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There are a number of seemingly late Titus phase (ca. after A.D. 1670) Caddo 
sites clustered on the middle to upper reaches of Caney Creek in northern Wood County 
(Figure 1) This is based on a large collection of grave goods amassed by a collector in 
the 1960s from Caddo sites in this area. No European goods were reported from any of 
the sites but several of the vessel types have been shown to often occur in association 
with a few European trade goods at other published Caddo sites (i.e., Taylor Engraved, 
Keno Trailed, Hodges Engraved, Simms Engraved, and Womack Engraved) (Schambach 
and .Miller 1984). There are examples in the collection of Ripley Engraved carinated 
bowls with inverted rims (and often with red-filming) that seem to indicate a transition 
from Ripley Engraved scrolls to motifs such as ticked horizontal lines also seen on 
historic Caddo pottery types Natchitoches Engraved and Patton Engraved. 

There are also elements from the Caney Creek collection similar to Taylor 
Engraved with scrolls with hooked arms separated by a short gap (Figure 2a) that have 
been described as Womack Engraved (Duffield and Jelks 1961: Figure 10) at the Pearson 
site on the Sabine River, an 18lh century aboriginal site in Rains County, Texas. These 
examples closely resemble examples from the Culpepper site in Hopkins County, another 
late Titus phase site that also has not yielded any European goods (Scurlock 1962: Figure 
5h-i). Scurlock called these vessels Womack Engraved, but they lack the tick marks 
characteristic of the type (Harris et at. 1965: Figure 6b, d). The addition of tick marks to 
inverted rim Taylor Engraved vessels, including vessels with ticked semi-circles (Figure 
2b) would complete the stylistic transition from Taylor Engraved to Womack Engraved. 
These seemingly apparent transitions in ceramic styles from Ripley Engraved and Taylor 
Engraved (even Hodges Engraved, see Harris et al. 1965: Figure 6b) into types such as 
Womack Engraved-along with the more frequent use of horizontal ticked engraved 
lines noted on historic ceramic types (Patton Engraved and Natchitoches Engraved) that 
are closely associated with Historic Caddo groups living in East Texas- raises the 
distinct possibility that sites like Gilbert or Pearson that have been attributed to Wichita­
speaking groups of the Norteno focus (Jelks 1967) may in fact have been later 
archaeological manifestations of the Caddo groups living on Caney Creek in the upper 
Sabine River basin. 

The vessels in the collection from the Caney Creek sites had no shell temper other 
than the Keno Trailed bowl (Figure 3) that was obviously a trade item from the Red River 
(Walters 1998). At the Gilbert site, shell temper was used in 56% of the shcrds (Jelks 
1.967), compared to about 24% at the Pearson site. These differences could be the result 
of technological changes through time since Gil bert and Pearson probably date l-2 
generations, or more, after the Caney Creek late Titus phase Caddo occupations. 
Furthermore, these differences in temper use may simply reflect differences in 
preferences between local groups. 
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Figure I. General location of late Titus phase sites along Caney Creek in northern Wood 
County, Texas. 
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Figure 2a. Inverted rim and red-slipped Taylor Engraved vessel from the Spoonbill site. 

Figure 2b. Inverted rim and red-slipped vessel with ticked semi-circles. 
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Figure 3. Keno Trailed vessel from the Spoonbill site. 
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