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Pottery from 41NA202: 
The Stephens Site in Nacogdoches County, Texas 

Robert L. Turner, ]r. 

INTRO DUCTION 

ln late 1940 and early 1941, my father and I 
excavated the Stephens site (41NA202). The site is 
located on Bailey Creek approximately 5 km west 
of Central Heights in Nacogdoches County. The site 
had been identified by the land owner, who gave my 
father permission to excavate. 

The purpose of this short article is to briefly 
describe the ceramic assemblage from the site. The 
assemblage is unique for this area of East Texas. 

The excavated area from which the ceramic 
artifacts were recovered measured approximately 3 
x 4.6 m with the long axis along the plow rows. The 
site was about 6 m north of the then stream bed and 
consisted of a scatter of European trade beads within 
the soil a~ well as numerous shcrds of Caddo Indian 
manufacture. The area was excavated to the underly­
ing clay, which was no more than 25 em or so below 
the surface, and the dirt was water screened in order 
to recover the artifacts. These artifacts consisted of 
European glass trade beads (more than 7420 beads 
of 21 different varieties) and ceramic sherds of In­
dian pottery. Other than two silver beads, no metal 
artifacts were found. Our conclusion concerning the 
site was that it resulted from at least one shallow 
grave of an individual that had been plowed up and 
the grave offerings scallered from the yearly cultiva­
tion of the area. One small skull fragment wa-; the 
only trace of human remains. 

CERAMIC VESSELS AND SHERDS 

The small rimless bowl is a Natchitoches En­
graved vessel (Figure 1). The temper is shell, it is 
orange brown in color, and the design of scrolls 
and tick marks is perfectly consistent with the type 
description. 

The second vessel is a small undecorated bowl 
with shell temper and a smoothed hard orange-tan 

Figure I. Natchitoches Engraved bowl from the Stephens 
site. 

Figure 2. Small undccorateu shell-tempered howl. 

surface (Figure 2). There are also three tan to gray­
colored globular-bodied plain bottles, also shell­
tempered (Figure 3). One bottle neck sherd that fits 
the middle bottle defines a short neck no more than 
1.5 em from the body to the lip. 

Another seven shcrds, among them one rim, arc 
also from a Natchitoches Engraved shell-tempered 
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Figure 3. Three plain shell-tempered bottles. 

Figure 4. Shenls from a Natchitoches Engraved vessel from the Stephens site. 



bowl (Figure 4 ). Finally, there is another group of 29 
sherds (not illustrated) that arc shell-tempered, and 
gray to tan in color, like the Natchitoches Engraved 
vessels. The design features bands of various widths 
of ladder-like elements and single lines parallel to 
the ladder elements. The ceramic type is unknown. 

There is also a group of 27 small sherds that 
include shell-tempered and non-shell-tempered 
wares. Three appear to be from a small bottle. None 
appear to be from the previously described vessels 
o r sherd groups. 
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CONCLUSION 

I am writing a paper on the Stephens site and 
determining when this burial occurred in time, if 
possible. For those interested in Caddo ceramics 
from the historic era, they should now be aware of 
this displaced cluster of shell-tempered Natchitoches 
Engraved vessels in Nacogdoches, Texas. 
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