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The Younger Site (41MR6), Marion County, Texas 

Timothy K. Perttula, Mark Walters, and Bo Nelson 

The Younger site (41MR6) is located on a lower toe slope (250ft. amsl) and alluvial terrace in the 
Arms Creek or Patton Creek valley at Lake 0' the Pines. Arms Creek is an eastward-flowing tributary to 
Big Cypress Creek. At normal pool levels the Younger site is now under the waters of Lake 0' the Pines. 

When the site was first recorded by E. 0. Miller of the National Park Service in 1951 (Miller eta!. 1951), 
it was named the D. M. Collom site. The site was estimated to cover 6-8 acres, and was marked by seveml 
areas of bare ground where Caddo pottery sherds were collected (n=150), primarily plain sherds (n=ll5) 
and brushed/hrushed-punctated sherds (n=33). Thurmond (1990:69) considers the site to be a large Titus 
phase settleme nt based on the identification of Ripleyffaylor Engraved, Glassell Engraved, Maydelle Incised, 
Bullard Brushed, and Pease Brushed-Incised sherds in the collection as well as a single Maud arrow point. 

In A prili%4, Buddy Calvin Jones excavated four burials in a prehistoric Caddo cemetery at what was 
now known as the A. V. Younger site (Figure 1 ). The burials were about 30m north of a spring-fed creek, in 
a row situated near the edge of a small alluvial terrace (Figure 2). The burials each contained a single indi­
vidual laid out in an extended, supine position with associated funerary offerings, primarily ceramic vessels. 
We documented a number of the ceramic vessels, as descrihed below, but eight of the vessels recovered by 
Jones arc now missing from the collection. 
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Figure 1. Buddy Calvin Jones' map of the A.V. Younger site cemetery area. 
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Figure 2. Plan of Burials 1-4 on the alluvial terrace. 

Burial! 

Burial 1 had been placed in a grave that was 2.38 min length, 0.86 m in width, and the floor of the grave 
lay at 0.74 m below the surface; based on the size of the burial pit, the decea~t:d was an adult. The fill was 
comprised of midden sediments, ashes, and sherds from midden deposits that must occur on the site. Only 
small fragments of the skull and leg bones were preserved in the burial (Figure 3). The head of the deceased 
was oriented to the northwest. 

Funerary oiJerings included a single broken Bonham arrow point placed near the lower right leg and 
four vessels arranged along the right side of the body from the shoulder to the upper right leg (see Figure 
3). Vessell in this burial was by the right shoulder. The other vessels-now missing from the collection­
include a small incised-punctated carinated bowl, a Pease Brushed-jar. and a medium-sized plain howl 

... '' •. · 

Figure 3. Burial 1 map drawn by Buddy Calvin Jones. 



VESSEL NO.: Burial 1, Vessel I , 2003 .08.214 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: grog 
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VESSEL FORM: Bowl with two opposed rim peaks (Figure 4). 

RIM AND LIP FORM: everted rim and a rounded lip 

CORE COLOR: F (fired in a reducing environment and cooled in the open air) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: reddish-brown; fire clouds on the rim 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: reddish-brown; fire clouds on the rim and body 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND BASE IN MM): rim, 6.7 mm 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREAI'MENT: smoothed 

HEIGHT (IN CM): 6.8; 9.5 em at the rim peaks 

ORIFICE DLAMETER (IN CM): 12.5 

DIAMETER AT BOTIOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): N/A 

Figure 4 . Plain bowl with rim peaks, Burial 1, Vessel 1 at the A. V. Younger site. 
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BASE DIAMETER (TN CM) AND SHAPE OF BASE: 5.5; circular and flat 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN UTERS): 0.34 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTif' AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): Plain 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE AND VARIETY [If' KNOWN]: Unidentified plain ware 

Burial2 

Rurial 2 was that of an adult placed in a grave pit that was 1.85 min length, 0.69 m in width (Figure 
5), and the floor of the burial pit was identified at 0.71 m below surface. The burial fill was comprised of 
darkly-stained midden deposits with pottery sherds, charcoal, and lithic debris. Skeletal remains were poorly 
preserved, but suggest that the dt:ceased was approximately 1.57 m in length, and was likely an adult female: 
the teeth were described by Jones as well-worn. The pit itself and the individual placed in an extended supine 
position in it, were oriented west-northwest, with the head fadng in that direction. 

Figure 5. Plan map of Hurial 2 drawn hy Buddy Calvin Jones. 

Ftmerary offerings placed with the deceased consisted of thrt:e ceramic vessels. They were placed on 
the right side of the body, from the shoulder to the hip (see Figure 5). Vessel 5, a plain bowl, was placed 
by the right shoulder; Vessel 6, an incised-ptmctated jar with suspension holes, was by the right arm: and 
Vessel 7, an incised-punctated carinated bowl, wa:s by tht: right hip. 

VESSEL NO.: Burial 2, Vessel 5; 2003.08.225 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: grog and bone 

VESSEL FORM: Bowl (Figure 6) 

RIM AND LIP FORM: direct rim and a rounded lip 

CORE COLOR: F (tired in a reducing environment and cooled in the open air) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: reddish-brown; fire clouding on the hase 
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Figure 6. Plain bowl. Buriaf 2, VesselS, at theA. V. Younger site. 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark yellowish-brown; fire clouds on the body and base 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM , BODY, AND BASE IN MM): rim, 6.2 mm 

lNTI:JUOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none. 

EXTERJOR SURtACE TREATMENT smoothed 

IIElGIIT (IN CM): 7.0 

URJFlCE DIAMETER (IN CM): 15.7 

DlAMEfER AT BOTTOM OF R]M OR NECK (IN CM): N/A 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM) AND SHAPE OF Bi\SE: 8.5; circular and flat base 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 0.44 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): Plain 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE /\NO VARIETY [IF KNOWN 1: Unidentified plain ware 
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VESSEL NO.: Burial 2, Vessel 6; 2003.08.213 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: grug and hematite 

VESSEL FORM: Jar with two opposed suspension holes (Figure 7) and a tall rim 

RlM AND LIP FORM: Everted rim aml a flat lip 

CORE COLOR: G (fired in a reducing environment and cooled in the open air) 

INTERIOR SlJRFACE COLOR: dark grayish-brown; organic residue on the rim 

EXTERIOR SURFAC:F. COLOR: reddish-brown; organic residue on the rim and body 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND BASE IN MM): rim. 6.6 mm 

INTERIOR SURrACE TREATMENT: smoothed 

EXTERIOR SUREI\CE TREAfMENT: none 

liElGHT (IN CM): ll.5 

ORIFICE DlAMETER (IN CM): 9.6 

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): 8.5 

Figure 7. Incised-punctated and appliqued jar, Burial 2, Vessel 6, at the A.V. Younger site. 
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BASE Dr A METER (IN CM) AND SHAPE OF BASE: 7 .2; circular and flat 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 0.66 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND E:LEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The rim and body 
have incised-punctated motifs (Figure. 7). The rim has opposed incised lines. repeated five times , filled 
with tool punctations; there me also two large opposed appliqued nodes on the rim. The vessel body has 
four sets of stacked alternating incised triangles. On the lower set, the incised triangles are li lied with 
loul punctations; the upper set consists solely of incised triangles with a large appliqued node set ne<:~r 
the apex of the triangles (figure 7). 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE AND VARIETY [IF KNOWN 1: Unidentified utility ware 

VESSEL NO.: Burial 2, Vessel 7, 2003.08.222 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: grog 

VESSEL FORM: Carinated bowl 

RlMAND LIP FORM: Everted rim and a rounded lip 

CORE COLOR: G (fired in a reducing environment and cooled in the open air) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark grayish-brown; fire clouds on the body 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: yellowish-brown; organic residue on the rim-body juncture 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND BASE IN MM): rim, 5.0 mm 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoot,hed on the rim 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATME NT: none 

HEIGHT (IN CM): 3.8 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 11.0 

DIAMEI~ER Af BUTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): 9.0 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM) AND SHAPE OF BASE: 6.2; flat and circular 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 0 .25 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The rim panel has II 
diagonal incised scrolls with a central circular to rectangular incised element. F . .ach scroll is associated 
with triangular areas filled with small circular punctations (Figure 8). There arc also two rows of small 
circular punctations under the lip and n third row at the vessel carination. 
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Figure 8. Incised-punctated carinated bowl. Burial 2, Vessel 7, at the A. V. Younger site. 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE AND VARIETY IIF KNOWN]: Unidentified utility ware 

Buriai3 

This adult Caddo burial was placed in a 2.39 m long and 0.76 m wide grave (Figure 9). The floor of the 
grave was at 0.74 em bs. The individual was placed in the pit in an extended supine position with the head 
facing towards the west-northwest. The burial fill was a darkly-stained midden deposit with pottery sherds 
and wood charcoal. Approximately 30 em above the head of the burial was the top of a 30 em diameter 
area of charcoal, burned bone. pottery sherds. and what was identified by Jones as a black chert Pogo point 
(i.e., large contracting stem dart point or biface; see Suhm and Jelks I1962:Plate 821). This small feature 
was placed directly above the skull. and may represent the remains of a ceremony/ritual carried out by the 
Caddo as part of the intennent . 

. I' 
( 

Figure 9. Burial 3 plan map drawn by Buddy Calvin Jones. 
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Burial 3 had five vessels and a small mass of green glauconitic clay pigment placed as funerary offer­
ings with the deceased. Only two of the live vessels remain in the collection at the Gregg County Historical 
Museum. Both arc plain howls (Vessels 11 and 12) that had been placed along the right side of the body by 
the right leg (see Figure 9); the green pigment lay between these two vessels. The other vessels included a 
bottle by the right shoulder that had an engraved rattlesnake motif on it (see Walters 2006), a scalloped plain 
howl by the right ann, and a plain jar by the lower right arm and hip. 

VESSEL NO.: Burial3, Vesselll,2003.08.1056 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: grog 

VESSEL FORM: Bowl 

RIM AND UP FORM: Direct rim and a rounded lip 

CORE COLOR: F (fired in a reducing environment and cooled in the open air) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: yellowish-brown 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: yellowish-brown 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND BASE IN MM): rim, 7.9 nun 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed 

EXTERIOR SURJ-ACE TREAfMENT: smoothed 

HEIGHT (IN CM): 4.5 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 10.6 

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM Of RlM OR NECK (IN CM): N/A 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM) AND SHAPE Of BASE: 5 .0, circular and flat 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 0.19 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTrF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): Plain (Figure 10) 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE AND VARIETY [IF KNOWN]: Unidentified plain ware 
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Figure to. Plain bowl,Burial3, Vesselll,from theA. V. Younger site. 

VESSEL NO.: Burial 3, Vessel 12; 2003.08.1056 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: grog 

VESSEL FORM: Bowl 

RIM AND LIP FORM: Direct rim and a rounded lip 

CORE COLOR: B (fired and cooled in a reducing environment) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark grayish-brown 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark grayish-brown; fire clouds on the rim and body 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND HASE IN MM): rim, 7.0 mm; body, 6.9 mm; base, 9.2 mm 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed 

HEIGHT (IN CM): 7.9 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 18.3 

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): N/A 

BASE DIAMETER (TN CM) AND SHAPE OF BASE: 10.0; circular and flat 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 0.58 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): Plain (Figure 11) 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE AND VARIETY [IF KNOWN]: Unidentified plain ware 
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Figure 11 . Plain bowl, Hurial 3, Vcsscll2, at theA. V. Younger site. 

BuriatJ 4 

Burial 4 at the A. V. Younger site was that of an auu!L individual who had been placed in an extended 
supine position in a 2.13 m long and 0.89 m grave; the bottom of the grave lay at 0.71 m below the surface. 
The burial pit was oriented northwest-southeast, with the head facing towards the northwest (Figure 12); 
~keletal remains were very fragmentary. The burial fi II was comprised of darkly-stained midden deposit with 
numerous ceramic sherds and some pieces of lithic debris. 

Six ccramil: vessels had been placed as funerary offerings in the grave, all along the right side of the 
body; four of the vessels have been identified in the Gregg County Historical Museum collections. Near 
the right elbow was an engraved lx)ttle (Vessel 13), followed by an engraved scalloped rimmed bowl by 
the lower right ann. a plain bowl and a plain carinated bowl (Vessels 15 and 16) were near the right hand. a 
large engraved carinated bowl was set by the upper right leg, and a Pease Brushed-Im:ised jar also was set 
by the upper right leg (see Figure 12). 

Figure 12. Burial4 plan map drawn by Buddy Calvin Jones. 
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VESSEL NO.: Burial4, Vessel 13; 2003.08.36 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: grog; sandy paste 

VESSEL FORM: Bottle with a straight neck 

RIM AND LIP FORM: Direct rim and a rounded lip 

CORE COLOR: G (fired in a reducing environment and cooled in Lht: opt:n air) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark grayish-brown 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: yellowish-brown: fire clouds on the rim, body, and base 

WALL THICKNESS (RTM, RODY.AND BASE IN MM): neck, 6.7 mm 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none 

I lEIGHT (IN CM): 12.0 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (TN CM): 3.5 

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR 
NECK (IN CM): 3.7; maximum body 
diameter is 7.2 em 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM) AND SHAPE 
OF BASE: 4.0; circular and rounded 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 0.19 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND 
ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The ves­
sel body has a series of horizontal engraved 
lines below stacks of rectangular engraved 
zones with closely-spaced vertical engraved 
lines, curvilinear lines, and large and small 
excised pendant triangles (Figure 13). One 
of the upper horizontal engraved lines has 
excised pendant triangles whose apex points 
towards the vessel hase 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON 
VESSEL: red pigment in the engraved 
lines on the vessel body 

TYPE AND VARIETY [IF KNOWN]: 
Unidentified fine ware Figure 13. Engraved bottle, Burial 4, Vessel 13, at the A. 

V. Younger site. 
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VESSEL NO.: Burial4, Vessel 15; 2003.08.217 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: grog 

VESSEL FORM: Bowl 

RIM AND LIP FORM: Direct rim and a rounded base 

CORE COLOR: B (fired and cooled in a reducing environment) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark grayish-brown 

EXTERIOR SURI-<ACE COLOR: dark grayish-brown; fire clouds on the rim, body, and base 

WALL THICKNESS {RIM. BODY. AND BASE IN MM): rim, 8.9 mm 

INTERIOR SURI-<ACE TREATMENT: none 

RXTERIOR SURbACb TREATMENT: none 

HEIGHT (IN CM): 5.0 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 9.4 

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): N/A 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM) AND SHAPE OF BASE: 6.0; circular and flat 

ESTll\llATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 0.19 

DECORATION (INCLUDlNG MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): Plain (Figure 14) 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE AND VARIETY [fF KNOWN]: Unidentified plain ware 

Figure 14. Plain bowl, Burial4. Vessel15, at theA V. Yow1ger site. 
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VESSEL NO.: Burial4, Vessel 16; 2003.08.215 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: grog 

VESSEL FORM: Carinated bowl 

RlM AND LIP FORM: Direct rim and a rounded lip 

CORE COLOR: B (fired and cooled in a reducing environment) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark grayish-brown 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark grayish-brown; fire clouds on the rim and body 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM. BODY. AND BASE IN MM): rim, 5.2 mm 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: srnoolht:d 

EXTERIOR SURrACE TREATMENT: smoothed 

HEIGHT ON CM): 6.5 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 11.0 

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): 10.3 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM) AND SHAPE or BASE: 7 .0; circular and flat 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 0.43 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): Plain (Figure 15) 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE AND VARIETY [IF KNOWN]: Unidentified plain ware 

Figure 15. Plain carinated bowl, Burial4, Vessel 16. at the A. V. Younger site. 
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VESSEL NO.: Burial4, Vessel 18; 2003.08.206 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: gmg 

VESSEL FORM: Jar with short neck 

RIM AND LIP FORM: Everted rim and rounded lip 

CORE COLOR: G (fired in a reducing environment and cooled in the open air) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark grayish-brown 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: yellowish-brown; fire clouds on the rim and body 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND BASE IN MM): rim, 6.3 mm 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREAfMENT: none 

I lEIGHT (IN CM): I 0.8 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 10.0 

DlAMETERAT BOITOM OF RlM OR NECK {IN CM): 9.1 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM) AND SHAPE OF BASE: 7 .5; circular and flat 

ESTIMArED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 0.65 

DECORAflON (lNCLUDrNG MOTH' 
AND ET .FMFNTS WHEN APPAR­
ENT): The vessel rim has horizontal 
brushing marks as well as a single row 
of triangular tool punctations at Lhe rim­
body juncture (Figure 16). The vessel 
body is divided into six panels by vertical 
appliqued fillets that extend almost to the 
vessel base. The panels are filled with 
brushed-incised marks and lines. 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATlON ON 
VESSEL: none 

TYPE AND VARIETY IIF KNOWN]: 
Pease BrusheJ-Im:ised • 

Figure 16. Pease Brushed-Incised jar, Burial 4, Vessel 18, at 
the A. V. Yotmger site. 
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Ceramic Sherds from Unknown Contexts at the Site 

A total of 290 ceramic shenls were collected by Buddy Calvin .Tones from unknown contexts at the A. 
V. Younger site. The sherd assemblage includes 153 plain body and base sherds and 137 decorated sherds 
(Table 1). The plain to decorated sherd ratio is a relatively low 1.12. which is consistent with a Late Caddo 
ceramic component in this part of East Texas. The presence of a single Keno Trailed bowl sherd further 
suggests that this assemblage of sherds may be from a 17'11 century Caddo occupation. 

More than 70% of the decorated sherds in the A. V. Younger collection are from utility wares. Given 
the likely Late Caddo age of this ceramic assemblage. it is not surprising that 84% of the utility ware 
sherds and 60% of all the decorated sherds have brushed decorations (see Table l). Both Harleton Ap 
pliqued sherds in the collection also have brushing marks surrounding the appliqued elements. Another 
body sherd simply has a straight appliqued ridge. Two body sherds are from Belcher Ridged, var. Belcher 
jars (see Girard 2007: 15); vessels of this type are typically present in post-A.D. 1500 Belcher phase sites 
in northwestern Louisiana. 

Table 1. Decorated sherds from non-burial contexts at the A. V. Younger site. 

Decorative element 

Utility Ware 

straight appliqued ridged 

curvilinear appliqued fillet and parallel brushed surrounding 

appliqued fillet chevron and directional brushed 

opposed brushed 

parallel brushed 

parallel brushed-incised 

parallel incised lines 

curvilinear incised zone tilled with tool punctates 

vertical ridged 

Subtotal, utility wares 

Fine Ware 

exterior red-slipped 

circle and scroll element* 

circle and sunburst element* 

curvilinear and rectilinear elements 

excised pendant triangle* 

hooked arm element** 

horizontal line and excised pendant triangle* 

int. engraved line 

opposed engraved lines 

Rim Body N 

4 

3 

78 

l 

6 

2 

97 

3 

1 

4 

1 

3 

78 

1 

6 

2 

97 

3 

1 

1 
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Table 1., cont. 

Decorative element 

parallel engraved lines 

parallel engraved lines with excised pendant triangles* 

engraved scroll* 

engraved scroll and pendant triangles* 

single straight engraved line 

straight engraved line with spurs 

straight engraved line and excised zone 

straight and curvilinear engraved lines 

single curvilinear engraved line 

broad curvilinear trailed lines+ 

Subtotal, fine wares 

Totals 

*Ripley Engraved; **Taylor Engraved; +Keno Trailed 

The one Keno Trailed body sherd in the collection is from a bowl.1t has broad curvilinear trailed lines 
(see Tahle I). Other fine wares include 10 sherds from Ripley Engraved vessels, primarily sherds with 
portions of the pendant triangle motif (Ripley Engraved, var. McKinney, see Peruula et al. 20 10), one of 
the latest (post-A.D. 1600) motifs in Titus phase fine wares. Also found among the fine wares in the A. V. 
Younger site sherd collection is a Taylor Engraved body sherd with a hooked arm element (see Table 1). 

Approximately 90% of the sherds from the A. V. Younger site are from vessels that arc grog-tempered. 
The remainder are tempered with hone, either as the sole temper or in co-association with grog. 

Based on an examination of the sherd core or cross-section, most of the sherds (67%) are from ves­
sels that were fired in a reducing environment , but then cooled in the open air, leaving one or both vessel 
surfaces with a thin oxidized lens visible in the. core (Teltser 1993:Figure 2f-h). Another 20'~· of the sherds 
arc from vessels that were fired and cooled in a reducing environment (Teltser 1993:Figure 2b), and the 
remainder of the sherds (13%) are from vessels that were fired and cooled in a high oxygen or oxidizing 
environment (Tcltser 1993:Figure 2a). 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

In 1964. Buddy Calvin Jones completed investigations at the A. V. Younger site (41MR6) on Arms 
Creek in the Big Cypress Creek basin and the Lake 0' the Pines area. In his work, he gathered a small 
sherd collection (n=290 sherds) and found and excavated four Caddo burials on a small terrae~ landform. 
Given the placement and spacing of these burials, it is likely that there were more burials at this cemetery 
location that Jones did nut excavate. Rased on the collections we recently documented from the site at the 
Gregg County Historical Museum, as well as notes and drawings prepared by Jones, these four burials 
were adults that had been placed in an extended supine position in a grave pit, with their heads oriented 
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west-northwest and northwest, and a moderate assortment of funerary offerings were placed with each of 
the deceased individuals. Funerary offerings consisted of 18 ceramic vessels from four burials (4.5 ves­
sels per burial), one Bonham arrow point from Burial 1, and one green clay pigment mass with another 
one of the burials. 

The sherd collection from the A. V. Younger site collection gathered by Buddy Calvin Jones is from a 
late Titus phase (ca. post-A.D. 1600) occupation. It is characterized by high proportions of brushed util­
ity ware jar sherds, as well as Harleton Appliqued and Belcher Ridged. var. Belcher jar sherds. The fine 
wares are distinctive in that there is a Keno Trailed bowl sherd in the assemblage, along with a Taylor 
Engraved body sherd, and a number of late style Ripley Engraved carinated bowl body sherds. The plain 
and decorated sherds are primarily from grog-tempered vessels that were fired in a reducing or low oxygen 
environment. The Titus phase ceramic assemblage recognized in the sherd collection is consistent with 
the temporal and cultural affiliation previously offered by Thurmond (1990). 

The 10 vessels we have documented in the A. V. Younger collection are grog-tempered: 10% have 
also been tempered with burned bone and other 10% have both grog and hematite temper inclusions. With 
our documentation supplemented by notes compiled by Jones, 50% of the 18 vessels are plain; the plain 
vessels are small (0.19-0.58 liters in volume). Two vessels are Pease Brushed-Incised jars (one is only 
0.65 liters in volume), and three other small vessels (carinated bowls and jars with volumes of 0.25-0.66 
liters) have incised-punctated decorations but are not Maydelle Incised vessels. There are two small en­
graved bottles, including one described as having an engraved rattlesnake motif on it, and two engraved 
bowls and carinated bowls; one of these had a scalloped lip. 

The distinctive assortment of vessels from the four excavated burials at the A. V. Younger site do not 
appear to be associated with the previously recognized Titus phase component. Rather, the burials appear 
to be from an older component. one that likely dates to the Middle Caddo period (ca. A.D. 1200-1425). It 
is not known if there is a Middle Caddo domestic habitation area at the A. V. Younger site. We offer this 
conclusion about the age of the four burials from the A. V. Younger cemetery for the following reasons: (a) 
the absence of Titus phase decorated ceramic vessels. including Ripley Engraved as well as bmshed utility 
wares; (b) the high proportion of plain vessels in the assemblage, which is not characteristic of most Titus 
phase burial assemblages in the Big Cypress Creek basin; (c) the occurrence of Pease Brushed-Incised ves­
sels, which commonly were made in used in Middle Caddo period types. just as they were in later Titus 
phase contexts; (d) the engraved rattlesnake bottle and the engraved scalloped bowl. which are particularly 
characteristic of Middle Caddo ceramic assemblages in this part of East Texas (Hart and Perttula 2010: 
Walters 2006, 2010); and (e) the fact that one Bonham arrow point was among the funerary offerings in one 
burial. Bonham arrow points are characteristic burial funerary offerings in Middle Caddo sites in the region 
(cf. Perttula et al. 2007; Walters and Haskins 1998). 
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