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JLIXUH 0DS RI VXUYH\HG DUHD DW WKH %R[HG 6SULQJV VLWH

8QLYHUVLW\ WR LQYHVWLJDWH WKHIGEBR &MU WK Y2NOHUZW PR GBUVWHHQHG W
LQ 6HSWHPEHU D SUHOLP L Q D2Q OAXGLYIHA QR VWK EVDQRVA IDFWV RU DUW
SURSHUW\ ZDV FRQGXFWHG FRQVWUXFWLRQ ZHUH FROOHFWHG VX
7KH JRDOV Rl WKH SUHVHQW G PREDMBLOOO\RUXGYBIYQRVWLF FHUDP
ZHUH VLPSOH WR GHWHUPLQHSRKMWOL N, QOW R RD® WRKHHBFRWH LD FWV |
DUFKDHRORJLFDO PDWHULDOV UISQWYW G WR UMD (WG SDGGRWKHU DU
RFFXSDWLRQ RI %R[HG 6SULQJV B&BWR WR DRH/G VIVOBKBHWXUQHG WR W
SUHVHQFH DQG RU FRQGLWLRQ R$LWWH ZSHWRIS B M AR UG HRE IR} SKRWRJUD
RQ WKH SURSHUW\ 7KH PDMRULW\ RI 673 FRQWDLQH(
JLPLWHG QRQ SUREDELOLVWLRWHKRYDHO/ WRQWLS WH@MQZILWK DQ LQ
ZDV FKRVHQ WR LQYHVWLJDWH DRHEBXSSWHRIR X603\ LG HMWA ¢ HGBUH SOD
DV OLNHO\ FRQWDLQLQJ PRXQG RIRPDB/GHTRRQBDW BURXQ®G ZHUH SC
VXUIDFH YLVLELOLW\ ZDV JHUR GXRXWR D WAL FD @RZ EXWHFOUBHMG WR
RI JUDVVHV OLPLWLQJ WKH SHG VWG HRQDVXWDI DFAG/BUXYHZDV DQFOXG F
PHDQV WR UHFRYHU DUWLIDFWV WKHD Y\ WHRXQ & | FIRYIW X@® PDWHULDO
PRGHUQ VXUIDFH DOWHUDWLRQVRAHDQW SWRBW URRX Q Q G REFBW LIRME KD
ZHUH QRW GLVWLQFW IURP WKH PBWMW RLDMOK/H DIDEXGNVFDSH 7KH
VXUYH\ FRQVLVWHG RI HLJKW VKRYHO $WHRWVSW\WM VELASH D BBRRRX/O W X UD (
WKH SURSHUW\ VHH )LIXUH 7HEHHWR QA WVFRHEHORZFWKH VXUIDFH 7KF
GLDPHWHU GXJLQ FHQWLPHWISW RO AV WHIRHX\ELW R P B WWKKGL @H U WV
GHSWK RU WHUPLQDWHG DW WK HZE RIGWD ¥ IVQZL\WRKU W I© WL OGHR B PK R KIR] R Q]
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Shovel Depth Cultural Material
Test Pit (cm
bs)
STP 1 0-50 No Cultural Material
STP 2 0-20 1 cultural shatter, slag throughout
STP2 20-40 1 brown glass
STP 3 20-40 1 flake and 1 plain sherd
STP 3 40-50 1 flake and 1 plain sherd
STP 4 0-75 1 sherd, 1 decorated sherd, 1 piece petrified wood, 1
fire-cracked rock, 2 bones
STP 4 75-80 1 sandstone whetstone
STP 5 0-20 7 plain sherds
STP 5 20-45 6 plain sherds
STP 6 0-10 2 flakes and 1 plain sherd
STP 6 20-30 1 flake
STP 7 0-30 1 clear glass, 1 charcoal, 1 burnt sandstone, burnt soil
STP7 40-80 3 lithics
STP 8 0-20 1 small piece of fire-cracked rock

Table 1. Artifacts recovered in shovel test pits at the Boxed
Springs site.

silty clay loam B-horizon. Small (< 3 cm?) undecorated
sherds were the most common artifact recovered,
followed by lithic flakes. Two notable discoveries

were made in this small survey: (1) a diagnostic
decorated sherd consistent in style with the Early Caddo
occupation, and (2) a STP 7 soil profile that is indicative
of Mound B deposits.

One decorated sherd was recovered in STP 4,
which was placed near a proposed midden location
(Figure 3). The piece has closely incised lines at the rim
and a single line of fingernail punctations. The fine grog
tempering is consistent with either Weches Fingernail
Impressed or Kiam Incised, both Early Caddo period
ceramic types (Perttula 2004; Perttula et al. 1995; Suhm
and Krieger 1954). This sherd was retained for future
study and comparison.

STP 7 provided a completely unique soil
profile. The top 30 centimeters contained a heavily
mottled silty loam that contained frequent pieces
of charcoal, burnt sandstone, and burnt soil. One
clear piece of historic glass was found in this level.

The following 70 centimeters, however, was a fine,
remarkably homogenous, light gray silty sand. The
grain and consistency of the sediment was clearly
anthropomorphic, as this sand was not found in any
other part of the site and this part of the site is far
removed from any fluvial action from the Sabine River.
Within this fill, three small lithic flakes were recovered
up to 85 centimeters below the surface. This sediment
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Figure 3. Image of Early Caddo sherd from STP 4. Decorations
marked in red for clarity.

continued past 98 centimeters below the surface when
the STP had to be terminated. These flakes were
collected for further study. The location of this feature in
STP 7 broadly matches the location of Mound B.

Both of the goals for this initial survey were
partially met. An Early Caddo component in the eastern
part of the site was confirmed by the recovery of a
single diagnostic sherd, but as the only diagnostic
artifact recovered in our very limited work, many
questions remain concerning the occupation history of
the site. The decorated sherd matches either the Weches
Fingernail Impressed or Kiam Incised types, and sherds
of both types were found in the 2010 excavations as
well as the 1957 investigations, presumably from mound
contexts. No radiocarbon samples were taken from this
initial survey, and future study of the site will hopefully
be able to obtain more data on the precise timing of the
site’s founding, occupation, use, and abandonment.

The presence of one of the mounds (Mound B)
was located due to the obvious mound fill profile seen
in STP 7. However, more work will need to be done in
order to understand the extent of the mound in terms of
its footprint, height, possible alterations, and possible
uses. From the one shovel test pit, it is unclear if the top
30 centimeters are part of the mound construction or due
to the historic building of the house and stock pond as
shown in Figure 2. Whiteside noted that Mound B was
a sand fill mound, further supporting our identification
of the area of STP 7 as being in Mound B, but he did



not further document the mound. As the only mound at
the site to not have received documented avocational
excavations, it is especially important to document and
preserve Mound B with as little damage as possible.

While Mound B was likely located, Mound
D was not identified from this initial survey. Mound D
had been excavated in 1957 with a 10 x 5 foot trench - it
apparently stood one meter tall with multiple mound fills
(Perttula 2011:279); in the Whiteside excavation, Mound
D was recorded as only 45 cm tall over a prepared clay
floor. Similarly, in the survey of the western half of
the site by Perttula and crew, the location of Mound
A, which had been damaged by both looters and Sam
Whiteside’s 1962 excavations, was not apparent in their
2010 survey (Perttula 2011:2).

There is much potential for archaeological
research and data recovery at the Boxed Springs site.
This small initial survey confirmed an Early Caddo
presence in the eastern part of the site and the findings
provide clear direction for future research to investigate
the mounds and residential features at Boxed Springs.
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