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The Ceramic Sherd Assemblage from the C. D. Marsh Site
(41HS269) in Harrison County, Texas

Timothy K. Perttula, Mark Walters, and Patti Haskins

INTRODUCTION

The C. D. Marsh site (41HS269) is an ancestral Caddo settlement and cemetery on Eight Mile Creek, a
southwestward—flowing tributary to the Sabine River in southeastern Harrison County, Texas (Figure 1). It
is on an alluvial terrace about 1.6 km from the confluence of Eight Mile Creek and the Sabine River.
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Figure 1. The location of the C. D. Marsh site (41HS269) in East Texas.
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Buddy Calvin Jones discovered the site in January 1958, and he estimated that the habitation area
covered ca. 1-2 acres, with substantial midden deposits (Jones 1968:86). Jones collected a substantial
sample of plain and decorated ceramic vessel sherds (n=1736) from the habitation deposits (Jones 1968:96),
in addition to a number of ceramic vessels and other funerary offerings from Caddo burial features. A subset
of this reported sherd assemblage has been identified in the collections of the Gregg County Historical
Museum, and the 2015 analysis of that sherd sample is the subject of this article.

Archaeological Setting

A total of at least eight burials were excavated at the C. D. Marsh site on Eight Mile Creek by Jones in
1959-1960 (Figure 2), including Burial 1, an historic (dating after ca. A.D. 1685) Caddo period burial (Jones
1968:89). The six ceramic vessels in Burial 1 included two Emory Punctated—Incised jars, a La Rue Neck
Banded jar, one Simms Engraved carinated bowl, a small Natchitoches Engraved bottle, a Natchitoches
Engraved carinated bowl, and a large plain jar (Jones 1968:Plate 16a—g); European trade goods found with
this burial included two small silver disks. The other burials (Burials 2-8) are apparently part of an earlier
Caddo cemetery that is thought to be associated with the ca. A.D. 1350-17" century Pine Tree Mound
community along the Sabine River and its tributaries (Fields and Gadus 2012:663 and Figure 9.10). Jones
(1968:85) suggested that these latter burials are from a ca. A.D. 1200—1500 Caddo cemetery.
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Figure 2. Map of the C. D. Marsh site and the locations of the Historic Caddo burial (Burial 1) and the
prehistoric burial area.

There are a total of six ceramic vessels from the ca. A.D. 1200-1500 burials at the site that are
unassociated funerary objects in the Gregg County Historical Museum collections. This includes one
vessel each from Burials 5 and 8; the provenience of the other vessels at the site is unknown. The vessels
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represented include a grog—tempered Pennington Punctated—Incised carinated bowl; another grog—tempered
carinated bowl with a continuous engraved scroll motif; a Maydelle Incised grog—tempered carinated bowl;
a grog—tempered Pease Brushed—Incised jar; and a grog— and bone—tempered horizontal engraved bowl
(Perttula et al. 2014:Figures 81, 83—-86).

According to Jones (1968:Figure 6) and notes on file at the museum, these burials are located ca. 120
m east—southeast from the one Historic Caddo burial at the site (see Figure 2). The burials were placed in
extended supine position in north—south oriented pits in three rows (Figure 3), with the head of the deceased
at the southern end of the burial and facing north. The location of Burials 7 and 8 relative to the other burials
is unknown. Funerary offerings included ceramic vessels and mussel shells.
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Figure 3. Plan map of Burials 2—6 at the C. D. Marsh site.

One of the unassociated ceramic vessels at the C. D. Marsh site is a Ripley Engraved, var. McKinney
carinated bowl (Perttula et al. 2014:Figure 82). Such vessels would not be expected in a ca. A.D. 1200-1500
Caddo cemetery, and although this type of fine ware is commonly seen on post—A.D. 1600 Titus phase sites
in the region, it is rarely found in association with European trade goods. Therefore, it may represent a burial
from a third temporal component (ca. A.D. 1600-1685) at the site.
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Ceramic Sherd Assemblage

The present ceramic vessel sherd assemblage from the C. D. Marsh site is comprised of 634 plain
and decorated sherds (Table 1). About 73 percent of the sherds are from grog—tempered vessels and the
remainder are from bone—tempered vessels. The highest percentage of bone—tempered sherds are in the
utility wares (34 percent), and brushed bone—tempered vessels are quite common in the assemblage; only 19
percent of the fine ware sherds are from bone—tempered vessels.

Table 1. Ceramic vessel sherd assemblage from the C. D. Marsh site (41HS269).

Ware Grog—tempered Bone-tempered N
Plain 213 52 265
Utility 217 110 327
Fine 34 8 42
Totals 464 170 634

The plain to decorated sherd ratio (P/DR) in the C. D. Marsh site assemblage is 0.72; this is not much
different than the P/DR of 0.84 for the larger sherd assemblage reported by Jones (1968:96) from the site. Of
the 369 decorated sherds, about 89 percent are from utility ware vessels, and only 11.4 percent of the sherds
are from fine ware vessels (see Table 1).

There are a wide variety of decorative methods and decorative elements represented in the utility
ware sherds from the C. D. Marsh site (Table 2). About 58 percent of the sherds—and 35 percent of the
utility ware rim sherds—are from vessels with brushing marks, and another 16.5 percent have brushed
decorative elements in combination with either appliqued, appliqued—punctated, incised, or punctated
decorative elements; 20 percent of the rim sherds are from these vessels. Another 17.1 percent of the utility
ware vessels—and 30 percent of the utility ware rim sherds—have incised decorative elements. Tool and
fingernail punctated sherds represent 3.7 percent of the utility ware sherd assemblage, as well as 15 percent
of the utility ware rims. The other decorative methods represented in the C. D. Marsh utility ware sherds
are appliqued (0.3 percent), appliqued—incised (0.3 percent), incised—punctated (2.1 percent), incised—
punctated—appliqued (0.3 percent), pinched (0.9 percent), and ridged—brushed (0.3 percent) (Table 2).

Table 2. Decorative methods and elements in the utility ware sherds from the C. D. Marsh site
(41HS269).

Decorative method/ Rim Body N
Decorative element

Appliqued

straight appliqued ridge - 1 1

Appliqued-Incised

straight appliqued ridge and straight incised line - 1 1
Brushed

horizontal brushed 6 - 6
overlapping brushed - 8 8
parallel brushed - 175 175

vertical brushed 1 1 2
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Table 2. Decorative methods and elements in the utility ware sherds from the C. D. Marsh site
(41HS269), cont.

Decorative method/ Rim Body N
Decorative element

Brushed-Appliqued

diagonal brushed and straight appliqued fillet -
opposed brushed and straight appliqued ridge -
parallel brushed and straight appliqued fillet -
parallel brushed and straight appliqued ridge -
vertical brushing and vertical appliqued ridge -

—_ W O = N
—_— W O = N

Brushed-Appliqued—Punctated

horizontal brushed rim, vertical appliqued ridge on body, 1 — 1
vertical brushed body, and linear punctated row below
rim-body juncture

Brushed-Incised

horizontal brushed on rim and vertical brushed—incised 1 - 1
on body

parallel brushed—incised marks and lines - 18 18

parallel brushed and overlying parallel incised lines - 5 5

Brushed-Punctated

diagonal brushed and tool punctated row under lip 1 — 1
horizontal brushed and tool punctated row under lip 1 - 1
parallel brushed and fingernail punctated row through - 1 1
the brushing
parallel brushed and tool punctated row through the - 7 7
brushing

tool punctated row and diagonal brushed on body - 1 1
tool punctated row above horizontal brushing - 1 1
tool punctated row above vertical brushing - 1 1
Incised

curvilinear line - 1 1
diagonal lines 1 1 2
diagonal and vertical lines 1 - 1
diagonal lines and hatched zone 2 1 3
diagonal opposed lines - 3 3
horizontal lines 2 - 2
opposed lines 9 9
parallel lines - 28 28
parallel and cross—hatched lines - 2 2
straight line - 5 5

Incised-Punctated
curvilinear incised zone filled with circular punctations - 1 1
curvilinear incised line and adjacent tool punctated row - 1 1
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Table 2. Decorative methods and elements in the utility ware sherds from the C. D. Marsh site
(41HS269), cont.

Decorative method/ Rim Body N
Decorative element

parallel lines and adjacent tool punctated zone - 1 1

triangular incised zone filled with tool punctates - 4 4

Incised—Punctated—Appliqued
opposed incised lines and tool punctated zones, and - 1 1
straight appliqued fillet

Pinched

parallel pinched ridges - 3 3
Punctated

fingernail punctated row - 1 1
tool punctated row under the lip 1 - 1
tool punctated rows 2 8 10

Ridged-Brushed
straight ridge and parallel brushed - 1 1

Totals 20 307 327

The appliqued and appliqued—incised sherds are from jars that likely have vertical appliqued ridges
and vertical appliqued ridges—incised lines on the vessel body (see Table 2). These would have divided the
vessel body into panels that were either plain or were filled with incised lines; the latter is likely from a Pease
Brushed—Incised vessel (see Suhm and Jelks 1962:119).

The brushed sherds in the C. D. Marsh sherd assemblage are from Bullard Brushed jars with horizontal
or vertical brushing marks on the rim and overlapping or vertical brushing marks on the vessel body (see
Table 2). The frequency of brushed utility ware sherds at the site is notable, and the proportions of brushed
sherds suggest that the main ancestral Caddo occupation of the settlement at the C. D. Marsh site occurred
after ca. A.D. 1450 (Perttula 2014:31 and Table 13).

The brushed—appliqued, brushed—incised, brushed—punctated, and brushed—punctated—appliqued
(Figure 4a) sherds (see Table 2) are from Maydelle Incised, Pease Incised—Brushed, or Bullard Brushed
jars. These have brushed rims, and various appliqued, incised, or punctated elements on the vessel body in
conjunction with brushed background elements.

Most of the sherds from incised vessels have simple parallel or opposed lines, while rims and body
sherds from Maydelle Incised vessels have diagonal lines, diagonal and vertical lines, diagonal lines and a
hatched zone (see Figure 4b—f), diagonal opposed lines, and horizontal lines. Only one of the incised sherds
does not have a straight line or geometric decorative element (see Table 2).

The incised—punctated utility ware sherds have triangular or curvilinear incised zones filled with tool
punctations (see Figure 4g and Table 2); these are probably from Maydelle Incised jars (see Suhm and Jelks
1962:103). One body sherd has opposed incised lines that divide two tool punctated zones, and there is a
straight appliqued fillet paralleling one of the incised lines (see Figure 4h).
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Figure 4. Selected decorative elements represented in the utility ware sherds from the C. D. Marsh site
(41HS269): a, brushed—appliqued—punctated rim; b—c, e, incised rim sherds; d, f, incised body sherds; g,
incised—punctated body sherd; h, incised—appliqued—punctated body sherd.

Three body sherds from Killough Pinched jars have parallel rows of pinched ridges (see Table 2). Over
90 percent of the utility ware sherds with punctated elements have rows of tool punctations on the rim and/
or body. Only one body sherd has a row of fingernail punctations.

The one ridged—brushed body sherd in the C. D. Marsh site collection is from a Belcher Ridged, var.
Byram Ferry vessel. This is a 15" century A.D. utility ware likely made by a Caddo potter along the Red
River (Girard 2007).

The fine ware sherds from the C. D. Marsh site in the Gregg County Historical Museum collections are
from engraved vessels (Table 3), all from carinated bowls or bowls; no bottle sherds were identified in the
assemblage. About 5 percent of these sherds are from vessels that also have an ochre-rich red slip added
to the interior and exterior vessel surfaces. Only one engraved sherd (2.4 percent of the fine wares) has
evidence of a red clay pigment that had been rubbed in the engraved decorative element.
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Table 3. Decorative methods and elements in the fine ware sherds from the C. D. Marsh site
(41HS269).

Decorative method/ Rim Body N
Decorative element

Engraved

cross—hatched zone - 3*
curvilinear lines -
curvilinear hatched zone —
diagonal lines -
excised zone, narrow -
hatched zone 1
horizontal lines 3
horizontal line with tick marks -
horizontal and diagonal lines -
horizontal, vertical, and curvilinear lines -
parallel lines -
parallel and diagonal lines -
slanted scroll lines -
straight line - 14
straight line with tick marks - 1

S UC [ T S TS UV S )
—_ = W = = = W W = W — W W

—_——
N

Engraved-Red-Slipped
straight line and int./ext. red—slipped - 1 1
hatched zone and int./ext. red—slipped - 1 1

Totals 4 38 42

*one sherd with red pigment rubbed in engraved lines

The few rim sherds from fine ware vessels have either equally—spaced horizontal engraved lines or
a hatched zone (Figure 5c); one body sherd has a curvilinear hatched zone (Figure 5d). One lower rim
sherd from a carinated bowl has a Ripley Engraved slanting scroll decorative element (Figure 5a), and two
sherds are from Simms Engraved carinated bowls: they have straight or horizontal engraved lines with small
excised tick marks (Figure 5f). There is also a lower rim sherd from a Poynor Engraved vessel, probably
var. Blackburn (Perttula 2011:Figure 6-64b): this has closely—spaced horizontal, vertical, and curvilinear
decorative elements (Figure 5e).

As previously mentioned, two of the engraved sherds in the C. D. Marsh sherd assemblage have interior
and exterior red—slipped surfaces (see Table 3). One of these sherds simply has a single straight engraved
line, while the other has an engraved hatched zone (see Figure 5b).
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Figure 5. Selected decorative elements represented in the fine ware sherds from the C.
D. Marsh site (41HS269): a, engraved carinated bowl sherd; b, engraved-red-slipped
body sherd; c, engraved rim sherd; d—e, engraved body sherds; f, Simms Engraved
carinated bowl sherd.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The C. D. Marsh site (41HS269) is a Caddo settlement and cemetery on Eight Mile Creek, a tributary
to the Sabine River that was discovered in 1958 by Buddy Calvin Jones. One occupation of the site took
place in historic times, after ca. A.D. 1685, based on the recovery of Natchitoches Engraved vessels and two
silver disks from one burial. The majority of the ancestral Caddo occupation took place after ca. A.D. 1450,
based on the identification of several Late Caddo period fine ware types (including Ripley Engraved, Poynor
Engraved, and Simms Engraved), a 15" century Belcher Ridged, var. Byram Ferry sherd, and the overall
proportion of brushed sherds from utility ware vessels in the assemblage: 66.4 percent of all the decorated
sherds from the C. D. Marsh site have brushed decorative elements. None of the utility ware and fine ware
sherds in the site ceramic assemblage can be definitely associated with a post-A.D. 1685 Kinsloe phase
Caddo occupation.

The archaeological investigations at the C. D. Marsh site resulted in the collection of a large assemblage
of decorated utility ware and fine ware rim and body sherds (n=369) from habitation deposits there. The
stylistic character of these sherds is useful in assessing the age of the Caddo occupation at the site, and in
outlining the historical relationships evidenced in the decorative elements and motifs that speak of cultural
transmission and stylistic change and continuity in the decoration of Caddo vessels in the mid—Sabine River
basin.

The ceramic sherd assemblage is predominantly from grog—tempered vessels (73 percent); the remainder
are from bone—tempered vessels. There are 24 rim sherds from utility ware and fine wares in the ceramic
assemblage, and 83 percent are from utility ware vessels.

More than 88 percent of the decorated sherds from the C. D. Marsh site are from utility ware vessels
(n=327); fine wares (sherds with engraved and engraved-red—slipped decorative elements) comprise only
11.4 percent of the decorated sherd assemblage.
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Among the decorated utility ware rim sherds, decorative methods and elements include punctated
(primarily rows of tool punctations), incised—punctated (from Maydelle Incised jars), incised (most from
Maydelle Incised vessels), brushed (from Bullard Brushed jars), and brushed—punctated (also probably
from Bullard Brushed jars) decorative elements. Other utility wares include a number of sherds from Pease
Brushed—-Incised vessels, Killough Pinched jar sherds, and one Belcher Ridged, var. Byram Ferry sherd.

The fine ware sherds from the C. D. Marsh site include rims from engraved carinated bowls and bowls.
They feature rims with horizontal lines and various associated elements or a rim with a rectangular hatched
zone. One of the rims has a scroll element, which feature so prominently in post—ca. A.D. 1450 assemblages
in the mid—Sabine River basin (e.g., Fields and Gadus 2012).

In conclusion, the utility ware and fine ware sherds from the C. D. Marsh site in the Gregg County
Historical Museum collections are stylistically similar to the post-A.D. 1450 ceramic vessel sherds
documented from the Pine Tree Mound community (see Fields and Gadus 2012) a few miles to the northwest
on another tributary of the Sabine River, as well as to other sites in the area (Perttula 2014:Table 13). It is
likely that these stylistic similarities are indicative of the fact that various Caddo communities in this part
of the Sabine River basin had close social and cultural ties and established networks of contact and cultural
transmission of ideas and practices.
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