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An Ancestral Caddo Site (41CS125) on the Sulphur
River at Lake Wright Patman, Cass County, Texas

Julian (Drew) Sitters' and Timothy K. Perttula’

I'Texas Historical Commission

?Archeological & Environmental Consultants, LLC

In December 2017, AmaTerra Environmental Inc. conducted an intensive archeological survey of 41CS125, a

previously reported ancestral Caddo site at Lake Wright Patman in Cass County, Texas. The work was done at

the request of the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Fort Worth District in advance of a proposed bank stabilization

project. The site was occupied from the Late Paleoindian period through historic times with extensive occupations

during the Formative to Early Caddo and Late Caddo periods. Artifacts recovered in the investigations included

both arrow and dart points, lithic debitage, bifaces, ground stone, a celt fragment, pitted stone, ceramic sherds, a

ceramic bead, charred organic material, unidentified bone fragments, and 19th century historic domestic materials.

While the site has been adversely affected through alluvial erosion and looting, survey results indicate that intact

components of the site still exist along the northern and western periphery of the landform.

Introduction

Site 41CS125, also known as the Mill Creek, Island
Site, Rabbit Island, and the Green Farm site, is a
multi-component site at Lake Wright Patman occupied
from the Late Paleoindian period through historic

times (Figure 1). In this article we discuss the 2017
archeological investigations at the site as part of an
ongoing archeological survey of Lake Wright Patman
on the Sulphur River in Cass County, Texas (Sitters and
Perttula 2018), with a focus on the features and ceramics
associated with the ancestral Caddo occupations.

Previous Investigations at 41CS125

The site was formally recorded by Janson L. McVay, a
well-known artifact collector from Texarkana, Texas,
who encountered an ancestral Caddo burial washing
out of its banks in 1959. Subsequently, McVay and
other collectors excavated 41 burial features and their
associated grave goods or funerary offerings (Texas
Archeological Research Laboratory, University of
Texas, Site Files). Since then, the site has been revisited
many times by artifact collectors who have recovered,
through illegal digging, cultural materials such as
ceramic vessels, elbow pipes, and projectile points from
its shores.

The first professional archeological
investigation at 41CS125 may not have occurred until
July 2001 when then U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
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(USACE)-Fort Worth District Archeologist, Stephen
Austin, surveyed the north and northwestern shoreline
of the site. At these locations, he documented three
areas where human remains were observed eroding out
of the banks, as well as three features he described as
dark, clayey pits (Figure 2 and Table 1). In August 2006,
41CS125 was determined eligible for inclusion in the
National Register of Historic Places.

In other professional investigations, Dockall
and Fields (2006) documented numerous looter holes
at 41CS125 in areas with intact archeological deposits
exposed in steep wave-cut erosional benches (Dockall
and Fields 2006:57). Then in 2014, archeologists from
SEARCH conducted a reconnaissance-level survey
of 16 known sites at Wright Patman Lake, including
41CS125, to better understand the nature of impacts to
sites from current and proposed pool level rises (Harrell
et al. 2015). SEARCH noted “numerous artifacts (lithic
flakes, projectile points, pottery sherds, and fauna) were
identified across most of the exposed shoreline with a
very dense cluster located on the southwest edge of the
island” (Harrell et al. 2015:42). Most recently, AmaTerra
Environmental Inc. (Sitters and Perttula 2018) carried
out an intensive survey of the site, which consisted of
a thorough pedestrian survey and tightly spaced shovel
testing. The result of their efforts has produced the most
robust artifact assemblage collected from the site by
professional archeologists.
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Figure 2. Digitized drawing of 41CS125’s northern and

western shoreline (adapted from Stephen Austin’s 2001 hand

drawn map).

2017 Archeological Investigations at
41CS125

Encompassing 22 acres, the site is on an alluvial terrace
landform, surrounded by the waters of Lake Wright

Patman. Thus, wave action is causing significant

20m

Map Reference Description
Dark Clayey Pit: No visible evidence
Fi of exposed remains. Some sherds.
Obvious signs of probing.
F2 Probable burial pit. No visible

artifacts, remains, or probing effort.

Probable bunal pit. No visible
artifacts, remains, or probing effort,

F3

Proximal portions of humerus placed

Burial 1 side by side next to F1.

Proximal portions of tibia placed at
Burial 2 base of tree on west side of point. No
noticeable burial pit nearby.

Scattered remains. Some sherds and

RUnes calcined animal bone fragments

Table 1. Key to Stephen Austin’s 2001 map of 41CS125.

erosion; specifically, along the northern and western
banks of the landform (Figure 3) with eroded banks
measuring up to one meter in height. On the other
hand, the eastern and southern portions of the landform
are lower in elevation and susceptible to inundation
through the raising and lowering of the lake’s water
level (Figure 4). Vegetation across the site consists

of hardwoods (e.g., oak and willow trees) with an
understory composed of shrubs and buttonbush, which
line the eastern and southern banks. Ground surface
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Figure 3. View of 41CS125°s western shoreline, photographed facing north.

bt

Figure 4. Setting within the southern portion of 41CS125, photographed facing east.

220 <« Volume 29,2019



visibility is excellent (100 percent) along most of the
shoreline, while visibility in the interior is greatly
hampered by leaf litter. Soils consist solely of Bibb fine
sandy loam with an A-horizon that extends to a depth
of 30 centimeters below surface (cm bs) underlain by a
Cg-horizon characterized by long periods of saturation
(30-97 cm bs). Based on shovel test data this soil unit
is characterized by brown (10YR 5/3) to dark brown
(10YR 3/3) sandy loam (0-60 cm bs) underlain by
grayish-brown (10YR 5/2) clayish sand (60-80 cm bs).

During the 2017 survey, the shoreline was
visually inspected and a sample of surface artifacts
was collected. To identify concentrations of artifacts
and activity areas the shoreline was arbitrarily
divided into nine areas, of varying lengths (Areas 1-9;
Figure 5). Collected artifacts were grouped into these
predefined areas. Cultural materials collected from the
surface include lithic debitage, lithic tools, dart points
(Figure 6), arrow points (Figure 7), a pitted stone, a
celt fragment, fire-cracked rock (FCR), undecorated
ceramic sherds, decorated ceramic sherds, burned clay,
fragmented unidentified bone, and domestic historic
materials. Table 2 quantifies the results of the surface
collection along the shoreline of 41CS125. Based on
these results, the highest concentration of artifacts exists
along the northern and western shorelines of the site in
Areas 1,2, 3,4, and 9.

Following the pedestrian survey, 140 shovel
tests were excavated across the 22-acre site, of which 67
tested positive for cultural materials (Figure 8). Artifacts
recovered through shovel testing consisted of lithic
debitage (n=239), bifaces (n=2), projectile points (n=3;
Figure 9), ground stone (n=2), FCR (n=2), a ceramic
bead (Figure 10), ceramic sherds (n=79), burned clay,
unidentified fragmented bone (n=15), burned nutshell
(n=3), riverine shell fragments (n=2), and a piece of
clear vessel glass. Ninety-one percent of the artifacts
were recovered from the upper 40 cm bs. An assessment
of artifact density by shovel test shows an increase in
artifacts in buried deposits at the northern and western
portions of the site (Figure 11), which coincides with the
results of the shoreline pedestrian survey.

Three midden-like features were also
documented during the investigations of 41CS125
(see Figure 8). Features 1 and 2 are eroded middens
characterized by dark-colored soil located at the

[ site Boundary 0 60

Figure 5. Arbitrarily defined shoreline areas, which aided in
the collection of artifacts at 41CS125.

northern extent of Area 1 (Figure 12). The features
measured three meters (north to south) by one meter
(east to west) and one meter (north to south) by eight
meters (east to west) respectively. An inspection
of the subsurface sediments revealed that the dark-
colored soil is ephemeral and does not extend below
the surface. While artifacts were observed mixed in
with the dark-colored soil, there appeared to be no
difference in frequency when compared to the rest of the
shoreline. These may be the remnants of trash middens,
a deliberate accumulation of deposits consisting of
copious amounts of organic remains (e.g., charcoal,
faunal, nut shell, etc.) and discarded artifacts (e.g.,
ceramic sherds, lithic debitage, broken stone tools, etc.),
that have since eroded away through wave action.
Feature 3 is a midden characterized by
a concentration of surface artifacts measuring
approximately two meters in diameter. Artifacts
observed on the surface consisted of lithic debitage,
ceramic sherds, a celt fragment, and domestic historic
materials. Shovel Test BN-20 was excavated at the
edge of the midden. The shovel test had a yellow brown
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Figure 6. Dart points collected from the surface during the pedestrian survey: A) unidentified Archaic-age projectile point (Area
1); B) unidentified Archaic-age projectile point (Area 2); C) unidentified Archaic-age projectile point (Area 2); D-E) cf. Gary
(Area 6); F) cf. Gary (Area 7); G) cf. Edgewood (Area 9); H) cf. San Patrice (Area 9); and I) cf. Gary (Area 9).
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Figure 7. Unidentified ancestral Caddo arrow points collected from areas: A) Area 3; B) Area 4; and C-D) Area 9.

Area LD LT PP PS CF FCR ucs DCs BC FUB HM Total
1 77 8 1 1 0 0 102 22 0 4 3 218
2 87 5 2 1 0 0 43 14 0 15 1 168
3 159 4 0 0 0 0 141 34 0 6 0 344
4 84 6 1 0 1 0 118 28 2 2 34 276
5 8 1 1 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 7 22
6 3 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6
7 20 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 5 29
8 19 0 0 0 0 0 31 4 0 0 1 55
9 147 4 5 0 0 0 173 94 0 10 7 447

Total 604 29 14 2 1 2 613 196 2 37 58 1,565

Table 2. Artifacts Recovered During Pedestrian Survey of the Shoreline at 41CS125. LD: Lithic Debitage; LT: Lithic Tool

(Bifaces and Projectile Point Fragments); PP: Projectile Point; PS: Pitted Stone; CF: Celt Fragment; FCR: Fire-Cracked Rock;
UCS: Undecorated Prehistoric Ceramic Sherd; DCS: Decorated Prehistoric Ceramic Sherd; BC: Burned Clay; FUB: Fragmented
Unidentified Bone; and HM: Historic Material.
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Wright Patman'Lake

[ site Boundary 0 60 120
B | Veters
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I (Feet
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@

Location — i
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Figure 8. Site map depicting positive and negative shovel tests
at site 41CS125.

Figure 9. Projectile points recorded during shovel testing:

A) a dart point base likely dating to the Paleoindian period
recovered from Shovel Test DS-19 (20-40 cm bs); B) an
unidentified arrow point found in Shovel Test TH-09 (20-40
cm bs); and C) unidentified arrow point collected from Shovel
Test DS-02 (40-60 cm bs).
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(10YR 5/6) sandy loam (0-15 cm bs) underlain by dark
brown (10YR 4/3) sandy loam (15-33 c¢cm bs) overlying
gray clay with strong brown mottles. The upper 20 cm
bs contained ancestral Caddo ceramic sherds (n=2) and
a single piece of lithic debitage, while between 20 and
35 cm bs archeologists observed a high frequency of
prehistoric cultural materials, which included ancestral
Caddo ceramic sherds (n=18), lithic debitage (n=25),
unidentified bone (n=4), and a shard of clear glass.

The high concentration of prehistoric cultural material
associated with the dark colored subsoil suggests that
the midden, or at least a portion of it, remains intact.

Ancestral Caddo Ceramic Analysis

Ancestral Caddo ceramic sherds are common in both
shovel tests (n=79) and surface collection areas (n=809)
at 41CS125. A total of 888 ceramic sherds are in the
2017 assemblage from the site (Appendix A). The mean
density of ceramics in the 21 shovel tests with ancestral
Caddo ceramics at the site is 3.8 (ranging from 1-16
sherds); the highest density of ceramic vessel sherds

is in ST BN-20 (n=16) and ST-BN 21 (n=14) in the
northeastern part of the site.

In the shoreline areas at 41CS125, the highest
densities of ceramic vessel sherds are in Areas 9 (n=281)
and 3 (n=202), followed by Areas 4 (n=128) and Area
1 (n=124) (see Appendix A and Figure 5). These are
contiguous areas on the western (Areas 1 and 9) and
northern (Areas 3 and 4) parts of the alluvial terrace
landform or island.

About 95 percent of the ceramic vessel sherds
in the shovel tests and surface collection areas are from
vessels tempered with grog, either as the sole temper
(72 percent), or in combination with burned bone (17.5
percent), hematite (4.2 percent), or bone and hematite
(1.0 percent). Approximately 5.0 percent of the sherds
are from vessels tempered only with burned bone (see
Appendix A). The highest proportions of grog-bone-
tempered, grog-hematite-tempered, and bone-tempered
sherds are in Areas 3 and 4, while the highest proportion
of sherds from grog-tempered vessels are in Areas 1, 2,
and 9.

Considering the assemblage as a whole,
there are 686 plain rim, body, and base sherds and 202
decorated rim and body sherds. The plain to decorated



Figure 10. A fragmented ceramic bead recovered from Shovel Test DS-02 (40-60 cm bs): A) interior view; B) exterior view; and

C) view of hole opening.

Positive Shovel Test
Location

- Medium Artifact Frequency (n=3-14) I:I Site Boundary o
. Low Artifact Frequency (n=1-2)

P High Artifact Frequency (n=15-52)

150 0
Meters

0 500 1,000
I Feet

Figure 11. A heat map depicting shovel test artifact density at
41CS125.

Figure 12. Localized areas of dark-colored soil recorded as
middens located at the northern end of Area 1: A) Feature 1,
photographed facing north; and B) Feature 2, photographed
facing west.
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sherd ratio is 3.40 for the entire assemblage, but ranges
from 1.96 in Area 9, 3.57 in Area 4, 4.94 in Area 3, and
5.20 in Area 1. These differences in plain to decorated
sherd ratios suggest that Areas 1 and 3 in the northern
and northwestern parts of the site (see Figure 5) (with
ratios of 5.09-5.20) may have the earliest ancestral
Caddo archaeological deposits, while the latest Caddo
occupational materials may be in Areas 8 and 9 (with
ratios of 1.96-2.00) in the southern and southwestern
parts of the site (see Figure 5).

The sherds from decorated ceramic vessels
at 41CS125 are dominated by utility wares, as they
comprise 75.7 percent of the decorated sherd sample,
and only 24.3 percent of the decorated sherds are from
fine wares (Appendix B). About 71 percent of the
decorated rim sherds are also from utility ware vessels.

Among the utility wares (n=153), more than
41 percent are from vessels with incised decorative
elements. Other common utility wares have incised-
punctated (6.9 percent), parallel brushed (6.9 percent),
and appliqued (6.4 percent) elements. Overall, almost
15 percent of the decorated sherds from 41CS125
have brushed elements, either as the sole decoration
or in combination with appliqued, incised, incised
and appliqued, punctated, punctated and incised, and
punctated and lip notched decorative elements; 19.7
percent of the utility wares have brushed elements (see
Appendix B).

Sherds with appliqued and appliqued-incised
decorative elements (see Appendix B) have either
parallel or straight appliqued fillet or ridge elements;
one body sherd has parallel incised lines adjacent to
appliqued ridges. These appliqued body sherds are
likely from post-A.D. 1400 McKinney Appliqued, Nash
Neck Banded, or Cass Appliqued jars in a Texarkana
phase component at 41CS125. In the surface collections
from the site, appliqued sherds are proportionally most
common in Area 4 (17.9 percent of the decorated sherds
in this assemblage) and Area 9 (7.4 percent).

The recovery of brushed sherds, and sherds
with brushed-appliqued, brushed-incised, brushed-
incised-appliqued, brushed-punctated, brushed-
punctated-incised, and brushed-punctated-lip notched
decorative elements (see Appendix B), from 41CS125
is indicative of a post-A.D. 1200 or post-A.D. 1400
occupation, given the beginning use of brushing as
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a decorative element in East Texas Caddo ceramics
after that time (Perttula 2015a). The various brushed
sherds are from Pease Brushed-Incised (Figure 13a)
and Karnack Brushed-Incised (see Figure 13b, g)
vessels. Sherds with brushed decorative elements, or
combinations of decorative elements are proportionally
most common in Areas 3 and 4, except sherds with
brushed-punctated elements, which are most common in
Areas 9 and 1; located in the northern and western parts
of the site shoreline collection areas.

The most distinctive of the incised sherds in the
41CS125 ceramic assemblage are rim and body sherds
from Coles Creek Incised, var: Campbellsville (Figure
14a-b) and var. Mott vessels. The var. Campbellsville
sherds have one or two well executed lip lines on a
flat lip, while the var. Mott sherds have between two
and more than eight overhanging horizontal incised
lines (see Figure 14a-d, see also Brown 1988:8). Coles
Creek Incised rim and body sherds are present in Areas
3,4, and 9 at 41CS125. Both varieties of Coles Creek
Incised date from ca. A.D. 850-1000, a period of time
when Coles Creek Incised sherds are present in certain
sites in East Texas, southwest Arkansas, and northwest
Louisiana (see Girard 2014: Figure 11), in association
with Formative Caddo utility ware and fine ware
ceramics. At Lake Wright Patman, Coles Creek Incised
sherds and vessels occur in both Late Woodland and
Formative/Early Caddo period contexts, most notably
at the Snipes site (41CS8, see Jelks 1961; Sitters and
Perttula 2017) and the Atlanta State Park or Armstrong
Landing site (41CS37, see Harris et al. 1980).

Other incised sherds with horizontal incised
lines, but not overhanging, are likely from the ancestral
Caddo type Davis Incised (Figure 15a, e). Other rim
sherds are from Dunkin Incised vessels with cross-
hatched or diagonal incised elements (see Appendix B).
There are Crockett Curvilinear Incised vessel sherds
in the assemblage that have curvilinear hatched zones,
horizontal and diagonal incised lines, and horizontal
incised lines and a vertical hatched triangle zone (see
Figure 15c¢, f); Crockett Curvilinear Incised sherds are
present in Areas 3 and 9.

Among the sherds from incised-punctated
vessels is a rim sherd from a Crockett Curvilinear
Incised or Pennington Punctated-Incised vessel with
cane punctated rows beneath horizontal incised lines



Figure 13. Selected decorated sherds from the Late Caddo period component at 41CS125: A) Pease Brushed-Incised; B) Karnack
Brushed-Incised; C-D) Barkman Engraved; E) Nash Neck Banded; F) Barkman Engraved; G) Karnack Brushed-Incised; and H)
Hudson Engraved.

(see Figure 151), and a Weches Fingernail Impressed rim
sherd with a horizontal incised line below a fingernail
punctated row (see Figure 15j). Another incised-
punctated sherd has diagonal incised lines beneath a row
of tool punctations at the lip (see Figure 15b). Incised-
punctated sherds are proportionally most common in

Areas 1 and 3 and may mark, along with Areas 2 and
4, the core part of the Formative Caddo occupation at
41CS125.

Three of the decorated sherds in the 41CS125
sample are from grog-tempered Nash Neck Banded
vessels (see Figure 13¢). Such vessels were commonly
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Figure 14. Coles Creek Incised sherds from site 41CS125.

manufactured and used by Texarkana phase communities

on the Red and Sulphur rivers in East Texas. Nash Neck
Banded sherds are present in Areas 1, 2, and 9 of the
surface collections at the site.

The punctated rim and body sherds from

41CS125 were made with a cane (see Figure 15g, right),

a Formative to Early Caddo punctated style, fingernails,

or tools (see Appendix B and Figure 15g, left); about 4.5

percent of the decorated sherds in the assemblage have
punctations.

The fine ware sherds at 41CS125 have
engraved, engraved-punctated, excised, and trailed-
incised decorative elements (see Appendix B). Among
the earliest of the engraved wares is a body sherd from
a Spiro Engraved vessel with curvilinear engraved lines
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and hatched triangle elements (see Figure 15h); this
sherd is part of the Formative Caddo component at the
site. So too are Hickory Engraved rim and body sherds
with horizontal engraved lines (see Figure 15d).
Post-A.D. 1400 engraved and engraved-
punctated sherds in the assemblage, particularly
those recovered in Area 9 in the surface collections,
include rim and body sherds from Barkman Engraved
carinated bowls (see Figure 13c-d, f); this area may be
the focus of the Late Caddo period Texarkana phase
occupation at 41CS125. They have parallel engraved
lines and a narrow-hatched zone, rectilinear hatched
engraved zones, and horizontal engraved lines above
excised punctated rows. Based on comparisons with
the decorated ceramics from stratified mound zones at



Figure 15. Selected decorated sherds from the ca. A.D. 850-1000 ancestral Caddo component at site 41CS125: A) Davis Incised;
B) incised-punctated; C) Crockett Curvilinear Incised; D) Hickory Engraved; E) Davis Incised; F) Crockett Curvilinear Incised;
Q) left, tool punctated; right, cane punctated; H) Spiro Engraved; I) Crockett Curvilinear Incised or Pennington Punctated-

Incised; and J) Weches Fingernail Impressed.

the Hatchel (41BW3) site (Perttula 2018), such vessels
are apparently most common in ca. A.D. 1400-1550
Texarkana phase contexts in the Red and Sulphur River
basins.

Two sherds have excised elements (see
Appendix B), where the surface of a vessel was
deliberately scraped away to form part of the decorative

element. One sherd from a Barkman Engraved carinated
bowl has a row of excised punctations at the carination.
The other, from ST DS-03, 20-40 ¢cm bs, has a
curvilinear excised area that has been rubbed with a red
hematite-rich pigment.

The last of the Late Caddo period fine ware
sherds from 41CS125 has broad curvilinear trailed lines
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forming a zone filled with hatched incised lines (see
Figure 13h). This sherd is from a Hudson Engraved
vessel (see Suhm and Jelks 1962:Plate 41b-c). At the
Hatchel site, Hudson Engraved vessels are found in
post-A.D. 1650 contexts (see Perttula 2018).

There is also a ceramic sherd collection from
41CS125 held by the Texas Archeological Research
Laboratory (TARL); the collection was donated by
Janson McVay. In a 1966 letter, McVay noted that he
had recovered 46 ceramic vessels, two clay elbow
pipes, parts of three long-stemmed Red River pipes, one
celt, three bone pins, and nine arrow points, including
one of the Bassett type, from the 41 burials he and
several other Texarkana collectors excavated at the site
(Perttula 2015b). The fact that both elbow pipes and
long-stemmed Red River styles pipes were among the
funerary offerings in the burials, along with one Bassett
arrow point, indicates that the burials at the 41CS125
were interred both before and after ca. A.D. 1400.

The sherd collection from 41CS125 at TARL
includes 129 plain rim, body, and base sherds and 54
decorated rim and body sherds from utility ware and fine
ware sherds (Table 3). About 84 percent of the sherds
are from grog-tempered vessels and the remaining 16
percent are from bone-tempered vessels.

Almost 70 percent of the decorated sherds
(n=37) are from utility ware vessels (Appendix C).
Many of these have brushed decorations, either as
the sole decorative element (n=12, 32 percent of the
utility ware sherds) or in combination with appliqued
(n=2), incised (n=1), lip notching (n=1), or punctated
(n=1). These sherds with brushed and other decorative
elements comprise another 13.5 percent of the utility
ware sherds from 41CS125. These sherds are likely from
Pease Brushed-Incised jars. Other common utility ware
decorative methods are incised (n=9, 24 percent of the
utility ware sherds), appliqued (n=5, 13.5 percent), and
neck banded (n=2, 5.4 percent). The neck banded sherds
are from Nash Neck Banded jars while the appliqued
sherds are probably from the bodies of McKinney Plain
jars.

The fine ware sherds from 41CS125 in
the TARL collections all have engraved decorative
elements. They include a body sherd from a Hatchel
Engraved bottle with oval panels filled with concentric
semi-circles; the panels are divided by bracket elements
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Ware Grog Bone N
Plain 105 24 129
Utility 33 4 37
Fine 15 2 17
Totals 153 30 183

Table 3. Ceramic Assemblage from Site 41CS125 in the TARL
Collections.

with a series of embedded negative ovals (Figure 16a).
Other engraved bottle sherds have curvilinear lines, as
well as horizontal and vertical lines (Figure 16g). The
remainder of the engraved sherds from the site are from
carinated bowls (Figure 16b-f).

Among the engraved carinated bowl sherds is
a rim with a cross-hatched zone below two horizontal
lines on the panel (see Figure 16b), as well as a Barkman
Engraved sherd with a horizontal scroll marked by
narrow hatched zones and a ticked horizontal line above
the carination (see Figure 16c). Two other sherds have
slanting scroll motifs with excised or hatched triangle
elements (see Figure 16d-¢), while another has a
concentric semi-circle element (see Figure 16f).

Based on the ceramic sherds in the McVay
collection, a principal Caddo occupation at 41CS125
appears to have been during the early part of the
Late Caddo period (ca. A.D. 1400-1550), during the
Texarkana phase. This is based on the proportion
of brushed utility wares, as well as the occurrence
of defined types such as Barkman Engraved, Cass
Appliqued, Hatchel Engraved, McKinney Plain,

Nash Neck Banded, and Pease Brushed-Incised (see
Perttula 2018). Comparable Late Caddo period ceramics
are abundant in the 2017 surface collection at 41CS125;
specifically, in Areas 1, 2, 3, 4, and 9. While there are

no clear Formative Caddo (ca. A.D. 850-1000) ceramics
in the TARL collection, except for a cane punctated
sherd, utility ware and fine ware sherds belonging to this
component are present from Areas 1, 3, 4, and 9.

A single tubular-shaped ceramic bead was
recovered from ST DS-02, 40-60 cm bs, located at
the northern end of the site. The fragment is 25.0+
millimeters in length, 18.7 millimeters in width, and has
a 2.8 millimeters drill hole (see Figure 10).
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Figure 16. Selected decorative elements in fine ware sherds from the McVay collection at 41CS125: A) Hatchel Engraved bottle
sherd; D-F) engraved carinated bowl sherds; and G) engraved bottle sherd.

Ceramic beads as ornaments are rare in the
Caddo archeological record in East Texas and Northwest
Louisiana (Table 4), and only 14 sites have been
identified in a review of the published literature. These
24 beads are both tubular and disc-shaped, and are plain,
except for the large “egg-shaped” bead from the Pine
Tree Mound site (41HS15) with four sets of incised
circles on the body (Fields and Gadus 2012:544-545 and
Figure 6.75a-d).

The ceramic beads occur in Formative Caddo
(ca. A.D. 850-1000), Middle Caddo (ca. A.D. 1200-
1400), and Late Caddo (ca. A.D. 1400-1680) period
assemblages, almost always in habitation contexts, and
most commonly in Late Caddo period components.
More than half of the ceramic beads are from Late
Caddo period contexts. Spatially, the beads are found on
sites in the Red River (n=2), Sabine River (n=3), upper
and lower Sulphur (n=4), Big Cypress (n=2), and the
Neches-Angelina River (n=3) basins.

There are two pieces of burned clay in the
41CS125 artifact assemblage collected during the 2017
work. One is from ST TH-20, 20-40 cm bs, and the other
was collected from Area 3.

Historical Research

The historic-period component of site 41CS125 is part
of what was once known as Green Farm, presumably
named for a family by the name of Green who owned
the property during the nineteenth century. However,
deed records documenting a Green family as owners of
this property were not found. The earliest deed record
located was that documenting a sale of the land from a
firm of Morriss and King to J.D. Wilson. Abner Darden
Morriss, James Edgar King, and Charlie King were
merchants who built a general store at the turn-of-the-
century in the timber town of Munz City, north of State
Highway 77 near Farm-to-Market 994. Edgar King was
also the town’s first postmaster in 1905 (Alford 2010).
Morriss and the Kings lived in Munz City and deed
records suggest they owned numerous tracts of land
around the Sulphur River, likely used as tenant farms
and for timber sales.

J.D. Wilson only owned the property for three
years before selling it back to Morriss and King in 1920.
Eventually, Abner Morriss’ son, Berry, sold the land to
Chappell Heath, who was related to the Morriss family
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Site No. of Reference Age

beads
16B0O236 n=1 Kelley 1997 Late Caddo period
16D5268 n=4 Girard 2014; Jensen 1968  Formative Caddo period
41CE19 n=3 Newell and Krieger 1949 Early Caddo period
41C8125 n=1 This article possible Formative Caddo

period

41HP175 n=1 Fields et al. 1993 Late Caddo period
41HP237 n=2 Perttula 2009 Late Caddo period
41HP240 n=3 Perttula 2009 Late Caddo period
41HS15 n=1 Fields and Gadus 2012 Late Caddo period
41HS240 n=1 Perttula and Nelson 1999 Middle Caddo period
41INA236 n=1 Perttula 2002 Late Caddo period
41RR16 n=1 Perino 1983 Late Caddo period
415M244 n=: Walters and Perttula 2016 ~ Middle Caddo period
415M446 n=2 Perttula 2017 Late Caddo period
41UR17 n=1 Turner 1997 Middle Caddo period

Table 4. Caddo sites in Northwest Louisiana and East Texas
with ceramic beads.

by marriage (Berry’s sister married a Heath; Find-a-
Grave 2018). Heath then sold the farm in 1947 to his
brother A.O. Heath. None of these landowners lived on
the property.

A 1907 topographical map suggests that a
house was present at this site at that time, and that it
overlooked a natural oxbow of the Sulphur River called
“Pine Lake” (Figure 17a). It is possible that this house
was part of the old Green Farm. An aerial photograph
of the site from 1953 (see Figure 17b) shows that it was
a cleared pasture at that time. A possible structure is
visible just outside the northern boundary of the site in
an overgrown clearing.

Historic-era artifacts from the site included
embossed whiteware, banded whiteware, a fragment
from a brown-glazed stoneware crock, a milk glass
canning jar lid fragment, amethyst glass shards, brown
vessel glass shards, and a china doll leg fragment. Of
the 60 historic artifacts recovered, 55 were from the
surface collections and only five were from shovel tests.
More than half of all historic artifacts (58 percent) were
recovered from Area 4 at the northern tip of the island.
These items are typical of rural households from the late
nineteenth through early twentieth centuries, and likely
represent occupation of the Green Farm from the time
prior to the Morriss and King period of ownership. The
artifacts likely pertain to a tenant occupation.
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Summary and Conclusions

Site 41CS125 is an ancestral Caddo site that was
occupied extensively during both the Formative

to Early Caddo and Late Caddo periods The Late
Caddo period component is the principal Caddo
occupation documented at the site and is associated
with the Texarkana phase in the Red and lower

Sulphur River basins. There are no defined phases

in the regionally established cultural taxonomy for

Red and lower Sulphur River Formative/Early Caddo
period cultural groups in this part of East Texas, but
the Formative/Early Caddo period component at the
site is contemporaneous with the Lost Prairie phase in
the Great Bend of the Red River (Schambach 1982).
Projectile points recovered at 41CS125 indicate that the
site was also periodically used by Paleoindian, Archaic,
and Woodland period groups over many thousands of
years.

Once located on an elevated alluvial landform
overlooking the Sulphur River to the west, the site is
now surrounded by the waters of Lake Wright Patman.
As a result, the site has been adversely affected
through alluvial erosion. Additionally, the site was
extensively looted by collectors who excavated a
number of ancestral Caddo burials in the 1950s and
1960s. The recent investigations at the site (Sitters and
Perttula 2018) have revealed intact deposits, features,
and a large, diverse assortment of artifacts, primarily
associated with the ancestral Caddo occupations.

The highest frequency of artifacts and features were
observed along the site’s northern and western boundary.
To prevent further erosion, the USACE has lined the
banks of the site with riprap.

While no additional work is currently planned
at the site given that it is on USACE lands, one future
avenue of research may include analysis of collections
from the site held privately by past collectors. Certainly,
however, if 41CS125 is to be adversely affected by
future USACE undertakings, investigations at the site
should focus on a detailed examination of preserved
cultural features such as Feature 3. Preserved faunal
and floral remains could be informative on Caddo
subsistence strategies, most particularly concerning
diachronic changes in the importance of maize
consumption, since maize became a dietary staple
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Figure 17. Site 41CS125 depicted on: A) 1907 Atlanta, TX topographic map; and B) 1953 aerial photograph.

for Caddo groups after ca. A.D. 1200/1300. Provided
radiocarbon dates can be obtained from controlled
contexts, such as the burned nutshell collected during
shovel testing, at the site, questions of settlement and
subsistence can be best explored in conjunction with the
detailed study of the material culture record to better
understand the technological, functional, and stylistic

‘.: : s

$

character of the assemblage (including petrographic
analysis, instrumental neutron activation analysis, and
organic residue studies), and if there is evidence for
trade/exchange between the ancestral Caddo peoples
living at 41CS125 and other contemporaneous Caddo or
non-Caddo groups.
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Appendix A. Ceramic Sherds from Site 41CS125.

236

ST Depth G G-B G-H G-B-H B
cm bs Pl/Dec PlDec PlDec PlDec PlDec
BN 20 0-20 1/- 1=
BN 20 20-36 B2 /- -
BN 21 0-20 14- | -
BN 21 20-40 - 3 1/- =
BN 29 0-20 14- -
BN 32 20-36 1/- - - - -
BN 33 20-40 1+ - - - -
BN 34 20-40 1/- - - - -
BN 35 20-30 1/- - - - -
BN 56 0-20 1/- - - - -
BN 57 20-35 - 1/ - - -
Ds1 20-40 4- - - - -
Ds2 020 1/ - - - -
Ds2  20-40 - 2 - - -
D52 40-60 -1 = = = -
Ds3 020 11 - - - -
Ds3  20-40 21 - - - -
Ds4  0-20 - = = - -
Ds4  20-40 - - - - -
Ds4  40-60 - - - - 20
TH9 0-20 1/- -
TH 13 0-20 1/- -
TH 15 0-20 14- -
TH 20 20-40 - -
TH2Z21 20-40 afl 1/- -
TH23 0-20 -1 -
TH2% 0-20 - 1/- -
TR 3 0-20 Si= -
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Appendix A. Surface Collection Areas.

Area 1 a80/19 1711 4/- - /-
Area 2 34/11 8/2 1/- - 1/-
Area3 105/31 4712 3/- 1/- 12/1
Arca 4 61/18 24/4 4/3 -2 11/1
Area 5 3/- - - - -
Area 8 714 - - - 1/-
Area 9 131/81 29/4 11/8 571 10/1
Totals 471/171 142/14 26/11 6/3 41/3
_G=0Grog-Tempered; G-B=Grog-Bone-Tempered; G-H=Grog-Hematite-Tempered; G
H=Grog-Bone-Hematite-Tempered: B=Bone-Tempered: Pl=Plain: Dec=Decorated
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Appendix B. Decorative methods and elements represented in the 41CS125 ceramic sherd Assemblage.

Decorative Method and Element Rim Body N

Utility Ware

Appliqued

parallel appliqued ridges - 1 1

straight appliqued fillet - 5 5

straight appliqued ridge - 7 7

Appligued-Incised

appliqued ridges-parallel incised lines - 1 1

Brushed

parallel brushed marks - 14 14

Brushed-Appligued

parallel brushed marks-straight appliqued fillet - 2 2

Brushed-Incised

horizontal brushed-incised marks and lines 1 - 1

parallel brushed-incised marks and lines - 5 5

Brushed-Incised-Appliqgued

parallel brushed marks-incised-straight appliqued ridge - 2 2
(Pease Brushed-Incised)

Brushed-Punctated

horizontal brushed marks-tool punctated row at the lip 1 - 1

horizontal brushed marks-tool punctated row at rim- - 1 1
body juncture

parallel brushed marks-tool punctated row through the - 1 1
brushing

vertical brushed-marks-tool punctated row at rim-body - 1 1
juncture
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Decorative Method and Element

Rim Body N

Brushed-Purctated-Tacived

parallel brushed marks-tool pusctated row-diagonal
incised lines

Brushed-Punciated-Lip Notched

horizonial broshed marks-iool punctated rows through
the brashing-lip nolehed

Incized

closely-spaced honzontal incrsed lines

crmss-huiched incised lines

curvilinear hatched zone (Crockett Curvilinear)
[ncised)

dingonal incised lines

broad horizontal incised lines

horizontal incised line/lines

2+ horizontal incised lines, overhanging (Coles Creek
Incised)

8+ horizontal incised lines, overhanging (Coles Creck
Ingised)

24 closely-spaced horizontal incised lines

3+ horizontal incised lines

&+ horizontal incised lines

8+ horizontal incised lines

horizonial-diagonal incised lines (Crockett Curvilinear
Incised)

horizonial-vertical incised lines

horizonial incised lines and vertical hatched trisngle
o (Crockett Corviliness Incised)

O
— WO =

1
—_—
—
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Decorative Method and Elerment

Rim

Bady

Thcised (comt )

one incised lip line (Coles Creek Incised)

two incised g lnes (Coles Creek Incised)

opposed inclsed lines

closely-apaced parallel incised lines

parallal incised lines

parallel incised lines, overhanging lines (Coles Creek)

straight incised line

straight incised line on interior vessel surface

fncived-Punclated

curvilinear incised rone with circular punctations

diagonal incised lmes-tool punctated mow at lip

disgonal opposed meised lines with vertical oo
punciated row bebwesn

horizontal incised lines above cane punctated rows

horizontal incised line below fingernail punctated row
(Weches Fingernail Impressad)

horizontal incised lines above ol punctated row

horizontal incised lines-wool punctated row at the lip

horizontal-diagonal incised lines-tool punciated-filled
triangular zone

purallel incised lines between zones with incised cane
punctaiions

purillzl incised lines and zone of cane punctotions

parallel incised lines pbove tool punctioted row ' moes

struight incised line and mows of tnonguolor-shaped toal
punciations

vertical incised line-tool punctated row
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Decorative Method and Element Rim Body M

Neck Banded
horizontal neck bands 1 - 1
parallzl meck bands {Nash Neck Banded) - 2 2
FPunetated
cane punctated rows - 1 |
fingernail punctated row i i 2
linear ool punctated fows 2 2
o] punctated rowpows 4 d
Fime Ware
Engraved
circular engraved el. and haiched idangle el 1 |
cross-hatched engraved zome i i
curvilineas engraved linelines 5 5
curvilimear engraved lines-open pendant triangle el 2 2
curvilineas engraved lines-hatched tangle el. i i
(Spiro Engraved)
curvilimear haiched zones - 1 1
diagonal engraved lines 1 . 1
hatched triangle element - i i
horizontal engraved line beneath the lip 2 2
horizontal engraved lines ) 1 B
horizontal-curvilinear engraved lines . I 1
hortzontal engraved lines-curvilinear hatched zone 1 - 1
horizontal-vertical engraved lines - 2 2
opposed engraved lines - 1 1
parallel engraved lines - 2 2
sets of parallel engraved lines - 1 1
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Decorative Method and Element

Body

Engraved (cont.)

parallel engraved lines and narrow hatched zone
(Barkman Engraved)

rectilinear hatched engraved zone (Barkman Engraved)

semi-circular el. with internal vertical engraved line

straight engraved line

straight engraved line and pendant curvilinear triangle el.

Engraved-Punciated

horizontal engraved lines above excised punctated row
(Barkman Engraved)

straight engraved line-excised punctated row

Excised

curvilinear excised area-rubbed with red pigment

excised punctated row at carina
(Barkman Engraved)

Trailed-Incised

broad curvilinear trailed lines-incised hatched zone
(Hudson Engraved)

Totals

41

161

202
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Appendix C. Decorated sherds from site 41CS125 in the TARL collections.

Decorative Method! Grog Bone M

Decommtive Element

Appligued

struight appliqued fillet 1

struight appliqued ridge 4 - 4

Brushed

opposed brushing marks | - 1

parallel brushing marks (1 1 11

Brushed-A ppligued

parallel brushed-straight appliqued fillet | - 1

parallel brushed-straight appliqued ridge I - 1

Hrushed-Incised

parallel brushed-incised | - 1

Brushed-Lip Noiched

horizontal brushed on fim; lip notched | . 1

Brushed-Punctated

horizontn] brushed-tool ponctated rows undier 1 - 1
the lip and at im-body juncture

Incised

cross-hatched lines | - 1

dingonn] opposed lines 1 - 1

horizontal line or lines | - 1

parallel lines 2 2 4

straight lines 1 |

Incised-Appliqgued

vertical and opposed lines and a vertical 1 - 1
appliqued ridge
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Diecorative Method!
Decorative Element

Incized-Punciated

paralle] linzs and adjaceni tool punciated row
Neck Banded

hrizontal neck banding

Punctated

cane punctated pows2ons

circular ponciated rows

Fine Ware

Engraved

conceniric semi-circles

concentric semi-circles and brackets with
negalive ovals

carvilinear lines

horizontal lines

horizontal lines and cross-hatched zone

horzontal scroll with hatched zones and
horizontal line with tick marks

horizontal lines amd slanting seroll; hatched
triangle element

horizontal and vertical lines

paralle] lines

straight line

Totals
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