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although some form of cultigen besides 
com may have been present. 

If the locust effigies from the Belcher site 
are similar in nature to the locust beads 
from Poverty Point and throughout the 
Central Mississippi Valley, it possibly 
suggests a belief that existed from the 
Archaic to the historic Native Americans 
of the southeastern United States. An 
alternative explanation for the presence of 
the pendants in the Caddoan area is that 
they were used as a symbol from the past 
that has a new meaning. Unfortunately, 
there is not a continuous artifactual record 
of the locust or cicada being used as an 
effigy from Archaic to Historic Native 
American times. Hunter et al. (1975:220) 
state that the absence of the locust effigy 
may merely mark the decline in the 
lapidary industry, but in no way signifies 
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Figure 4. Locations of sites where locust pendants 
or effigies have been found 

the loss of folk traditions concerning the 
insect such as the Coushatta have. 

Table 1. Locations of Locust Pendants and Effigies from Caddoan Sites. 

I Site I Reference I 
I . Belcher Mound, Caddo Parish, Louisiana Webb (1959) 

2. L.L. Winterbauer Fann, Wood County, Texas Jackson (1935) 

3. Clement Brothers Farm, Cass County, Texas Jackson (1935) 

4. Sam Kaufman site, Red River County, Texas Han is (1953); 
Skinner, Hanis, and Anderson (l 969) 

5. Joe Russel Place, Lafayette County, Arkansas Perino (1969) 

6. Foster Mound, Hempstead County, Arkansas Skinner, Harris, and Anderson (1969) 

7. Spiro Mound, Le Flore County, Oklahoma Brown (1996) 
( effig;y boatstone) 
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Caddoan Archeology_ 

Conclusion 

The presence of these shell locust 
pendants on archeological sites in 
Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas suggest 
trade among the sites in the area. It may be 

inferred as well that there was a common 
belief system. The presence of the 
pendants also suggest some form of 
agriculture at the sites listed in Table I. 
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