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An Engraved Caddo Vessel from the Quitman Area,  
Wood County, Texas

Timothy K. Perttula and Kim Wright

INTRODUCTION

Pottery vessels from ancestral Caddo sites are widely known across all parts of East Texas, with rec-
ognizable vessel forms and decorative styles that have both distinctive temporal and spatial distributions 
(Perttula 2013; Suhm and Jelks 1962). In this article we put on record an engraved Caddo vessel with a 
rather unique design from an unknown site in the Quitman area in Wood County.

This part of East Texas, speci cally the ake ork Creek basin in the upper Sabine iver drainage, is 
an area with an extensive record of ancestral Caddo habitation sites and cemeteries (Bruseth and Perttula 
1981; Cast et al. 2006; Crane 1982; Jackson 1930; Perttula 2004, 2005, 2012; Perttula et al. 1993, 2007, 
2009). In particular, there are many Late Caddo period, Titus phase, sites and family cemeteries dating from 
approximately 330 to 580 years ago (A.D. 1430-1680) known in this area. The Caddo vessel described herein 
is thought to come from an unknown Titus phase cemetery in this area. 

DISCOVERY OF THE VESSEL

The Caddo vessel was acquired by the junior author’s mother-in-law probably in 1930. At that time she 
was a school teacher in Quitman, Texas, in Wood County, and a student brought the pottery vessel to school 
one day. She either paid the student a small amount for the vessel or he gave it to her. The circumstances of 
how the vessel was found in the rst place are not clear, but it may have been plowed up by the student’s 
father.  Many Caddo sites were found in just this way back in the Depression, as the county records at the 
Texas Archeological Research Laboratory at The University of Texas at Austin can attest. 

VESSEL DESCRIPTION

The vessel is an olla, or short-necked bottle (Figure 1a-b). It stands 14.0 cm in height, and its maximum 
body width is also 14.0 cm. At the neck it is 5.1 cm in diameter and the neck walls are 3.1 mm in thickness. 
The basal diameter is 5.4 cm. The light oxidized colors of the interior and exterior surfaces, and the dark 
vessel core, suggests the vessel was red in a low oxygen environment, but left to cool in the open air (see 
Teltser 1993), leaving thin oxidized surfaces in the vessel core. Most of the Caddo pottery in East Texas is 

red in this manner (see Perttula 2013). The vessel was tempered with nely ground up pieces of grog or 
crushed sherds. 

The olla has a very distinctive engraved design on the vessel body, outlined by single horizontal en-
graved lines below the neck and mid-way down the body. The principal decorative element is an engraved 
oval with an eye element within it; one corner of each eye has a few hatched lines (see Figure 1a). These 
oval eye elements are in four panels divided by hatched and cross-hatched ladders as well as curvilinear, 
and semi-circular zones and hatched triangles (see Figure 1b).

There are two carinated bowls known in the Gregg County Historical Museum East Texas Caddo vessel 
collection that have the same oval-shaped engraved eye element as the engraved olla from the Quitman area. 
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This includes a Late Caddo, Titus phase Ripley Engraved carinated bowl with engraved ovals with excised 
eye elements, and adjacent engraved triangle elements with negative ovals  (Perttula et al. 2014:Figure 33d), 
and a carinated bowl with oval eye-shaped engraved elements below a series of horizontal engraved lines 
around the rim (Perttula et al. 2014:Figure 79d). Another Caddo vessel with an engraved eye element is on 
a carinated bowl from the 18th century Kinsloe phase Millsey Williamson site (41RK3) in the mid-Sabine 
River basin (see Perttula and Nelson 2014). The rim panel on this vessel has sets of opposed engraved oval 
eye motif repeated four times around the vessel; the oval eyes are connected by a rectangular excised element. 
The sets of  eye elements are separated by nested triangles with negative ovals and hooked arm elements 
(Perttula and Nelson 2014:Figures 4 and 5a). Recently, another vessel with the engraved eye element has 
been reported from a Titus phase site in the upper Cypress Creek basin at Lake Bob Sandlin (Bo Nelson, 
personal communication, September 30, 2013).

CONCLUSIONS

The engraved olla from an unknown ancestral Caddo site in the Quitman area of Wood County, in East 
Texas, has a distinctive engraved oval eye element. This particular element has rarely been identi ed and 
documented in East Texas Caddo vessel assemblages, but the few vessels that we are aware of have been 
found in cemeteries in the mid- and upper Sabine River basin and the upper Cypress Creek basin that date 
after ca. A.D. 1430 to as late as the early 18th century A.D. Given the number of known post-A.D. 1430 
Titus phase cemeteries in the Lake Fork Creek drainage in the Quitman area, and the stylistic similarity of 
the engraved eye element to other sites with Titus phase vessels, it is considered likely that the engraved 
olla described herein also comes from a Titus phase cemetery in this part of East Texas. 
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