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An Ancestral Caddo Ceramic Vessel from the Mack Spence 
Site (41CS6) in the Sulphur River Basin in East Texas

Timothy K. Perttula

	 There is a single ancestral Caddo ceramic vessel in the vessel collections at the Texas Archeological 
Research Laboratory at The University of Texas at Austin from the Mack Spencer site (41CS6) near the 
Sulphur River in Cass County, in East Texas (Figure 1). The 2D documentation of the vessel is put on 
record in this article.

Figure 1. The general location of Cass County, Texas, and the Mack Spence site in East Texas.

	 The vessel from the Mack Spence Farm, 3.5 miles east of Naples, was found several years before 
1930. There were ceramic vessel sherds on the surface of the site at that time.

SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Mack Spence

VESSEL NO.: 1

VESSEL FORM: Jar with a tall rim 
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NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: grog and hematite

RIM AND LIP FORM: Direct rim and rounded lip

CORE COLOR: G (fired in a reducing environment and cooled in the open air)

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark gray; fire clouds on the rim

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: yellowish-brown; fire clouds on the rim and body

WALL THICKNESS (IN MM): rim, 4.8 mm

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed

HEIGHT (IN CM): 11.0

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 9.2

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): 9.0

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM) AND SHAPE OF BASE: 5.7 cm, circular and flat

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 0.6

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The eroded rim has at 
least six horizontal engraved lines, and the vessel body is plain.

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none

TYPE AND VARIETY (IF KNOWN): Unidentified fine ware, but possibly Hickory Engraved (see Suhm 
and Jelks 1962:71 and Plate 36j)

	 The possible Hickory Engraved vessel from the Mack Spence site suggests that the site may have 
been occupied during the Early Caddo period, from ca. A.D. 900-1200. It is likely that the site was used 
by ancestral Caddo peoples for both domestic and mortuary functions.
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