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1.0: INTRODUCTION 
 INTRODUCTION 

In November 2019, under contract with the City of Seguin (the City), TRC Environmental Corporation 
(TRC) conducted in field documentation of an inadvertent discovery consisting of a cistern (41GU211) 
identified in October 2019. The cistern was discovered during active construction of an asphalt parking lot 
for the Seguin City Police Department, located within the City of Seguin, Guadalupe County, Texas. 
Additionally, the City identified a single grave marker prior to construction located in the northwest corner 
of the Area of Potential Effects (APE), defined as the approximately 0.50-acre proposed parking lot. This 
area was also visually surveyed by TRC cultural personnel to ensure that it was avoided during construction 
activities. In tandem with this effort, TRC cultural personnel conducted archival research consisting of a 
review of the Texas Historical Commission Archeological Sites-Atlas (THC-Atlas) for the tract of land on 
which the inadvertent discovery/cistern is located.  

According to current design plans, the City is constructing an asphalt parking lot located at the northeast 
corner of the intersection of Medlin Street and North Saunders Street and will be approximately 0.50 acres 
in size (Figures 1 and 2). Proposed impacts include razing of existing standing structures, clearing of 
vegetation and litter-debris, grading of the parking lot location, the construction of a 700-square foot 
detention pond (2.5 feet deep), the repair of an existing drainage ditch and the installation of 42 feet of high-
density polyethylene pipe, a sidewalk ramp for pedestrian crossing of Medlin Street, and associated new 
curb and sidewalk installation. With the exception of the detention pond which will be 2.5 feet deep, vertical 
impacts will be less a foot in depth (Appendix A: Design Plans). The project will expand parking facilities 
for the Seguin City Police Department. The inadvertent discovery/cistern was found during active grading 
of the parking lot location, at which point all construction work was halted, and through TRC’s engineering 
department, TRC cultural personnel were contacted. TRC cultural personnel coordinated with the THC to 
make a determination if the inadvertent discovery would require survey, obtain an emergency permit for 
the project, and determine if construction could proceed (Appendix B: THC Correspondence).  

As the inadvertent discovery/cistern is located on lands under purview of an entity of the State of Texas, 
the project is subject to compliance with the Antiquities Code of Texas (ACT). During coordination with 
the THC it was determined that the inadvertent discovery/cistern would require documentation and 
recording, and an emergency Texas Antiquities Permit number 9169 was assigned to the Medlin Street 
Police Parking Lot project on November 12, 2019. Data regarding results of TRC’s project area visit and 
cistern documentation was sent to the THC on November 14, 2019 and the THC coordinated via email that 
construction could resume (Appendix B: THC Correspondence). Archeological fieldwork consisted of 
an examination and documentation of the feature, inspection of the entirety of the work site for additional 
features and artifacts, and documentation of the above-noted grave marker. Subsequent to the field survey, 
TRC cultural personnel conducted additional archival and historic sources research related to the tract of 
land on which the inadvertent discovery/cistern and grave marker is located. Archival and historic sources 
that were reviewed include property deed records at the Guadalupe County Clerk’s Office and family 
histories and genealogical information courtesy of the Seguin Public Library.  The purpose of these 
investigations was to evaluate the eligibility of the identified resource for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places per Section 106 (36 CRF 800) of the National Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, or for 
designation as a State Antiquities Landmark (13 TAC 26.12)  No artifacts were collected during this 



 
Chapter 1.0: Introduction 

4  Technical Report No. 315751.1000 
 

investigation; all records will be permanently curated at the Center for Archaeological Studies in San 
Marcos, Texas. 
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Figure 1.  Parking Lot APE Location on Seguin, Texas 7.5’ Topographic Quadrangle Map. 

Haefner, Josh
Not sure if the drawn, checked and approved by jibber jabber is needed on these…..
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Figure 2.  Parking Lot APE Location on Aerial Photograph. 
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2.0:  ENVIRONMENTAL BACKGROUND 
 GEOLOGY AND SOILS 

According to the Geologic Atlas of Texas (Beaumont Sheet), the geology of the proposed project area is 
mapped as the Leona Formation (Qle) (Figure 3).  Consisting of fluviatile terrace deposits of gravel, sand, 
silt, and clay, the Leona Formation dates to the Pleistocene and may correlate with Onion Creek Marl, 
mapped to north in Travis County. The soils within the APE are mapped as Queeny gravelly loam, with 1 to 
5 percent slopes (QeC) (Figure 4). This series consists of well drained soils that formed in calcareous loam 
over gravelly alluvium that originated from shale, claystone, siltstone, or chalk of Cretaceous age. This 
series has low geoarcheological potential at any depth below the ground surface.  
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Figure 3.  Geology of the APE. 
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Figure 4.  Soils of the APE. 
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3.0: HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 

 GUADALUPE COUNTY AND THE CITY OF SEGUIN (1535 TO PRESENT) 

Guadalupe County is located in South Central Texas, northeast of San Antonio and south of Austin. The 
first European to travel through the Seguin region was Cabeza de Vaca, who crossed the Guadalupe River 
at the confluence with the San Marcos River sometime between 1535 and 1536. At this time, the area was 
occupied by semi-sedentary Lipan Apaches and Tonkawa Indians. The area around Seguin was first 
recorded in 1718 by Father Francisco Celiz as part of expeditions through the area conducted by the 
Governor of Coahuila, Martin de Alarcon. They camped just west of Seguin. By the early 19th century, 
Mexicans, Europeans, and Anglos had settled the region, the closest ranch being that of Jose Antonio 
Navarro three miles north of Seguin. In 1831, the Humphries Branch was granted land along the Guadalupe 
River, and in 1833 built a cabin that is likely the first Anglo residence in what would later become the City 
of Seguin. In 1836, the Republic of Texas gained independence from Mexico. In 1838, Joseph F. Martin 
created a town site along a tributary of the Guadalupe River and named it Walnut Springs. The town was 
divided into four sections: farming lots, timber lots, acre lots, and central lots. In 1839, the name was 
changed to Seguin after Juan N. Seguin. From Gesick (2000): 

Juan Seguin - Organized a Company of Mexican Patriots under Sam Houston, led the 
cavalry charge at San Jacinto, Mayor of San Antonio, Republic Senator, fought against 
Americans at the 1842 Battle of Salado, self-imposed exile in Nuevo Laredo, County Judge 
of Wilson County during the Reconstruction period, close friend of the Austins and many 
military leaders of Texas, awarded a pension by the State for his military services.  

In 1842, the Congress of the Republic of Texas created Guadalupe County in response to a request by the 
citizens of Seguin. During the Republic of Texas period (1836-1846) there were numerous altercations with 
the Comanche’s in the Seguin area, partly as a result of agents of the Mexican government intentionally 
inciting rebellion among Native American groups and Mexican populations within the Republic (Gesick 
2000). The Texas Rangers provided Seguin with protection during this period, and their camp was located 
along Walnut Branch near Guadalupe Street. Eventually, many of these Rangers would become founding 
residents of Seguin (Gesick 2000).  

Many of the earliest homes were built from adobe. One of the earliest is the Hall-Burges-Glenwinkel home, 
built in 1838 by Captain Robert Hall along Walnut Branch. Other homes, like the Campbell Log Cabin, 
currently located on East Live Oak Street, were built from timber. There were at least a dozen homes in 
Seguin by 1840. By 1845 the first school classes were being taught in an adobe building at the corner of 
Milam and Nolte Streets. By 1850 a high school was built from concrete on South Austin Street by Dr. 
John Parks and is now the Saint James Catholic School (Gesick 2000). 

In 1845 the United States annexed Texas. The majority of voters approved of the annexation and the new 
State’s constitution that sanctioned slavery and the immigration of slave owners to Texas. The 1840’s and 
1850’s saw a wave of immigration to Texas by Germans and other Europeans, many who passed through 
Seguin on their way westward. This created a boom for the local economy and the period from 1845 to 
1860 saw the construction of many buildings and substantial infrastructure, including a stagecoach route. 
By 1860 at least 100 concrete structures had been built, of which 29 are still standing (Gesick 2000).  
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The residents of Seguin were pro-slavery by 1860 and two military camps had been created in Guadalupe 
County. In 1961 Company D, led by Captain Nathanial Benton was organized and assembled at the Seguin 
courthouse on June 28th. The Company would eventually travel as far east as Virginia and participate in 
the battles of Etham’s Landing, Seven Pines, and Gaines Mill. When General Lee surrendered in 1865, 18 
of the original members of Company D were present. Three residents of Seguin would become Generals in 
the Confederacy. The Civil War period saw a decline in the prosperity Seguin had experienced in the 1840’s 
and 1850’s. However, as skirmishes never occurred within Seguin, there was no destruction of farms or 
communities as experienced in other parts of the Confederacy (Gesick 2000).  

In 1867 the Freedmans Bureau was created across from Market Square and Union soldiers were stationed 
along Live Oak Street to enforce Reconstruction laws and assist freed slaves. Public education for African 
American children was offered in 1871, and largely aided by Baptist and Methodist churches. By 1874, the 
City had partly recovered from the economic downturn created during the Civil War, and some African 
American families were landowners. The economic recovery was partially fueled by a shift towards cattle 
ranching (Gesick 2000).  

In 1876, African American citizens of Seguin created the Abraham Lincoln School, which later became the 
Ball High School in 1925. The school was name after Reverend William Baton Ball, who was instrumental 
in providing education to the African American community. From 1887-1936, Guadalupe College, 
provided college level education for African Americans. In 1912 Texas Lutheran College was from 
Brenham to Seguin and was renamed Texas Lutheran University in 1996 (Gesick 2000).  

The discovery of oil in the Darst Creek fields in the 1920’s provided Seguin with a welcomed economic 
boost, and the City continued to produce notable residents. From the Handbook of Texas Online:  

State Senator Ferdinand C. Weinert of Seguin was responsible for long-lasting prison 
reforms and also worked to establish the Pasteur Institute of Texas, which saved many lives 
in the treatment of rabies. Hilda Blumberg Weinert's contributions to education and 
politics in Texas were also important. As the twentieth century progressed Seguin attracted 
manufacturing and service-oriented industries to diversify its agricultural and oil-based 
economy. In 1986 the Seguin city government changed from the mayor-council form of city 
government to the council-manager form of city government. By 1988 the town had an 
estimated population of 22,000 and more than thirty businesses that employed more than 
fifteen full-time workers each. By that year also the county hospital had expanded to 
seventy-five beds. The Seguin-Guadalupe County Library continued its expansion to more 
than 50,000 volumes, and the Seguin Gazette-Enterprise celebrated its centenary year in 
1988. On August 12, 1988, Seguin celebrated its sesquicentennial year. Tourists were 
attracted to Max Starcke Park, the Guadalupe County Coliseum, and the County 
Fairgrounds, where the Texas State High School Rodeo has been held since 1984. The 
town boasted a number of antebellum homes, including the Sebastopol House State 
Historic Structure, and the greater Seguin area was the setting for author Janice Woods 
Windle's successful novel True Women (1993), featured in a television miniseries in 1997. 
In 2000 Seguin had a population of 22,011 and 1,338 businesses.
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4.0: RESEARCH & METHODS 
 

 RESEARCH AND METHODS 

TRC archaeologists conducted a limited desktop literature and archives review prior to survey of the APE 
in November 2019 to determine whether previously recorded cultural resources have been documented 
within the APE, immediately adjacent to the APE, or within a one-mile (1.6-km) radius of the APE. This 
review included utilization of THC-Atlas, historic United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute 
topographic quadrangles, and Google Earth imagery. These sources provided information regarding the 
location of previously conducted archeological surveys, recorded archeological sites, cemeteries, properties 
currently listed or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), Recorded Texas 
Historic Landmarks (RTHLs), and SALs..   

On November 13, 2019, TRC archeologists Josh Haefner and Steven Sarich conducted survey of the APE 
including documentation of the inadvertent discovery identified as a potentially historic cistern. Once the 
location of the cistern was determined, the overlying gravel aggregate was carefully cleared away from the 
cistern opening and the inadvertent discovery/cistern documented. The location and results of the visual 
survey were recorded with an electronic form created by TRC with Fulcrum, a mobile form builder and 
data collection app. The Fulcrum application runs on Android or iOS operating systems and allows users 
to upload their data in real time (http://www.fulcrumapp.com/). Information recorded using the Fulcrum 
application includes feature type, modern land use, vegetation, average ground surface visibility, 
disturbance type(s), degree of disturbance, a written feature description, feature measurements, feature 
photographs, and general project overview photographs. Additionally, the single grave marker located in 
the northwest corner of the APE that was identified prior to construction was documented and digitally 
recorded to ensure that the parking lot construction had not impacted the burial and that it had been properly 
avoided. 

Subsequent to the field survey, TRC cultural personnel conducted additional archival and historic sources 
research related to the tract of land on which the inadvertent discovery/cistern and grave marker are located. 
The purpose of this research was to provide additional context to the cistern and grave marker that will 
inform the subsequent recommendation(s) made by TRC cultural personnel. Archival and historic sources 
that were reviewed include property deed records at the Guadalupe County Clerk’s Office and family 
histories and genealogical information courtesy of the Seguin Public Library and historical topographic 
maps dating to 1911 (San Marcos 1:125,000), 1919 (San Marcos 1:125,000), 1924 (San Marcos 1:48,000), 
1930 (Seguin 1:62,500), and 1953 (Seguin 1:62,500). 
 

  

http://www.fulcrumapp.com/
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5.0: RESULTS 
 

 CURRENT APE CONDITIONS AND RESULTS 

The asphalt parking lot is located at the northeast corner of the intersection of Medlin Street and North 
Saunders Street in downtown Seguin, Texas and will be approximately 0.50 acres in size (Appendix A). 
The surrounding area is largely urban development with residences located to the north, east, and west. The 
Seguin City Police department is located south of the APE and south of Medlin Street. No above-ground 
historic resources were documented on the THC-Atlas and none were noted within the APE during the 
visual survey. During the field visit on November 13, 2019 it was noted that any standing structure(s) had 
already been razed and grading of the parking lot location had already occurred (Figure 5). As a result no  
subsurface excavations were conducted. 

The inadvertent discovery/cistern (41GU211) is located 30 meters (m) [98 feet (ft)] north of Medlin Street 
and 111 m [364 ft] west of North Guadalupe Street in the northwest quarter of the APE (Figure 6). The 
brick-lined cistern has a cast iron circular grate over top, possibly an old iron spoke wheel. The cistern 
opening measures approximately 92 centimeters (cm) [36 inches (in)] in diameter and is 15 to 20 cm [6 to 
8 in] below grade (Figure 7). The bricks appear to be cut limestone and measure approximately 13 cm [5 
in] long by 6 cm [2 in] wide on average (Figure 8). The cone-shaped, brick lined neck measures 
approximately 155 cm [61 in] deep before giving way to natural cut geology. The overall depth of the 
cistern is approximately 3 m [10 ft] however large amounts of gravel have dropped into and accumulated 
at the bottom (Figure 9). A ceramic drainage pipe is visible in the south wall and measures approximately 
10 to 12 cm [4 to 5 in] in diameter (Figure 10). A small number of red brick fragments surround the cistern 
opening. These are likely from the residence that was razed prior to initial parking lot construction (Figures 
11 and 12). 

 

Figure 5.  Overview of Parking Lot Location and Existing Construction Activities, Facing South. 
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Figure 6.  Figure Redacted Due to Sensitive Site Data. 
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Figure 7.  Cistern Opening, Facing North. 

  

Figure 8.  Cut Limestone Brick Lining Cistern, Facing North. 
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Figure 9.  Cistern Interior with Accumulated Gravel at the Bottom, Facing North. 

 

Figure 10.  Ceramic Drainage Pipe in South Wall, Facing South. 
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Figure 11.  Red Brick Fragment West of Cistern Opening, Facing North. 

 

Figure 12.  Red Brick Fragment East of Cistern Opening , Facing North. 
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Subsequent to the documentation of the brick lined cistern, the single grave marker located in the northwest 
corner of the APE was inspected to determine if there were any impacts from the construction activities 
(See Figure 6). The only evidence of the grave location was a flat, unmarked concrete slab adjacent to two 
intersecting fence lines surrounding residences to the north and west. Additional construction fencing had 
been placed around the perimeter of the grave location as well. All construction activities avoided the grave 
location and no impacts were noted (Figures 13 and 14). 

 

Figure 13.  Overview of Single Grave Marker Location with Construction Fencing , Facing Southeast. 

 

Figure 14.  Closeup of Single Grave Marker, Facing North.
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6.0: ARCHIVAL AND HISTORIC BACKGROUND RESEARCH 
RESULTS 

  
 CULTURAL RESOURCES FILE SEARCH 

According to the THC-Atlas, no cultural resources are recorded within the APE nor has this area been 
surveyed, though 14 previous archaeological investigations have been conducted within one mile of the APE 
(Table 1). Ten previously recorded archaeological sites, four cemeteries, and one the Seguin Commercial 
Historic District are located within one mile of the APE (Figure 15, Table 2). The THC-Atlas lists 17 
markers as being located within one mile of the APE: Humphrey House, Sonka House, Women’s Club 
Rooms, Colonel Benton, Black Education in Seguin, Juan Seguin, Sebastopol, Guadalupe County, Saint 
Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Hugo and Georgia Gibson House, Guadalupe High School, Los Nogales, 
Moore House, John F. McGuffin, Samuel Millett, Riverside Cemetery, and Colonel Ireland. 

    Table 1. Previously Conducted Archeological Surveys Within a 1-Mile Radius of the APE. 
Archeological Survey 

Atlas No. 
Type of Cultural 
Resource Survey Archeological Survey Description TAC Permit 

No 

8500002572 Archaeological 
Area (Survey) Phase I Survey was conducted in 1988 by USACE Not Available 

8500076633 
Archaeological 
Area (Survey) Phase I Survey was conducted in 2015 by TRC 7301 

8500048594 Archaeological 
Linear (Survey) 

Survey was conducted for the Walnut Branch Hike and Bike Survey in 2013 by HRA Gray and Pape  for 
TxDOT. No archaeological sites were recorded. No additional information was available in THC-Atlas. 6464 

8500029747 Archaeological 
Area (Survey) 

Jacobs conducted a survey in 2013 for USACE – Fort Worth District and the City of Seguin for the Walnut 
Branch Restoration Project.  No Archaeological sites were encountered. No further information was available 
in THC-Atlas. 

6110  

8500000280 Archaeological 
Data Recovery 

A data recovery project was conducted in 1988 for Texas Parks and Wildlife. No additional information was 
available in the THC-Atlas, however, site 41GU9 is located within the survey area. Not Available 

8500077412 Archaeological 
Area (Survey) 

Phase I Survey was conducted in 2015 by TRC on behalf of the City of Seguin and the USACE. This project 
resulted in the inadvertent discovery of a  7251 

8500000098 Archaeological 
Area (Survey) In 1997, TPWD conducting archeological survey at Riverview Park. Not Available 

8500025347 Archaeological 
Area (Survey) 

In 2012, an archeological survey was conducted along portions of Segment G for the proposed State Highway 
(SH) 99 project (Grand Parkway) in Harris County and Montgomery Counties, Texas for the Texas Department 
of Transportation. 

6102 

8500032548 Archaeological 
Area (Survey) Phase I Survey was conducted in 2013 by SWCA 6489 

8500016312 Archaeological 
Area (Survey) Phase I Survey was conducted in 2009 by PBS & J  5311 

8500011764 Archaeological 
Area (Survey) 

Phase I Survey was conducted in 2004 by PBS & J  2769 

8500029746 
Phase II 
Archaeological 
Survey 

Phase II Survey was conducted in 2004 by AmaTerra  6162 

8500053831 Archaeological 
Area (Survey) Phase I Survey was conducted in 2013 by Gray & Pape , LLC  6536 

8500011524 Archaeological 
Area (Survey) Phase I Survey was conducted in 2004 by SWCA Unknown 
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Figure 15.  Figure Redacted Due to Sensitive Site Data.
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Table 2. Previously Recorded Cultural Resources Within a 1-Mile Radius of the APE 

Type of Cultural 
Resource  Description 

NRHP 
Eligibility or 
Significance 

Archaeological Site 41GU7 
Secondary deposition of a light scatter of debitage and burned rock located on 
a moderately sloping hillside near crest of hill recorded in 1975 noted to be in 
poor condition 

Undetermined NRHP 
eligibility 

Archaeological Site 41GU9 41GU9 is the trinomial assigned to the Sebastol State Historic Structure and 
associated property 

Designated as an SAL in 
1983 

Archaeological Site 
41GU16 

The Atlas notes this as the oldest house in Seguin, constructed of sun dried 
brick. By 1765 it was a station stop on Old Spanish Trail. 

Undetermined NRHP 
eligibility 

Archaeological Site 
41GU30 

Site is a subsurface prehistoric occupation area with deposits dating to the 
Early Archaic and Late Prehistoric. During its relocation in 1986 it was noted 
that the site was being destroyed by development. 

Undetermined NRHP 
eligibility 

Archaeological Site 
41GU113 

Historic Period trash dump from the early 
20th century. 

Determined Ineligible in 
ROW by THC/SHPO in 
2009  

Archaeological Site 
41GU114 

Site is a multi-component site consisting of historic ceramics, metal, and 
glass, and a minimal amount prehistoric material.    

Determined Ineligible in 
ROW by THC/SHPO in 
2009 

Archaeological Site 
41GU115 

Site consists of historic material and a small amount of burned rock It appears 
the deposit is from household trash dumping that dates to the early 20th 
century. Artifacts present included historic ceramics, glass, metal, burned 
rock, a button, and faunal bone.  The site is possibly the result of trash 
dumping during the early 20th century from a nearby residence. The deposits 
are not well defined and appear to be in a mixed context.   

Undetermined NRHP 
Eligibility 

Archaeological Site 
41GU159 

This jail was previously located on the Guadalupe County Poor Farm. It was 
donated to the Seguin Conservation Society on January 31, 1986 by Harriet 
and Dick Phillips in memory of her parents Arthur and Una Schmidt, who 
bought the property from the county, made it their homestead, and used the 
acreage for cattle raising.  

Determined Ineligible by 
THC/SHPO in April and 
July of 2009 

Archaeological Site 
41GU166 

This site is a prehistoric campsite consisting of a debitage scatter and bifacial 
tools. During its recordation in 2008, this site was noted as being highly 
disturbed by plowing and erosion. 

Undetermined NRHP 
Eligibility 

Archaeological Site 
41GU174 

This site consists of a historic house structure (constructed in 1851) with 
associated early to mid-twentieth century architectural features, including 
patios, well, outbuilding foundation, sidewalk, possible linear foundation, 
propane tank, and two gate pillars. 

Undetermined NRHP 
Eligibility 

Archaeological Site 
41GU175 This site is a late nineteenth to early twentieth century culvert Undetermined NRHP 

Eligibility 
Juan Seguin Burial Site This is the location of the Juan Seguin grave. N/A 

Vaughn Cemetery This Cemetery is located On Prexy Drive in Seguin near Texas Lutheran 
College. North of Mill Ave (90a). 

On Prexy Drive near 
Texas Lutheran College, 
north of Mill Avenue.  

Saint James Cemetery #1 
Spring Hill Peaceful Cemetery (Spring Cemetery), located at 26206 Aldine 
Westfield Road in Harris County, Texas has 71 interments, with the oldest 
grave dating to 1895 

Located next to church 
between Campbell and 
Veterans Streets. 

Riverview/Riverside 
Cemetery 

This cemetery traces its origin to the Smith family graveyard established by 
early settlers to this area in 1880, French Smith deeded the family cemetery to 
the City of Seguin.  

N/A 

NRHP Property: Robert 
Hall House 

(214 S. Travis Street)  
The Robert Hall House is one of Seguin's most important historical 
landmarks. The original log portion of the house was built by one of the 
town's founders, Captain Robert Hall, an early Texas pioneer and patriot, and 
remains the oldest house built after the city was established.  

Listed NRHP Eligible 
Property 

NRHP Property: Park 
Hotel 

(217 S. River Street)  
The Park Hotel, presently known as the Plaza Hotel, is located on lots 1 and 2 
and the south two-thirds of lot 10 in Inner Block 25, New City Block 163 on 
the east side of the Courthouse square which is also known as Central Park.  

Listed NRHP Eligible 
Property 

NRHP Property: 
Sebastopol House 

(Northeast Corner of West Court and North Erkel) 
Sebastopol, located in Seguin, Texas, was the idea of a Colonel J. W. Young. 
It is an unusual flat-roofed Greek Revival residence and demonstrates an 
early use of poured concrete. The main level is T-shaped  with inset galleries 
along the stem of the T which support a large square water reservoir on the 
roof. . 

Listed NRHP Eligible 
Property 
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Type of Cultural 
Resource  Description 

NRHP 
Eligibility or 
Significance 

NRHP Property: Los 
Nogales 

(S. River and E. Live Oak Streets)  
The old home was originally built in 1849 for Justus Gombert. This building 
is an example of a primitive home with its pioneer style kitchen and sod hewn 
cellar.  

Listed NRHP Eligible 
Property 

NRHP Property: Erskine 
House No. 1 (Hollamon 
House) 

(902 N. Austin Street) 
Hollamon House, in Seguin, Guadalupe County, is actually two houses in 
one. Dr. Benjamin Lea moved one part of the house to Seguin in 1867 and 
attached it to a four-room concrete structure built by a Captain Sedy in 1855. 
The two parts create d an outstanding piece of architecture which was 
given an Award of Merit by the Builders Survey of Texas. 

Listed NRHP Eligible 
Property 

NRHP Property: Joseph F. 
Johnson House 

(761 Johnson Avenue) 
Between 1842 and 1860 about ninety concrete houses and commercial 
structures were erected in Seguin, Texas. Of those, twenty-five are extant 
today. One of the most noteworthy in its architecture is the Joseph F. Johnson 
House, built circa 1847-1854. Colonel Johnson was an early settler and 
prominent resident of Seguin. The Johnson House is a surviving example of 
the concrete construction that was developed by in Seguin by Dr. Parks  

Listed NRHP Eligible 
Property 

 

While no cultural resources are identified within the APE on the THC-Atlas, the City identified a single 
grave marker located in the northwest corner of the APE. A review of historical topographic maps dating to 
1911 (San Marcos 1:125,000), 1919 (San Marcos 1:125,000), 1924 (San Marcos 1:48,000), 1930 (Seguin 
1:62,500), and 1953 (Seguin 1:62,500) do not depict a cemetery at this location. Further a search of the 
Guadalupe Appraisal District’s website only indicates that the Antwine family owned the property before 
its recent sale to the City with no mention of a burial at this location. Given its location and ambiguity of 
its marker, if this area is indeed a burial, it may likely be that of a family pet. 
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 ARCHIVAL AND HISTORIC RESEARCH OF TRACT WITH CISTERN 

The tract of land where the cistern was discovered and subsequently documented is listed as 520-530 Medlin 
Street. According to the Guadalupe County Appraisal District website (2019), Kermit and J. Antwine are 
listed as the property owners between 2006 and 2017 prior to purchase by the City in 2018. There are no 
tax records prior to 2006 on the Guadalupe County Appraisal District website. Based on Texas Land Survey 
data, the tract is part of the Humphreys Branch Original League measuring 4,935 acres surveyed in 1853 
(Texas Railroad Commission 2019).  

Property deed information was reviewed at the Guadalupe County Clerk’s Office on November 19, 2019. 
Starting with the known property owner prior to purchase by the City, Kermit Antwine, reverse deed records 
were used to identify previous landowners. The earliest deed on record is dated to May 7th, 1883 (Appendix 
C: Deed Vol. T, Pg. 567). According to the 1883 deed, the tract was occupied by George W. West and his 
wife, Sara A. West, who conveyed the homestead to D. Newton. The property description in 1883 is 
recorded as: 

….One mile N.W. of the Court House in Seguin part of the H. Branch League and being 
subdivisions L and M of part of said League as made between A. Neill and A. Swift about 
30 years ago and of record in said County…portions of each subdivisions which we have 
heretofore conveyed to J.L. Short and to Aug Stuart. The tract herein conveyed is bounded 
on the S. by Moses Campbells old place, on the W. by the tract we sold to said Stuart. On 
the North by said Shorts tract, and on the E. by the Byler tract and contains about Fifty 
Two Acres. 

The original 52 acres noted in the 1883 deed was subsequently subdivided into smaller parcels sometime 
in the early 20th century. This property description is recorded in a 1981 Warranty Deed wherein Albert 
Elley conveyed the property to Kermit Antwine (Appendix C: Deed Vol. 616, Pg. 37-38). At the time 
when the property was conveyed to Kermit Antwine, the tract measured .445 acres. 

After tracing the deed records backward through time, a number of previous landowners were identified. 
This includes: Kermit Antwine and wife, J. Antwine who conveyed the land in 2018 to the City; Albert 
Elley and Lola Elley; Walter Friedeck and Edna Friedeck; E.A. Weyel and Irma Weyel; R.W. Kiser and 
Ruth Kiser; Edmund Friesenhahn; R.W. Moffett; H. Babin; Rudolph and Augusta Tschoepe; Frieda Jandt; 
A.J. Fennell and Mary Fennell; W.E. Koepsel; D. Newton; and George W. West and Sarah West, the earliest 
landowners found during the deed research. 

Subsequent to review of historic property deed information, a search of family history records and 
genealogical information housed at the Seguin Public Library was conducted and informed by the 
landowner names contained in the deed records. No genealogical information could be found for most of 
the previous landowners. However, a detailed genealogy of the Tschoepe Family was compiled and written 
in 1980 by Annette Waite, a descendent of Rudolph Tschoepe.  

According to Waite (1980), Rudolph Tschoepe, Sr. was a German immigrant that arrived in the United 
States in 1857. In 1874, Rudolph Tschoepe married his first cousin Augusta at the First Protestant United 
Church of Christ in New Braunfels. Two years later, in 1876, the Tschoepe Family settled on a 230-acre 
tract of land near Geronimo Creek in Geronimo, Texas. Rudolph Tschoepe served as the third president of 
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the Thusnelda Lodge No. 37, now Seguin Hermann Sons Lodge, in 1892. In 1911, he helped form the West 
Seguin Improvement Company which raised money to purchase land for the Texas Lutheran College. He 
also served in the thirty-fifth legislature in 1917, helped fund and organize several local industries and 
banks, and was on the board of directors for the Farmers State Bank in 1918.  It is also noted in Rudolph 
Tschoepe’s biography that he continued to buy and sell tracts of land throughout the Seguin area.  

Direct reference is made to the property on which the historic cistern was found and documented on page 
77 of the Tschoepe Family history. The property is described as follows: 

On September 16, 1909 Rudolph and Augusta purchased fifty two acres west of Seguin 
from A.J. Fennell. Rudolph and Augusta and their two children Willie and Frieda and 
Rudolph’s brother Wilhelm moved into the big two-story home that stood on this acreage. 
Live oak trees surrounded the home. In front of the home stood a red picket fence. 

A well and windmill stood to the east of the home. An underground cistern held rain 
water for use in the home. A red brick walk had been laid from the kitchen door to the 
windmill, the wash house and the smoke house. 

Frieda Agatha Tschoepe, daughter of Rudolph and Augusta, lived in the home on the 52-acre tract. In 1919, 
Frieda married Otto William Jandt. In that same year, Rudolph and Augusta gifted the 52-acre tract to 
Frieda and Otto Jandt. The Tschoepe Family history states: 

Frieda Agatha Tschoepe was born February 9, 1885 in the home Rudolph and Augusta 
Tschoepe built on the family farm near Geronimo. Her entire childhood was spent here. In 
1909 she moved with her parents into the two-story home that stood on the fifty-two acres 
west of Seguin. Ten years later on January 18, 1919 she married Otto William Jandt who 
was born December 29, 1885. They moved to San Antonio for a short time after their 
marriage. When Rudolph and Augusta retired and moved to West Krezdorn Street, Frieda 
and Otto and his four children by a previous marriage moved into the two-story home. 
Later Otto razed the two-story home and built a smaller one. 

Frieda and Otto had a florist and nursery business at their home there from about 1927 
until 1947. Otto Jandt died August 24, 1940…Frieda Agatha Jandt died January 31, 1976 
at the age of ninety. She was the last of Augusta and Rudolph’s children. 

For more detailed written accounts refer to Appendix C containing copies of selected pages from the 
Tschoepe Family history. No additional archival records relating to the cistern or home could be found. 

Along with the family histories, an attempt was made to locate additional archival information related to 
the possible grave located at the northwest corner of the APE. After careful review, no further information 
could be found. 
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7.0: SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the visual survey of the single grave marker located in the northwest corner of the APE, the 
existing and on-going construction of the parking lot has and will avoid the burial. A combination of 
wooden planking and fencing has been erected around the grave location as an avoidance measure. Archival 
research indicates that the historic cistern was constructed prior to 1909 and was associated with a two-
story home that at one point was located on the tract of land where the parking lot is being constructed. A 
detailed family history of the Tschoepe Family gives a written account of the cistern and the home. This 
home was razed in the early part of the 20th century and subsequent residential construction occurred around 
the same time. The field visit and documentation of the cistern (41GU211) indicates that the property has 
been heavily disturbed by this past construction as well as active and existing construction of the proposed 
parking lot.   In comparison to Denton’s (2011) review on cisterns, this cistern is best described as a bell-
cistern with the base of the structure no longer intact, giving way to a large cavity in the bedrock, or as a 
well-cistern with construction beginning as a bell-type with the structure, complete with intake line, dug 
into a reliable water source.  Based on the field visit and archival research, the cistern is not associated with 
significant review events or persons, does not embody distinctive construction characteristics, is unlikely 
to yield significant information important to Texas history or the history of Seguin, nor does it retain enough 
integrity due to years of past ground disturbance. Therefore, as the cistern offers little to no research value 
under Criterion D (36 CCR Part 60.4), TRC recommends the historic cistern be deemed ineligible for listing 
with the NRHP or as a SAL. 
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Haefner, Josh

From: Jeff Durst <Jeff.Durst@thc.texas.gov>
Sent: Friday, November 15, 2019 8:39 AM
To: Sarich, Steven; Haefner, Josh
Cc: Clark, Pollyanna
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Re: Seguin Parking Lot Facility

This is an EXTERNAL email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you validate the sender and know 
the content is safe.  

 
Steven, 
Thanks for sending the update and photos.  The project may proceed.  For the report I would suggest some archival 
research to see if you can figure out if there was an obvious structure related to the cistern. 
Regards, 
Jeff 
 
 

  

 

Jeff Durst 
Regional Archeologist/ Reviewer 
Archeology Division 
P.O. Box 12276 
Austin, Texas 78711-2276 
P: 512-463-8884 
F: 512-463-8927 

 
 

 
 
 
 

From: Sarich, Steven <SSarich@trccompanies.com>  
Sent: Thursday, November 14, 2019 4:12 PM 
To: Jeff Durst <Jeff.Durst@thc.texas.gov>; Haefner, Josh <JHaefner@trccompanies.com> 
Cc: Clark, Pollyanna <PAClark@trccompanies.com> 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Re: Seguin Parking Lot Facility 
 

CAUTION: External Email – This email originated from outside the THC email system. Do not click links or open attachments unless 
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

 

30m north of Medlin St. and 111m west of N. Guadalupe St. Brick lined cistern with cast iron circular grate over top. 
Possibly an old iron spoke wheel. Approximately 92cm in diameter. Cut stone approximately 13cmx6cm on average. 
Appears to be cut limestone. Approximately 155cm neck before giving way to natural cut geology. Approximately 3m 
deep however large amounts of gravel has dropped in. Cistern opening is 15‐20cm below grade. Small number of red 



2

brick fragments surround the cistern opening. Possibly from house construction. Drainage pipe runs into south wall. 
Approximately 10‐12 cm in diameter.  
 
To my knowledge, the area will continue to be impacted by ongoing parking lot construction including continued 
grading, addition of layer of aggregate and paved. Not exactly sure how far along they are in the process, but I’m sure 
that information can be found out. The area has certainly been heavily impacted already.  
 
Thanks, 

Steven Sarich, MS 

Project Archaeologist 
 

 

505 E. Huntland Drive, Ste 250, Austin, TX 78752 
T 262.693.6182 | ssarich@trccompanies.com 
LinkedIn | Twitter | Blog | TRCcompanies.com 

 

 

 

From: Jeff Durst <Jeff.Durst@thc.texas.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, November 14, 2019 3:43 PM 
To: Haefner, Josh <JHaefner@trccompanies.com> 
Cc: Sarich, Steven <SSarich@trccompanies.com>; Clark, Pollyanna <PAClark@trccompanies.com> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Seguin Parking Lot Facility 
 

This is an EXTERNAL email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you validate the sender and know 
the content is safe.  

 
Josh, 
Once the feature has been recorded if you can send me photos of the current status of the feature and a short summary 
of any proposed future impacts then I can determine if the project is okay to proceed prior to your submittal of the draft 
report.  
Regards, 
Jeff  

From: Haefner, Josh <JHaefner@trccompanies.com> 
Sent: Thursday, November 14, 2019 1:19:26 PM 
To: Jeff Durst <Jeff.Durst@thc.texas.gov> 
Cc: Sarich, Steven <SSarich@trccompanies.com>; Clark, Pollyanna <PAClark@trccompanies.com> 
Subject: Seguin Parking Lot Facility  
  

CAUTION: External Email – This email originated from outside the THC email system. Do not click links or open attachments unless 
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

 

For inadvertent discoveries, is it accurate a report on field investigations is still required for THC review before the 
project can return to construction? 
  
Best, 
  



3

Josh Haefner, M.A. 
Senior Archaeologist/Principal Investigator 
Planning Permitting and Licensing 

  

 

505 E. Huntland Dr., Suite 250, Austin, TX 78752 
Cell: 512 698 9049 
LinkedIn | Twitter | Blog | TRCcompanies.com 
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