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Caddo Ceramic Vessels from the Mrs. Martin Farm, 
Harrison County, Texas

Timothy K. Perttula and Bo Nelson

INTRODUCTION

The Mrs. Martin Farm site is a Caddo site in the community of Darco, in south central Harrison County, 
in the Sabine River basin of the East Texas Pineywoods. The farm was investigated by C. W. Bailey in 
March 1941, and two Caddo ceramic vessels recovered in this work at depths of ca. 36 and 76 cm bs are 
now curated at the Gregg County Historical Museum. These vessels are likely funerary offerings from two 
different burials at the site.

VESSELS

SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Mrs. Martin Farm, 76 cm bs

VESSEL NO.: 2003.08.342

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: grog 

VESSEL FORM: Bowl

RIM AND LIP FORM: Inverted rim and rounded lip 

INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: very dark grayish-brown

EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark grayish-brown

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND BASE IN MM): rim, 7.4 mm

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed

HEIGHT (IN CM): 5.4

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 10.1

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): N/A

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 0.22
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Figure 1. Plain bowl, Mrs. Martin Farm site.

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): Plain (Figure 1)

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none

SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Mrs. Martin Farm, 36 cm deep

VESSEL NO.: 2003.08.344

NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: grog

VESSEL FORM: Jar

RIM AND LIP FORM: Everted rim and rounded lip

WALL THICKNESS (RIM, BODY, AND BASE IN MM): rim, 6.6 mm

INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed

EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: burnished
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Figure 2. Engraved jar, Mrs. Martin Farm site: a, photograph; b, motif drawing.

HEIGHT (IN CM): 6.4

ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 9.1

DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): 8.2

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM) AND SHAPE OF BASE: 5.5; circular and rounded

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS):  0.35

DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The rim has an engraved 
scroll motif repeated four times around the vessel. The central element in the scroll motif is a large hatched 
circle; in two cases, there is a single curvilinear engraved line near the hatched circles. The scroll line has 
excised pendant triangles that face towards the vessel base, and there are scattered excised triangles on a 
horizontal engraved line at the rim-body juncture (Figure 2a-b); these point towards the vessel rim.

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Two small grog-tempered Caddo ceramic vessels were excavated by C. W. Bailey in 1941 from the Mrs. 
Martin Farm in the community of Darco in south central Harrison County, Texas. The vessels are now in 
the Gregg County Historical Museum collections. The depths of the two vessels suggest they were funerary 
offerings in two different burials at the site, perhaps burials of children given their small size, although the 
contexts of the vessels are not known.

The scroll and hatched circle engraved motif on one vessel—although a jar—resembles the scroll and 
circle motif seen on Late Caddo Titus phase Ripley Engraved vessels in both the Sabine River and Big 
Cypress Creek basins. On that basis, it is suggested that the Mrs. Martin Farm site has a post-A.D. 1450 
Caddo cemetery on it. 
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