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COPING WITH THE COLD WAR:
CIVIL DEFENSE IN AUSTIN, TEXAS, 1961-62
by James Marten

14Peace through Preparedness" was the theme of National Civil
Defense Day December 7, 1960 - the nineteenth anniversary of the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. The day called attention to the nation's
civil defense system, which the Texas Defense Digest described as "a vital
part of national security, a deterrent to war, and assurance of personal
as well as national survival if nuclear war comes." Fortunately fallout
shelter construction, an important aspect of civil defense, 14is gaining real
impetus, and should be accelerated." In Texas, Governor Price Daniel
encouraged that acceleration by declaring Sunday, December 4, "Spiritual
Civil Defense Day." I
t

l

Despite all the urging, the confident pronouncements, and several
international crises that seemed to bring the world to the brink of nuclear
war, by the next autumn ninety-three percent of the respondents to a
Gallup poll had done nothing to protect themselves from a nuclear attack. 2 Residents of Austin, Texas, had done even less. Only seventeen of
the 500 informants in a government survey in that city owned home fallout
shelters in the fall of 1961. Six months later another survey revealed that
Austin had public shelter for only sixteen percent of its population. 1
Obviously, the extent to which Austinites, Texans, or Americans were
secure from nuclear attack is clear. They were not. More important,
however, are the reasons why a small minority of Americans did succumb
to the admonishments of federal and local authorities. The civil defense
experience in Austin, a city about which the director of the Southwest
Civil Defense Region wrote, "he knew of no other major city in the United
States with better readiness plans,' may help explain their behavior. 4
t

The sudden construction of the Berlin Wall and a new wave of nuclear
tests by the Soviets sparked the 1961-62 civil defense mania. In his July
25, 1961~ television speech, President John F. Kennedy responded to these
new examples of Communist aggression by asking for $3.25 billion to increase American armed forces at home and overseas. In addition, Kennedy stressed the gravity of the world situation by announcing his request
for an additional $207,000,000 in civil defense appropriations. It was, he
said, the "sober responsibility" of the federal government to recognize
"the possibilities of nuclear war in the missile age." The government would
establish public fallout s~elters in existing buildings and stock them,
upgrade warning systems, and perform other civil defense tasks, while
private citizens were urged to do everything they could to insure their

James Marten is an Assistant Professor of History at Marquette University, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin.
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families safety. The result was what Office of Civilian and Defense
Mobilization director Frank B. Ellis called a "revival for survival."s
Despite the administration's emphasis on community shelters t several
months passed before any concrete plans were made, and in the interim
family fallout shelters became the rage. Federal, state, and local civil
defense organizations distributed literature on how to survive fallout and
how to build fallout shelters; private companies quickly brought out
custom-made shelters and other survival paraphernalia; and national
magazines ran cover stories and special issues supporting or condemning
the civil defense enthusiasm. Life magazine predicted that with the proper precautions t up to ninety-seven percent of all Americans could survive
a nuclear attack, while Popular Mechanics blithely announced that in the
post-nuclear war United States "it would be a busy life for awhile, but
that "comeback would be no worse than the job that faced our forefathers
in carving this nation out of the wilderness." The Nation launched the
most virulent attack against the civil defense program; in November 1961 t
an article accused the government of using American civilian lives as
counters in the game of credibility, " which was the key to nuclear strategy,
according to experts such as Herman Kahn. "Credibility," the article exclaimed, llhas become what 'faith' and 'dogma' were for the Spanish Inquisition, justifying anything, including holding hostage not only the
enemy's population, but our own as well."6
It

II

The debate raged on through the winter and early spring of 1962,
but, in spite of all the noise, little was done. A Gallup poll late in 1961
found that only twelve percent of the population planned to make "any
changes" in their homes to protect them from nuclear attack, and the
White House allowed the House of Representatives to cut its 1963 request
for $695 million in civil defense funds to $80.5 million. By December 1962,
The New Republic could ask, "Where's Civil Defense Now?"7
Austin, like the rest of America, experienced a civil defense mania
that surged into 1962 and then dwindled to indifference. Symbolically,
less than a week after President Kennedy's Berlin address a lurid advertisement for the Living Shelter Company appeared in the Austin American.
Emblazoned across a picture of a rising mushroom cloud were the words
"Life or Death - It's Up to yoU!H The ad went on to quote Kennedy's
assertion that it was every American's "sober responsibilityt' to "recognize
the possibilities of nuclear war," which implied, of course, that the responsibility could be fulfilled by buying a Living Shelter. One could be purchased with no down payment and with the aid of a Farm and Home Administration loan; the ad suggested that a shelter could serve as a play
room, office, or music room between nuclear attacks. Austin's civil defense
director. retired Marine Colonel W.A. Kengla, like his federal counterpart, reported that his office "was bombarded by questions and requests
for Civil Defense information" following Kennedy's speech. A writer to
the American-Statesman two months later revealed an element of com-
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munity support for civil defense: "Noah didn't wait to get drowned,"
he wrote, "he built a boat. Maybe we'd be better off if the weak sisters
did die off, and then our descendents wouldn't inherit any rabbit genes."
That same month the Austin city council congratulated itself on its large
civil defense budget of $76,500, which included money for seventeen warning sirens, an auxiliary generator for the police department, and a mobile
command post, and congratulated the volunteers who were aiding Colonel
Kengla. One councilman declared that' 'everyone was talking about Civil
Defense. "8
As Austin-Travis County's first full-time, paid civil defense director
- a post in which he served through the 19608 - Colonel Kengla became
the center of information and action for the local defense effort. "We
must eliminate ignorance, eliminate frustration, and minimize fear." he
said in an Austin American interview at the beginning of civil defense
mania, and with missionary zeal he spread the word. Preaching his doctrine at meetings of the Austin Parent-Teachers Association, the Elgin community civil defense committee, the Manor Book Club, Sunday School
classes, and the Austin Women's Club, Kengla consistently remained optimistic about the city's chances for surviving a nuclear attack and of the
eventual conversion of Austin to the civil defense cause. As late as April
1962, he maintained, "I believe there is a good hard core nucleus around
which community-wide interest can be built!'9
To that end he distributed thousands of pamphlets published by the
federal government. Local civil defense officials gathered about ten pamphlets into a "Family and Home Survival Kit." The large brown envelopes
in which they were distributed were printed with important phone numbers,
the various alert signals, and brief instructions, including the timely
reminder "Important: If you see a bright flash of light, take cover instantly." The envelopes were filled with booklets and pamphlets on firstaid t home food storage, instructions on dealing with fallout on the farm,
home fallout shelters, tornado precautions, a brief summary of the national civil defense plan, and an abbreviated version of the instructions
printed on a convenient wallet-sized card. Kengla had initially hoped that
block volunteers would be able to place a kit in every home in Austin,
but by early in 1962, ten local junior high schools and ten other Travis
County schools were distributing the material. Kengla fell far short of his
goal. Late in the fall a government survey conducted by University of Texas
sociologist Harry Moore found that while over eighty percent of Austin's
residents knew that Austin had a civil defense program, two-thirds of them
failed to remember where they had heard about it and only nine percent
recalled receiving printed information from the local civil defense office. 10
The survey also discovered that only sixty-two of the 500 respondents
had completed the twelve-hour civil defense course where specially trained
local volunteers taught groups of ten to twenty adults about attack warning, evacuation, shelter construction, radiation t and decontamination
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procedures. In Austin~ the Texas Education Agency had trained fortythree teachers, but a lack of funds with which to pay janitorial costs
resulted in a paucity of classrooms. Local PTA clubs offered to cover those
costs and American Legion Post 83 contributed the use of their building
for classes, but the shortage of rooms continued and enrollment remained
low. Colonel Kengla estimated in April 1962 that a total of 2000 had completed the course, which was only one percent of the population living
within the city limits, far below even Moore'.s findings. I I
A wide array of other steps helped to "prepare" Austin for a nuclear
emergency. Austin schools devised evacuation procedures~ the city and
county governments cooperated with the Red Cross in preparing an
emergency plan~ and Holy Cross Hospital constructed blast and fallout
shelters. The City Council ordered additional equipment and disaster training for city employees and connected the downtown Muzak system to an
emergency public address system at police headquarters. Several local and
out-of-town firms tried to cash in on the local shelter market, and for
several years during the 19605 "Fallout Shelter" earned its own Yellow
Pages entry. 12
Several episodes provided less than encouraging publicity for Austin's
civil defense, however. In April 1961 ~ several months before the mania
erupted, a front page headline in the Austin Statesman reported "Siren
Alert Mishap Here Causes Panic." A mechanical failure in a South Austin
warning siren had caused it to sound the evening before the monthly test.s
authorized by the city council were to begin. Callers jammed the telephone
lines at the police and fire departments and at the American Statesman,
all radio and television stations in the city went off the air for ten minutes~
and a policeman described the reaction of the South Austin citizenry as
"absolute panic." In May the city was plagued by more problems with
its warning system. Investigators discovered that the wires to one tower
had been cut and three other sirens failed to work properly during the
monthly drill. 1 3
Incidents like these could only hurt Austin~s civil defense program~
and the efforts of Colonel Kengla and his staff accomplished much less
than anyone had hoped. By November, only forty-two of the 500
respondents to Moores survey were working with the local civil defense
office, few had built shelters or taken the civil defense course, and over
half could not give "a general ... description" of a shelter. "The conclusion seems inescapable," Moore wrote, "that Austin as of November 1961,
was not as well prepared to face nuclear war as was desirable, [and] that
there was little indication of a radical change in this situation for the immediate future because both knowledge of potential danger and active
leadership were lacking." Kengla concurred, despite his optimistic assertion about a "hard core nucleus" of interested persons, in an interview
with the Austin American after the results of Moore's survey were released
in April 1962. While maintaining that "a lot has happened since the survey
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terminated, he also admitted that "we still don't have the kind of interest I want to see in the community and the type which is necessary for
community action. "14
H

Despite their neighbors' lack of interest, a few Austinites carried on
a lively debate that followed many of the positions featured at the nationalleveL An exchange between an American Statesman columnist and
the author of a letter to the editor revealed each side's most compelling
arguments. Betty McNabb, the columnist, dismissed fallout shelters and
the talk of surviving radioactive fallout as ' 'just a lot of meaningless chitchat at best," but "at worst ... a mind-freezing sleep-chasing black shadow
that ... gets bigger and blacker as the megaton count mounts." McNabb
included herself among those "who would prefer the poison [of fallout]
to the home of mole and maggot. The shape of a shelter is as near like
a coffin as makes no difference." A week later, Dorris Conway responded
to this vivid pronouncement of principles, expressing their surprise that
a "lovely, sensible woman like Betty McNabb" would write such an article.
Conway believed that to give up as McNabb had done was to commit
"deliberate, unmistakable suicide." Most Americans would not make the
same choice, she wrote, "because we don~t believe in a healthy man's right
to commit suicide and because we are determined to preserve for our
children and their children the American dream of freedom. t, Emphasizing the difficulty of post-attack life and refusing to concede the inevitability
of nuclear wart Conway nevertheless accused McNabb and those who
thought as she did of taking the easy way out; "they'd want no part of
the months of extremely difficult existence after the bomb, no part of the
job of rebuilding a nation with a dream worth saving." 1 5
The true dimensions of Austin's civil defense debate are revealed more
accurately by the fact that at no time in the fall of 1961 did civil defense
become a political issue in Austin. The City Council generally ignored it
unless Colonel Kengla brought it to their attention, when they cheerfully
- and unanimously - would appropriate small amounts of money t often
with the promise of matching federal funds. As Moore·s survey showed,
few non-politicians bothered with civil defense, either. The only public
expression that went beyond letter writing, touring prototype shelters,
reading civil defense literature, or joining committees, came on a Saturday in February 1962, when members of Austin for Peaceful Alternatives,
who opposed nuclear arms and believed civil defense would only encourage
their use and Young Americans for Freedom, who held the opposite points
of view, confronted one another on the Texas capitol grounds. Both groups
handed out leaflets and displayed banners. For example, Ape-ers carried "The Deeper the Shelter, the Bigger the Bombs," while "Nuclear
Testing Assures Peace" was a part of the YAF's arsenal of slogans. Some
shouting eventually broke out, but violence was averted and nothing more
was reported about the two groups in the city's newspapers. In some
respects, this mini-demonstration signalled both the high point and the
t
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end of civil defense mania in Austin. 16
The inevitable conclusion about civil defense in Austin, as Harry
Moore and even Colonel Kengla knew, was that few residents of the city
did anything to protect themselves from a nuclear attack. More important, however, are the reasons people did or did not participate. Although
civil defense programs had been around for well over a decade before 1961,
and still exist today, neither before nor after 1961 was the general public
asked to contribute so much to the civil defense effort. In some ways,
their reactions to the government's plans and to the programs developed
by local authorities reflected the ways in which they chose to deal with
the Cold War.
Civil defense attracted some converts because it lent itself readily to
organization. Federal, regional, state, and local civil defense programs
were supported by many temporary and permanent organizations that were
open to "joiners" of both sexes. Austin's Ground Observor Corps of the
1950s provides an excellent example of the enthusiasm occasionally
generated by civil defense. Mayor Tom Miller declared February 22 March 1, 1956, "Ground Observor Week," and organizers held a mass
rally at City Coliseum to recruit 1500 volunteer sky-watchers to guard the
city against low-flying enemy planes. The program included patriotic songs
sung by a local high school choir and talks by Air Force representatives.
On the day of the meeting the Austin American reported that the response
"has been enthusiastic and several civic organizations are attending Monday night's meeting in a body to tender their services in the Corps." Four
years earlier a similar volunteer drive was conducted by 110 national and
state-wide organizations, including twenty-two women's groups. The drive
began on Armistice Day and ended on Thanksgiving, and was designed
to 4'form a reserve of manpower for service in civil defense."17
Other community and professional organizations joined the civil
defense cause. The Travis County Medical Society established plans for
handling local disasters in 1958, while during UOperation Alert" in the
spring of 1961 over 1000 Texas ham radio operators contributed their time
to the nation-wide test. During the height of civil defense mania later that
year, the Austin PTA formed Civil Defense and Safety for the Austin
Council of Parents and Teachers, which encouraged parents to take the
civil defense course and offered Austin teachers $5 for every hour of instruction they performed after taking the eighteen-houf instructor's course.
Colonel Kengla also enjoyed the cooperation of local boys' clubs,
the Boy Scouts, the Girl Scouts, the Texas State Guard, and the AustinTravis County Shelter Board. The latter appointed volunteers to numerous
committees involved with the shelter survey, research and development.
public relations, and civil orientation, information, and speakers. Shelterrelated groups included committees on site utilization, new construction.
residential shelters, conversion of existing structures, and financing and
legislation. The Board attracted Austinites who were drawn to public ser-
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vice organizations; the organizer of the GOC headed the Board's voluntary recruitment committee, local celebrity Cactus Pryor helped with
publicity, and Charles P. Davis, a Chamber of Commerce director, merchant of survival products, and home shelter owner chaired the manufacturers and supplies committee. IS
State-wide organizations also hopped onto the civil defense bandwagon. An Office of Civilian and Defense Mobilization, Texas Division
of Defense and Disaster Relief, and Agricultural Extension Service program distributed rural civil defense kits through county extension agents,
4-H clubs, the Future Homemakers of America, and members of these
and other youth organizations could earn certificates by participating in
group and individual projects related to civil defense. The state civil defense
office also sponsored a state Youth Council, which, along with the State
Women's Civil Defense Advisory Council, was formed in the 19505. These
groups considered the respective roles of youth and women in civil defense
work. An important woman in civil defense was Grace M. Martin, the
state consultant for women's activities. Her column in the Texas Defense
Digest consistently praised and advertised individual and group efforts
in civil defense around the state. 4 'Our job will not be complete," she wrote
in the summer of 1961, "until every home is prepared and every person
trained ... It's your job and mine to 'learn and live.' "19
With its highly participatory activities, civil defense offered more than
mere survival. The opening of new civil defense facilities warranted
ceremony, as in the spring of 1960, when Governor Price Daniel opened
the ftrst prototype family shelter in the Southwest Region at Austin's Zilker
Park. A month later the national director of the Office of Civilian and
Defense Mobilization, Leo A. Heogh~ flew to Austin to cut the ribbon
at the opening of a home fallout shelter built in Austin's University Hills
subdivision. In October 1962, Harrison County celebrated Civil Defense
Day, where residents could view emergency equipment, listen to a speech
by state civil defense coordinator James H. Garner, and applaud the selection of "Miss Civil Defense." Everyone could get into the act. In March
1961, Austin's Boy Scout Troop 412 presented their home-made model
fallout shelters at the Scout-o-rama show and the Hhighlight" of the Violet
Crown Garden Club's gala in Austin a month later was a full-sized shelter
model. Like many other civil activities, an element of competition entered
civil defense, and articles that reported civil defense accomplishments often
emphasized this aspect. The Longview Jay-Cees were "among the first
in the nation" to complete a model fallout shelter as part of a nationwide Junior Chamber of Commerce/Office of Civilian and Defense
Mobilization project; Polk County had forty·two trained first aid instructors by early in 1962, "more than any other county in the United States
on a population percentage basis"; the Delta Zeta sorority at the University of Texas at Austin was '~the first among such Greek groups in the
nation" to build a shelter in its sorority house; and Texas' "outstanding
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record" in civil defense education - with 100,000 adults having completed
the course by the summer of 1962 - "leads the nation in participation
in this program." 20
With so many activities and organizations and so much publicity, there
was also plenty of room for individual recognition. This ranged from seeing
one's own letter published in the local newspaper to teaching courses in
civil defense. People who completed the course received a suitable-forframing certificate and often found their names in the paper the next
morning. The course instructors, of course, enjoyed a certain amount of
authority and received more ink. Men or women looking for a group to
join might be interested in something like the Grand Observors Corps,
while club members casting about for an appropriate project for which
to accept responsibility and win a little recognition might chair the Garden
Club civil defense committee or organize a lecture by Colonel Kengla.
Citizens hoping to improve their standing in the community might become
block wardens or neighborhood experts on first aid. Concerned citizens
became heroes for a day or a month. The Austin American reported Emmett Shelton, Jr. 's attempt to get enough of his neighbors together to warrant a civil defense course in West Lake Hills; Weldon Stimson became
the city's archetypal civil defense worker by driving his own ambulance
without pay, conducting tours of the Zilker Park model shelter, and instructing civil defense courses in his own office building; seventy-yearold Mrs. Bess Odell Beeman included the Ground Observor's Corps and
the Women's Advisory Council on Civil Defense among her dozens of
. community organizations. The media showcased Shelter Board member
Charles P. Davis several times - his newsworthiness stemmed from the
101;2' by 35' shelter he built into his new $90,000 house, his hardware
store's local monopoly on a General Mills survival food, and the arsenal
of weapons with which he intended to defend his fallout shelter. The Texas
Defense Digest exaggerated when it said late in 1961 that "last year's 'nuton-civil-defense,' " the poor soul ... usually classed with the local
Townshend Plan advocate," had become "this year's community leader"
with a "status ... approaching that of the local boy who made good in
Big League baseball." Nevertheless, during civil defense mania this change
in perceptions undoubtedly occurred in some towns and neighborhoods,
or at least in the minds of some of the participants. 11
l4

The foregoing is not meant to imply that the very small minority of
Austinites who built fallout shelters did so out of a yearning for public
attention. Their main concerns were their own and their families' protection. But it is also a mistake to ignore the huge amount of activity that
swirled around the periphery of the shelter controversy. To most people
interested in Austin's civil defense those activities were much more important than the shelters that few of them would build. For many, their
participation performed a function; perhaps their fears could be quieted
merely by carrying out some sort of civil or club duty, or by distributing
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or reading civil defense literature. The performing of a few relatively easy,
inexpensive, and harmless activities at least partly relieved whatever tension was created in them by the Cold War as it stood in 1961. They did
not need fallout shelters to protect them from the perceived threat of
fallout. In addition, the need to belong to or even to lead some sort of
peer group combined with this sense of emergency to make civil defense
activities rewarding to a number of people. James H. Garner, the coordinator of Texas civil defense from 1959-63, discussing a block warden
he knew, said that her position of nominal leadership "fulfilled something
that was needed in her life": status, access to every home on the block,
a measure of respect. In addition, he believed, the self-sufficiency aspect
of civil defense attracted enthusiasts, as did the sort of organization and
discipline enjoyed by the "lunatic fringe" that emergency situations tend
to spawn. 22
Another facet of the civil defense campaign probably contributed to
whatever success it experienced; many commentators refused to deal with
nuclear war as being different from other disasters. An article in the Austin
American in November 1961 dismissed predictions that neighbors would
turn against neighbors because they never had in any previous disaster.
Closely related to this is the atmosphere that surrounded civil defense
presentations. Speeches were delivered in school auditoriums and cafeterias
while classes were taught in school rooms, offices, and American Legion
halls. Luncheons were served, children were kept occupied with movies
while their parents met, and business meetings were held after the talks.
These affairs were conducted in familiar surroundings, and PTA and
Garden Club members who chose not to join a civil defense group or take
the course could learn "what responsibilities parents and children will have
in case of attack and the feasibility of evacuation" without breaking their
routines or making a special effort. Civil defense became a normal part
of some people's lives - comforting, perhaps even ennobling, but
undemanding. 23
This same process may have discouraged people from participating
in civil defense because they resented the trivialization of such an important issue. When Moore asked his respondents why they had not built a
fallout shelter, over forty percent offered no answer, and it is entirely possible that a similar percentage of Austinites would have been unable to say
exactly why they chose not to participate in other civil defense activities.
Many probably would have claimed to have had too little time, while others
would have dismissed them as worthless busy work. Yet it would probably
also be true that they decided not to take part at least partly because their
own personal needs were not the same as those of their neighbors who
did participate. It is likely that a few actually did not fear a nuclear attack. while others refused to believe in the efficacy of civil defense. In
addition, unlike many participants, they failed to see how these activities
could personally benefit them, socially or psychologically. Some failed
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to take part for the same reasons they chose not to join the Veterans of
Foreign Wars or the women's circle at their church. They inay have rejected the boosterism and competition that characterized many of the
groups' efforts; in their eyes, civil defense may have become subordinate
to the interests of the participants. The committees became ends unto
themselves and the meetings became mere social events. Rejecting the
"well-meaning little old ladies" who James Garner said were in the
"vanguard" of civil defense work, non-participants rejected civil defense
entirely. 2,(
In practical terms, the Austin civil defense mania of 1961 accomplished little. Except for various surveys conducted in the 1960s and the stocking of fallout shelters in existing buildings. the government's attempt to
involve all Americans in the defense of the country and of themselves
created plenty of smoke but little fire. Civil defense became something
people rarely thought about - unless they accidentally ran across the garish
yellow and black signs that still mark the shelter spaces surveyed by the
government. It became yet another function, performed, however inadequately, by the United States government. But for many Austinites - and
perhaps Americans - in 1961, the mania forced them to deal with the
threat of nuclear arms. Whether they dispelled their fears by participating
to some degree in civil defense or rejected civil defense because they perceived the situation to be far less superficial than many of the activities
surrounding it or because they failed to benefit in any way from it, these
people were all learning to cope with the Cold War. Harry Moore may
have been unfair when he introduced his survey of Austin's attitudes
toward fallout shelters with an old Spanish proverb: "In the world of the
blind, a one-eyed man is king." On the contrary, many Austinites knew
exactly what they were doing.
NOTES
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CHAPLAIN NICHOLAS A. DAVIS
MAN OF ACTION AND ACCOMPLISHMENT

by S.B. Bedinger
On the portice of the imposing First Presbyterian Church in Jacksonville, Texas, there is an official Texas State Marker. It states:
Born in Alabama in 1824. Entered Presbyterian ministry. Moved to
Texas 1857. Farmed and preached. At start of Civil War joined 4th
Texas Infantry and went with troops to Virginia. As a Confederate
Chaplain had same pay and rations as private and no status privileges.
Duties included religious services, lessons, counseling. funerals, baptism, sick visits, removal of wounded and dead from battle fields.
Handled mail with special attention for men who could not read and
write. Worked to get better troup (sic) living conditions. Established
hospital wards. Because newspapers gave Virginians credit for Texas
boy's victories, published 1863 in Richmond his "Campaign from
Texas to Maryland". A Houston editor gave homefolk news few
soldiers could tell. After War returned to farming, building churches
and preaching over the state. For many years was a Trinity University
trustee. Established the first commercial orchard at Jacksonville and
started the development which mak.es the area foremost in Texas fruit
growing. Pioneered use of insecticides, better farming methods and
new machinery.
Died in 1894 in San Antonio.

Davis. a man of remarkable talent and ability, achieved success in
many fields of endeavor. He was born in Limestone County in northern
Alabama. not far from Huntsville, on August 8, 1824. His father,
Nathaniel, served in both houses of the state legislature from 1840-1851.
The family was active in church affairs and Nicholas Davis became
a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church at Shoalford, Alabama
while quite young. When about twenty years of age he experienced the
call to the gospel ministry and was received as a candidate by the Tennessee Presbytery. Davis studied theology under the guidance of the
Reverend Robert Donnell and received a license to preach. Before his ordination, the young minister taught school in Benton, Alabama, and
preached on Sunday. Later he followed the full-time ministry in several
northern Alabama communities, including Talladega, Gadsden,
Gaylesville, and White Plains.

Nicholas married Nancy Isabella Worthington on November 2, 1852,
and with his wife and two small daughters. Eleanora and Nancy, moved
to Texas in November 1857. The family made their home at Bastrop where
Davis continued to serve the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. A son,
Nathaniel, was born there in 1858. Mrs. Davis died before the beginning
of the American Civil War.
Following Davis' departure for military service in 1861, his widowed
The Reverend S.B. Bedinger is from New Summerfield, Texas.
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sister, Louisa Davis Bullard, managed the Davis household in Bastrop.
She cared for the Davis' daughters and her own son and daughter. Six
slaves, ranging in age from fOUf to twenty-three, were a part of the family.
In addition to a home in town, Davis also owned land which he referred
to as his ranch.
In the secession convention in Austin on January 28, 1861, Texas
delegates voted 168 to seven to withdraw from the Union. Texas was admitted to the Confederacy in March 1861, and Davis was numbered among
the early volunteers for service in Virginia. Four companies were quickly
organized and reported for service. Others would soon follow, and Texas
would be well represented in General Robert E. Lee's army. This group
of fighting men, of whom Davis was a part, was destined to distinguish
itself on the field of battle as a part of a remarkable fighting force known
as Hood's Texas Brigade.
While camped on Buffalo Bayou, these four companies were joined
by sixteen other units. The camp was located in an unhealthy, disagreeable
region, and many of the men became ill. Much kindness was shown to
them by citizens in the neighborhood and in nearby Houston.
On August 16, 1861, the first detachment of troops broke camp at
Harrisburg and were transported to Houston on cars. Five companies were
quartered in a large warehouse. The next morning they started for
Beaumont.
After arriving at Beaumont they embarked on the steamer Florelda,
and arrived at Niblett's Bluff on August 17, where they were placed under
the command of General Earl Van Dorn, Commander of the Department
of Texas. From this point the journey to Virginia had to be made by land.
Arriving at Richmond on September 12, and stationed at Camp Rocketts.
they were joined by seven more companies of Texas volunteers on
September 16.
Before long the Texans were moved to a location three miles out of
the city where they were organized into regiments in a camp called Camp
Texas. Drill was begun as the officers and men prepared for combat. John
Bell Hood, a Kentuckian who claimed Texas as his home, was appointed
colonel of the Fourth Infantry Regiment, and Nicholas A. Davis became
its chaplain.
On November 7, 1861, the Texans learned of their new assignment
to the vicinity of the Potomac. According to Davis, "it was rumored that
the enemy were making demonstrations on the Maryland shore, as if they
intended a crossing. Here at the mouth of Aquia Creek we first witnessed
the firing of those tremendous engines of death - the batteries were shooting
at Federal Schooners on the Potomac. On the 12th a telegram from Gen.
Louis T. Wigfall directed the men to move forward the next morning to
Dumfries." I Davis' diary continues, "Supposing the boys might get into
a fuss by moving toward Yankeedom, I procured a rifle and 40 rounds
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in my cartridge box and a six shooter with 50 rounds and took up the
line of march with the boys. - We moved 18 miles during the night as luck would have it, the signs for a fight had disappeared."~
The Fourth Regiment camped for the winter on Powel's Run. Davis
mentions there was "much rain, sleet, snow and mud." Here they met
with the First Texas Regiment, commanded by Colonel Hugh McLeod ,
and three regiments, the First, Fourth, and Fifth, were organized into the
Texas Brigade under General Louis T. Wigfall. Later the Eighteenth
Georgia and Hampton's Legion from South Carolina were added to the
command.
In his journal Davis wrote of his early days in Virginia: "While at
Richmond we had Divine Services regularly on the Sabbath, and each night
when circumstances would permit. But after removing to the Potomac.
for want of a comfortable place for meeting, our opportunities were
lessened. For awhile the weather was so unpleasant we had the privilege
of preaching only when the Sabbath was suitable for outdoor services." 3
On March 8, 1862, Colonel Hood addressed the Fourth Texas Regiment, saying in part: "You are now leaving your comfortable winter
quarters to enter upon a stirring campaign - a campaign which will be
filled with blood and fraught with the destinies of our young Confederacy.
Its success or failure rests upon the soldiers of the South. - I feel no
hesitancy in predicting that you. at least, will discharge your duties. and
when the struggle does come, that proud banner you bear, placed by the
hand of beauty in the keeping of the brave, will ever be found in the
thickest of the fray. Fellow soldiers - Texans - let us stand or fall
together. I have done."4
A few days later on March 11 Colonel Hood was promoted to the
rank of brigadier general and Lieutenant Colonel Marshall became colonel
of the Fourth Texas Regiment. The brigade thus came to be known
as the famous Hoodls Texas Brigade.
General Hood was a deeply religious man. and he had a warm feeling for Davis. Hood was baptized by the fighting Episcopal bishop,
General Leonidas Polk, at Dalton, Georgia. in May 1864.
Davis speaks of the terrors of conflict during the Battle of Seven Pines.
May 31, 1862: "The wounded were being brought in all night; quite a
number reached the field infirmary before dark - I spent the greater portion of the night assisting to dress and alleviate suffering. The engagement was renewed at daylight June 1. The enemy had been reinforced during the night, but were repulsed. At 10:00 o'clock firing ceased, leaving
the Confederates in possession of all their positions and batteries except
one, several hundred prisoners, a large quantity of camp equipage, small
arms, ammunition, etc." 5
On one occasion Davis met Generals Robert E. Lee and Joseph E.
Johnston and President Jefferson Davis riding at speed, and going not

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

17

only upon the field, but directly under fire. Davis complained bitterly about
the treatment accorded wounded Texans. Following the Battle of Gaines
Farm, he wrote in his diary that hospitals were understaffed and short
of medical supplies. "Some of the surgeons did their duty and some of
their wards were under the circumstances well kept. But this was not the
case with all - no not one half. - Crowded unsanitary conditions.
Wounded soldiers from Hood's Brigade for the most part were placed
in the Chimborazo Hospital, the worst of the 10t."6 Davis made his complaints to the newspapers in Richmond and Houston. He praised the ladies
of Richmond who "were seen through all the day hovering round these
scenes of suffering; like convoys of ministering angels on errands of love.
And they would not only come and bring such things as make the sick
man glad, but would see that his sheets and clothes were changed - then
with their soups, meats, cakes and teas, appease the hunger and revive
the drooping spirits with well flavored wines and cordials, and talk with
words of sweetness of one's mother and home."7
Following the Confederate's second decisive victory at Manassas (Bull
Run), Chaplain Davis expressed himself as being unconcerned as to the
influence it might have abroad, and that the South should look. not to
other nations for help, but to the One who made the nations. Davis was
fiercely loyal to the Southern cause and institutions. As a chaplain, he
did not hold the rank of an officer. The Confederate Congressional Act
concerning the status of chaplains stated, "Chaplains in the army be, and
they are hereby, allowed the same rations as privates. HI Individual performance and character determined the chaplain's acceptance by the officers of his regiment and brigade. Davis was a man of high principles,
and combined with his concern for the men and their needs, he earned
the genuine liking and respect of both officers and men. While officially
he was chaplain of the Fourth Texas Infantry Regiment, C.S.A., he came
to be known by many as the Chaplain of Hood's Texas Brigade.
Davis was described as a fine looking man in his new chaplain's
uniform. After receiving his first pay, he visited a tailor to be measured
for coat. pants, and vest. He also acquired a pair of boots and a flannel
shirt and two pairs of flannel drawers at a total cost of $45.50, all at his
own expense. The Richmond Enquirer published a letter from a minister
describing the splendid appearance of Davis in this manner, "I observed
a chaplain (Rev. Nicholas A. Davis of Texas) in uniform yesterday, which
uniform I admired above anything I have yet seen. A suit of black clothing
stait breasted, with one row of brass buttons, and simple pointed cuff
with small olive branch about six inches long, running up the sleeve. We
learned it was made by C. Wendlinger, No. 146 Main St. No stripes on
pants. "9
There is no doubt that many chaplains found it difficult to get by
on the monthly salary of $50. Davis, in addition to the home in Bastrop,
owned land, and the returns from his stock farm seems to have brought
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in sufficient income for his families' needs in Texas.
Baptisms, attention shown the sick and wounded, funeral services,
and preaching services when possible, were aU a part of the chaplain's
schedule. Davis' reputation as a preacher soon became well-known. He
mentioned in his diary that a number of citizens joined in the services.
When activity would permit, as many as 200 or more sometimes would
be present for a single service. And although he was a Cumberland
Presbyterian minister, Davis' 'immersed Charles Barhan of Captain Martin's camp" .10
Davis often admonished the men concerning their responsibilities as
representatives of the Lone Star State, as seen from his diary: "Read the
121 Psalm - talked about 20 ms., good order and attention. My object
was to show importance of an upright walk and especially to the young
men, that they hereafter be judged by their conduct in camp. They are
representatives of Texas and should keep an eye to the honor of our state.
And they should remember that they are the Repre. of a Christian nation, and if they would have God to preserve their 'going out & their coming in' they should 'look to the hill wherest cometh our help'. I feel to
enjoy a great deal of comforts of the religion of the Lord Jesus Christ
notwithstanding I am in the midst [of] very wicked and vulgarly profane
men. a my God, in life or death I am thine." 1 1
Davis' admiration for General Hood was expressed in his diary: "I
am proud to report that Hood has been made a Major General, and the
president has ordered the desired number of Texans; and a messenger has
gone to bring them forward. We will hail their coming with pleasure, and
promise them a leader, one of the best officers in the Confederacy, who
has never been incapacitated for a single moment from commanding his
men by intemperance; nor been absent from the post of duty twenty four
hours, from the time he took command of the 4th (Tex. reg.) (Oct. 1,
1861) up to present time December 25, 1862."12
Davis reported in his diary: "In the earlier part of the campaign, the
sick and wounded suffered much for the want of efficient surgeons, nurses,
medicines and hospital room and appliances generally, Many of them
(surgeons) - had never dressed a gun shot wound. This was frequently
- more our misfortune, than a fault on their part. There are now scores
of young men, who had never begun the practice of medicine, much better practical surgeons than any of the surgeons, in whose hands the knife
was placed, except a comparatively small number. And while the young
men have been thus qualifying themselves. the older ones have been making more than equal advancement. t l 11
Davis also pointed out improvements in all various appliances, more
room, and while the supply medicine was yet limited, "the nurses have
acquired skill and aptness in their duties, which in a great measure lessens
the annoyance and pain of the sufferers. The Rules and Regulations have
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also been systematized and adapted to the comfort of the patients, as well
as the convenience of their friends, who come to look after and do offices of kindness for them." 14
In a letter to the editor of the Whig, November 5, 1862, Chaplain
Davis called attention to many of the men being without shoes. He called
for assistance requiring at least 100 pairs of shoes, and 500 pairs of sox
for the men from Texas. He wrote, £'We are from the far south and cold
is severe to us. - Those disposed to contribute will please forward their
mite to the depot of the Young Men's Christian Association, or the
depot of 4th Texas Regiment, on 15th Street, between Main and Cary,
over Ratcliffs and it will be forwarded immediately.tl l5 Generous contributions followed this appeal.
Services of worship were held for the men whenever feasible, but
under battle conditions spiritual ministrations were difficult. Because of
the confusion that accompanied the setting up of a new camp, there often
were no "divine services." Cold weather and rain at times canceled
meetings.
In the conclusion of his journal, Davis wrote, "Too much cannot
be said in praise of that noble, self-sacrificing devotion, which has been
exhibited for the cause of Southern Liberty in your past history. And I
am proud to say, that notwithstanding all the trials and hardships. privations and sufferings, you have been called to endure, that the same uncompromising, living patriotism burns as warmly in your bosoms today,
as when you first left the quiet walks of civil life. and entered the army
of your country. - We ask you to look back over the history of our
national career, for the last twelve months. We have been defeated in
several engagements, it is true, but it was in a branch of service in which
we never have had but little power. We have lost our little fleet, and some
of our seaports. But how many victories crown your arms by land? - We ask you now, to look at the army, which is the pride of our nation,
and the admiration of the world. It is well trained and well armed, and
stands in proud defiance of the mustering legions of the North. Less than
twenty thousand of whom , but a few days ago, defeated the whole of the
enemies' Grand Army at Fredericksburg, themselves being the confessors.
- And you are also aware of the fact, that while you are determined to
be free, you never can be conquered. May the living God preserve you
from the pestilence that rides upon the winds, and shield your heads in
the day of battle." 16
Davis returned to Texas before the end of the war and on February
7, 1865. he married Mrs. Eliza E. Coley Radford, the widow of Robert
W. Radford. The Radfords, after migrating to Texas from Georgia, acquired large land holdings in Sabine County. Shortly after the marriage
the Davis family moved to property known as the Old John Smith (the
original grantee) Plantation that included more than 2000 acres in Sabine
County. It was a part of the Radford estate. Davis continued to preach
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in the area. The family moved to Milam in the same county before the
1870 census. The Davis household included fourteen persons. white and
black. In addition to the two daughters by his first marriage, there were
Mary Eliza, aged three, and the two-year old twins, John Hood and
Franklin Corey. Davis' sister, Mrs. Bullard, had died, and her daughter
had married. A seventeen-year old nephew, Draper, remained a part of
the household. There were two laborers, one white and one Negro, and
four Negro servants. The Davis family moved from Milam to Rusk in
Cherokee County shortly after the census of J 870, where Davis became
a prominent citizen. The family continued to own land in Sabine County.
As late as 1881, tax receipts showed 3503 acres in fOUf tracts.
The minister's love for the land led to his establishment of peach orchards and nurseries at Rusk. Later he established the first commercial
orchard at Jacksonville, and pioneered better farming methods. He was
public spirited, and one of his interests led to the establishment of the
Rusk Transportation Company. The purpose of the organization was to
obtain a railroad for Rusk. His journal states how the first railway missed
Rusk: "On May 2, 1872, the incorporators secured a charter for the Rusk
Transportation Co. to build and operate a first class tram railway or horse
car road from any point on the I. and G. N. to Rusk." 11
The Rusk Transportation Company named Nicholas A. Davis president and financial agent. Another prominent Rusk citizen, S.B. Barron,
was named secretary. Lieutenant Barron had distinguished himself as a
soldier of the Confederacy. Later he wrote The Lone Star Defenders. Ii
Like Davis, Barron was a native of northern Alabama. He came to Texas
with his widowed sister and her child in 1859. In 1860 he was living in
Rusk; early in 1861 t he joined a company of volunteers in Rusk named
the Lone Star Defenders. Frank M. Taylor was elected captain of the
group. These men gained fame as an important part of Ross' Brigade.
The first tram line contributed by the transportation company ran
from Rusk to Reynolds, the nearest point on the I. and G. N. Railroad
about three miles west of Jacksonville, and regular trips began on May
25, 1875. A Texas Historical Marker on F.M. 347 near Jacksonville tells
the story:
OLD RUSK TRAMWAY
(Road bed visible behind Marker)
Equipped with pine rails that warped out of shape and a speed often
exceeded by mule wagons. The Rusk Tram began operations in 1875.
By passed 2 years later by another railroad, local citizens rejoiced over
the $47,500 tram. Rolling stock consisted of an aged street caf, three
flat cars and a steam engine - "The Cherokee". Passengers usually
had to help replace train on tracks before it reached the end of the
16 mile line: Jack.sonville. In 1879 the tram was sold for $90. However
it had fostered growth by helping attract Cotton Belt Railroad. iron
works, and state prison.
(1970)
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Records indicate that for some years prior to 1870 the Cumberland
Presbyterians were active in Rusk. An old newspaper account stated,
"Church services were held each Sabbath at candle lighting." 19 After his
arrival in Rusk, Davis was one of the ministers who served this congregation. Farming and other ventures did not cause him to neglect his
ministerial responsibilities. From Rusk he traveled to Jacksonville, Larissa t
and other communities nearby to preach. In 1877 he was involved in a
train accident and suffered a broken hip. This curtailed his activities for
several weeks.
In 1879 the Davis family moved to Jacksonville where he built a new
church while continuing to preach at Larissa and Rusk. The lacksonville
Church was known as the New Hope congregation. and the minister contributed generously from his own funds to the building cost. Within a few
years it became a strong and influential church.
In the mid-l 880s, on crutches as a result of his broken hip and suffering from heart trouble t Nicholas Davis continued to go about preaching
and ministering to the people. Always interested in higher education, he
served for approximately twenty years on the Board of Trustees of Trinity
University. This institution had been founded in 1869 by the Cumberland
Presbyterian Church in Tehuacana, Texas.
L.T. Shaver. in Among the Worthies in a chapter concerning" John
L. Terrell, a Masonic Leader/' describes the University at Tehuacana in
this manner: "Trinity University at Tehaucana, one of the highest class
institutions of learning in the state t was selected as the school for his [John
L. Terrell's] advanced study. None excelled him in scholarship under the
rigid discipline of the exacting professors." 20
The guidance and counsel of the Reverend Davis was sought by the
young ministers, and his qualities of leadership were recognized in the
church's courts. He was at all times aggressive and trustworthy. A man
of vision, he lived in the present, and following the Civil War, he refused
to allow discussion of it in the home with his children. He died on
November 19, 1894, while visiting his daughter, Mrs. Floyd McGown, in
San Antonio.
Dr. L.A. Johnsonts tribute to Nicholas A. Davis well reflects the life
and character of this admirable and dedicated pioneer minister and former
chaplain:
"In his personal character he was pure hearted, thoroughly devout
and trustful in God; he was clear headed and courageous, he never
lost the courage of his convictions in any presence. He was progressive.
Youth is proverbially the age of expansion and aspiration, yet though
his body became enfeebled and his head silvered with the frost of years,
he never became old in heart; he always lived in the present, and the
future which to him was full of happy realizations of the noblest ideals
of life. He was aggressive; he would fight for the right as he saw it
on any field. and he always went in to conquer. In friendships, he was
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strong and enduring; he grasped his friends to him with hoods of steel.
It is safe to say he never lost a warm personal friend who was worthy
of his esteem. "21
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A JOHNNY REB IN SIBLEY'S NEW MEXICO CAMPAIGN:
REMINISCENCES OF PVT. HENRY C. WRIGHT, 1861-1862
Part II
edited by Michael L. Tate
Following their February 21, 1862 victory at Valverde, the Confederate troops continued their relentless pursuit northward. The subsequent Union retreats from Albuquerque and Santa Fe seemed to assure
General Henry Hopkins Sibley's control of the territory and his ultimate
advance toward the lucrative mining district around Denver. Before this
brilliant maneuver could be achieved, the two armies met at Glorieta Pass
and fought the decisive battle of the New Mexico campaign.
Although Private Henry C. Wright participated in this chaotic combat, he offers little detail of the events in his memoirs. Instead he focuses
upon the period of his capture and release from March-June. 1862. Loyalty
to his wounded friend. Sergeant John T. Poe, compelled Wright to remain behind rather than retreat with the main Confederate column. While
a captive Wright demonstrated considerable resourcefulness in protecting
and caring for the wounded as well as in negotiating his own release. Here
we have the story of both pettiness and compassion, as various Union
officers dealt in contrasting ways with this lowly private. We also feel the
sense of danger which followed Wright as he made his descent of the Rio
Grande in an attempt to rejoin his regiment.

******
When we started, our poor boys found that a march of ten miles over
those sand hills, loaded down with the things they were obliged to carry,
made them so sore and tired that for many days they could hardly drag
themselves along. Fortunately for me, owing to an experience I have
previously related, I was in better condition than any of my friends. The
days march was nothing to me, and I made many side trips and climbed
high hills to look at the country, and walked so many extra miles that
the men who did not know me thought I must be crazy.
A laughable incident occurred that I will here relate: I would often
stop by the side of the road to read or write, or mend my clothes, or simply
for fun, as I could easily overtake the column when I pleased. One day
I sat down by the side of the road - this did not attract any attention for
the boys often stopped to rest and then dragged on. The cavalry had passed
on first and the infantry marched next - a long struggling line nearly a
mile long. My company was at its head. After them came the rear guard.
Then the baggage train stretched out a mile or more, and the rear brought
up by the artillery. Although the train was about three miles long, no one
MkhaeJ L. Tate teaches at the University of Nebraska ae Omaha. Part I appeared in Vol.
XXV, No.2, pp. 20-33.
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noticed me as they passed. All had troubles of their own. I sat there a
long time after all had gone by - rather a foolish thing to do because a
prowling Indian or Mexican could easily have slipped up and potted me
with a hot. Just as I was getting ready to start, a horseman came riding
by. He proved to be Major Scurry,33 a brave and gallant officer much
loved by our men. He was riding a fine pacing sorrel horse. He stopped
as he saw me and said "Hello! What's the matter? Are you sick?" "No
sir" I answered, "I just stopped a while". With this he began to berate
me. "Don't you realize" he said "that no matter how tired you are, it
is better to drag on with the command than to stop and get so far behind
that it will be hours before you reach camp, and then you will be so worn
out that tomorrow you will hardly be able to move at alL Besides that"
he continued, "at any moment you may be attacked by Indians or Mexicans, so start on now and by the time you reach camp I think you will
have learned your lesson and not want to loiter again". By that time I
had risen and was walking along as he held his horse back. Then with
a parting admonition, he loosened his reins and let his horse strike a faster
gait, but I just lengthened my stride and kept up even with him. He watched
me for a few hundred yards and said '~Look here, I believe I have been
looking up the wrong tree. Where on earth did you learn to walk?" I
laughed and told him I always was a walker. We stayed together until we
caught up with the rear of the train and then saying good bye, he took
to the left while I kept on the trail to the right of the train. My blood
was up then and I pulled foot merrily. I passed clear ahead of the long
train, at last wagons, artillery and all, and was pushing on at a swift pace
to overtake the line of infantry that I could see a little ways ahead. The
Major had been detained somewhat in getting past the wagons, but now
overtook me at a gallop, "Well!" he exclaimed, with a profane ejaculation, "if I just had a thousand men like you I wouldn't give a dollar for
all the horses in Texas." He never forgot me. but greeted me as his foot
cavalry whenever we met.
It was a long, weary road that we traveled and by the time we reached
Santa Fe the men were pretty well worn out, though some of them had
hardened down and became not only good walkers, but fit for anything.
The Mexicans on the whole, seeing we were conquerors, were very friendly
and furnished us many things such as eggs, chickens, milk and butter,
which helped our feeling very much. Very different indeed was their
attitude as we were retreating out of the country. At Albuquerque some
of our men had quite a sharp encounter with the Yankees, but I was not
present and never did know much about it, only that we drove them out
and captured a lot of stores.}4 Our regiment marched on and did not stop
until we reached Santa Fe. 35 This is one of the oldest towns in America,
settled by Spaniards and built by the forced labor of the conquered Indians.
The houses, excepting a few of modern date, were all built of adobe. The
most of them having but one opening on the outside, a door of entrace,
through which animals, as well as persons can pass into an uncovered
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court, around which the rooms are built. Many of these are luxurious
adobes, the court yard forming a beautiful garden with a flowing fountain in the center, but others again are poorly furnished and swarm with
poverty stricken inmates. We took possession of some of the largest
buildings and rested a few days before proceeding. Rumors of an approaching army, however, soon called us to take up our march to meet
them.
I regret very much that I kept no diary or any other account of my
experiences during the war, and as my memory is dull and failing, I fear
that in some things my descriptions may be confused and inaccurate, but
there are some things that stand out boldly and cannot be forgotten.
Among them are the Battle of Glorietta,36 and the events that followed
that battle. The Battle of Glorietta has been and can be better described
by others. I only remember leaving our camp, in what we supposed was
a secure position. We marched a few miles and met the enemy coming
to meet liS. They outnumbered us in men. They were composed of brave
experienced troops, many of whom were mountain men who climbed up
and among those rocks and hills with a facility that we failed utterly to
rival. Then too, they were filled with a desire to avenge the loss of two
companies of their command who were almost annihilated at Val Verde.
But in spite of all this~ our boys could not be withstood and by four o'clock
in the afternoon we had utterly routed them, as they retreated in such
disorder that 1 was told an officer with a flag of truce had to gallop ten
miles before he overtook anyone in sufficient command to half the retreat
and send back details to care for their wounded and bury the dead.
Flushed with the joy of winning the battle~ we were suddenly confronted with the fact that after all we had lost the victory. We learned
that while we had encountered and defeated the main body of the enemy,
a detachment of about 500 men had been sent around over the mountains
to attack our camp. This they did with complete success. They found it
in a defenseless condition; they burned the wagons with all our camp equipment, clothing, bedding, food, hospital, stores and everything of value.
Drove off the horses and mules; paroled the sick and wounded, and carried away as prisoners all who were able to travel. This was a dreadful
blow. We were left shorn of everything, with three or four hundred dead
and wounded men on our hands and no means to care for them. J7 There
was nothing to be done save to retreat back to Santa Fe, some twenty
five miles away, and there command what supplies could be found, leaving details behind to bUry the dead and care for the wounded until they
could be sent for. A small supply of provisions had been captured from
the enemy, and these were left for the use of the hospital.
I have had told to me many incidents of that toilsome march back
to Santa Fe. Hungry~ tired and footsore, they reached it at last to find
a haven of rest and peace for at least a short interval. As for myself, I
had a dear friend, Sergeant John T. Poe shot down at my side on the

26

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

battle field. We had promised each other that if either was wounded, the
other would care for him. When my friend fell, we were in the midst of
a charge. Hurridly placing him behind a tree and promising to return as
soon as possible, I pressed on, caring for nothing but to avenge my friend.
The charge, however, was soon over as the enemy fled in confusion. The
battle was then practically over and I hastened back. but searched in vain,
for my friend was gone. All that evening and away into the nIght I
wandered over those hills, but failed to find him. The next morning I was
told that he had found refuge in some little cabin about a mile from the
battlefield. How he reached there neither he or I ever knew. He was struck
by a minnie ball (fired from only a short distance) just above the heart.
He was wearing a double breasted coat with rows of large buttons on each
side. The bullet struck the button fairly in the center, pushing it in and
breaking a rib, and itself deflected and ran around the body to a point
just opposite where it entered, and was extracted followed by the button,
which was afterwards also extracted. These operations occurred after he
was taken to Santa Fe a week later. 31 The cabin where I found him had
been occupied by the federals, and a lot of provisions were stored there.
I, thinking of my friendls welfare (not to speak of nearly a dozen wounded men). secreted a sack of flour and a bale (about twenty five lbs) of
dried buffalo meat. It was well I did, for in a few hours men came by
and carried off everything they could find. As we stayed there nearly a
week. I fail to know what we would have done without my hidden store.
In a dugout I found a hen setting on 11 eggs. The eggs were still fresh
and the hen very fat. I confiscated her for the good of the service, and
she made soup enough to feed those sick men for two days, (poor fellows
they did not want much) and half of them were dead before the week
ended.
It took a good while to transport all the wounded to town, as there
were but two or three ambulances, and the road was long and rough. It
was here that the genius of a noble lady came into play. Mrs. General
Canby,39 the wife of the Federal Commander, had her residence in Santa
Fe. She was a southern lady and, though devoted to her husband, yet sympathized with the south. She assisted in fitting up a large building as a
hospital and to enable bringing in the wounded she had canvas stretched
across the wagon beds, forming cots on which the rtlen were lain and rode
in comparative ease. Doubtless the life of many a poor fellow was saved
by this invention. She visited the hospital as long as we stayed there and
did all in her power to aid the sufferers. Our troops did not long remain
in Santa Fe, there was nothing more to be accomplished by our doing so
and they had orders to return to Texas and they gladly obeyed.
Then commenced a long hard journey with insufficient transportation, but it was a march that I know nothing about, as I remained in the
hospital to care for my friend. There were several hundred sick and
wounded men in the building; also a full supply of attendants, physicians
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etc. ~ but very few supplies for their wants. Fortunately strong medicines
were also lacking and the doctors were forced to practice nature's remedies
and use cold water applications, under which treatment the wounded and
the fever stricken rapidly recovered.
In the meantime General Canb y40 had marched in and taken possession of the town, but much to our astonishment neither he nor his soldiers
came near the hospital. We learned later on that strict orders had been
given by him that we were not be interfered with in any way.
Soon, however, our provisions were exhausted and our officers were
obliged to appeal to him for assistance. He replied, "Gentlemen t I do not
make war on hospitals or noncombatants and I did not intend to molest
you in any way, but as you have appealed to me I can consider you as
prisoners of war, and issue supplies." They assured him that was all they
could expect. At once he sent down and had all our names, commands
and etc. enrolled. We delivered up our arms (save a few pistols which we
secreted) and a sentry was placed at the door. Then liberal supplies of
everything we needed were issued to us. Food such as we had not enjoyed
for many months was in abundance. Coffee, sugar, and other luxuries
that we had long been deprived of made me think that life was again worth
living. But sad to say, when the fresh medical supplies were furnished and
the old system of strong medicines revived and the water treatment abandoned, the fatalities increased in an astonishing way and two or three
funerals a day was common average. (This taught me a lesson and I have
been an advocate of the water treatment ever since.)
As I said there was a sentinel at the door night and day, but the only
restrictions placed on our movements were that we must be indoors by
10 P.M. (Little we cared for that, for there were several secret entrances
that we could slip in and out of at any time.) Probably there were no
prisoners on either side during the war that enjoyed the privileges that
we did and this was entirely due to the noble nature of the Federal Commander, General Canby. He surely was one of Nature's noblemen, and
all who knew him loved him. When in later years he fell a victim to the
assassin's hand of "Modoc Jack" many a Texants heart was filled with
sorrow.
The ladies of Santa Fe, headed by Mrs. Canby, did all they could
to lighten the sadness of hospital life. They brought us flowers and fruit,
books and papers, and when a number of our patients became convalescent and organized a (pretty good) vaudeville club~ attended our entertainments and applauded our efforts to the finish. After several months,
so large a number of the men had recovered and were anxious to return
to Texas that our officers again appealed to General Canby and this noble gentleman at once agreed to parole them, furnish them transportation and food and start them toward home. This he did:H Here I personally lost count of them because I was arrested on a false charge and
taken to the calaboose while my comrades marched away.
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I could not imagine why I had been arrested and the men who had me
in charge knew nothing about it. The prison to which I was taken was
a large adobe building with very thick walls, which moderated the heat
of summer and the cold of winter. I was placed in a room about 18x20
feet in size, and in it were already 13 Mexican prisoners, over half of whom
wore balls and chains, and worst of all they were covered with what nowa-days we call "cooties. For two days no rations were issued to me, I
seemed to have been forgotten. For some reason or other one of the Mexicans took a great liking to me. He spaced off a corner of the room for
my bed, and divided his food with me until mine was served. He seemed
to be a leader among them and was very kind to me, and yet must have
been a man of a cruel and ferocious disposition for I learned later that
he was there for pulling a mule's tongue out by the roots.
H

Now to go back a little I must tell that there was but (at that time)
one American young lady in Santa Fe, at least we met no others. There
were a good many married ones though who visited the hospital. This
young lady was a Miss Jennie Green, and her father's house was always
open to our boys. I, with the rest, went there very often. Miss Jennie and
I became very friendly and I escorted her all over the city at various times.
She was very popular and among her admirers was the Yankee quartermaster Lein-Cooley. He became very jealous of me and made a number
of threatening remarks about what he would do if I continued myattentions to Miss Jennie. The night before the paroled men left, we gathered
at Mr. Green's to tell them good-bye. Lein-Cooley was present and rather
monopolized Miss Jennie which we resented. Some rather sarcastic words
passed between him and myself. After he was gone (he went off rather
peeved) Mr. Green warned me that he might do me an injury, so now
I naturally supposed that he was the cause of my imprisonment. Much
to my surprise on the morning of the third day Lein-Cooley came to see
me. He expressed sorrow and surprise at finding me there and said he knew
nothing about it until the evening before when he called at Mr. Greens
and the ladies indignantly charged him with being the cause of it. He denied
all knowledge of it and said to me that he looked upon our little squabble
as a sort of a joke and thought I had done the same. "Besides, Mr.
Wright" he said, "I would really have rather had you leave Santa Fe and
certainly would not have tried to keep you here. Now if there is anything
I can do to help you just let me know." Of course, I met his friendly
advances half way. I told him about the food and he saw to it at once
that plentiful rations were sent me. I told him the days were long and time
passed slowly, so he loaned me a lot of delightful books to read. [ think
in the ten days I was in prison I read all of Bulwer Lytton's works. The
Lieutenant came to see me nearly every day and brought messages of
interest from the Greens. In fact he laughingly told me that they only
welcomed his calls in order to get news from me. He said General Canby
was-away but as soon as he returned he would lay my case before him.
I wrote a note to the General asking for a hearing and after ten days I
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was sent for. and escorted to his tent by a General. I found the General
alone and asked what the charges were against me. He replied that one
of his officers had heard me say that I would not respect the oath of parole
but would enter the army again as soon as I reached Texas. I told him
this was an entire mistake, that [ considered an oath to be a sacred thing.
And that I might have said that I expected to enter the army again immediately. but certainly not before being exchanged, but I thought that
an exchange might be effected even before I could reach home. I said
"Why, General. I would be only too glad to be allowed to stay at home
a while after a year's absence in the army." He smiled and said if I would
write out that statement he would have me released. I did so and was
returned to the hospital. But [ was in a sad condition. My clothes and
blanket were filthy and covered with vermin. Nearly all the men I had
been familiar with were gone and naught but strangers remained. I found
one man that I knew and he good naturedly loaned me an old suit of
clothes. Taking off all I had on and scrubbing from head to foot with
strong lye soap and hot water, I felt clean once more. Rolling up myoid
clothes and blanket into a bundle (to be carried at arm's length) I took
them back to the prison and gave them to the Mexican who had been so
kind to me. I then went to General Canby's headquarters and asked for
an interview which was granted. I told the General the circumstances of
my remaining at the hospital to nurse my wounded friend, and told him
that now all my friends were gone and if possible I wished to rejoin them.
He replied that by this time they were several hundred miles away and
he had no means of overtaking them and that I would have to remain
until the rest were able to travel and he would furnish transportation and
send all at once. It was up to me to make an extra effort, so I drew a
picture of my home. myoid invalid father, my helpless mother. sisters,
and little brother. How they would grieve when my comrades reached home
with the news that I was left in prison under unknown charges, and perhaps
by that time had been put to death. I painted their distress in glowing words
and told (what I knew was a delusion) that I had hopes of being detailed
home to care for them. I surely talked to the point for I saw a tear trickle
down his cheek and he exclaimed "You shall go, sir. You shall go. I have
a detail of officers going down to Albuquerque tomorrow and from there
you shall be sent to Fort Craig, and from there a picket will, under a flag
of truce, hand you over to your own men. " With tears in my eyes I thanked
him for his kindness, and, then made bold to proffer another request.
, 'General. " I said, "While in prison I became covered with vermin
and had to threw my clothes away. These I have on are borrowed and
if you can furnish me some clothes I will greatly appreciate it." He sent
for Lein-Cooley and told him what was wanted. I then again thanked the
General and bade him good-bye feeling in my heart that I had met and
parted with a noble man. Lein-Cooley took me over to the Commissary
and introduced me to the sergeant in charge as a friend of his, and told
him to furnish me everything I needed. Knowing I would be afoot and
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could carry but little I contented myself with one good suit, a good pair
of stout walking shoes, a blanket, and an overcoat. Also a canteen and
a haversack. Thanking Lien-Cooley I bade him good-bye and parted from
him with very friendly feelings. After supper at the hospital I went down
to Mr. Green's to spend the evening. I met with a warm welcome, and when
I told them good-bye felt that 1 was leaving real friends. Miss Jennie gave
me a letter of introduction to a Capt. Allen at Albuquerque whom she
said was a great friend of hers. In the morning at headquarters I met a
lot of officers with a few soldiers as escort. They furnished me a horse
and we had a pleasant ride of some thirty miles reaching Albuquerque
before sundown. I found and presented my note to Capt. Allen. He was
much pleased at hearing from Miss Jennie and treated me with much kind·
ness, taking me to his room and giving me a nice bed. After a good supper he invited me to go with him to a Mexican ball where I met and danced
with some very pretty girls. Here also I met the famous scout Kit Carson. 4l
I had heard and read much about him and was glad to have an opportunity of seeing him. I was disappointed. however, in his looks for instead
of having the commanding appearance that I expected he was a small
insignificant looking person. The last man I should have thought capable
of performing the great deeds recorded of him. In the morning as I was
starting, Captain Allen emptied his purse on the table of about five dollars
in change. "This is all I have to do me until next pay day" he said, "but
you must take half of it." I demurred, but he insisted, so I took his name
and address, but was never able to open correspondence with him or with
any other of those who were so kind to me. But their actions linger in
my heart as sweet memories of the past, never to be forgotten. A Lieutenant with his Mexican wife and an escort of four soldiers were starting
down to Fort Craig and 1 was given in charge to them. We had three
wagons, one for the officer, one for the men and one for the luggage.
In this last, a comfortable place was fixed for me so I could lie and sleep
all day if I wished to do so. The soldiers did the cooking and waited on
us (I ate with the officer and his wife) attentively. I think it took us four
or five days to make the trip. At length we reached Fort Craig. There I
was told there was no way of communicating with my friends, as they
were over a hundred miles away. 4J However. after a week or more delay,
the commander determined to send a wagon master down the river to look
out a road for the advance of the troops. An escort of half a dozen soldiers
accompanied him. I was placed in their charge with order to turn me over,
under a flag of truce to the first of our troops with whom they came in
contact with. The country was all overflowed with water, and we had great
difficulty in selecting a road over which we could travel. The river was
impassable. At one place, on the other side the water. we saw a great flock
of sheep - at least five thousand. They had been stolen from the Mexicans
by the Indians, who now boldly herded them. waiting for the falling of
the water so they could cross them over and drive them to the mountains.
There was no one to interfere with them, our troops had left the country.
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The Federals were too far away and the Mexicans too few and cowardly
to attack them. Fortunately we encountered none on our side of the river.
For over 100 miles we marched down the river, and as far as I remember
saw not a living soul. At last we reached a famous crossing on the river
called San Phillipi. This was about 35 miles above Mesilla. Here we expected to find our picket post, but the water was spread over the valley
a mile wide and no sign of life anywhere in sight. The commander of our
little party announced that this was as far as he had orders to go. He said
I could take my choice - proceed on by myself ~ or return with them. I
was in a quandary, to return meant separation from home and friends
for an indefinite time· perhaps the duration of the war. To go on was
to face unknown dangers - Indians, Mexicans, wild beasts, and above all,
that I might not be able to cross the river but must wander on down to
some Mexican settlement where certain death awaited any of our men who
were unfortunate enough to straggle there. A word of explanation is due
here. While it was the policy of our Commanders to treat the people of
the country with kindness and justice, yet many of the men had acted otherwise. They had often driven the Mexicans out of their houses and taken
possession themselves, especially on cold winter nights. They had confiscated their donkeys; they had pastured their horses on the wheat fields
(It mattered not that now those fields were covered with water and ruined
anyhow, the sense of injury still remained). Had we been successful and
remained conquerors of the country, all these things would have been
forgotten, but now being fugitives, they felt secure in harassing us in every
possible way. I was well aware of this feeling and knew that I must exercise the utmost care should I encounter any of them. Yet the call of home
and mother was too strong, and 1 determined to go forward at all risks.
The men were very kind. They loaded me down with manyofferings. It was out of their power to give me a horse, but they gave me an
Enfield musket with 20 rounds of ammunition and all the provisions I
could carry. I left them at sunrise on Sunday morning and took up my
solitary march down the river. I did not know but that the sharp eyes of
Indian scouts were following my footsteps, but risk had to be run. 1think
now that most of the Indian bands were on the east side of the river watching our departing troops and trying to steal their stock. At any rate I
encountered none. The river road was covered with water and the only
way left was a burro trail that ran up and down over the mountain SpUTS
that projected like great potato ridges two or three hundred feet high down
into the valley. Over the ends of these great ridges the trail, covered with
round stones, meandered. A more toilsome journey can hardly be
imagined, but spurred by mingled hope and fear, ] pressed steadily on.
I soon found that I was carrying by far too much luggage, and discarded
all except my gun, overcoat and canteen. Thus, more lightly loaded I
plodded on. After traveling some 30 miles, I reached the little town of
Las Cruces about 5 miles from Mesilla. Here the· people ran out to meet
me. Only a few could speak a few words of English. and [ only a little

32

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

Spanish. My yankee clothes were all that saved me. Had they known I
was one of the hated Texans they could have torn me to pieces. I forgot
the teachings of my early days to always speak the truth, and informed
them that I was a Yankee scout sent on ahead to watch for Texans, that
my company - some 50 strong - were an hours march behind, and any
information they could give of the enemies whereabouts would be greatly
appreciated. They informed me with many oaths and wild gestures that
the hated diablo Texans were all across the river, that they had taken all
the boats away so that now there was no means of crossing. With many
threats they told what they would do to any that fell in their hands. In
spite of their invitations to linger I told them I must go on and investigate
farther, that my men would soon be there and must not find me waiting
there.
l

So I hurried on only too glad to escape with my life, but filled with
grave anticipations of what the morrow would bring forth. I kept on some
five miles, and then almost completely exhausted sat down on the sand.
I saw a wolf come trotting up from the river where he had gone for a
drink, and knew by that no person could be near. So, drawing the cape
of my overcoat over my head to protect me from the sandflies that were
fierce and numerous, I sank into a dreamless sleep. The almost noiseless
footsteps of a Mexican walking on the sand~ however, started me wide
awake in the morning. This man, who seemed to be friendly to the Texans
told me that half a mile further on there were two boats preparing to cross
the river. He walked on and I tried to follow, but so great had been my
effort the day before in making this long toilsome march that my limbs
refused to respond to my wishes. I seemed to be broken in two across
my loins and I could hardly step, but using my gun for a staff, 1 hobbled
on, and Oh! joyous sight. I soon came to where I could perceive the boats
and the men just getting ready to start. They welcomed me heartily, gave
me something to eat and then putting my clothing into one of the boats.
I clung onto the stern and was dragged through the water for a mile or
more. The boats were heavily loaded and the men either waded or swam
by the side all the way. By the time we reached the other side, I was so
refreshed that I could walk with comparative ease a mile or two to Mesilla,
where my welcome was increased by two or three papers with late news
from the North that I had clung to in all my wanderings.
I will diverge a little here to tell how it came to pass that I found
those boats as I did. It seemed to me then, as it does now, that it was
a providential happening in my favor. A few of our men had made a raid
over into Arizona, and near Tucson they captured two four-mule-wagons
loaded with government supplies. They reached the river in safety, but
to cross it was a problem, so they gathered up all the boats they could
find - consisting of three or four little skiffs - swam the mules over and
took the wagons to pieces and ferried them with the goods across. This
took several days of hard work. They had almost finished the night before
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I reached there, but concluded to leave the last two loads until morning,
and that was all that saved me for had they been gone, I could never have
crossed the river alive.
(Continued in Next Issue)
NOTES

HWilliam R. Scurry was born in Tennessee in 1821, and like so many of his brother
officers, he pursued a dual career in law and politics. Scurry arrived at San Augustine, Texas,
in 1839 and within three years became aide-de-camp to Major General Thomas J. Rusk in
the Texas Army. Following several terms in the legislature of the Republic of Texas and
a brief stint in the Mexican-American War, he returned to a law practice. After completing
service in Sibley's New Mexico campaign, for which he was promoted to brigadier general,
Scurry distinguished himself in fighting along the Texas coast and in the Louisiana battles
at Mansfield and Pleasant Hill. He was mortally wounded on April 30, 1864 at the Battle
of Saline, Louisiana (Jenkins' Ferry). Rather than seek medical aid for the wounds, he continued to direct his troops to victory. Scurry County, Texas was named in his honor. He
was a lieutenant colonel at the time of the New Mexico campaign, not a major, as Wright
suggests. Handbook of Texas, II, p. 584. Hall, Confederate Army of New Mexico, 53-54.
HMajor Charles L. Pyron led the advance Confederate force into Albuquerque on March
2 and faced little resistance because Captain Herbert M. Enos had already initiated the final
withdrawal from the town after burning the depot and its remaining supplies. The Confederates subsequently captured another Union supply post at Cubero, approximately sixty
miles west of Albuquerque and were rewarded with a large stand of weapons and medical
stores. An additional twenty-three wagon loads of supplies were captured at Camuel Pass,
just east of Albuquerque. The main Confederate army entered Albuquerque unopposed on
March 7 and Sibley estimated that his army now had enough supplies for a three-month
campaign. Report of Capt. Herbert M. Enos, March 11, 1862 and Report of Capt. A.S.
Thurmond on capture of Cubero, March 19, 1862 in Official Records of the War of the
Rebellion, IX, 527-530.
,sConfederate Captain John Phillips took Santa Fe without a shot on March 10 and
a larger occupation army arrived three days later. Federal troops had actually evacuated
the town on March 4 and marched eastward toward Fort Union. Hall, Confederate Army
of New Mexico. 31, 40.
l6Glorieta Pass, lying approximately twenty miles southeast of Santa Fe along the im~
portant road toward Las Vegas. New Mexico. was not a terrain that either side wanted to
fight on. A series of canyons and elevated hills put both armies in a tactical dilemma of
trying to locate the adversary. Luckily for Canby, Approximately 920 militiamen of the First
Regiment Colorado Volunteers, commanded by Colonel John P. Slough and Major John
M. Chivington, arrived to reinforce his beleaguered 336 regulars. Slough decided to take
the initiative rather than allowing the enemy a chance to reassemble and attack the last bastion at Fort Union. The Confederate forces under Colonel William Scurry numbered between
700 and 1,000. Sibley was still at Albuquerque with the rest of the army. David Westphall,
"The Battle of Glorieta Pass: Its Importance in the Civil War," New Mexico Historical
Review, XLIV (April. 1969), 1942-144.
Actually a series of skirmishes fought in and around Apache Canyon from March
26 to 28, the Battle of Glorieta Pass proved to be the turning point in the New Mexico campaign. As Wright indicates, the Confederates actually won on the battlefield, but Major
Chivington's surprise attack upon their supply base left them incapable of remaining in the
field. Called by proud New Mexicans, "the Gettysburg of the West," the battle signified
the beginning of the end for Confederate western ambitions. Texas casualties were listed
as 36 killed, approximately 60 wounded, and 25 captured. Union cavalry estimates were
46 killed. 64 wounded, and 21 captured. Valuable among the eyewitness descriptions are:
]7
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Ovando Hollister, Boldly They Rode: A History of the First Colorado Regiment of Volunteers
(Lakewood, Colorado: 1949; reprint of 1863 edition), 61-73; Whitford, Colorado
Volunteers, 75-127; Noel, A Campaign from Santa Fe to the Mississippi, 34-41; and
various reports in Official Records of the War of the Rebe11ion, IX, 530-545.
530-545.
lINot only did John T. Poe survive the wound inflicted at Glorieta Pass, he lived to
be 84 years old. Henry C. Wright to T.L. Greer, Sept. 9, 1927,2. Letter located in the Museum

of New Mexico at Santa Fe.
HLouisa H. Canby compelled some dissenting women of Santa Fe to tend the wounds
of men from both armies. Several months later, when a large group of Confederate
convalescents prepared to leave the town, they issued a resolution praising Mrs, Canby
and the women of Santa Fe for their kindness and medical attention which had been extended
over the entire period. Private Harvey Holcomb, also of Wright's Co, F, observed sixtyfive years later that Mrs. Canby "captured more hearts of Confederate soldiers than the
old general [Col. Canby] ever captured Confederate bodies." Hall, Sibley's New Mexico
Campaign, pp. 163-164. Quoted in "Confederate Reminiscences," New Mexico Historic.al
Review, V (July 1930), 320.
"OStrangely enough Wright does not discuss Colonel Edward R.S. Canby until this point
in the memoirs, but he does bestow the highest praise upon him, a judgment echoed by many
other Confederate prisoners who were treated with kindness by the colonel. Canby was born
in Kentucky in 1817, graduated from West Point in 1839, and served in the Seminole
campaigns and in the Mexican War. As ranking officer of Fort Defiance, New Mexico
Territory at the beginning of the Civil War, he was soon appointed commander of the
Department of New Mexico. Promoted to major general on May 7, 1864, he assumed
command of the Department of Texas and Louisiana at the end of the war. Canby was killed
by the Modoc Indian leader Captain Jack, while holding a conference in the Lava Beds of
northern California during April 1873. Handbook of Texas, I, 288 .
., Because it was difficult to confine, clothe, and feed wounded prisoners of war over
long periods in the supply-deficient Department of New Mexico, a parole system was utilized.
Like the system employed in other theaters of the Civil War, captives took an oath not to
reenter combat unless they were officially "exchanged" for prisoners from the opposing
army. Following the Battle of Glorieta Pass, 128 of the healthier Confederate prisoners were
marched across the plains to a camp near Chicago, Illinois. Most of these were later sent
to Vicksburg, Mississippi where they were exchanged on September 22, 1862. Hall,
Confederate Army of New Mexico, 37.
"lChristopher Houston "Kit" Carson was born in Kentucky in 1809, raised in Missouri,
and joined an overland trade caravan to Santa Fe in 1826. The Southwest and the Rockies
would remain his domicile for a lifetime as he attained a national reputation as fur trader,
army scout, and diplomat among various Indian tribes. At the outbreak of the Civil War,
Carson was commissioned a colonel in the First New Mexico Volunteer Infantry. He fought
in the Battle of Valverde and was breveted brigadier general. After the defeat of Sibley's
invasion, he would somewhat reluctantly undertake a war against the Navajo and remove
them to the hated Bosque Redondo where they would languish until 1868. He died that same
year and his remains were subsequently reburied at Taos, New Mexico_ Wright's commends
on Carson's unspectacular personal appearance have been echoed. by other observers who
doubted that such a legendary hero could exist on a five and a half foot frame. M. Morgan
Estergreen, Kit Carson: A Portrait in Courage (Norman, 1962), xx-xxii.
41The main group of Sibley's retreating force reached El Paso during the first week
of May and bivouacked there to await further orders. Since supply problems remained acute
and a large Union army was marching toward the city from the west, orders were finally
given to return the soldiers to their home coumies in preparation for duty along the Texas
coast and in Louisiana. Colonel Canby was later criticized for not following up his victory
with a relentless pursuit of the rebels, but he lacked the manpower and logistical support
for such a mobile operation. Victory was still his, however, because by August the
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Confederates had surrendered not only EI Paso, but all of the trans-Pecos area of Texas.
Pettis, "Confederate Invasion of New Mexico and Arizona," 110·111. J.L. Waller, "The
Civil War in the El Paso Area," West Texas Historical Association Yearbook, XXII (October 1947), 12.
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THE EVOLUTION OF BLACK POLITICAL PARTICIPATION
IN RECONSTRUCTION TEXAS
by Merline Pitre
Historians have devoted a good deal of attention in recent years to
the question of Southern Reconstruction politics. The Republicans who
initiated, shaped, and ultimately lost control of Reconstruction programs
in the former Confederate states have been the focus of much historical
controversy. While recognizing that Southern Republicans everywhere consisted of a coalition of newly enfranchised blacks, Northern carpetbaggers and Southern white scalawags, scholars have disagreed and continue
to disagree sharply over the origins, characters, and effectiveness of these
political groups. Despite such disagreements, or perhaps in part because
of them, an increasingly refined picture gradually has emerged on the identity, ideology, and political behavior of Southern Republicans, especially
black Republicans.
True, recent historians have had little trouble disspelling the myth
of Black Reconstruction but they have been less successful in determining how blacks helped to shape Reconstruction in a state such as Texas
which had the smallest number of blacks of any Confederate state. The
purpose of this article is to shed light not only on the ideology and political
behavior of blacks who served in the Reconstruction Convention of
1868-1869, but also on the role they played in helping to reconstruct their
lives, their communities, and their state.
l

Historical and Biographical Background of Black Constitutional Delegates
The blacks of Texas, like those in many other Southern states, did
not take an active part in politics until the passage of the Reconstruction
Acts of 1867. These acts, which declared all previous actions of the state
null and void and called for the drafting of new constitutions, made it
possible for blacks to become actors rather than merely objects in politics.
So, in keeping with their idea of making political rights a reality. Texas
blacks went to the polls on February 10, 1868, and not only cast 35,952
votes in favor of a constitutional convention, but eJected nine blacks to
serve as constitutional delegates.

To many white natives, events in the Lone Star State in that winter
month clashed sharply with fond remembrances of the old regime and
the people they thought they knew best. The sudden politicalization of
their ex-slaves was inexplicable. Unable to understand the activities of
blacks, whites conjured up powerful and tenacious images about blacks
in general and black delegates in particular. Created by the Democratic
and conservative white Republican press. and nurtured by succeeding
generations of historians and publicists, depictions of these black delegates
as poor, ignorant ex-slaves ascending straight from the fields to the
Merline Pitre is a Professor of History at Texas Southern University.

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

37

legislative halls were rife. These traditional images have been sustained
to the present~ largely by continued ignorance of who these delegates were
and the roles they played in the constitutional convention.
To get a better understanding of the men who helped to draft the
constitution of 1869, it is necessary to take a look at their backgrounds.
The black who probably stood out most in the convention, by virture of
his training and background, was George T. Ruby. A free-born mulatto,
Ruby was a native of New York. After acquiring a sound liberal arts education in Maine, Ruby journeyed to Haiti where he worked as a correspondent for the Pine and Palm, a New England Newspaper edited by James
Redpath. Ruby's job was to collect information about Haiti and send it
to the United States to be read by black Americans who were searching
for an alternative to slavery and discrimination. 1
After the American Civil War, Ruby returned to the United States
and settled in Louisiana where he was employed in 1866 as a school teacher.
In September of that year Ruby left Louisiana and became an agent for
the Texas Freedmen's Bureau in Galveston. One year later, he became
President of the Loyal Union League of Texas. With a firm base in the
urban setting, his acquaintance with leading Republicans of the state, and
his support of blacks, Ruby at twenty-seven years of age was elected as
a delegate to the Republican National Convention of 1868. In 1869, he
was elected from a predominantly white district. which consisted of
Galveston and Brazoria counties, to the Texas Senate. After failing in his
bid for re-election to the Senate in 1874, Ruby returned to Louisiana. 2
Another black elected to the legislature was James McWashington.
He represented Montgomery County where blacks outnumbered whites
by 250 votes in 1868. McWashington was born a slave in Alabama but
had lived in Texas sixteen years before his election to the convention.
After serving as a delegate, he remained active in politics, attending many
of the Republican Party's conventions. Siding with Andrew Hamilton in
1869, McWashington ran on the conservative ticket for a House seat, but
met with defeat. 3
From Harris County came Charles W. Bryant, a minister and a native
of Kentucky. Born a slave, he became an agent for the Freedmen's Bureau
of Texas before entering politics in 1869. Harris and Montgomery counties elected him as their delegate to the constitution convention of
1868-1869. Though Bryant was a young man of thirty-eight years when
elected to the convention, after his tenure in this body he did not become
involved in politics again. 4
Benjamin Franklin Williams was one of the most active black
delegates at the Reconstruction Convention. He was born a slave in
Brunswich County, Virginia, in 1819. As a slave, he was taken to South
Carolina, then to Tennessee in 1830, before being brought to Colorado
County, Texas, in 1859. After Emancipation, Williams became a traveling
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Methodist minister. He was the officiating minister when the Wesley
Methodist Chapel in Austin was established in 1868, a church, according
to the Galveston Daily News, which forbade blacks from attending if they
were not Republicans. Combining religion with politics, Williams became
a militant spokesman for his race. As early as 1868 he served as vice president of the Union Loyal League and as such kept the white Unionists
abreast of what was happening in the black belt area. It was Williams'
involvement in politics that won him a seat at the constitutional convention at the age of forty-eight. ~
Apparently Williams made a good impression on his fellow blacks
while serving in the convention because he was subsequently elected by
Lavaca and Colorado counties to the 12th Legislature; by Waller, Fort
Bend, and Wharton to the 16th; and by the counties of Waller and Fort
Bend to the 19th. Likewise, Williams' popularity was manifested among
his colleagues in the 12th Legislature when they nominated him for Speaker
of the House; he lost by only three votes. It was Williams, the land
speculator, mechanic, and engineer, along with other blacks, who was instrumental in the settlement and development of Kendleton, Texas. 6
Two other delegates of note were Sheppard Mullins and Benjamin
O. Watrous. Mullins was born a slave in Lawrence County. Alabama,
in 1829. He was still a bondsman when he arrived in Texas in 1854. The
skills of a blacksmith, which he acquired while in bondage, served him
well in freedom. After the Civil War, he labored in his own behalf and
acquired several lots as well as a block of land in Waco in McLennan
County, Texas. 7 Mullins was elected to serve in the second session of the
convention when McLennan County chose him as their delegate upon the
death of the incumbent.
Mullins' colleague, Benjamin O. Watrous, was born a slave in Tennessee, where he was known as Ben Carter. After being set free he took
the name of his last owner, John Watrous. A wheelwright and property
owner, Watrous was also a minister. He had lived in Texas twelve years
when Washington County chose him as their delegate to the convention. 8
A dearth of biographical information exists on the other delegates,
Mitchell Kendall, Ralph Long, Stephen Curtis, and Wiley Johnson. Kendall, a blacksmith from Georgia, represented Harris and Panola counties. He was fifty years of age when elected to the convention, but he probably was the wealthiest of the delegates. Despite his birth as a slave, while
serving as a delegate his assets were valued at $2400. 9 His colleague, Ralph
Long, was not as wealthy. Long, of Limestone County, was a Tennessean by birth and a farmer by occupation. At twenty-five years of age,
Long was the youngest member of the convention. He had lived in Texas
for only two of those twenty-five years before he became a delegate. I 0
In contrast to Long's youth, the oldest black man to serve in the constitutional convention was Stephen Curtis, who was sixty years of age.
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He was a carpenter by trade and was born a slave in Virginia. He became
involved in politics almost from the organization of the Republican Party
in Texas. He could be found at most, if not all, Republican gatherings
held throughout the Reconstruction era. II Wiley Johnson, a man much
younger than Curtis, represented Harris County in the convention and
was a shoemaker by profession. His slave birth took place in Arkansas. 11
Of the stereotypes drawn about these men. namely that they were
a group of illiterate ex-slaves and penniless farmers, only the one of their
antebellum status as slaves stands up to close scrutiny. As to occupations,
there were two blacksmiths, three ministers, one carpenter, one teacher,
and three farmers. Of the ten blacks who served in this convention, only
three could not read or write. This does not mean that the other blacks
were highly educated, but with the exception of Ruby, who was a teacher,
all the others had acquired a rudimentary education or better.
As to the image of a penniless worker, at least three blacks had some
form of property, real or personal, with the assets of one totaling $2400.
Although the majority of these blacks did not own property and although
the property held by the minority of them was minimal as compared to
that of whites~ these blacks cannot be classified as penniless farmers who
were not interested in the fiscal policies and economic development of the
state. In truth, these men were not drawn from a middle class because
none existed in Texas at that time, but rather they came from a rank that
was far below the ruling white class and a little above the black masses.

Blacks, Allies, and Adversaries at the Constitutional Convention
The process by which black delegates arrived at their political opinions generally involved a realistic appraisal of their vital self-interests. When
the convention assembled in Austin on June 11. 1868, there were four major blocs - individuals with similar voting patterns. The first and largest
bloc consisted of individuals who were loyal to Governor Elisha Pease and
who probably best represented statewide Unionist opinions. This bloc supported the basic political and civil rights of blacks as defined in the Civil
Rights Act of 1866, but was not willing to move beyond that point.
The second bloc represented the interests associated with the more
populous part of the state - East Texas. These individuals were hostile
to the interests of blacks, in large part because the majority of blacks
resided in that section of the state. Fearing the potential of black power
in that area, they rejected the civil rights of blacks as defined by the federal
government and looked for ways to avoid its implementation.
The third bloc was sectional in that it consisted of individuals who
resided in the Western counties that made up the Fourth Congressional
District. This group held the broadest view of the rights of blacks among
whites in the convention. Moreover, they made more concessions in the
areas of office-holding and education to blacks than did any other group.
It goes without saying, then t that they became the blacks' strongest ally.
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Unlike the first three blocs which typified political divisions that existed prior to the Civil War. the fourth group consisted of the black
delegates, who operated in a manner designed to achieve the interests of
blacks. Among other things. the blacks desired political and civil rights
and worked for free public education. ll In keeping with their interests.
blacks took an active part in the ab initio controversy. the first major issue
to appear before the convention.
The ab initio controversy began when Andrew J. Evans of McLennan County introduced a resolution which stated that since the United
States government was constituted by the people and their representatives
in Washington, rather than by the states. "the constitutional convention
of Texas should not recognize or sanction the Ordinance of Secession on
March. 1861. or any bills, laws, ordinances, acts, resolutions, or rules that
were passed. made or enacted since the passage of the Ordinance. "14 In
other words, Evans' proposal called for the nullification of the civil government which existed in Texas during the period of 1861-1866.
Since rejection or approval of the ab initio would determine which
direction the constitutional convention would take, the delegates took a
long time discussing it and were mixed in their reactions toward ab initio.
Some sided with Evans because they wanted the nullification of laws which
granted lucrative railroad charters to a group of former Confederates;
others wanted to invalidate land seizures made during the war; still others
(blacks) joined Evans because the school fund was attached to ab initio
and they believed that restoration of the school fund would hasten the
organization of public schools. Conversely, many Democrats opposed ab
initio on principle.
Because of the diverse interests represented at the convention, it soon
became apparent to the Republicans that Evans' bill would not pass unless
it was altered. Thus, a number of substitute bills were introduced to keep
the ideas of ab initio alive. After a lengthy discussion, the convention
adopted an amendment which stated that the Texas constitution would
make valid all legislative enactments and decisions since secession, insofar
as they did not interfere with existing federal laws, aid rebellion, or
"operate to bring harm to any class of citizens."
That blacks were not satisfied with the amendment became evident
when six out of nine - Ruby, Williams, Long, Johnson, Bryant, and
Watrous - voted in a losing cause to defeat this measure. Not willing to
accept defeat, Ralph Long offered a resolution similar to Evans' one week
later, that would declare invalid all obligations incurred by the purchase
of slaves or debt payments made with Confederate money and asking to
set the statue of limitation ahead to include the war years. This motion
was defeated by almost two to one. I S
After the ab initio issue was settled, blacks and other delegates turned
their attention to other matters. Because blacks had supported West Texans
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on ab initio, the West Texans came to the aid of blacks in trying to get
civil rights clauses inserted into the constitution. When B.F. Williams introduced a resolution to insure that blacks would have equal access to
public accommodations, his bill was referred to the committee on General
Provisions, a committee which was controlled by a westerner, Morgan
Hamilton. Hamilton knew that on its merits Williams' bill would not pass;
therefore, he tried to attach it to Section Four of the proposed Bill of Rights
of the constitution, which was being drafted and discussed. Section Four,
if adopted as originally proposed, would have gone beyond equal protection before the law to equal treatment in the areas of the private sector.
Section Four provoked outrage among most white delegates Democrats. Conservatives, and Republicans alike - because they viewed
this section as an attempt to accord blacks social equality. Thus. barring
some form of compromise, this bill was doomed to failure. Because Edmund Davis, a westerner who controlled that bloc, realized that this section would never pass as written, he offered a substitute bill which outlawed
racial discrimination but authorized the owners whose facilities were in
question to prescribe rules and regulations necessary to secure "comfort,
good order, and decency. t ,
In a word, this bill committed the state to civil rights on paper, but
not in practice; and at the same time the state took a laissez-faire attitude
toward the owners. Still, the majority of the delegates refused to pass even
this modified proposal. They substituted their own bill which only recognized the "equality of all persons before the law."16 But all was not lost
for blacks; while they failed to get Williams' resolution incorporated into
the constitution, they nevertheless secured a political ally in West Texas.
Bills, Resolutions, and Declarations Initiated by Blacks
Contrary to the opinion of Ferdinand Flake, editor of the Flake's
Daily Bulletin, who asserted that black delegates did not add one constructive idea to the work of the convention, blacks did offer some resolutions, declarations, and bills which showed not only merit and thought,
but also their concerns for the people they represented. Thus, early in the
first session, and then again in the second session, George T. RUbyoffered a declaration that "no one should present any qualified elector of
the state from free exercise of the elective franchise by violence or bribery,
or by threat of violence. 17
When Ruby moved to suspend the rules to take up discussion on the
declaration, his motion was defeated by a vote of eighteen to forty-four.
It is interesting to note that only the so-called black radicals - Long, Ruby,
Williams, Watrous, and Bryant - voted for this motion. The other blacks,
for some unknown reasons, did not feel it necessary to suspend the rules
at this time. As a result, this declaration never reached the floor; instead
it got lost in the legislative shuffle.
Concomitant with their efforts to achieve suffrage, blacks were also
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concerned with the right to hold office. Hence, Watrous presented a resolution to the convention urging that the right to hold office be extended
to all men without regard to race, color, or creed. This act was referred
to the Committee on Bills of Rights, reported back favorably, and incorporated in Article I, Section 2, of the Constitution. IS
Blacks were not only concerned with the problems of blacks, but also
with promoting the general welfare of the state. This idea became evident
in resolutions they presented to regulate the practice of medicine and law.
For example, B.F. Williams proposed that H no one should be allowed
to practice medicine in the state without having first attained a diploma
from some medical college or otherwise a certificate from some regular
medical board." Williams' resolution called for a penalty of $500 or five
years in jail if one were found in violation of the law. 19
Wiley Johnson drafted a similar resolution with regard to lawyers:
"That no person shall be eligible to the office of judge of the Supreme
Court, or Criminal Court without being admitted to the bar of Counselorof-law at the Supreme Court of the state."20
Discussion of marriage law~ and reform was also crucial to black
delegates. McWashington and Bryant championed the cause in this regard.
McWashington first offered a resolution that "all marriages solemnized
among free people of color during slavery should be declared legal and
binding and that all the children born to that marriage should be declared
legitimate. "21 After no action was taken on this resolution, Bryant of Har·
ris County offered one of his own. His resolution called for making illegitimate black children, or children of slave parents, legitimate with all
the legal rights of inheritance upon the marriage of their parents. 22 Unlike
McWashington's resolution, Bryant's was adopted and was incorporated
in Article XII. Section 27, of the constitution. McWashington would not
be too easily silenced not discouraged on marriage reform. He later proposed that the personal property of a lady, acquired either before or after
marriage, should not come under jurisdiction of her husband. 2J
Activities of Blacks in tbe Second Session of the Convention
It should be noted that the convention delegates were extremely dilatory
in drafting a constitution. It was not until after one session of dealing with
ab initio, listening to resolutions and declarations, and another of discussing the issue of division that the delegates got down to work on drafting
the constitution on January 27, 1869. After that date, the convention moved
rapidly with each section and each article because various acts and provisions of the constitution had been worked over in committee.
Only the question of suffrage provoked any real discussion. Radicals
and black delegates supported a provision that established a system of
registration and disfranchisement that would exclude all federal and state
officers, ministers, and newspapermen who had favored and openly supported rebellion. But the Conservatives, who managed to get moderate
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Republicans on their side, offered a substitute motion that allowed all men
to vote except those disqualified by the United States Constitution. 14 Rather
than accept defeat on this issue~ Edmund J. Davis and the Radicals attempted to adjourn the convention instead of finishing its work.
When the convention completed its work on February 6, 1869, only
forty-five delegates willingly signed the constitution. Edmund Davis, president of the convention, signed only upon the orders of General E.R. Canby. Other than Davis, there were only two white Radicals, W. Frank Carter
and William R. Tyle, and five blacks, Stephen Curtis, Mitchell Kendall,
Wiley Johnson. Benjamin O. Watrous, and James McWashington. Other
individuals who signed included four conservatives and thirty-four white
Republicans who can be classified as moderates. 15
The blacks who did not sign objected to the constitution on the
grounds that enfranchising ex-rebels might cause them to become strong
enough to regain political control of the state, to violate the will of Congress, and to suppress the rights of blacks. Thus, Ruby and Wiley Johnson
signed a protest letter saying that' 'not only the right of loyal blacks and
whites are imperiled by this constitution, but that the expressed will of Congress has been ignored. "26 In the same vein, B.F. Williams wrote, "I was
under the impression that I voted for a substitute that would include the
future, not the past; I protest against the past."27 Ralph Long joined in
written protest with Edmund Davis, stating that he was opposed to the
constitution' 'except only that part which charges deception and intimidation on the part of its members. "28
Unhappy with the constitution largely because it did not disfranchise
all ex-rebels, Ruby joined forces with Edmund Davis and Morgan
Hamilton of the Radical group in sending a commission to Washington
to lobby against acceptance of the document. When Congress turned a
deaf ear to their plea, this dissident faction accepted the constitution as
a fait accompli, and fielded a slate of candidates to be elected at the same
time as the constitutional referendum.
Despite the fact the Texas constitution was the least radical of the
constitutions drawn up at that time, the delegates to the 1868-1869 convention established a workable structure of government which many
authorities regard as the "best constitution" the state has ever had. As for
blacks, this document recognized the quality of all persons before the law;
proposed that office holding and jury service be open to blacks; and that
equal educational opportunities and general civil rights be accorded to the
freedmen. The education article provided for the opening of state-supported
schools on an equal basis, regardless of color or previous condition of servitude. Despite the convention's leniency on the suffrage section, it granted
the right to vote to "every male citizen of the United States of age twentyone and upward." More importantly, the delegates were able to accomplish
their primary goal - to draft a constitution which was ratified by the electorate on November 9, 1869, and which was accepted by Congress. 2~
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After helping to write a constitution which would serve as the organic
law of Texas for six years, the black delegates returned to their organizational work in the hinterlands, towns, and cities. They helped prepare the
way for themselves as well as for scores of others who were elected to
state and local offices under both Republican and Democratic regimes.
. This constitutional convention not only gave black delegates experience
in politics, but the biographical and political profiles of these delegates
also provide one with some indication of the make-up of black leadership
as well.
If one were to judge future leaders based on the backgrounds of these
constitutional delegates, it would be safe to say that the leadership cadre
would come from the ranks of the ex-slaves; that the average age would
be somewhere in the mid-thirties; and that the majority would not be
native-born Texans. Indeed, this seems to have been the norm in
Reconstruction and post-Reconstruction legislatures in Texas. Out of a
total of forty-one black lawmakers who sat in the legislature between 1868
and 1898, all except five had been slaves, seventeen were mulattoes, and
only five were native Texans. Moreover. the majority of them served for
only one term in the legislature. The same anology holds true for the majority of these black delegates. The larger percentage of them did not run
for the legislature in 1869. As a matter of fact, most of them did not seek
public office after they left the convention. However, it was their hope
that the constitution that they helped to draft would be implemented with
the help of black lawmakers in the Reconstruction Legislature.
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HATTON SUMNERS AND THE
1937 COURT-PACKING PLAN

by Anthony Champagne
On the way back to the Capitol after Franklin Roosevelt had announced his court packing plan, Hatton Sumners, chairman of the House
Judiciary Committee, announced to the other Congressional leaders in
the car, "Boys, here's where I cash in my chips." Sumners' opposition,
given the great power of House committee chairmen in those days, was
one reason that the initial fight over the Court packing bill would be in
the Senate. I
The plan was too much for the conservative Sumners. He felt that
such a proposal gave the president dictatorial powers. Yet the plan came
as no great shock to Sumners. He had realized prior (0 its announcement
that Roosevelt and the Court were on a collision course. In fact, he had
earlier concluded that new and younger blood was needed on the Court.
The Court, Summers felt, had been acting improperly. He had been
angered in particular by its decision declaring the Municipal Bankruptcy
Act unconstitutional. That act had come from his committee and he felt
the Court's reasoning was both unrealistic and untenable. But Roosevelt,
Sumners felt, had gone too far. 2
Sumners had feared such an extreme proposal for quite some time.
Indeed, his committee was already becoming congested with proposed
statutory changes and constitutional amendments, all designed to restrict
the Court. Such proposals were both dangerous and unnecessary, he felt.
In January 1937, he wrote Roosevelt's aid, Marvin McIntyre, that public
opinion was now moving in the "right direction" and was a "natural force
which seems to originate out of an instinct of governmental self protection and is more to be depended upon just now to move the Judiciary
out of the field of policy fixing across the fence into its own natural territory than any words which we can add to our laws." But~ he warned
McIntyre, there was danger that extremism would take hold. Wrote
Sumners, "Somebody has got to know the road and how to guide or we
may pile up in the ditch. There has got to be somebody around who appreciates that there are times when the foot should be shifted from the
accelerator to the brakes ... ." 3
With the court packing proposal, Sumners became a self-appointed
brakeman. All that was necessary legislatively, Sumners felt, was a decent retirement system for the judges. While resigning judges could collect full salaries until their deaths, resignation meant loss of judicial status,
which meant salary cuts could be imposed. Without judicial status those
salaries would also be subject to income taxes. Van Devanter and
Sutherland, Sumners learned, wanted to retire if their pensions could be
Anthony Champagne teaches at the University of Texas at Dallas.
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secure. Sumners therefore proposed the creation of the new position of
"retired justice." Retirement, rather than resignation, meant that judicial
status would be maintained and thus there was constitutional protection
from salary cuts and from the income tax. However, this r~tirement bill
had been defeated on the floor of the House. Rather than support Courtpacking, Sumners decided to try again to pass the "retired judges" bill. 4
Such a decision was, of course, a direct affront to Roosevelt, but,
the stern judiciary chairman had no fear of the president. Sumners had
been in the House since 1913 and had represented the Fifth Congressional
District, the Dallas, Texas, area, since 1915. He was a self-educated man,
rising from poverty to read law and then to become it Dallas District Attorney, a Congressman-at-Large, and finally, Fifth District Congressman.
Sumners had served on the Judiciary Committee from his first term in
Congress and was chairman of the committee after the Democrats
regained control of the House in 1931. 5 He was far from being one of
Roosevelt's men. While his relationship with the president was cordial
at first, a major conflict had erupted between the two men in 1934 when
the attorney general submitted anti-crime legislation that was referred to
the Judiciary Committee. Instead of cooperating with the administration
and issuing a favorable report on the bills, Sumners delayed action
on them because he considered them to be poorly drafted. An angry
Roosevelt telephoned Sumners and demanded to know when action would
be taken. When Sumners told the president that the legislation should not
be reported in the form submitted, an angry FDR asked Sumners, "How
would you like to have your committee taken away from you?" Sumners
shouted into the phone, uWho in hell is going to do it?" and hung up
on Roosevelt. Later a calmer FDR gave Sumners the pen that had been
used to sign the revised crime legislation. 6 The incident proved Sumners'
independence from Roosevelt long prior to the court packing plan.
A fawning biographical sketch described this independent chairman
as "quiet", as '-'studious", as "kind", and "gracious." His advice is
described as being sought by all in power. 7 The real Sumners was a more
complex and considerably less attractive personality. Most offensive was
Sumners' closeness with money. He spent hours hunting for the cheapest
laundry to clean his clothes, tried sleeping in his office to save on hotel
bills, and would not travel by taxi unless assured the party with him would
pay the fare. 8 Even Sam Rayburn, who was quite kindhearted in his opinion of the Sumners - they had briefly been room mates in their early
Congressional days - became disgusted with Sumners' stinginess. At one
luncheon meeting, Sumners refused to order a meal since he would have
had to pay; instead he nibbled food from Rayburn's plate, eventually
leading the usually reserved Rayburn to burst into profanity.~
It was not love for Sumners but his control over the Judiciary Committee through the chairmanship that made him a leading opponent of
the plan in the House. Nevertheless, Sumners remained relatively quiet
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in his opposition to the plan. He was bombarded with letters and telegrams,
both in support and in opposition to the plan. Yet Sumners' firm reply
was noncommittal, promising only to give the legislation the consideration it deserved. 10
Rumors began to circulate in Dallas that a deal was in the making
between Sumners and FDR by which Sumners would get a Supreme Court
appointment in exchange for supporting the court~packing plan and reporting the bill.]1 It may well be that Sumners secretly desired a judgeship l2,
but he denied the rumor. 13 Finally, all chance of a judgeship was destroyed
when Sumners addressed the House on July 13, 1937. In his speech he
shattered the assumption that the Court bill would pass the House if it
passed the Senate. Instead Sumners claimed he would keep the bill in his
committee. Calling for national unity, Sumners expressed concern for
presidential power. He argued that nature, helped by the retirement act,
would solve the problems with the Court. Said Sumners:
As soon as we take the lash from the heads of these judges over there,
some of them will retire. I mean that as a fact. Everybody knows it
is a fact. What is the excuse. then, for this bill being pressed any further? To save my life, I cannot figure it out. 14

That night Joe Robinson, the Senate Majority Leader and champion of
the plan in the Senate, died, but claimed the Dallas Dispatch, the Sumners
challenge was more important in defeating the plan than was the death
of Robinson. 15
After the Court packing plan died, Sumners offered an analysis of
the crisis: Both Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson, he argued, were unable
to see when a crisis had passed and when the American people wished
to take power from the executive. 16
NOTES
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'Hatton Sumners to Marvin McIntyre, January 12, 1937. Hatton W. Sumners Papers,
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4AIsop and Catledge, 4()-41.
lWhitehurst, 24: Nashville Banner Magazine, February 14, 1937.2. Hatton W. Sumners
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"Whitehurst, The Life and Public Service of Hatton W. Sumners, 25-26.
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THE COUNTRY SCHOOL IN EAST TEXAS:
1 ROOM + 3 H's
by Bill O'Neal

There were 200,000 one-room schools in the United States in 1900.
As late as 1930 there were eighty one-room schools for blacks in Harrison
County. In the fall of 1985 the total had declined to 837 public one-teacher
schools in twenty-nine states. Nebraska has 385 one-room schools, while
just four remain in Texas. There are none left in East Texas.
In the early decades of the twentieth century the fields and forests
of East Texas were dotted with one-room schoolhouses. Generations of
East Texans were educated in these solitary outposts of learning. Facilities
and textbooks and equipment were meager, and the teacher-pupil ratio
often was alarmingly high, but students were drilled relentlessly in the "3
R's,t' and a great many East Texas children received a solid grounding

in educational basics.
This paper is based orr more than 120 interviews conducted by history
students at Panola Junior College. They interviewed grandparents, greatgrandparents, aunts and uncles, and parents, as well as neighbors or other
acquaintances who attended country schools in decades past. Just this fall
a United States history student interviewed her 101-year-old aunt who
entered an East Texas one-room school in 1890, and a Texas history student interviewed her ninety-five-year-old grandmother who, at the age of
seven, began the eleven-grade, one-room Liberty School in 1896. Others
interviewed began attending rural East Texas schools in 1901~ 1906, 1907.
two in 1908,1911, 1912, 1914, 1915, two in 1917, and two others in 1918.
A great many of those interviewed attended one- or two-room rural schools
in the 1920s and 1930s. One student, however, interviewed a parent who
attended a two-room school in Nacogdoches County as recently as 1952.
A partial list of the schools attended by those interviewed follows.
Such a list may suggest the backwoods flavor of an earlier East Texas,
and some may recognize the names of specific schools.
Eagle Mill School
Arcadia School
Maple Springs
Mount Gillian
West Hamilton Com,
Wilda
Center Hill School
Cross Roads
Old Salem
Round, Timber
Rural Flat
Smith-Owens School
Walton (Panola Co.)

Fair Play
Liberty School
Michelle Com. School
Tabernacle Sound (in
Jericho, Shelby County)
Newborn
Center Point
Rosser
Enterprise
Smith School House
Eden
Mount Carmel
Landers School

Pine Hill
St. James School
Sardis
Mount High
Buena Vista
Garrett Springs
Harris Chapel
Crystal Farms
Little Viney Grove
Deadwood
Good Hope
Oakdale (Harrison Co.)
Shady Grove

Bill O'Neal teaches at Panola Junior Co1Jege in Carthage, Texas.
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Hopewell Church,
Buncombe Com.
Alpine School
Community School
(Rusk County)

Walnut Creek
Round Timber
Africa (Shelby County)
Bedias (near MadisonvilJe)
Coldwater
Frog Pond School
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Piney Grove School
Bowen Com. School
Woodside (near Karnack)
Fulsom Chapel
Goober Hill

The typical country school building was a one-room frame structure.
Frequently there was a cloak room in which the children placed their coats
and lunch pails or baskets. More than one-fourth of those interviewed
attended two-room schools. Often the building was divided into two
cubicles by a moveable partition, and in a few structures the partition consisted primarily of blackboards. The partition usually could be shoved upward creating a large space for plays, recitations, or other exercises.
l

The Tabernacle School, located in Shelby County eighteen miles below
Center, was situated to prevent horse races. It was built astride a race track.
During the early 1900s the Good Hope School in Shelby County was blown
down by a storm while school was in session, and some of the children
suffered crippling injuries. When the eleven-grade Enterprise School of
Shelby County burned~ classes were held in the churches of Timpson. The
Baptist Church was called Baylor, the Methodist Church was 8.M.V., the
Christian Church was T.C.V. - and the national guard hall was A&M.
Furnishings of the rural schools were simple, sometimes merely
homemade desks or benches. Purchased desks often accommodated two
students, allowing children to sit side by side in pairs. The top of the desk
had a groove for pencils and, in the right hand corner, a hole for an ink
well. Little boys, of course, were fond of dipping pigtails into the ink wells,
so that little girls could go home with black- or blue-tipped hair.
Chalkboards sometimes were merely planks painted black. A stage often
was at the front of the classroom, which sometimes necessitated placing
blackboards at the rear of the room. A long recitation bench frequently
'\
was located at the front of the classroom, sometimes on the stage. Occa- ~
sionally there was a paino, especially if the building d9uh.leg as ~ ~hu~f.h. ,.{ .." \
on Sund~s. West Hamilton cornmwm-y---scnoorfi'id a four-by-five metal
cabinet which held all of the library books, while the Tabernacle School
library consisted of a large bookcase with doors that could be locked. This
bookcase held "general books" and a set of encyclopedias. A teacher~s
desk and pot-bellied stove usually completed the indoor furnishings.
Outside there often was a hitching post and two privies - one for
the girls and one for the boys, frequently equipped with last year's Sears,
Roebuck catalogue in lieu of toilet paper. Maple Springs boasted two fourholersl At Mount High, however, there was only one privy, and the boys
and girls would alternate days for going first. Goober Hill also had just
one outhouse, located behind the school at the bottom of the hill by the
spring. Boys and girls had to take turns. They also fetched their drinking
water from this spring, and everyone, of course, drank from the same
dipper. Students at James School were more sanitary, fashioning drinking
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cups for the water bucket by folding a sheet of notebook paper. At Sardis there was a small privy for the girls, but the boys used a patch of woods
next to the stream. There were no privies at all at Tabernacle School: the
girls used the woods to the north, while the boys used the woods to the
south. On rainy days the girls went to the north woods in pairs - so that
one could hold the unbrella. Boys required no unbrella holder.
Streams and natural springs provided the most usual source of drinking water, although some schools had wells or cisterns. The older boys
usually had to carry the water in buckets. Mount Carmel had rain buckets
at each end of the roof, while Michelle Community School had fifty-gallon
wooden rain barrels with a faucet on the bottom. At Mount Carmel angry
boys once dumped their male teacher into the rain barrel - and "they
were severely punished."
Boys also had to carry wood for the stove from outside. Often community members donated the wood, but some schools purchased what they
needed. It was customarily the responsibility of the teacher to arrive early
on cold days and start the fire. At least one school, however, had an arrangement whereby each older boy was assigned a day to arrive early and
start the fire.
Classes opened with the ringing of a bell. The teacher stepped to the
door and rang a handbell, although some country schools. more grandiose, had a little tower and a bell pulled by a rope, or perhaps a sizeable
bell placed on the porch. Students lined up by grades in the school yard
to march inside; sometimes there were line captains for each grade. There
would be a prayer, the pledge of allegiance, sometimes a patriotic song,
then lessons would commence.
Classroom procedure generally called for the teacher to work with
the members of one grade at a time. Customarily the first graders were
seated in front, second graders behind them, and so on to the back rows,
presided over by the oldest students. In the winter the youngest children
were seated nearest the stove. Usually there was a long recitation bench
at the front facing a blackboard. The teacher would caU the members of
the first grade to this bench, and spend ten minutes or so on arithmetic
for that leveL Then the first graders would go back to their desks to work
problems, while second graders advanced to the recitation bench for their
math instruction. When each grade had received instruction in their turn.
the first graders would come forward to begin the dayts lesson in spelling. It was commonplace, even necessary, for older children to work individually with younger students - a practice which teachers will recognize
as most beneficial for those doing the instructing.
Reading, writing, and arithmetic, of course, were stressed, along with
geography, history, and spelling. Spelling bees and geography contests
generally were held each Friday, and sometimes there were competitions
with other schools, often at county meets. Report cards were sent homey
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frequently once per month, for signature by parents. One former student
recalled, in time-honored fashion, that "I signed as many of my report
cards as my mother."
At a majority of schools the day began at eight o'clock. although
at a significant minority classes opened at nine o'clock. The later starting
hour was popular because transportation was slow and children had to
perform chores before leaving for school. Some former students recalled
having to arise at five o'clock in order to have time to milk the cow and
walk three or four miles to school by eight or nine o'clock.
Classes adjourned in most places at four o'clock, although a number
of schools dismissed at three in the afternoon. The typical school day,
therefore, lasted from eight until fOUf, with a scattering of nine-to-four
and nine-to-three schedules. Typically there was a fifteen-minute recess
each morning and afternoon, although some teachers awarded thirtyminute recess periods. At Little Viney Grove there was no afternoon recess,
and "after lunch was the worst part of the whole day. In those last three
hours we didn't get a break and we had to practice reading, writing, and
arithmetic over and over againl" The lunch break at most schools lasted
for one hour.
Lunches were brought in syrup buckets. Sometimes several children
in a family would bring one large bucket of food and divide it at lunch
time. One group of siblings using a common bucket stayed peeved at a
sister who left biscuit crumbs in the syrup. So she cleaned out an old axle
grease bucket, scrubbing and boiling it until it was clean and shiny for
her own personal lunch pail.
Typically the student brought a biscuit or two in his or her lunch pail,
often with a piece of sausage or bacon or a hard-boiled egg. Children loved
to poke a hole in their biscuit with a forefinger, then pour syrup into the
hole. Cookies were rare, but tea cakes were fondly recalled with nostalgic
appetite. Other lunch foods ran the gamut of East Texas country fare:
turnip greens, cornbread, black-eyed peas, fried squirrel, fried chicken,
buttermilk carried in a fruit jar, sweet potatoes, gingerbread, rice pudding,
syrup cookies, home-cured ham, and fried pies. Neighborhood dogs knew
when lunch was on the school grounds, and haunted these outdoor lunchrooms for scraps.
Although some children sat on a log or wandered into the woods to
enjoy a leisurely lunch, more often the food was gobbled down so that
the balance of the hour could be devoted to play. Playground equipment
was often non-existent or, at best, primitive: perhaps a rope swing or a
see-saw or a flying jenny. All that was required for a flying jenny was
a good-sized tree stump in the school yard and a split log, perhaps with
a board fastened to each end of the log for seats. A child sat at each end
of the log, while a large student began spinning the log on the stump with
increasing speed. One ex-student said: "if a kid wouldn't ride the spinning
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they just weren't with it!"

Sometimes a jumping board was placed across a fallen log. A child
would stand on the "down" end and another child would jump on the
other end to see how high he could make the other go. HSometimes the
board would aplit which made this a bit dangerolis." An East Texas variation of rolling the hoop was called paddle wheel: a wagon wheel rim would
be rolled as far as possible by a child using a stick, which would have
a piece of board or old tobacco can bent into· a U-shape across the bottom as a guide.
Other games were traditional: jacks, hopscotch, jump rope, pitching
horse shoes, wrestling, foot races, blind man's bluff, marbles, olley olley
oxen, leap frog, hide-and-go-seek, hide 'n switch (someone would hide
a switch ... ), red rover, tin cannelina (a combination of hide-and-go-seek
and kick-the-can), spin-the-top, goose and gander, tag~ pop the whip, ringaround-the-rosy, drop the handkerchief, little house on the hill, throw the
ball over the school, Annie over, and ring plays. Slightly more obscure
games included chicken in the crane crow, the flying Dutchman~ spin buttons, cross line, what my game, and Little Sally Walker. In the latter game,
children formed a circle and the one in the middle is "Little Sally Walker
sittin' in the saucer, In and out the window." The circled children hold
hands and weave in and out. A game with a strong East Texas influence
was fox and dog: "One kid would take off running and a pack of kids
would come running after him." Another traditional pasttime for East
Texas girls was arranging play houses out of pine straw: one woman
remembered that she and her schoolmates "hung pretty pictures on trees
and bushes." Sometimes boys would pull up logs so that the kids would
play church: '4A boy would preach while the other children would sing
and shout. "
Always popular among boys was mumble-peg. Depending upon how
the blade landed, the knife artist was awarded 25, 50, 75 or 100 points.
The first boy to accumulate 500 points was the winner. The last boy had
to pull a wooden peg out of the ground with his teeth, with a mouthful
of dirt and grass as a bonus. Basketball on an outdoor court was a favorite,
along with some variation of baseball- scrub or town ball or cat 'n bat
ball.
Discipline was simple: paddling~ switching, or rapping small children
across the palms with a ruler. If a whipping was necessary, a note
sometimes was sent home requesting similar treatment from the father.
Transgressors at times were ordered to draw a circle on the blackboard,
then stand for a required period of time with their nose inside the circle.
Evildoers also were forced to stand in a corner, and at least one teacher
compelled mischief makers to stand for thirty minutes on one foot! In
one school the older children were seated in the front rows, presumably
so that they would be easier to control.
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Punishable sins included throwing spitwads or writing notes. Since
notes often were of a romantic nature, students were mortified to have
them intercepted, and at Good Hope they 4 'were dropped down the wall
through a knot hole, where they remain to this day. Sample verses
include:
H

Roses are Red, violets are blue,
sugar is sweet and so are you.
The ocean is wide, the sea is deep.
Darling I long to lie in your arms, asleep.
A ball of mud on a stick of wood
A kiss from you would do me good
The road is wide and you can't step it
I love you and you can't hep it.

One critic observed: "As you can see, there were some real poets in the
good old days." In 1906 a first-grader had an experience with a young
poet: "I had an eye defect caused by whooping cough. When we would
sing 'I would not be denied ... ,' a boy behind me sang, 'I would not be
cross-eyed.' "
At one Panola County school a boy received •'many a whippin' "
at home because his older sister was the teacher. One old man who obviously was rambunctious as a boy reminisced that he occasionally brought
homemade toys to school. Once he shot a teacher over the eye with an
arrow as she turned around. It was his worst trouble, followed by his worst
whipping. At one school the children, when the teacher's back was turned,
liked to flick ink from their pen staffs - it "would splatter all across the
room."
During a wet East Texas freeze, several boys at Tabernacle School
plugged up the hole in a hornets' nest with ice. The nest was placed near
the old wood heater. When the teacher lit the fire, the ice melted and
hornets swarmed through the school, which promptly was dismissed. In
1928, at the Caddel School near Broaddus, a first-year teacher found her
whippings ineffective on older boys, including one lad who threatened to
cut her thoat if she punished him. At the Eagle Mill School in 1917 a
mischievous girl crept outside and threw sweet-gum balls in through an
open window. A first-grade girl seated by the window was snatched up
by the teacher and accused of the crime. Despite vigorous protests by the
entire class that she was innocent, the teacher whipped her anyway whereupon an older boy gallantly stood and cut his palm with his
pocketknife each time a lick was delivered. When the boy also threatened
to cut the teacher, the guilty girl became so alarmed that she came forward with a confession. The teacher apologized and the woman who was
whipped "said that everything turned out alright except the boy had a
very sore hand for awhile."
In earlier one-foom schools the only book common to most Texas
families was the King James Version of the Bible. A teacher at Fulsom
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Chapel taught from the Bible every other day. Until well into the twentieth century many Texas country schools did not provide textbooks, causing parents to purchase any books that were utilized. A Baby Ray primer
or Blue Back speller might be handed down from father to son and from
brother to sister. At the West Hamilton Community School, textbooks
were bought from city schools, always in poor condition. More than one
mother sewed book bags for her children from old feed sacks.
Supplies were limited: one first-grader had-to bring only a cedar pencil
and horse feed. A Red Man or Big Chief tablet and one or two pencils
served most schoolchildren~ while precious pencils were secured by a loop
of string around the neck of a child. Supplementary supplies might include
crayons, paste, or a slate. One poor family of five children shared one
pencil per month. The mother would cut the pencil into five pieces: the
most desired piece, of course, was the one with the eraser. These children
would extract paper bags from the garbage for their paper, or erase what
was already written and re-use a sheet of notebook paper.
At Christmas children would disperse into the woods to find a tree.
Older boys sometimes would cut the largest holly tree with berries that
could be jammed inside the schoolhouse. Children would decorate the tree
with paper chains, popcorn strings~ and flour - to simulate snow - then
they might put on a play for their parents. The Round Timber School,
like many others, had a community Christmas tree. Each student would
give a present to the teacher, and the poor teacher gave each of her students
a small gift. The same custom was carried on at Rural Flat School.
Many schools conducted various events to raise money for needed
funds. Plays, pie auctions, cake walks, and box suppers raised cash to
maintain the school while providing social occasions for the community.
Prior to the opening of school in September, parents often would congregate with hoes and rakes to clear the schoolground. Thistles and stickers
were primary targets, since most children were barefooted.
The most common school term was from some point in September
through May~ although some schools were open for as little as six months.
Farm duties caused frequent absences, and many children started late
because of the necessity of helping with harvesting.
More rural schools offered an eight-grade curriculum. although many
stopped at the seventh or sixth grade. A few went to the ninth, tenth or
even eleventh grade. Two-room schools were most commonly divided 1-4
and 5-8, as well as 1-4 and 5-7, or 1-3 and 4-6. One two-room school was
divided 1-6 and 7-11.
Enrollment in country schools often was quite high. The lowest enroUment recalled, taught in a tiny building which had only a table surrounded
by chairs was eight; the highest was 100. Another former student
remembered an enrollment of ninety in a Panola County school, although
when attendance reached ninety state funding would provide a second
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teacher. Several ex-students remembered enrollments in the twenties and
thirties, but forties, fifties and sixties were common. Of the figures reported
by those interviewed, the average enrollment was forty-seven.
Ages ranged from five to nineteen, and a few former students
remembered venerable classmates who were twenty or twenty-one years
old. One man who attended school at Sardis stated: "I remember the guy
who broke my nose with a wet baseball was 23." Children of five or six
were working on their primers in preparation for the first grade, although
some who had learned from older brothers and sisters occasionally blazed
through their primers within a matter of weeks. First graders usually were
seven or even eight years old, because it was unsafe for younger children
to walk two or three miles through the woods to school.
Most children, of course, did walk to school, although some rode
horseback, especially when it rained. Small children were sometimes driven
in wagons, and fathers with large families might drive a wagon to school,
perhaps picking up other children along the way. In the Snap Community,
Fred Soape rode to school with his old maid teacher in her buggy; as repayment he had to tend the horse and build a fIre in the school stove. A teacher
in the 1930s picked up as many children as she could carry in her car en
route to her one-room school. Covered wagons often were utilized on
stormy days. Two boys were remembered with admiration because they
rode bulls to school. At Enterprise School recess resembled a rodeo as
boys took turns trying to ride the bull. Tom Barton was the envy of Bowen
Community School because he rode a tame old bull to class. The bull loosegrazed around the school all day, and when classes were dismissed Tom
would whistle for his bull, mount up, and head home.
Many children had only short walks to school, but some distances
were formidable. A dozen students had to walk five miles one way; two
had to go seven miles; one had to trek ten miles. The average distance
among more than forty specified was three and one-half miles one way.
Nell Buchanan began teaching at Caddel when she was seventeen years
of age; her boarding house was two miles from the school, but she walked
every day in high heel shoes, rain or shine.
Sometimes students would walk an extra half-mile or so in order to
stroll through a stretch of woods or a field of flowers, rather than traverse
a shorter distance down a dusty road. The father of one girl fixed steps
for her to climb a barbed wire fence, and placed a log with a hand rail
so that she could cross a stream dry-shod. Students at Maple Springs knew
of a man caned "Snake" Gibbs who carried snakes in his pockets and
inside his shirt and named each one" John." One morning on the way
to school they spotted a coral snake, "so we wanted to see if he would
come to us, so we called tJohn. come on,' and here he came and away
we went on to school, we didn't stay to see how far he came."
A Panola County student remembered that: "Once cold weather set
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in we came to school bundled in everything we had to wear that Mother
wasn't washing at the time. " One girl recalled with mortification that for
cold weather "my Mother got me a pair of Union suits and I had to wear
those long legged things to school- oh, I was so ashamed. Despite bad
weather and distance, however, students often enjoyed their walks,
gathered in large groups to make the journey a social affair. At Fair Play
in Panola County there was also a certain entertainment for one group
of pedestrians, since "the same two boys fought on the way home from
school nearly every day."
H

Teachers' pay often was meager: $25, $50, $65, $75, sometimes $100
per month for six to nine months. Frequently teachers were provided room
and board - perhaps for a month at a time - in the houses of their
students. Dr. Ralph Steen reported that during the Depression East Texas
rural schools often opened their teaching positions to bidders - and the
teacher offering to work for the lowest pay was hired.
Many of these teachers were dedicated, allowed youngsters to learn
at their own pace, and drilled their students conscientiously. A former
student remarked that the country school "was probably as good as the
teacher. H A longtime East Texas teacher, recently deceased t attended a
one-room school. Regarding contemporary education, he said: "The
teachers may know more, and the facilities are much better, but teachers
are unable to discipline the children as before, which prevents them from
teaching to their full potential."
A woman who attended Eden School in Nacogdoches County stated
that "most children looked forward to school as they were eager to learn
and there were no newspapers, magazines, or radios in most of the homes.
Since there was very little opportunity to leave the ho~se or farm, children
were homebound more so than today, and school was someplace to go."
A seventy-four-year-old East Texas woman testified: "I wouldn't change
the education I received or the way I received it. I believe that the country
schools back then educated children better than many of OUT public schools
today." In the words of 120 former students and teachers, this is an account of the rural schools of East Texas.
Interviews
Fannie Adams (2-5-85), by Sonya Adams
Little Belle Aimmings (3-12-84), by Debbie Ramsey
Vera Mae Alexander (4-2-84), by Prenzeal Alexander
Virginia Baggett (2-6-85), by Susan Hughes
Clois Ramsey Baker (2-9-84), by Michaelle Gatewood
L.D. Barr (2-3-84). by Charles Barr
Irene Baxley (2-4-85), by Aaronia Baxley
Ellie Beard (10-31-84), by Teresa Beard
Mildred Beheler (2-5-85), by Tracy Hooper
Rev. H.G. Boatwright (4-3-84), by David Teeter
C.M. Bounds (2-4-85), by Tina Davis

Emma Bower (3-14-84), by Billy Byassee
Opal Luman Bradshaw (4-3-84), by Linda Lundy

EAST TEXAS mSTORlCAL ASSOCIATION

Cora Brigdon (3-11-84), by Floyd Brigdon
Bessie Brown (1-31-84), by Delbert Walker
Mary Cadenhood Brown (2-16-84), by Ladonna McIntosh
Neel Buchanon (1-27-85), by Greg Weesner
Chris Bulls (2-4·85), by Shem Smith
Earsie Edwards Cane (2-4-85), by Veronica Cain
Annie Jay Cane (4-2-84), by Delbert Walker
Annie B. Carpenter (2-5-85), by Margo Carpenter
Delsis Carter (11-1-84), by Melissa Woodson
Amelia Chamness (3-13-84). by Donna Knight
Ardessa Cloudy (4-2-84), by Imogene Cloudy
lames Connelly Dailey (2-5-85), by Becky Parks
Claudia Kenna Davidson (2-5-85), by Kristi Coats
Lorine Daw (2-6-85), by Johnny Brandt
Una Daw (2-6-85), by Sandi Hamilton
Edith Mae Deaton (2-4-85), by Dannett Monic
Nathan Todd Eckenrode (3-29-84), by Steve Eckenrode
Rosa Lee Edge (1-10-85), by Bill O'Neal
Earl Elliott (3-14-84), by Brenda Acrey

Mildred Ford (3-16-84), by Jeff Robbins
Margaret Freeman (1- 30-85), by Cindy Freeman
James Clyde Gill (4-11-84), by Lee Gill
Phyllis Gill (3-20-84), personal experiences
Nora Gillis (10-18-84), by Gene Hughes
Mattie Gray (9-11-84), by Debra Greenleaf
Earlene Griffin (4-23-84), by David Griffin
Elizabeth Haggard (4-5-84), by Kim Ogle
Mrs. W.D. Haley (2-13-85), by Steve Windham
Elmarie Miles Harris (2-J4-84), by Delbert Walker
Allie Hall (3-27-84), by Kelon Hall
Mamie Slack Hearne (2-11-85), by Barbara Campbell
Neal and Dale Henigan (3~12-84), by CHf Henigan
J.T. Holt (2-6-85), by Shannon Sherrod
Jenny Huff (2-5-85), by Kevin Huff
Edna Arzilla Hughes (2-4-85), by Sheila Shumate
Evone Hughes (2-5-85), by Tony Baldwin
Jack Hughes (2-5-85), by Thelma Smith
Margie Hughes (4-3-84), by Gay Nell Goodson
Dorothy Ingraham (1-30-85), by lody Mulla
Eileen Meade (1-30-85), by lody Mulla
Lucille Reed Jacks (1-28-85), by Kathy Smith
Bryant Jernigan (9-4-84), by Cindy Moon
Lillian Jernigan (3-17-84), by Jim Atwood
Beatrice Joeckm (10-14-84), by Sonia F. Buchman
Gertrude Johnson (10-25-84), by Danny Hughes
Hollis Henry Johnson (4-3-84), by Barbara Young
Geraldine Johnston (11-2-84), by Amy Wimberly
John Allen Jones (2-5-85), by David Jones
Maybelle Jones (11-12-84), by Mavis Wilder
Mr. & Mrs. L.R. Knutson (2-2-85), by Steven Knutson
Lidia Mae LaGrone (2-5-85), by Karen LaGrone
Allen Langford (2-5-85), by Joe Armstrong
Buford Langford 00-20-84), by Marian Hancock
Margaret Louch (4-5-84), by Ricky McGee
Wilma Bagley Lawhorn (1-31-84), by Leisa Lawhorn

59

60

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

Ruby Lawrence (2-11-84), by Vicki Zink
Mable Hill (2-11-84), by Vicki Zink
Kyle Leftwich (4-28-84), by Rodney Urban
Anna Maxey (3-3-84), by Steve Maxey
D.C. McSwain (2-4-85), by Thomas Henry
Jimmie Merket & Gladys McKenzie (4-3-84), by Del Merket
Robert Miller (4-5-83), by Becky Haynes
Rosie Lee Moody (11-2-84), by Kellie Mattox
Marie Muse (11-9-84), by Sarah Muse
Ima Nail (2-6-85), by Ron Lout
John Nuzum (2-6-85), by Randy Golden
Emma Grant Oates (10-31-84), by Kathy Cockrell
Earl Oates (10-31-84), by Kathy Cockrell
Treevie Altomia Burns Odom (2-5-85), by Maxie Russell
Elva Oliver (11-2-84), by Toni Baldwin
Marguerite Page (3-10-84), by Michell Page
Bessie Pellham (2-4-85), by Tim Snow
Fannie Pendleton (2-5-85), by John Johnson
Willie Bell Cunningham Pepper (1-27-85), by Janna Ponder
Ernestine Pyle (11.14-84), by Craig Pyle
Sam Raley (11-23-82), by Greg McDaniel
Katy Rayson (11-1-84), by Carolyn Moore
Thelma Reid (2-4-85), by Kim Still
Avice Rhodes (10-29-84), by Tonia Hudman
Vassie Anders (9-26-84), by Tangela Howard
Earl Scarborough (2-7-85), by Alan Scarborough
Josephine Marie Schieffer (3-29-84), by Robert Stanley
Hinkle Schillings (2-18-84), by Jim Fenton
Mary Witt Sheire (2-5-85), by Melvin Sheire
Beulah Smith (2-27-84), by Mona Kuoppala
Fannie Smith (2-5-85), by Sonya Adams
Marian Smith (4-2-84), by Michelle Welch
Thomas Smith (11-1-84), by David Smith
Fred Soape (4-1-84), by Bryan Stacy
Lucille Sonmor (2-4-85), by Janet Belrose
Gladys Stilley (10-31-84), by Teresa Beard
Maude Swinney (2-11-85), by Cindy Swinney
Polly Terry (4-10-84), by Cooper Terry
Norrell Thomas (2-5-85), by Kathy Freeman
Bubba Thompson (11-6-84), by Walter Ward
Prince Etta Wyatt Thompson (5-1-84), by Delbert Walker
R.C. Tompkins (4-4-84), by Barry Tompkins
Frances Wallace (3-6-84), by Delbert Walker
Lilly Grace Barker (2-4-85), by Karen Jeans
Jennie Bruce Keykendall Wells (4-3·84), by Milt Fisher
Eva Mae Wheless (2-5-85), by Jason Wheless
Emily Whitaker (2-5~85). by Kerry Whitaker
Kenneth R. Williams (2-5-85), by Tanya Twomey
Margret Wimberly (4-3-84), by Amy Wimberly
Melva Wright (2-5-85), by Sonya Hicks
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EAST TEXAS COLLOQUY
Mrs. Virginia Long of Kilgore
is the new president of the East
Texas Historical Association.
Mrs. Long was elected at the
business meeting held at the Fall
meeting in Nacogdoches on
September 26, 1987.
Virginia Long holds an
Associate of Arts degree in
Business Administration from
Kilgore College. She has also attended Stephen F. Austin State
University, and the University of
Texas at Tyler, where she earned
a Bachelor of General Studies
.'
degree. She is a member of
Kilgore College Rangerette
Organization and San Sauci Sorority at Kilgore College.
Mrs. Long has been a Managing Trustee of The Long Trusts for
twenty-four years and presently serves as business manager of The Long
Trusts, which is active in oil and gas and real estate investments. She is
president and principal stockholder of Cherokee Oil Traders, Inc.~ and
secretary-treasurer and principal stockholder in Rusk County Well Service.
Public service is not new to Mrs. Long. In 1974 Governor Dolph
Briscoe appointed her to the State Health Advisory Committee, and she
was reappointed in 1977. Governor Briscoe also appointed her as Regional
Volunteer Coordinator of the First Lady's Volunteer Program in 1975 and
to the Texas Historical Commission in 1979, where she was elected chairman in 1983 and reappointed to the Commission in 1985; she is a member
of the Gregg County Historical Commission and a charter member of the
Gregg County Historical Museum; she is a member of the board of directors for the Mental Health Association of Gregg County, and is a board
member or member of at least twenty other organizations.
Mrs. Long has been a delegate to national political conventions and
is active in church work and in the work of charitable organizations ranging
from the Boy Scouts to the Good Shepherd Foundation. She enjoys
reading, antique collecting, and travel. She is married to H.L. (Pete) Long,
and they are the parents of four sons.
Gwen Morris of Dallas was advanced to First Vice President and
Linda Cross of Tyler was elected Second Vice President at the Business
Meeting. Randolph Campbell of North Texas State University was elected
to the Board of Directors of the Association for a three-year term.
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The Spring meeting of the East Texas Historical Association will be
in Lufkin, February 26-27, 1988. Ron Hufford of the Texas Forestry
Association is in charge of local arrangements, and Bob Bowman is program chairman. We will headquarter at the Holiday Inn. For information, contact us at Box 6223, SFA Station, Nacogdoches, Texas 75962.
The Texas State Historical Association meets in Austin, March 3-5,
1988. For details contact Colleen Kain, Texas State Historical Association, 2/306 Sid Richardson Hall, Austin, Texas 78712.
The North American Society for Sport History will hold its Sixteenth
Annual Convention at Arizona State University, Tempe, Arizona, on May
20-23, 1988. Those interested should contact Jack W. Berryman, Department of Biomedical History, School of Medicine. University of
Washington, Seattle, Washington 98195.
John J. Germann and Myron Janzen have produced maps and tables
identifying all of the post offices which "ever existed" in several Texas
counties. Data includes date of opening and/or closing, location, founding
postmaster, and name origin. They hope to produce such data for six counties at a time approximately twice each year. Thus far they have completed
work on Andrews, Coryell, Culberson, Dallas, Fort Bend. Jones.
McCullock, Medina, Newton. Nueces, Starr, and Tom Green counties.
Coming up soon will be Chambers, Potter, Milam, EI Paso, and
Nacogdoches counties. The cost of the first packet. which includes explanatory notes and research sources, is available for $6.50, and the second
for $.75. Contact Germann at 12102 Whittington, Houston, Texas 77077.
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BOOK REVIEWS

The Hasinais. Southern Caddoans as Seen by the Earliest Europeans. By
Herbert Eugene Bolton. Edited by Russell M. Magnaghi. (University
of Oklahoma Press. Norman, OK 73019), 1987. Photographs.
Bibliography. Index. P. 194.
Herbert Eugene Bolton wrote this study of the eastern Texas Indians
popularly known as the Tejas about 1907. It grew out of an abortive start
at a monograph on the Indians of Texas undertaken at the suggestion of
the Bureau of American Ethnology. Boltonts failure to publish it. the
editor tells us (p. xiii), was due to "his busy schedule and a change in
his research interest!'
Indeed. Bolton, from 1906 to 1938, spurned urgings to complete the
manuscript and submit it. At the outset. Bolton advised the bureau not
to expect an anthropological work but one of historical nature (p. 8). In
later years, he demurred because he had not kept abreast of the subject
(p. 18). Thus, the conclusion seems warranted that. as an ethnologist. he
never really felt comfortable.
Following Bolton's final expression of reluctance in 1939, John R.
Swanton of the Bureau of Ethnology - one of those who had urged him
to complete the work - published his Source Material on the History and
Ethnology of the Caddo Indians, which embraced the Hasinai, in 1942.
In 1954, a former Bolton student, William J. Griffith, published The
Hasinai Indians of East Texas as Seen by Europeans, 1687-1772, citing
his mentor's unpublished manuscript as the "most complete and
authoritative study of Hasinai ethnology." And so it remains. Any suggestions offered here for expanding this compendium of early European
observations on the tribe from which Texas takes its name would seem
ostentatious.
Robert S. Weddle
Bonham, Texas

The Heroic Triad: Backgrounds of Our Three Southwestern Cultures. By
Paul Horgan. (Texas Monthly Press, P.O. Box 1569, Austin, TX
78767), 1987. Bibliography. Index. P. 256. $10.95.
Paul Horgan, the Southwest's most celebrated historian, fashioned
this triad from three of the region's principal cultures: Pueblo Indians.
Spanish~Mexicans. and Anglo-Americans. In a series of richly imagined
and artfully crafted vignettes, Horgan evoked the beliefs, values, material
cultures, and communal and private lives of these peoples.
This Texas Monthly Press edition of HerDic Triad represents a reprint
of a reprint. First published in 1970, Heroic Tria.d consisted almost entirely of excerpts from the Pulitzer-prize winning Great River: The Rio
Grande In North America History, a two-volume work that fIrst appeared
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in 1954. From The Great River, Horgan had drawn what he termed "my
impressionistic presentations of the social History of the Southwest" (p.
237). The result was a remarkably satisfying book, with a surprisingly
modern ring to historians immersed in the "new" social history. Those
who allow themselves the pleasure of being swept along on Horgan's
stream of limpid prose can well overlook the shoals: that the sources of
Horgan's facts and quotes cannot be easily traced, that his bibliography
is out of date, or that the same errors of fact and interpretation that marred Great River are perpetuated. Why, however, buy this volume of excerpts when the two-volume Great River is available in paperback from
the same publisher at little extra cost?
David J. Weber
Southern Methodist University

The Presidio and Militia on the Northern Frontier of New Spain,
1570-1700. By Thomas H. Naylor and Charles W. Polzer, S.J.
(University of Arizona Press, 1615 E. Speedway. Tucson, AZ 85719),
1986. Illustrations. Photographs. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. P.
756.

Although quite a lot has been written about the military system of
the Spanish Borderlands in the eighteenth century, not much can be found
about it during earlier times. Co-authors Naylor and Polzer present a
volume that helps to fill this void. Their work traces the evolution of the
presidential system in the Northern Provinces of New Spain from its inception in 1570 till 1700, when Bourbon rule began.
This book represents the first full-length volume in a new Documentary Relations of the Southwest (DRSW) series. It is a documentary history
whose purpose is to present primary source evidence in such a way that
other investigators can forge new interpretations or reconfirm old conclusions regarding the evolution of the presidential system in northern New
Spain. The book will appeal to scholars and history buffs who are interested in the Spanish colonial history of the American Southwest.
The book is organized into four chapters: The Chichimeca War; Early
Rebellions; Mid-Century Challenges; and Northern Rebellions. They are
arranged to show the chronological development of presidios in northern
New Spain. After an editorial introduction to each chapter, selected
Spanish documents pertaining to presidios and the militia are presented,
first in an English translation and next in a typescript of the original
Spanish document in modern Spanish orthography. This method gives
the reader a good idea and feeling of the life and times described in the
documents. The text is enhanced by annotations and well-placed footnotes.
This first DRSW volume is a welcomed and needed addition to the
body of knowledge regarding the rich Spanish heritage of the American
Southwest. It includes military activity in the El Paso area of Texas in

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

65

the 1680s. Hopefully. future volumes will include heretofore unused
documents pertaining to other presidios in Texas such as La Bahia, Los
Adaes, and San Antonio de Bexar.
Robert H. Thonhoff
Fashing, Texas

Stolen Heritage: A Mexican-American 's Rediscovery of His Family's Lost
Land Grant. By Abel G. Rubio. Edited by Thomas H. Kreneck.
(Eakin Press, P.O. Box 23066, Austin, Texas 79735), 1986. Illustrations. Photographs. Endnotes. Bibliography. Index. P. 224. $14.95.
Abel Rubio is not a historian by profession but an accountant. The
author grew up in south Texas where he suffered discrimination from
Anglo Texans. This work is a product of what Thomas H. Kreneck, the
editor, as well as Rubio have described as an uobsession to uncover a stolen
heritage (pp. xi, xx). In attempting to do so Abel Rubio has contributed
a well-documented case study of a Tejano family and their losses to
land-grabbers.
H

Don Manuel Becerra was born in 1765 in La Bahia and in 1821 was
employed by Stephen F. Austin. In 1832 the Manuel Becerra family was
granted at least 8836 acres of land in south Texas by the Mexican government. This study also handles the experiences of the de la Garza family
living in La Bahia and Refugio. The de la Garza family, related by marriage to the Becerras, was divided when the head of the family, Don Carlos,
became caught up in the Texas Revolution. The Becerra and de la Garza
families established their homes on the land grant only to have it taken
away by Anglo immigrants. Rubio chronicles the lives of both families
on the Texas frontier. In addition to documenting the past, Rubio notes
the legal course the families have taken in the successfully asserting their
claim to the land grant.
Rubio has utilized oral interviews with elderly family members in his
extensive research. He has compared the information acquired from oral
testimonies with historical records whenever possible. The manuscript was
edited by Thomas H. Kreneck who wrote his dissertation on Sam Houston
and and has aided Abel Rubio in furnishing a well-researched case study
to Tejano history.
Yolanda Romero
Texas Tech University

In The Deep Heart's Core. Reflections on Life, Letters, and Texas. By
Clifford Craig Edward. (Texas A&M University Press, Drawer C,
College Station, TX 77843), 1985. Bibliography. P. 145. $13.95.
In his "Prologue" Clifford confesses his lack of credentials in the
"field" of Southwestern Literature. But if clarity, style, and weight of

66

EAST TEXAS mSTORICAL ASSOCIATION

content rest on his background in Greek and German philosophy, then
such should be a requisite for those Texas sons who whip out navel-gazing
essays on Texas belles-lettres appearing in the Monthly, the Observer, the
Humanist, and sundry English department journals around the state. The
Ph.D. in Philosophy certainly hasn't hindered Clifford's ability to speak
English, and when appropos, to speak "native."
Several of the essays contain the holier-than-thou, native-born, selfdefinition stuff that McMurtry, Greene, and others stir up at regular intervals. But the best of Clifford just may prove to be a significant departure point - a level-headed one at that - in the never ending volleys and
return fusillades on the whos, whats, whens, wheres, whys, and even ifs
of Texas art and myth.
While living as a Texas expatriate in Maryland, Clifford chances on
Myles O'Donovan, son of the short story writer, Frank O'Connor. Not
only is O'Donovan better read and more knowledgeable on many specifics
of Clifford's birthright, but he believes that the American West. especially
his beloved New Mexico, is the "last great hope of the human race."
O'Donovan begins Clifford's soul-searching route home.
Clifford brings himself to grips with the Texas myth through the German philosopher, Martin Heidegger. He sounds out a different type of
living than mere technological manipulation: an existence based on a direct
relationship with the earth itself. He sees Heidegger's roots in pastoral
Germany as the basis for the philosopher's analysis of global technology.
Clifford asks if Texas in all its splendored offerings might provide that
"other" way of thinking which can break the hegemony of technology.
And he considers a great many of those Texas offerings: the "South"
and the "West" of Texas, the land itself. the "Ethnic Terrain," the
popular culture, the urban and the rural makeup, and even the country
music of our grand assylum. (Yes, Waylon and Willie do appear.)
But if this description sounds dull and disordered, Clifford is neither.
From his redefinition of myth ("One myth among others is the modern
myth of the bare fact: that myth is a bad one. The key is to get the myth
right .... ") to his nose-to-nose confrontations with McMurtry ('~l'enfant
terrible"). Morris ("... always belonged to Mississippi more than it
belonged to him"), and James Lee ("an Alabama boy who teaches at
North Texas State"), through his appreciation of the Irish poet, Seamus
Heaney ("If he would travel around reading my poems, I would be famous
within a year - and if I traveled around reading his, he would be forgotten within a year"), Clifford offers an entertaining and informed perspective of the sum of Texas myth and art. The overall message: "Quite simply
put: you can go home again ... In my case, I began to see the place working on me as a stronger force than all of my highest aspirations of self
cultivation. I'
The book is wonderful. Buy it. Better yet, send it to a friend, especially
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an intellectual or academic who has moved out of state. Your friend will
hate you for it. But you might find him camped on your doorstep several
weeks later - for all the reasons In The Deep Heart's Core.
Lee Schultz
Stephen F. Austin State University

River in Dry Grass. By Pete A.Y. Gunter. (Shearer Publishing), 1984.
P. 288. $10.95.

River in Dry Grass is Peter A.Y. Gunter's first novel. He has woven
together a rich tapestry of family conflict, murder, suicide, and small-town
life. The story centers on Justin" Jim" Tremorgan who has just returned
from Harvard. Justin and his parents make a hurried trip to the North
Texas town of McKittrick to look after his dying grandmother. Grannie
is completely disjoined from reality, and mischievous, irresponsible Uncle
Bascomb makes matters worse by refusing to care for her.
Much of the story takes place on the banks of the Red River at
Pickett's Prairie as father and son camp out during a lull in the family
crisis. This is the occasion for the father to relate to Justin the family
history. Gunter weaves into this section unobtrusively and casually
fascinating bits of Texas history and folklore. The reader gets a sense of
the colorful and brutal story of Texas history being unrolled for young
Justin in his family biography.
The human tragedy of the Tremorgan family is offset by an underlying humanism and humor that counterpoints some of the grimmer aspects
of the story. The author manages to catch the tone and accent of life in
a small town - in this case McKittrick - in the 1950s, the decay, the
racial prejudice, and the loss of sense of place.
Originality and flair of style and dialogue turn this local story into
a powerful, evocative picture of a young man coming of age and the end
of an era for a family and a community. This is a warm, loving book
with many regards for the reader.
James H. Conrad
East Texas State University

Plantation Life in Texas. By Elizabeth Silverthorne. (Texas A&M University Press, Drawer C, College Station, TX 77843), 1986. Illustrations.
Maps. Bibliography. Index. P. 234. $22.50.

Any historian who studies the slave plantations of Texas faces many
formidable challenges, not the least of which is that such work has been
so long awaited as to raise high expectations. Additionally, such power·
ful scholarship has emerged on the antebellum South that several different
dimensions of the plantation could be explored. For these reasons
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Plantation Life in Texas was perhaps destined to disappoint some readers.
Certainly it does, but it will delight many others.
Those who prefer their history descriptive rather than analytical are
likely to appreciate this volume. Silverthorne deals with the construction
of houses, preparation of food and c1othing~ and the vagaries of taste.
She expertly details the planting, harvesting, and processing of crops in
the context of the rhythm of the seasons. Attractive illustrations (over fifty,
seven in color) by Charles Shaw bring additional life to the author's words.
There are also four maps although none locates the plantations named
in the book. East Texas, especially the Jefferson-Marshall area, receives
attention, although the Red Lands and other important subregions are
neglected. Throughout the emphasis is on the more lavish rather than
cruder stage of plantation development, and the tone is celebratory. This
work evokes a sense of almost nostalgic appreciation for the social patterns of OUf rural past.
Silverthorne is obviously more confident in describing the life of white
families than in dealing with the people of the quarters. She uses the WPA
narratives as well as some plantation records and does not neglect the
slaves, yet her account fails to give meaning to their struggles and too
quickly dismisses their resistance to bondage. The author instead suggests
the overriding importance of ways in which the plantation knit white and
black together. Unpleasant features of race relations are not altogether
ignored, but Silverthorne does not successfully grapple with the conflicts
of will that everywhere characterized slavery. This shortcoming is reinforced by the concluding pages on Reconstruction and the end of slavery,
a section that is poorly researched and uninformed by recent
historiography.
Silverthorne provides an interesting and fond description of the Texas
plantation, but she certainly should not have the last word on this important subject.
Paul D. Lack
McMurry College

Planters and Plain Folk. Agriculture in Antebellum Texas. By Richard
G. Lowe and Randolph B. Campbe~l. (SMU Press, Dallas, TX 75275),
1987. Appendices. Bibliography. Index. P. 216. $22.50.
If you had come to Texas before 1861, probably you would have been
a farmer, living in the eastern two-thirds of the state and practicing
Southern culture. You would have been a part of about seventy-five percent of the population. In understanding your life, as a worthy sequel to
their Wealth and Power in Antebellum Texas, Richard Lowe and Randolph Campbell have examined the growth and development of agriculture
in Texas.
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The authors divided their study into five main parts. These included
a general summary of Texas agriculture, a presentation of the demographic
and economic characteristics of the state's farmers, six excellent case studies
of individual farmers, economic differences between planters and yeoman
farmers, and the profitability of Texas agriculture. Antebellum Texas is
divided into four regions of which the very important Region I comprised
most of present day East Texas. There farmers produced cattle, hogs,
wheat, corn, potatoes, sugar, and cotton. It was also a land of yeoman
farmers and slaves.
Important conclusions reveal a dynamic, productive, profitable institution of slavery and farming in general. But the authors stopped short
of refuting the natural limits of slavery idea. Although slaveholders were
in the vast minority, they controlled two-thirds of the agricultural wealth
and grew nine-tenths of the cotton. Yet on the Civil War's eve, little antagonism existed between the planters and plain folk.

Planters and Plain Folk is a classic in Texas history.
Irvin M. May, Jr.
Blinn College at Bryan

Texas Women. A Pictorial History. From Indians to Astronauts. By Ruthe
Winegarten. (Eakin Press, P.O. Box 23066, Austin, TX 78735), 1986.
Photographs. Credits. Bibliography. Index. P. 187. $24. 9S.
Upon sighting an oversized "pictorial history," most readers
automatically assume it is a "coffee table" book - pictures held together
with a light narrative. Ruthe Winegarten's Texas Women: A Pictorial
History, From Indians to Astronauts is indeed large and filled with
photographs, but this is far from a "coffee table" contribution. Here the
narrative is as well-written and thorough as the photographs, which
beautifully enhance the story. Eight chapters deal with all aspects of Texas
women's lives and achievements from the pioneer days of Jane Long to
the recent space explorations of Sally Ride. Alongside such expected,
familiar heroines are the names, stories, and even faces of Native
American, black (free and slave), Hispanic, and white women. Heretofore
denied recognition, these Texans find their rightful place in history with
Texas Women: A Pictorial History.
Winegarten, whose previous works on Texas women include I Am
Annie May. the Personal Story of a Black Texas Woman, has produced
an overview of Texas women which crosses both class and racial lines.
The volume is well-written, extensively documented, and an excellent,
much-needed addition to Texas history.
Vista Kay McCroskey
Texas Christian University
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A Terry Texas Ranger. The Life Record of H. W. Graber. (State House
Press t P.O. Box 15247, Austin, TX 78761), 1987. Index. P. 454.
Had it not been for the American Civil War, Henry W .. Graber's life
would have been typical of many other nineteenth century Texans, meaningful but probably forgotten. He was born in Germany in 1841, emigrated
to Texas in 1852, and orphaned a year later. He worked as a printer's
devil in Houston and Galveston, as a surveyor's assistant on the frontier,
and in the mercantile business in Houston, Waxahachie, Hempstead, Rusk,
and Dallas. He was a community leader whose accomplishments included
the promotion of tap railroads.
After secession Graber served briefly with John S. "Rip" Ford and
then joined the famed Eighth Texas Cavalry. commonly called Terry's
Texas Rangers. He fought with the Rangers from the beginning to the
end with the exception of some nine months as a prisoner of war. Surrender failed to bring peace to Graber. During Reconstruction he was involved in a skirmish near Hempstead in which two maraudering United
States soldiers died and he was forced into hiding until the end of military
government.
Graber's memoirs has long been the rarest and one of the most important books on Terry's Rangers. The fact that the author also described
his post-war career, providing rich details concerning Nineteenth-Century
Texas business practices and local history, enhances its value. The State
House Press is congratulated on republishing this work and researchers
will further bless the publisher for adding an index. Tom Cutrer's introduction helps put this book into perspective, even though he erroneously informs the reader that Captain (actually Brigadier General) Tom Harrison
surrendered the regiment. The commander who did so was Tom Weston
(p. xxvi).
There are, alas, serious deficiencies which the publisher ignored. There
are inaccuracies and omissions (such as the name of Graber's wife, Louise),
but the greatest problem is chronology. Dates are rarely noted and the
narrative is terribly disjointed. Between pages 72 and 73, for example,
Graber skipped from July 1862 to April 1863, and continued his story
into 1864, at which point he realized his omission and backtracked to June
1862. One must read his war record in conjunction with another source
to understand it fully.
This reviewer recommends A Terry Texas Ranger with reservations
and hopes that in the future The State House Press will provide suitable
editorial notes for its releases.
Paul R. Scott
Texas State Library
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This Band of Heroes. Granbury's Texas Brigade, C.S.A. By James M.
McCaffrey. (Eakin Press, P.O. Box 23066, Austin, TX 78735),1985.
Photographs. Illustrations. Maps. Appendices. Bibliography. Index.
P. 262. $16.95.
This Band of Heroes is not for the Civil War generalist or new student of Texas history. The book is a comprehensive and sometimes tedious
assessment of the military exploits of several thousand Texas Confederates
who served in the Army of Tennessee. Known to history as "Granbury's
Brigade," these men served the South from the fall of 1861 to Joseph E.
Johnston's surrender in April 1865, when, due to heavy casualties, the
unit was reduced to a single regiment. James McCaffrey painfully
chronicles the recruitment. organization, training, initial combat, and
distinguished service of this almost forgotten Texas Confederate unit.
Tragically, these Texans served the Lost Cause too well. sustaining nearly 5000 captured at Arkansas Post in January 1863 and suffering excessive
casualties during Braxton Bragg and John B. Hood's disastrous 1863-1864
campaigns.
McCaffrey's work poses several interesting quandries for the reader.
His suggestion that Hood's decision in 1864 not to attack the North, and
therefore possibly force the Federal government to sue for peace, is pure
conjecture (p. 147). The assertion that the military exploits of Hiram B.
Grandbury's Brigade deserves equal footing with those of Benjamin
Terry's Texas Rangers or John B. Hoodts Texas Brigade essentially remains unproven Uacket). Even with these faults James M. McCaffrey's
This Band of Heroes. Grandbury's Texas Brigade will interest the Civil
War specialist or Texas history buff.
Donald Willett
Texas A&M University at Galveston

Rangers and Sovereignty. By Capt. Dan W. Roberts. (State House Press,
P.O. Box 15247, Austin, TX 78761), 1987. Photographs. Index.
P. 260.
There is a special breed of people who confidently face danger and
defeat it. Astronauts, test pilots. combat soldiers, and others have installed
themselves in the halls of valor. In this pantheon, there is a special niche
carved with two words, '4Texas Ranger."
Captain Dan Roberts was a happy blend of adventurer and writer.
He served during the transition from employment of the Rangers as Indian fighters to their use as a law enforcement agency on the frontier.
His story shows the Rangers to have been tough, humorous, and flexible.
The reputations built in this transition time have survived to this day.
The second part of this book, by Mrs. Roberts. details her life with
her husband in Ranger camp. and shows that the valor and resourcefulness
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of the period was not limited to men. Both stories are of interest for the
student of the frontier and the Rangers.
Howard L. Sandefer
Virginia Beach, Virginia

Shooting Stars. Heroes and Heroines of Western Film. Edited by Archie
P. McDonald. (Indiana University Press, Bloomington, Indiana
47405),1987. Photographs. P. 265.
For the past several years Archie McDonald has conducted an innovative course through Stephr.n F. Austin State University: a history of
the American West illustrated by th~ Western films of John Wayne. Now
McDonald has put together a volume of twelve articles which thoughtfully
and engagingly examine the Shooting Stars of the cinematic West.
The twelve subjects are well-selected. The book begins with an article
discussing William S. Hart and the dusty, authentic look he imposed upon
the first epoch of popular Western films. Next is a description of the
athletic Ken Maynard, who set an unsurpassed standard for spectacular
riding feats, and who introduced singing cowboys to the genre. The most
important singing cowboy was Gene Autry, who appeared in Maynard
films before achieving stardom. Dr. Ray Merlock's article brilliantly
analyzes the dynamic effect that Autry exercised over B Westerns.
McDonald himself fittingly discusses John Wayne, in addition to providing a nostalgic introductory essay that will prove keenly evocative to
those of us raised on Western films. Other major stars who receive article
treatment are the recently deceased Randolph Scott, Gary Cooper, Burt
Lancaster. and Clint Eastwood. Two intriguing subjects rarely included
in such books are Audie Murphy and, in a timely evaluation, Ronald
Reagan. The final two chapters ably survey two other neglected subjects:
"Women in Western Films H and "When Television Wore Six-Guns" the latter a landmark essay which could readily be expanded into a
fascinating book.
The major omission is Tom Mix, who transformed the style of
Westerns from the gritty realism of Hart to the flashy, slam-bang adventures appropriate for the Jazz Age. And even though Clint Eastwood has
been a major force in contemporary cinema, it can be argued that his
advancement of the dreary, mindlessly violent Spaghetti Westerns ultimately was a primary factory in killing Western movies at the box office. But
such cavils admittedly are subjective. Without question Shooting Stars
is perceptive and readable, an important addition to the library of any
Western film buff.
Bill O'Neal
Panola Junior College
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Simpson Speaks on History. By Colonel Harold B. Simpson. (Hill College Press, Hillsboro, TX 76643), 1986. Index. P. 124. $12.00.
In addition to being an author and educator, Harold B. Simpson is
a popular public speaker. His latest work is a compilation of six of his
most requested speeches. Topics included in the collection are Audie
Murphy, Hood's Texas Brigade, Jefferson Davis's camel experiment, Civil
War drinking habits, Robert E. Lee, and the old Second Cavalry on the
antebellum Texas frontier.

Simpson Speaks on History is a popular work. Professional historians
will find it a repetition of earlier works and the absence of footnotes is
annoying. But the work is clearly designed for a larger audience. From
his description of Audie Murphy's manifestations of what we now call
post-traumatic stress to that of John Barleycorn's service in the Civil War,
Colonel Simpson has provided the reader with six stories that are as
informative as they are diverting. History ought to be interesting, and this
history is.
Ron Spiller
Nacogdoches, Texas

Birth and Death of Boonville. By Margaret Lips van Havel. (Nortex Press,
Austin, TX. Order from Betty Foster, 1104 Dominik, College Station, TX 77840), 1986. Photographs. Illustrations. Bibliography. P.
105. $15.00.

In Birth and Death of Boonville, Margaret van Havel tells the story
of Brazos County's first town, a tale similar in many respects to that of
other frontier settlements. Laid out in 1841 to serve as the county seat,
Boonville grew slowly but steadily and by 1860 it had become a community
of some importance. Immediately after the Civil War, however, it suffered the fate of many other towns bypassed by the railroad. First its
residents and businesses moved to the tracks at Bryan, and in 1866 the
county government followed. The few remaining structures gradually faded
away so that now all that is left is the cemetery.
To write this history van Bavel employed techniques that other
researchers engaged in similar projects would do well to emulate. In
addition to the usual sources. such as petitions in the State Archives and
accounts of visitors and settlers. she combed through the tax rolls, deed
records, and commissioner's court minutes. The details thus gleaned, often
no more than a parenthetical remark, added color to her text and also
enabled her to create a reasonably detailed map whereas before there was
only a surveyor's plat.
Purists will Quibble about some aspects of this work. The Austin
family, for instance, could not have moved "south" from Pennsylvania
to Connecticut (p. J 3), nor did the Pony Express deliver the mail (p. 68).
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A more serious problem stemmed from the decision to dispense with footnotes. Usually the sources were apparent, but there were some frustrating
exceptions, such as her assertion that Boonville was named for Daniel
Boone. Other writers have claimed that the founders were honoring
Mordecai Boon (also spelled Boone), an early settler. Was van Bavel
speculating, or did she find something missed by others?
Despite a few lapses, Birth and Death of Boonville is a well researched,
nicely written work that deserves a place in all libraries and most collections
of Texana.
Paul R. Scott
Texas State Library

Sonovagun Stew: A Folklore MisceJ1any. Francis E. Abernethy, Editor.
(SMU Press, Dallas, TX 75275), 1985. Photographs. Index. P. 171.

The Texas Folklore Society annually publishes a book on Texas
folklore for its members and the book buying public. In recent years, these
volumes - there are now forty-eight in the series - have been collections of essays with each volume focusing on some common theme: folk
art in Texas, folk architecture, etc. Sonovagun Stew departs from that
format. Instead it is a miscellany collection of essays on Texas folklore,
leftovers that could not be placed conveniently under any single rubric,
but nevertheless, this is a tasty mixture of the spicy, exotic, and bland
- a perfect dish for the connoisseur of folklore.
The book contains fifteen separate chapters or essays by seventeen
authors and the subject material ranges from "Three Corridos of the Big
Bend" to "A Texas Planked Pirogue: The Caddo Lake Bateau." Such
a collection of necessity leads to an unbalanced assemblage of works; a
less orchestrated selection, though, is a richer, more innovative approach
to Texas folklore.
In my opinion the essays that make this a "must read' for lovers of
folklore are the ones that fall into the category of personal reminiscences.
I would include in this category essays by John Graves, "Folklore and
Me"; James Ward Lee, "Heaven"; Paul Patterson, "The Old-Time
Cowboy Inside Out"; Marguerite Nixon, "The Gathering"; Al Lowman,
"Mildrew on the Elephant Ears"; Joe S. Graham, "Old Army Went to
Hell in 1953" and William N. Stokes, "Forty-two Baptist Kids and three
Baptist Deacons." One other essay, "It All Wound Up in Bales" deserves
special praise because of its clear and insightful telling of the old way of
cotton cultivation before the advent of mechanization.
The other essays add to our knowledge in a somewhat different manner ~ These are the scholarly analysis, carefully researched for the most
part, and perhaps because of this less appealing to the reader.
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To return to the stew metaphor, this dish is well worth sampling, if
not consuming in its entirety.
James H. Conrad
East Texas State Univesity
Rayburn. A Biography. By D.H. Hardeman and Donald C. Bacon. (Texas

Monthly Press, P.O. Box 1569, Austin, TX 78767-1569), 1987.
Photographs. Sources and Notes. Bibliography. Index. P. 554. $21.95.
Twenty-five years after Sam Rayburn's death, the first full-sized,
deeply researched biography of East Texas' most effective and influential national figure has appeared. Any future study of the great Speaker
and of twentieth century legislative history will have to take this political
biography into consideration. And a political biography, indeed, it is, for
Sam Rayburn was a remarkably simple man who had few interests beyond
his family. his farm, and the legislative arena. Save for two preliminary
chapters on Rayburn's roots, including his two years at William Mayo's
East Texas Normal, and a later chapter on his brief, unsuccessful marriage, the biographers, the late D.B. Hardeman and Donald Bacon, focus
almost entirely on his remarkable legislative career.
Hardeman, a former Texas Legislator, aide. and confidant to Speaker
Rayburn. gathered most of the material, much of it from interviews of
key figures, including the Speaker himself. Bacon, a prominent political
journalist, editor. and writer, tapped more recent material, including many
oral transcripts. and composed the engrossing narrative. Despite their obvious admiration of the Speaker, the authors do not side-step his flaws.
The figure that emerges is a more earthy and ambitious politician than
earlier Rayburn biographies have described, and his coziness with independent oil producers is frankly exposed - and explained. Above all, however,
Sam Rayburn's skill, fairness. and dedication to American democracy
stand out preeminently in this fine study of one whose "extraordinary
life was rooted firmly in the rich black dirt of North Texas" (p. 3).
Edward Hake Phillips
Sherman. Texas
Impressions of Mr. Sam: A Cartoon Profile. Edited by H.G. Dulaney

and Edward Hake Phillips (Bonham: The Sam Rayburn Foundation,
1987. vii + 164 P. Illustrations. $7.50).
During the bicentennial year the Rayburn Foundation has seen fit
to depict another aspect of Sam Rayburn's life. Under the editorship of
Ed Hake Phillips, professor emeritus at Austin College, and H.G. Dulaney,
director of the Sam Rayburn Library. this small volume illustrates in
caricature, but more often with reverence, the actions, accomplishments,
and problems of Rayburn over a forty-nine-year career.
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Although only a few of these illustrations regrettably have to do with
Rayburn during his early career, the period from 1931 to J961 is well
detailed, thus giving the reader a good review of Rayburn's effect both
on Texas and the United States. So. for those wishing to know more about
this great American who held the Speakership of the House intermittently
for twenty-one years, Impressions of Mr. Sam: A Cartoon Profile is a
welcome addition.
Ben Procter
Texas Christian University

Panthers to Arrowheads, the 36th Division in World War 1. By Lonnie
J. White. (Presidial Press, Box 1763, Austin, TX 78767), 1984.
Photographs. Index. Maps. P. 238.
The purpose of this book is to record the history of the 36th Division
during the "Great War." White has accomplished his mission by tracing
the unit from their first boring assignment along the Mexican border during the Pershing expedition, through their call up in 1917 and training
at Camp Bowie near Fort Worth. After sharpening their combat skills,
the unit shipped out for France where it underwent more training before
being committed to battle in the Champagne near the end of the war.
Although the soldiers saw less than a month of combat, they earned "a
high reputation as a combat division," including two Oklahomans
receiving Medals of Honor.
The entire book is well-written and adding the hometown of the men
in the narrative helps Texans and Oklahomans feel these soldiers are "OUf
soldiers." The book is a worthy addition to any library.
David V. Stroud
Kilgore College

Ringing the Children In. Texas Country Schools. By Thad Sitton and
Milam C. Rowold. (Texas A&M University Press, Drawer C, College Station, Texas 77843), 1987. Photographs. Notes. Index. P. 239.
This book's charm comes from the way. it is composed of
reminiscences by former teachers, students, and trustees of Texas country schools between 1885 and 1945. Their stories cover every aspect of
school life - teachers, school buildings, discipline, programs, and entertainment, as well as games and pranks, and finally, the long fight over
consolidation during the 1930s and 194Os. Considered within the context
of modern educational theory, such memories and anecdotes have a serious
place in the history of public education in Texas because they provide the
basis for striking observations about teaching and learning in the old common. schools. Peer teaching, grade level, and subject area combining, "spill
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over" learning (students overhearing recitations by older or younger
children) - in these and other ingenious ways teachers created rich
classroom experiences despite a chronic lack of suppli~s, libraries, and
equipment.
Their hard work paid off. In 1924 a statewide survey found that
students in the "inferior" country schools scored consistently higher on
standardized tests than those in consolidated and urban system. Children
in some country schools were capable of work almost two grades above
their chronological ages. By including information from this and other
studies of Texas' educational system, Sitton and Rowold have avoided
the sentimentality that old-time stories too often carry. Instead, with their
clear writing and solid research, this engaging and entertaining study provides any number of ideas about public education and what it might
become despite the vastly different conditions of our times.
Elizabeth York Enstam
Dallas, Texas

Muddy Banks. By Ruby C. Tolliver. (Texas Christian University Press,
Box 30783, Fort Worth, TX 76129), 1987. Illustrations, P. 151.
$14.95.
Ruby C. Tolliver's novel for young adults, Muddy Banks, is set
against the background of the Battle of Sabine Pass that occurred on
September 8, 1863. The novel concerns a runaway slave boy named
Muddy and a white widow, Mrs. Banks, who befriends him. Mrs. Banks
is opposed to slavery but purchases Muddy to prevent him from coming
to harm from his former master.
The story examines the conflict in Muddy's mind between his desire
for freedom and his loyalty to Mrs. Banks. The climax comes at the Battle of Sabine Pass. That battle is a subject of particular interest to this
reviewer as the battle was the topic of my Master's Thesis. Tolliver's
presentation of the battle, with a few minor errors, is generally correct.
She slightly exaggerates the size of the attacking force, placing it at 6000
men when it was closer to 5000. The author also has the Jeff Davis Guards
involved in the construction of Fort Griffin. This error is quite understandable as a popular legend maintains that the Irish-born artillerists'
build the fort they defended. The fort was built by a party of 500 slaves
under the direction of Major Getutius Kellersberger between March and
August of 1863.
The lapses are relatively minor and do not detract from the story which
provides a glimpse of this interesting battle.
Paul H. Varga
Nacogdoches, Texas
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Texas Country. The Changing Rural Scene. By Glen E. Lich, and Dona
B. Reeves-Marquardt. (Texas A&M University Press, Drawer C,
College Station, TX 77843), 1987. Photographs. Index. P. 264.
Texas became an urban state as farmers moved to the city, and like
past generations of Texans, the rural scene continued to change.
Appropriately, Glen Lich, Dona Reeves-Marquardt and their contributing
authors consider what "the end of rural Texas means to modern citizens"
(p. xiii).
In answering this question, a series of selective essays attempt to capture the mood. or spirit, of rural Texas. Lich surveys the rural scene, but
in his good essay ignores the impact of the Texas Agricultural Extension
Service, Texas Agricultural Experiment Station, and colleges of agriculture.
Weniger analyzes the relationships between nature, people, and the land.
Lowman investigates the names of Texas communities. A distinguished
conservationist historian, Smallwood, attempted too much in his essay
about cotton, ranching, and oil, and the dynamic spirit of agriculture was
omitted in a bland account.
But Schultz's homesteads. Allen's women, Colquitt's writers, and
Abernethy's music restore to the reader an understanding of the people.
Many Texans went to the city, but are they really Uliving city but thinking and singing country" (p. 165) as Abernethy suggests? Perhaps, for
those who made the transition, but will their children follow this pattern?
The book closes with a brief portrait of Mexican-Americans by
Weigand, Calvert, Texas blacks by Graham, Wends by Wilson, and Hurnville Germans from Russia by Reeves-Marquardt. McDermott, a
philosopher, provides an afterword.
What is the book's significance? It identifies many of the principal
elements in Texas's changing rural past. Through the conclusions of
Smallwood. Abernethy, McDermott, and others, ideas for future action
are presented. Well written, thought provoking, Texas Country is important for understanding the interrelationship between rural and urban Texas.
Irvin M. May, Jr.
Blinn College at Tyler

A Culture of Risk. Who Cares for America's Heritage? By Charles Phillips
and Patricia Hogan. (American Association for State and Local
History, 708 Berry Road, Nashville, TN 37204), 1984. Appendices.
P.95.
The number of historical organizations has increased dramatically
during the last two-and-one-half decades. In this AASLH pUblication,
Charles Phillips and Patricia Hogan present a comprehensive statistical
analysis of the status of state and local history organizations that surveys
the types of programs the institutions provide, the audiences and
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communities they serve, the nature and value of the collections they hold,
the administrative and financial support that they command, and the
priorities they set for the allocation of their resources.
Their study is introduced by John Alexander Williams' essay on the
evolution of historical societies from eighteenth-century learned societies
to their current role as public museums. But it is the statistical analysis
by Phillips and Hogan that will be most welcomed by those with a commitment to the preservation of state WId local history. For this study goes
well beyond the major institutions to include the smaller historical
organizations - described by the authors as "young, poor, and local"
- whose establishment has constituted the field's greatest growth in the
years since 1960, and who, the authors argue, play an increasingly important role in preserving local history.
The profile that Phillips and Hogan draw of the smaller, newer
organizations is troubling. Although fund raising and financial stability
head the list of concerns for institutions of all sizes, the precarious fiscal
health of the small, local organizations makes them particularly vulnerable
in an era of reduced federal and state support and increased competition
for limited funds.
Phillips and Hogan do not offer specific recommendations for
appropriate action, but they have compiled and analyzed the data necessary
to make those decisions.
Jane Hood
Illinois Humanities Council

White House Operations. The Johnson Presidency. By Emmette S. Redford and Richard T. McCulley. (University of Texas Press. P.O. Box
7819, Austin, TX 78713), 1986. Notes. Index. P. 247. $30.00.
This timely book is the fifth in a series designed to form an administrative history of the Johnson Presidency. The authors' purpose is
"to provide a comprehensive view of how a president and those who
assisted him managed the White House and the executive branch to achieve
the objectives of law and presidential policylt (p. ix).
The Johnson White House staff was composed initially of Kennedy
holdovers and persons experienced in Johnson's service and additions
were made cautiously. The president's desire for accomplishment and his
personal activism made heavy demands on his assistants. The White House
staff was the primary avenue of information flow to the president, but
in his insatiable thirst for more facts and ideas, Johnson constantly grabbed
the telephone for instant contact. Thus, he "was supported by but also
floated above the staff system" (p. 69). Furthermore, he was able to maintain command of his staff. George Christian stated Johnson's dominance
bluntly: "He ruled" (p. 71). Tragically, as public criticism of his Vietnam
I
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policy mounted, the president became progressively more defensive and
intolerant of divergent views within the White House.
Heavily dependent as a president is on his staff for information, the
authors conclude that Johnson will succeed or fail '4 0n his own ability
to manage the total advisory system, to judge the credibility of his advice,
and ultimately to weigh things correctly himself H (p. 76). This is a lesson
presidents ignore at their peril.
Norman D. Brown
The University of Texas at Austin

Ancestry's Guide to Research. Case Studies in American Genealogy. By
Johni Cerny & Arlene Eakle. (Ancestry Publishing, P.O. Box 476,
Salt Lake City, Utah 84110), 1985. Illustrations. Index. P. 364. $10.95.
There are many how-to-books on the market dealing with genealogical
research, but Cerny and Eakle have compiled a step-by-step instruction
in genealogical research, using the case-study approach.
If someone is interested in learning how to trace his family, this book
will be an excellent guide. This volume is a companion to The Source:
A Guidebook of American Genealogy. When The Source was printed,
many users said that it was too advanced for their level of skills. This second volume is much more elementary in scope and is recommended for
the novice.

A special chapter thoroughly reviews research from its beginning. This
study takes the reader through research generation by generation. Problems dealing with each step are discussed and a possible solution
illustrated.
Evaluation of sources is stressed and citation of bibliography is
discussed. If genealogical research is to be a respected field, the searcher
must learn which sources are reliable and which must be used only as a
guide. The genealogist must learn to document each statement with reliable
proof.
This volume is written in an easy-to-read style and would be of benefit
to anyone who wishes to begin genealogical research.
Carolyn Ericson
Nacogdoches, Texas
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