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The Mud Creek Site in the Angelina River Basin, 
Cherokee County, Texas 

Timothy K. Perttula and Bo Nelsurz 

INTRODUCTION 

There arc four vessds in the Buddy Jones collection at the Gregg County Histori<.:al Museum from the 
Mud Creek site, also known as the Damon Ramey site; it has not been formally recorded and does not have a 
state trinomial. This site is near Reklaw, Texas, by U.S. 84 where it crosses Mud Creek, a major southward
flowing tributary to the Angelina River (Figure I). Bill Young, now deceased, had told the senior author 
several years ago about a Caddo cemetery at this approximate location on Mud Creek. 
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figure 1. The location of the Mud Creek site in Cherokee County, in the East Texas Pineywoods. 

Journal of Northeast Texas Archaeology, Volume 41, 2013 



32 Journal of Northeast Texas Archaeology 41 (2013) 

According to Jones, a total of five burials were excavated here, although it is not known if all five buri
als were excavated hy Jones or instead by other unknown individuals. The four vessels documented from 
the site are from Burials 3 and 4. 

VESSEL RECORDATION FORMS 

SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Mud Creek 

VESSEL NO.: #7, 2003.0lU39, Burial 3 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: grog/sandy paste 

VESSEL FORM: Bowl 

RIM AND LIP FORM: Direct rim an<.l an exterior folded Redwine mode lip with 15 scalloped/foldeJ eJgcs 
(Figure 2c) 

CORE COLOR: F (fired in a reducing environment and cooled in the open air) 

lNTE.RIOR SURFACE COLOR: reddish-brown 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: reddish-brown 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND BASE IN MM): rim, fi.2 rum 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: burnished 

EXTERIOR SURrACE TREATMENT: burnished 

HEIGHT (IN CM): 5.5 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 17 .l 

DIAMETER AT BO'ITOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): N/A 

RASE DIAMETER (IN CM) AND SHAPE OF BASE: 7 .2; Hal and cin.:ular base 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 0.4 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTlF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The bowl is decorated 
with four engraved panels divideJ by sets of two diagonal engraved lines that extend from near the rim (and a 
single huriLUntal engraved line that encircles the vessel) to the vessel hase. The panels arc tilled with mliTU\\ 

triangular-shaped hatched zones, open triangles, sets of concentric semi-circles, and hooked arm elements. 
No two panels have the same wmbination or spatial arrangement of decorative elements (Figure 2a-b). 

PIGMENT USE AND I.OCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE AND VARIETY I IF KNOWN]: Unidentified fine ware 
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Figure 2. Engraved bowl with Redwine mode rim from Burial 3 at the Mud Creek site: a, side view; b, bottom 
view; c, top view showing Redwine mode rim. 
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SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Mud Creek 

VESSEL NO.: 2003.08.789, Burial 3 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: grog 

VESSEL FORM: Carinated bowl, globular 

RIM AND LIP FORM: Direct rim and a rounded lip 

CORE COLOR: F (fired in a reducing environment and cooled in the open air) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark yellowish-brown; fire clouds on the rim and base 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark yellowish-brown; fire clouds on the rim, body, and base 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND BASE TN MM): rim, 4.3 mm 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: burnished on the rim, otherwise smoothed 
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EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: burnished 

HEIGHT (IN CM): 11 .9 

ORifiCE DIAMETER (TN CM): 13.8 

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RfM OR NECK (IN CM): 13.4 

BASE DIAMETER (TN CM) AND SHAPE OF BASE: 8.2; circular and flat base 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (TN LITERS): 0.98 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The rim is divided into 
seven horizontal panels by sets of narrow vertical columns. These columns are filled with sets of chevron
shaped engraved lines (Figure 3). 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE AND VARIETY llF KNOWN]: cf. Poynor Engraved, var. Blackburn (Perttula 20ll:Figure 6-64a-b') 

Figure 3. cf. Poynur Engraved, var. Blackburn globular carinated bowl, Burial3 at the Mud Creek site. 
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SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Mud Creek 

VESSEL NO.: 2003.08.1759, Burial 4 

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: grog/sandy paste 

VESSEL FORM: Bottle 

RIM AND LIP FORM: Direct rim and a flat lip 

CORE COLOR: A (fired and cooled in an oxidizing environment) 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: red 

EXT ERIOR SURFACE COLOR: red 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM. BODY. AND BASE IN MM): rim, 3.9 mm 

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: burnished; possibly slipped 

HEIGHT (IN CM): 15.6 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 4.4 

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): 6.7: maximum body width of 10.3 em 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM) AND SHAPE OF BASE: 8.3; circular anJ tlat 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 0.5 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): There is an engraved 
decoration on the bottle neck, and the body is plain. There are two rectangular panels with nested circles. 
ovals, and an interior hooked arm clement (Figure 4). 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE AND VARIETY [IF KNOWN]: cf. Poynor E ngraved, regional w1r. L. (Perttula 2011 :Figure 6-65). 

SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Mud Creek 

VESSEL NO.: 2003.08.19. Burial4 

!\ON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: grog 

VESSEL FORM: Globular four-sided carinated bowl 

RIM AND LIP FORM: Everted rim and a rounded lip 

CORE COLOR: B (fired and cooled in a reducing environment) 
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Figure 4. cf. Poynor Engraved, var. L bottle, Burial4, Mud Creek site. 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark grayish-brown; fire clouds on the rim and body 

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark grayish-brown; fire clouds on the rim, body, and base 

WALL THICKNESS (RIM. BODY, AND BASE IN MM): rim,4.9 mm 
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INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: burnished 

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: burnished 

HEIGHT (IN CM): 10.8 

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 13.~ 

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): 13.7 

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM) AND SHAPE OF BASE: 8.3; circular and fiat 

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 0.89 

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The rim is divided into 
eight oval-shaped panels by a series of hatched engraved brackets or panel dividers. The top and bottom of 
the rim panel is defined by single horizontal engraved lines (Figure 5). 

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none 

TYPE AND VARIETY [IF KNOWN]: Poynor Engraved, var. Hood (Perttula 2011 :Figure 6-64e). 

Figure 5. Poynor Engraved, var. Hood carinated bowl, Burial4, Mud Creek site. 
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SUMMARY 

Four ancestral Caddo ceramic vessels from the Mud Creek site in Cherokee County, Texas have been 
documented in the Buddy Jones collection at the Gregg County Historical Museum from two burials in 
an unrecorded cemetery here. The vessels are grog-tempered fine wares from several different varieties 
of Poynor Engraved, a local fine ware made by frankston phase (ca. A.D. 1400-1650) Caddo peoples in 
the Neches-Angelina River basins. These different varieties, including cf. var. Blackburn, var. Hood, and 
regional variety Var. L suggest that the Caddo cemetery was in use sometime between ca. A.D. 1400-1560 
(Perttula 20 ll :Table 6-37). 
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