage ofa bill
by the Texas Legislature in 1928. The aim of said bill was to
effectively segregate all freedmen to East Austin.
As was the case for a majority of freedmen towns in East
Texas (as well Georgia, Kentucky, and Alabama), freedmen
communities in Austin created a social network of towns.
However, even though blacks were free, they still faced
many of the same pre-Civil War social, living, and working
conditions. Sharecropping developed as the primary labor
system, but blacks did not automatically accede to this
system and instead pooled money to buy land for general
stores, churches, schools, and similar institutions.
According to Mears, a handful of freedmen communities
existed in Austin from just before the end of the Civil War
through the 1930s and 1940s and included Clarksville,
Wheatville, Pleasant Hill, Robertson Hill, and Gregorytown.
Freedmen kept completely away from whites when possible
and usually made contact only when selling wares at market.

Otherwise, blacks stayed within their enclaves and created a
friendly group environment in which items were borrowed as
needed and paid back when convenient. Freedmen entertained
themselves by competing in footraces, playing baseball, and
watching public hangings. Within these communities, blacks
also resorted to the most basic Western medical care or West
African-derived healthcare methods. The Church provided
the most important aspect of life in Austin's freedmen
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communities because it acted as a haven for both religious
and secular matters such as funerals, schools, and town
meetings. Mears notes that many churches constructed during
this time period still stand today around Austin, especially in
East Austin.
The freedmen communities in Austin eventually fell
apart and became deserted in the mid-1920s, and culminated
with the legislative measures to segregate blacks into one
area of the city. Other factors that affected the seclusion and
elimination of freedmen towns was an influx of Mexican
American immigrants from south Texas, combined with the
fact that blacks had begun the natural process of moving to
different locations either within the city or state.
Mears masterfully employs primary sources from
government reports and documents, personal correspondences
between freedmen, writings from the founders of these
communities like the Reverend Jacob F ontaine, James Wheat,
the Mason Brothers, and interviews from the W.P.A. Project
in the 1930s. Mears's uses excellent secondary sources such
as Crouch's The Freedmen s Bureau and Black Texans and
Sitton and Conrad's Freedom Colonies: Independent Black
Texans in the Time ofJim Crow.
Mears offers a rich amount of fresh research in the
fonn of a valuable case study in freedmen town history.
The language is clear, concise, and easy to follow; the
narrative is succinctly organized and reads smoothly. Mears
uses illustrations without inundating the reader with too
much information too quickly. In particular, the chapter
organization is nicely condensed and easily manageable,
impressive considering the topic. Any scholar or student of
history will find Michelle Mears's book both enlightening
and entertaining and a valuable addition to bookshelves and
further research projects.
Nathan Copling
Wright City, Missouri
Playing in Shadows: Texas and Negro League Baseball by Rob Fink
(Texas Tech University Press, Box 41037, Lubbock, TX

79409-1037), 2010. Contents. Foreword. Preface. Appendix.
Bibliography. Index. P. 165. $29.95. Softcover.
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Our White Boy by Jerry Craft with Kathleen Sullivan.
(Texas Tech University Press, Box 41037, Lubbock, TX
79409-1037)1 20 10. Contents. Foreword. Acknowledgments.
References. Index. P. 241. $29.95. Softcover.

For years baseball historians have explored African
American participation in the national pastime. The primary
focus has been upon the Negro Leagues and such stars as
Satchel Paige, Josh Gibson, Rube Foster, and other gifted
players. Now, however, Texas Tech University has produced
two books that reveal a more common and widespread African
American baseball experience, with Texas as the focal point
of each study. African American minor league and semiprofessional clubs, although less well-funded and organized
than their white counterparts, played before enthusiastic and
fun-loving crowds, providing a sporting experience that was
universal in African American communities, large or small.
League records and statistics, box scores and game
stories, were not often kept systematically, while oral history
has centered on Negro League superstars. But Ron Fink
painstakingly combed old newspapers and every conceivable
archive to reconstruct African American baseball in Texas.
Playing in Shadows is a welcome compilation of information
about barnstorming semi-pro teams in Texas, city league
clubs, and the Texas-Oklahoma-Louisiana League. Baseball
greats from Texas included Rubc Foster, father of the Negro
National League; Willie Foster, the best southpaw pitcher
in Negro League history; Smokey Joe Williams, dominant
power pitcher of the Negro Leagues; Willie Wells, best
shortstop in the Negro Leagues during the 1930s and 1940s;
and numerous other brilliant players. Fink perceptively
places the story of these teams and leagues and players within
the context of segregation and the civil rights movement.
Playing in Shadows brilliantly fills a neglected gap in the
sports history of Texas.
A converse account is related by Jerry Craft, who was
called "Jackie Robinson in reverse" when he pitched for
the Wichita Falls/Graham Stars in the West Texas Colored
League during the summers of 1959 and 1960. As a West
Tcxas boy growing up in Jacksboro, Craft and his friends
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played sandlot baseball almost daily with black children. In
segregated Texas, Craft had no other contact with his black
playmates. He was a football and baseball star at Jacksboro
High School, and during the summers of his five years at
Texas Tech, he pitched for semi-professional clubs.
In 1959 he was called by Carl Sedberry, Jr., and asked
to pitch for his team of "Stars~' at Wichita Falls. When Craft
arrived for the Sunday game, he was astounded to see all
black teams and fans. The genial Sedberry, also an African
American, revealed that he had scouted Craft the previous
summer. Sedbcrry had assembled a talented rostcr, but he
needed an ace pitcher. Although Craft worked on his father's
ranch, he agreed to pitch for the Stars on Wednesday nights
and Sunday afternoons. In 1959, Craft and the Stars lost only
one game, and if opposing players or fans were uncivil to
the pitcher, the Stars rushed to the defense of "our white
boy." The Stars were not as good in 1960, but Craft pitched
a no-hitter in one game and posted twenty-three strikeouts in
another. Through the sharcd experiences of games and road
trips, Craft became close to his teammates, and the unthinking
racial attitudes of his youth were changed forever.
Craft told his story to sports historian Kathleen Sullivan,
and together they produced a highly readable book, full of
humor and insight into a little-known baseball world. Our
White Boy and Playing in Shadows relate two sides of the
same historical talc, and sit side by side in my baseball library.
Bill O'Neal
Panola College

Long is the Way and Hard: One Hundred Years ofthe NAACP edited
by Kevem Verney and Lee Sartain (University ofArkansas Press,
105 N. McIlroy Ave" Fayetville, AR 72701), 2009. Contents.
Foreword. Notes. Contributors. Index. P. 313. $29.95. Softcover.

The National Association for the Advancement ofColored
People (NAACP) is the oldest Civil Rights organization in
America. It was formed in 1909, a turbulent time in race
relations. Jim Crow laws were firmly entrenched and there
was an upsurge in African Americans being lynched by white
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mobs all over the South, including Texas. The NAACP was
organized just 13 years after the infamous Plessy v. Ferguson
Supreme Court decision ruling that Hseparate but equar' was
constitutional.
This book, Long is the Way and Hard: One Hundred
Years of the NAACP, is a compilation of essays. Because it
is an edited book, there is a substantial degree of overlap in
the discussion of issues and personalities. However, it still
stands as a contribution to the available literature on the rich
history of the NAACP. The first part of the book focuses on
the NAACP at the national level from its origin, objectives,
and leadership and its relationships with other national
Civil Rights organizations such as the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC), the Congress on Racial
Equality (CORE), and the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC). A separate chapter is devoted to the
"Uneasy Alliance: The NAACP and Martin Luther King.
The second part of the book is devoted to essays on
the NAACP at the state and local levels. In this section of
the book is a chapter entitled: "In No Event Shall a Negro
be Eligible: The NAACP Takes on the Texas All-White
Primary, 1923-1944.
This section is most interesting to
East Texans. It provides a chronology of the All-White
Democratic Primary in Texas and the roles played by the
NAACP and the local leadership in African American
communities such as Houston and Dallas. In two cases that
originated in East Texas, the u.s. Supreme Court made major
rulings to dismantle Jim Crow laws in the South. The case
known as Smith v. Allwright (1944) declared the All-White
Democratic Primary in Texas unconstitutional. This decision
had national implications. The second U.S. Supreme Court
case of Sweatt v. Painter (1950) removed barriers faced by
African Americans as they attempted to enroll in institutions
of higher learning -specifically, the University of Texas Law
School. Clearly, Texas-based Supreme Court cases helped
strike down the walls of Jim Crow and usher in the Civil
Rights Movement in America.
Equally important to the two main sections of the book is
the lengthy chronology of events that traces the NAACP from
its inception in New York City to its centenary celebration
in 2009 when President Barack Obama, in addressing the
H

H
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organization, acknowledged the "pain of discrimination
and called for a "new mindset, a new set of attitudes" by
which African Americans take responsibility for their own
destinations.
Among the salient points in the "Chronology of the
NAACP" are its nationwide campaign in 1915 to protest the
showing of D.W. Griffith's film The Birth of a Nation, its
multiple campaigns against lynching which passed the U.S.
House of Representatives but failed in the U.S. Senate three
times, and NAACP Secretary John R. Shillady's beating
in Texas and his never fully recovering. The NAACP
membership grew from 1,100 members in 1912 to 430,000
in 1944 to over 500,000 for the first time in 1945.
The essays in the book are well documented which
provides a good bibliography on the literature available on the
NAACP. The volume is quite impressive. This book could
serve as a good textbook for college and university students
studying the history of race relations in America and the role
that the NAACP played in challenging and subsequently
knocking down legal barriers and changing customs.
H

Theodore M. Lawc
A.C. McMillan African American Museum

First Available Cell: Desegregation of the Texas Prison System by
Chad R. Trulson and James W. Marquart (University of Texas
Press, P.O. Box 7819, Austin, TX 78713-7819), 2009. Contents.
Foreward. Acknowledgements. Introduction. Select Bibliography.
Index. P. 328. $55.00. Hardcover.

For those ofus who study prisons, have worked in prisons,
or care about practices carried out behind prison walls, this
book is an important part of the Texas history record. No
major social institution within a culture is completely isolated
from the core values of that society. With this hypothesis, the
authors pose an important question for their research: "Did
efforts to desegregate Texas prison cells unleash a torrent of
racial violence, and if not, why not?" In this book, Trulson
and Marquart carefully document the lagging path of Texas
prison desegregation that paralleled attitudes and values of
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the broader society, specifically resistance to change based
on convention.
Throughout the book, the authors examine how single
events have broader implications when they change mores
and norms within society, in this instance within Texas
prisons. The opening chapter references how popular culture
images created a new way of thinking about relations between
the black and white races. Additionally, it highlights how
science and tcchnology shattered old barriers. From these
antecedents, the writers shift their focus to inspect change
agents for Texas prison desegregation and the presence or
absence of any associated violence.
This book offers a first rate example of content analysis
to address the research question in addition to a number of
dividends. The text contains several timelines assembled by
the authors to provide background to decades old settings for
the action taking place. These include a brief history of Texas
prisons, school desegregation, 19th century violence against
blacks, Jim Crow legislation in Texas, Texas lynchings from
1890-1899, a succinct listing of the allegation of Lamar vs.
Coffield, and current examples of unresolved racial tensions
in America, Consistent with their effort to create a context
for the research question, the authors include a collection
of photographs showing prison life from the 20th century.
And, as one might expect from writers with this level of
research background, each chapter includes well documented
scholarship. This book will add much to the record of this
critical era in the history of prisons not only in Texas but the
South.
The writer of this review joined the Classification
Bureau of the Texas Prison System in July 1965, working
directly for Mr. Leon W. Hughes ("Frosty" as he was called
by the inmates because of his white hair). This role enabled

almost daily access to meetings, documents, and casual
conversations with both Mr. Hughes, and Dr. George Beto
whom Trulson and Marquart associate with the early efforts
of desegregation with the system. I can corroborate that what
these writers learned about the period 0 f the 1960s from the
institutional record closely parallels our experience. Both
Beto and Hughes were committed to the humane treatment of
inmates. Dr. Beto was a leader of men, including wardens,
152
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officers, and inmates, and often got his way against the
forces of tradition because of his charismatic personality.
Mr. Hughes' stride within the System arched two worlds,
his long seniority engendered trust by the seasoned officers
while he was educated and progressive in his notions of
penology. Together they made a good team and were involved
'hands-on' with Dr. Beto's agenda. Our instructions when
classifying inmates to the units were to take time to know
about their records, their enemies, their prior record, and
their experience with jail time and prior prison time. There
is little doubt that the careful classification of inmates (albeit
on white cards for whites, blue cards for blacks, and orange
cards for Hispanics) coupled with Mr. Hughes sixth sense
applied to unit placement contributed to the lack of explosive
violence documented in this important research effort.
In the end, Trulson and Marquart do not disappoint with
their well founded conclusions and direction for further
research. If there is one area that might be noted as obviously
missing from the record documented by these writers, it is
the omission of the same philosophy of "first available cell"
in the women's unit - Goree in the early days and other
assignments in later times. Social scientists who wish to
investigate the historical record to understand contemporary
societal norms and values will find this book provides a rich
source of ideas.
James Standley
Stephen F. Austin State University

Sex, Murder. and the Unwritten Law: Courting Judicial Mayhem,
Texas Style by Bill Neal (Texas Tech University Press, Box
41037, Lubbock, TX 79409-1037), 2009. Contents. Illustrations.
Foreword. Acknowledgments. Introduction. Afterthoughts. Notes.
Bibliography. Index. P. 280. $29.95. Hardcover.

In the nineteenth-century American South, a man held
two sacred duties-to protect his womenfolk and to defend
his honor. Many Southerners, including Texans, "clung
tenaciously to the old values, including the Old South's
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Code of Chivalry, Code of Honor, and Victorian notions
of sexuality" (p. 8). Southern legislatures therefore passed
numerous laws criminalizing all fonns of sexual misconduct,
including rape, adultery, and seduction. Only marital relations
were considered sacrosanct. In 1856, however, Texas added
~'justifiable homicide" to its statutes. Article 1220 of the
Texas Penal Code authorized a husband to kill his wife's
paramour, providing that he caught them between the sheets
in flagrante delicto. Bill Neal, a practicing criminal lawyer
in Abilene, Texas, argues in Sex, Murder and the Unwritten
Law: Courting Judicial Mayhem, Texas Style that if the
written law failed to satisfactorily provide restitution, then
an "unwritten, higher law" allowed victims to take matters
into their own hands and vindicate their honor.
In Sex, Murder and the Unwritten Law, the author
recounts six legal cases in which the "unwritten law" was
used as a defense either openly in court or euphemistically
in tenus of "protecting the home" or Hdefending his sacred
honor." Examples include John Hallum, who shot with the
intent to kill the Reverend W.A. Forbes in 1896 for seducing
his wife. Hallum later successfully convinced a jury to
ignore the Hpuny mandates of man" and find him not guilty.
In 1915 Winnie Jo Morris (along with other family members)
murdered Garland Radford, the father of her unborn child,
because he had drugged and then spurned her. She too was
found not guilty. In 1977, oil man Cullen Davis allegedly
shot and killed two persons, wounding his estranged wife and
one other person. A.lthough the trial ended four years after
the repeal of Article 1220, Neal suggests that "subliminal
echoes of the old unwritten law" lingered, resulting in a not
guilty verdict (p. 204). All these defendants, Neal asserts,
utilized in part the "unwritten law" to get away with murder.
The usc of the "unwritten lawn in Texas was both a
Southern and frontier development. The heavy migration
of Southerners into Texas, who clung to notions of chivalry
and honor, coupled with a rudimentary judicial system,
encouraged settlers to take matters into their own hands,
especially in cases of sexual impropriety. Rather than utilize
lawmen, courts, and lawyers, which were often unavailable
or ineffective, Texans turned to the "unwritten law" to redress
a wrong. Killing in defense of property---or one's honor154
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was justifiable homicide.
One strength of the book is the debunking of certain
Inyths that have surrounded the use of the '"unwritten law.
For example, Neal shows that "selfhelp justice~~ was not just a
Southern phenomenon but was utilized by northern defendants
as well. Furthermore, he dispels the common assumption that
only men avenged sexual dishonor. Outraged women also
turned the tables and invoked the '"unwritten lawn (p. 15).
The book, however, is not without its flaws. One omission
is a serious discussion of the culture and gender roles in Texas
that produced Article 1220. Since the "unwritten law" flowed
from this legal code, it would have been valuable to trace its
legal history and debate in the Texas legislature and society at
large. Additionally, Neal asserts in several instances that "the
unwritten law had saved her" (p. 55) or "the unwritten folk
law may well have lingered at least in the subconscious" (p.
203). These suppositions ignore the numerous reasons why
juries render their judgments, many of which observers will
never know. Without juror intcrviews (except in the Cullcn
case), it would be hard to say with any certainty how much
the "unwritten law" played in the verdicts. If it is true, as the
author states, that "Jurors find what they want to find, whether
real or imagined," then it is just as likely that other factors
such as insanity, self defense, procedural issues, even jury
tampering or no reason at all are also possible explanations
(p. 217). Overall, Sex, Murder and the Unwritten Law is
an interesting and lively slice of Texas history that tends to
treat serious topics in a sensational manner. It should be of
interest to lawyers, historians, and lay persons.
H

Mary Kelley Scheer
Lamar University

Not a Gentlemen's War: An Inside View of Junior Officers in the
Vietnam War by Ron Milam (The University of North Carolina
Press, 116 S. Boundary S1., Chapel Hill, N C 27514-3808),2009.
Contents. Acknowledgments. Prologue. Notes. Bibliography.
Index P. 238. $35.00. Hardcover.

Mostofthc literature on the U.S. Army in Vietnam focuses
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either on the top or bottom echelons of the military hierarchy
- either on the gent~rals and the strategies they pursued or
the "grunts" and their birds-eye view of the war. Ron Milam,
who served as an infantry advisor during the conflict, otTers
a different perspective. Drawing on an extensive collection
of archival sources and a large number of oral histories,
Not a Gentleman 50 War examines the experience of the
Army's lowest-ranking officers, its lieutenants. In analyzing
their war, Milam se(~ks to correct what he sees as a popular
misconception about junior officers in Vietnam: that they
were inferior to their counterparts in earlier wars, responsible
for the atrocities which are widely regarded as one of the
hallmarks of the conflict, and at least partially to blame for
America's defeat in ·Vietnam. On the contrary, he argues, the
Army's lieutenants performed "for the most part, with great
skill, dedication, and commitment to the men they led~~ (p.2),
in a war that differed from previous American conflicts and
was particularly trying for junior officers.
The book is divided into two parts. In the first, Milam
provides a wealth of detail on the selection and training
process, as well as the Anny's efforts to monitor and evaluate
its procedures for producing officers. He notes that in spite
of the war's insatiable demand for platoon leaders, the Army
sought to maintain its training standards. For example, it
terminated or recycled more than one-third of the students
going through Officer Candidate School.
By and large, he argues, senior officers at the time
expressed satisfaction with the lieutenants who arrived in
Vietnam to lead the troops. In the second part of the book,
Milam examines the experience of junior officers after their
arrival in-country. He explores the dilemmas that faced
platoon commanders, such as dealing with complicated rules
ofengagement and the pressure from superiors for high ~~body
counts." His treatment ofthe issue of enforcing unit discipline
- in the face of drug use, racial tensions, and the increasing
unpopularity of the war - highlights some of the problems
confronting the Anny's lieutenants that were peculiar to
the Vietnam conflict. Here again, Milam challenges the
conventional wisdorn. He argues that far from being a cause
or symptom of the military's problems in Vietnam, especially
after 1968, it was the junior officer corps that actually held
156
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the Army together.
Milam wisely avoids becoming bogged down in the great
debates that surround America's involvement in Vietnam whether the conflict should have been fought and whether
it could have been won - to concentrate on telling his story
of the lieutenants' war. Never very far from the surface of
this story is the massacre at My Lai and the troubling figure
of Lieutenant William Calley. Milam suggests that, in the
minds of many Americans, Calley is the war's poster-child
and has come to stand for all the failings attributed to the
junior officer corps in Vietnam - poor education and training,
lack of leadership and moral fiber, etc. Yet, he observes, the
same selection and training regime that turned out Lieutenant
Calley also produced the likes of Chief Warrant Officer
Hugh Thompson, who saved the lives of a dozen Vietnamese
civilians at My Lai from the rampaging lieutenant and his
platoon. There was only "one Calley," Milam concludes,
a notable exception and not representative of his fellow
officers. This point is well taken, although Milam's coverage
of the issue of atrocities seems to rather pull its punches. In
emphasizing the egregious nature of the My Lai massacre,
he tends to gloss over the question of how widespread was
"atrocious behavior" in Vietnam. Recent work by Bernd
Greiner, Deborah Nelson, and Michael Sallah suggests that
it was, in fact, not uncommon, albeit not on the scale of My
Lai. In addition, Milam's effort to set the commission of war
crimes within a broad historical context tends to confuse more
than it enlightens. It is not clear whether he is trying to tease
out the differences between Vietnam and other conflicts, or
presenting a variant of the "war is hell" argument to explain
atrocities committed in Vietnam.
This criticism notwithstanding, Not a Gentleman s War
represents a valuable contribution to the literature. It offers
an in-depth treatment of the junior officers' war, the first
scholarly work to do so.
Philip E. Catton

Stephen F. Austin State University

Spanish Water, Anglo Water: Early Development in San Antonio
by Charles R. Porter, Jr. (Texas A&M University Press, 4354

*

157

FALL

EAST TEXAS HISTORiCAL JOURNAL

2010

TAMU, College Station, IX 77843-4354), 2009. Contents.
Acknowledgements. Introduction. Epilogue. Notes. Bibliography.
Index. P. 181. $34.95. Hardcover.

San Antonio has always been closely tied to its sources
of water, from the colonial era to the present-day. The initial
Spanish settlement occurred in large part due to the existence
of flowing springs and a lush river that attracted missionaries
to the location. Today the River Walk exists as one of the
nation's preeminent tourist attractions. The author of this
well-researched book provides an overview of the role water
has played in the history of the city up to the beginnings ofthe
twentieth century. He also examines the evolution of water
law during the Spanish and Anglo-American eras, noting
especially how the use of this water within the parameters
of the legal systerrl motivated development of the city.
In so doing, this study uses a variety of sources including
eighteenth century Spanish accounts, letters and papers
of early Anglo-American settlers, and modem municipal
records. This analysi;; is also based on a thorough foundation
of secondary sources that includes historical, hydrological,
and engineering studies. In so doing, the author brings an
interesting perspective to the narrative because his personal
background is rooted in real estate matters as well as history.
The volume ~s narrati ve moves through three parts, with the
first providing a description of the springs and water sources
that existed before settlement. This discussion constitutes
a good example of environmental history written in a solid
matter. The second section of the book provides a full
examination ofSpanish water rights during the colonial period
of the city's history. During that period, Spanish settlers and
the missions of the area constructed an elaborate system of
irrigation ditches and aqueducts, known as acequias, which

linked San Antonio's water sources to areas of settlement
and agriculture. This discussion highlights how water thus
influenced the nature of the built environment of the colonial
city, with special emphasis on how Spanish law concurrently
contributed to settlenlent patterns and the development of the
local economy. Some of these acequias still remain today as
part of the city's tangible Spanish colonial heritage.
The section ofthi.s book dealing with the Spanish era is, in
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the opinion of this reviewer, the strongest part of the volume
because it develops a very reasoned analysis of how water
sources created the colonial city while giving a distinctive
character to the settlement. The third and final section of the
book provides commentary on the nineteenth century AngloAmerican population and it use of water. The arrival of
English-speaking settlers brought a new view of water and its
uses to the city, although the acequia system operated until
after the Civil War as an important source for the population.
Over the mid-nineteenth century, providing water to San
Antonio became a commercial enterprise, especially when
banker George W. Brackenridge and his associates opened
the city's first water works.
By the 1890s, the water works and its technology had
created a modem distribution system, which included the
drilling of over a half-dozen artesian wells. This development
meant that by 1900 the San Antonio River and its associated
acequias no longer provided most of the city's water. It is at
the point in the city's history that the author ends his narrative
with a discussion of the legal evolution of water rights across
the twentieth century. This book clearly establishes that San
Antonio has an interesting historical relationship to water
sources, especially regarding the acequias and artesian wells
that make it unlike any other place in Texas. Moreover,
the book stands as an example of how the perspectives of
environmental, legal, and municipal development can be
successfully combined into an astute historical analysis.
Light Townsend Cummins
Austin College

Houston: Lost and Unbuilt by Steven R. Strom (University of
Texas Press, P.O. Box 7819, Austin, TX 78713-7819), 2010.
Contents. Preface and Acknowledgments. Author's Note.
Epilogue. Bibliography. Index. P. 220. $45.00. Hardcover.

Houston has long been hailed as a future oriented
city-all about business. Unfortunately, this comes at the
expense of preserving its past. When antiquated structures
obstruct Houston's progress, the wrecking ball goes to town.
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Houston may have a short history when compared to other
American metropolises~ but by neglecting its preservation,
Houston truncates ilts already brief past. In Houston: Lost
and Unbuilt, Steven Strom unleashes a myriad of images
designed to change Houston's mindset to onc of preservation.
Admittedly elegiac in tone, Strom argues that if Houstonians
want a past to preserve, they need to act now to prevent a
complete loss of the city's architectural past.
Houston: Lost and Unbuilt was originally published as
two separate articles: "Lost Houston: Images From a Century
of Erasure" and "The Houston that Never Was." In this
book, they compris(~ the two sections, "Lost Houston" and
"Unbuilt Houston," and retain the same random sequence
of photographs and architectural images from the original
publication. Strom maintained this unordered sequence
after positive reader reviews. "Lost Houston" provides the
main theme for Strom's work. Strom begins the book with
this section, devotes more pages to it (130 compared to 50
in "Unbuilt Houston"), and uses it to illustrate the primary
argument that Houston needs to protect its past. In these first
130 pages, Strom dt:picts an array of historically significant
structures that havc been substantially altered or completely
leveled. Strom briefly discusses the importance of each
structure through snaall introductions and captions, but the
pictures do most of the talking.
From the Houston Municipal Auditorium to the grand
movie palaces on Theatre Row, Strom explores locales
people can no longer experience, save through the archived
photographs he offers. He concludes the section with several
pages on the Astrodome which defined Space City's futuristic
vision. Though the Astrodome still exists, languishing as a
designated National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark, it
will soon be significantly altered or destroyed (though the
latter is less likely) pending the decision of Houston officials.
Unfortunately in "Lost Houston," Strom never offers solutions
to Houston's lost landscape other than intimating preservation
for all. He also occasionally falls short in explaining the
details of each destruction-a fact that would be important
in examining how and why certain structures were lost.
However, he still successfully relates the importance of the
lost structures, and even ifpreservation-for-all is an unfeasible
160
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policy, Strom effectively demonstrates that Houston should
have been (and should be) more conscientious about its past.
"Unbuilt Houston contrasts with "Lost Houston" in
both material and tone. Unlike the lost past depicted in the
first section, "Unbuilt Houston" displays the optimism and
expansive visions held by twentieth century Houstonians
through futuristic models that never came to be. These
architectural renderings of city structure proposals allow
readers to sense Houston's great imagination and boundless
dreams. From various San Jacinto Monument proposals
to mass transit systems, "Dnbuilt Houston" examines the
city that could have been in an era of Houston's unbridled
optimism.
As a book composed of two separately published articles,
Houston: Lost and Unbuilt's two sections do not weave
together perfectly. The first section has a strong argument
that Strom reiterates in his prologue and epilogue; the second
section simply shows what Houston could have been or what
Houstonians wanted it to be. Overall, however, this does
not significantly detract from the book as the two sections
decently fit together. For a casual reader in need of a coffee
table book, Houston: Lost and Unbuilt provides images for
perusal. Fora meticulous reader, the book examines how much
Houston has lost and how the unbuilt possibilities represent
Houston's push for the future. In the end, Strom's work is
enough to make any Houstonian bemoan our perforated past.
Hopefully it's enough to persuade us to change it.
H

Travis Wise
Conroe, Texas

Winning 42: Strategy and Lore of the National Game of Texas by
Dennis Roberson (Texas Tech University Press, Box 41037,
Lubbock, TX 79407-1037), 2009. Contents. Foreword. Preface.
Index P. 174. $14.95. Softcover.

As a long time "42" player, I didn't expect to learn a
lot frotn Dennis Roberson's book Winning 42. Was I ever
surprised, since Roberson opened my eyes to a number of
nuances and aspects of the "National Game of Texas."
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I first learned that some people I had played "42" with
for years sort of made up the rules as they played. I was
especially glad to learn that true, serious playcrs do not bid
"nelo." I was also glad to see, in detailed instructions, sample
hands and how to bid such hands.
Mr. Robinson's examples and his explanations of the
various stratcgies of bidding, and then following through
with the actual playing of the hands were particularly
helpfuL In each chapter, he provided great detail on various
bids and strategies, which made me soon realize that in many
instances during my play I had counted on luck more than
skill and knowledge. I often tend to rely on the strength of
my own hand to properly bid and do not consider the help my
partner could offer.
Mr. Roberson has also done a fine job of explaining "42"
tournament rules and scoring. Most familiar to me is the
system of scoring by Hmarks," with seven marks necessary to
win. The author's explanation of the point system of scoring
was very clear. He also deftly explained the strategy ofbidding
"84" and how to properly play such a hand. The listing of the
past state tournament winners was also a welcome addition.
Perhaps I shall now consider entering a "42" tournament.
As for the importance of a book on such a subject, it is
difficult for me to irrlagine anyone not enjoying a good game
of 42." I can very truthfully recommend this book to anyone
who plays the game or would like to learn to play "42'~ the
correct way. I knO\V that if I had read this book years ago I
would not only be a bcttcr playcr, but also a more successful
one.
H

Winston Sosebee
Midland, Texas
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SEEKING INALIENAB,LE RIGHTS
Texans and Their Ouests for Ju~;tice
Edited by Debra A. Reid
"An informative collection of articles illustrating the multifarious ways in which Texans over time perceived the
meaninq of inalienable rights."-Arnoldo De LeeSn, professor of history. Angelo State University
224 pp.17 b&w photos. Index. Cloth $45.00; Paperback $22.50

HISTORY AHEAD
Stories beyond the Texas Roads:ide Markers
Dan K. Utley and Cynthia J. Beeman
Introduces readers to the rich. colorful, and sometimes action-packed and humorous stories behind the text
emblazoned on roadside markers.
256 pp. 53 color, 26 b&w photos. 3 map). Flexbound $23.00

HOW DID DAVY DIE? ,AND WHY DO WE CARE SO MUCH?
Dan Kilqore and James E. Crisp
Over 30 years ago Kilgore ignited contl'Oversy with his book, where he asserts that Davv Crockett did not die
on the ramparts of the Alamo, but rather before a firing squad. In this enlarged, commemorative edition Crisp
reviews its origins and impact.
98 pp. 2 line art Cloth $18.95

THE MOODYS OF GAL.VESTON AND THEIR MANSION
Henry Wiencek
Foreword by Robert L MoodV Sr.
Epilogue by E. Douglas McLeod
Wiencek retells the fascinating story 01 the Galveston Moodys, their bU!iiness empires, and the history of their
four-story mansion.
136 pp. 15 color. 76 b&w photos_ Flexbound $19.95
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