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Timothy K. Perttula

Introduction

The Gus Bogan Farm site, located 1 mile north of the city of Mineola, Texas, in the upper
Sabine River basin (Figure 1), was recorded by University of Texas at Austin (UT) archaeologists in
1935 based on the photographic documentation of ancestral Caddo ceramic vessels and elbow pipe
in the Gus T. Bogan, Sr. and Gus T. Bogan, Jr. collections from the site. The Bogan’s were digging
a Caddo cemetery there, and loaned a portion of their recovered collections to the University
Centennial Exposition for the duration of the exhibit. Analyses of the vessels and pipe in this
article are based on the examination of Xerox copies of the photographs in the Texas Archeological
Research Laboratory site files. Information on temper, surface treatment, firing conditions, etc., of
the vessels and pipe was not obtained during the 1935 photographic documentation, however, or any
description of decorative methods, motifs, or elements.

Figure 1. General location of the Gus Bogan Farm site (41WD25) in East Texas.
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Ceramic Vessels

Six ceramic vessels from the Gus Bogan Farm site were photo-documented by UT
archaeologists in 1935. They include both utility ware and fine ware vessels.

The one utility war is a medium-sized Cass Appliqued jar with a series of vertical appliqued
ridges on the vessel body (Figure 2; see also Suhm and Jelks 1962:Plate 13). Such vessels occur in
post-A.D. 1550 contexts in Titus phase sites as well as contemporaneous sites in the Sulphur River
and Big Cypress Creek basins (Perttula 2020).

Figure 2. Cass Appliqued jar from the Gus Bogan Farm site.

The fine ware vessels include one bowl (Figure 3), three carinated bowls (Figures 4-6), and a
large bottle (Figure 7). The bowl is a Taylor Engraved vessel with sets of concentric circles and
hooked arm elements. The carinated bowls include a Ripley Engraved, var. Gandy vessel with an
inverted rim (Figure 4; see Fields 2020), a Simms Engraved inverted rim vessel with a series of
large open pendant triangles on the rim panel (Figure 5), and a Taylor Engraved vessel with sets of
curvilinear engraved lines and hooked arm elements in a mid-rim panel (Figure 6).

Figure 3. Taylor Engraved bowl from the Gus Bogan Farm site.
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Figure 6. Taylor Engraved carinated bowl from the Gus Bogan Farm site.
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Figure 7. Taylor Engraved bottle from the Gus Bogan Farm site.

The one bottle in the ancestral Caddo vessel collection from the Gus Bogan Farm site is a Taylor
Engraved bottle (see Figure 7; see Suhm and Jelks 1962:Plate 76). The vessel body is divided into
panels by large engraved brackets with upper and lower circle elements. The panels themselves each
have one large set of engraved concentric circles.

Ceramic Pipe
The elbow pipe from the Gus Bogan site has a large bowl and a short stem, and has engraved

decorative elements on both the bowl and staem (Figure 8). The bowl has a series of large pendant
triangles filled with cross-hatched engraved lines, while there are two horizontal engraved lines

Figure 8. Engraved elbow pipe from the Gus Bogan Farm site.
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below the lip on the stem. Similar styles of engraved elbow pipes have been recovered from the
Caney Creek locality in the upper Sabine River basin (Perttula et al. 2009:209).

Summary and Conclusions

The stylistic character of the ancestral Caddo ceramic vessels and engraved elbow pipe from the
Gus Bogan Farm site suggests that there are burial features there that are part of a number of known
late (ca. A.D. 1550-1680) Titus phase sites that are part of a community of Caddo peoples that lived
in the Post Oak Savannah in the 16™ century as well as much of the 17" century. Western tradition
late Titus phase sites occur in the middle and upper parts of the Big Cypress Creek basin, as well as
in the upper Sabine and White Oak Creek basins (Perttula 2009, 2016:Figure 35), in particular the
Stouts Creek locality in the White Oak Creek basin, and the Caney Creek and Dry Creek localities in
the Lake Fork Creek drainage of the upper Sabine River basin (Perttula et al. 2009:96-194; Walters
2007). Burial features at these sites tend to have Hudson Engraved, Ripley Engraved, Simms
Engraved, Taylor Engraved, Wilder Engraved, and Womack Engraved as well as utility ware types
Cass Appliqued, La Rue Neck Banded, Mockingbird Punctated, Moore Noded, and McKinney Plain
and plain ware vessels. Fine ware vessels tend to have inverted rims on carinated bowls and spool-
necked bottles are also present in these late Titus phase vessel assemblages.
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