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Caddo Ceramic Vessel Sherds in a 2004 Surface Collection
from the Sanders Site (41LR2), Lamar County, Texas

Timothy K. Perttula and Mark Walters

Introduction

The T. M. Sanders site (41LR2) is one of the more important ancestral Caddo sites known in East
Texas, primarily because of its two earthen mounds and the well-preserved mortuary features of Caddo
elite persons buried in Mound No. 1 (the East Mound), as well as its extensive (200+ acres) habita-
tion deposits and material culture remains of the Middle Caddo and Historic Caddo period components
(Hamilton 1997; Jackson et al. 2000; Krieger 1946, 2000; Perttula et al. 2015; Wilson 1995). The T. M.
Sanders site is located on a broad alluvial terrace just south of the confluence of Bois d’Arc Creek and
the Red River (Figure 1).

Ceramic Vessel Sherd Sample

In recent years, several assemblages of ancestral Caddo sherds from the T. M. Sanders site have
been analyzed to better understand their temporal, stylistic, and technological character (see Perttula
2013; Perttula and Nelson 2016; Perttula et al. 2015). The 78 Caddo ceramic vessels in the Texas Ar-
cheological Research Laboratory collections have also been re-documented (Perttula et al. 2016). This
article continues this trend, as it concerns the analysis of a small sample of plain and decorated sherds
that was collected from the surface of the site in November 2004, but heretofore unstudied.

The 92 ceramic vessel sherds in this sample from the T. M. Sanders site are from plain, utility, and
fine ware vessels (Table 1). About 85 percent of the sherds are from grog-tempered vessels, and the
remainder are from bone-tempered vessels. The bone-tempered sherds are particularly prominent (80
percent) in the utility ware vessels, compared to 14 percent in the fine wares and 11 percent in the plain
ware sherds.

Table 1. Ceramic wares in the 2004 sample of sherds from the T. M. Sanders site.

Ware Grog-tempered Bone-tempered N
Plain 71 9 80
Utility 1 4 5
Fine 6 1 7
Totals 78 14 92

In the case of the non-slipped plain grog- and/or bone-tempered sherds and vessels from the T. M.
Sander site that had been subsumed within either earlier Sanders Plain or Paris Plain (see Brown 1996)
typological labels, Perttula et al. (2016) have redefined them as Bois d’Arc Plain. The 80 plain sherds
are all from Bois d’Arc Plain vessels. The plain to decorated sherd ratio in this assemblage is 6.67. Fine
wares comprise 58 percent of the decorated sherds (see Table 1).
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Figure 1. The location of the T. M. Sanders site in East Texas.

One Sanders Incised body sherd with diagonal opposed lines (see Perttula et al. 2016) is in the utility
wares, along with a bone-tempered body sherd with tool punctated rows. Two bone-tempered fingernail
punctated sherds (Figure 2) are from Monkstown Fingernail Impressed vessels (see Suhm and Jelks
1962). Both utility ware types are amongst the defined ceramic types in the Middle Caddo period com-
ponent at the T. M. Sanders site (Perttula et al. 2016:Table 2). The one remaining utility ware sherd has a
row of fingernail punctations above a horizontal brushing zone.

One of the fine ware sherds has opposed engraved lines, and may be from a Sanders Engraved vessel.
A second engraved sherd has a single curvilinear engraved line. Five of the seven fine ware sherds in this
sherd assemblage have a red slip on either one or both sherd surfaces, and they are from carinated bowls
and bottles. As redefined by Brown (1996:401-403 and Figures 2-191, 2-34¢, 2-37a-1, 2-38d, 2-39d, k,
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n-q, and 2-42b), Sanders Plain was considered
a grog-tempered, slipped, and undecorated
type found widely across the Caddo area. Ves-
sel forms include bowls, carinated bowls, and
narrow, and wide-mouthed bottles. Because
the key attribute of the Sanders Plain type was
the fact that vessels of the type had slipped
surfaces, rather than that they were plain,
based on the re-analysis of the ceramic vessels
from the Sanders site, Perttula et al. (2016)
have renamed the type as Sanders Slipped, so
that there is no confusion about the decora-
tive elements represented in this type. Sand-
ers Engraved and Sanders Slipped are among
Figure 2. Monkstown Fingernail Impressed body the principal fine ware types in the Middle
sherds from the T. M. Sanders site. Caddo period component at the T. M. Sanders
site (Perttula et al. 2016:Table 2), along with
Maxey Noded Redware.

Summary and Conclusions

A sample of 92 plain, utility, and fine ware sherds were collected from the surface of the T. M. Sand-
ers site (41LR2) in November 2004, but remained unstudied until now. The assemblage of sherds is from
the extensive Middle Caddo period occupation of the site, and includes sherds from grog- and bone-
tempered Bois d’Arc Plain, Sanders Incised, Monkstown Fingernail Impressed, Sanders Engraved, and
Sanders Slipped vessels. These vessels include jars, bottles, and carinated bowls.
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