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A Ripley Engraved Vessel
from East Texas

Timothy K. Perttula

Introduction
An ancestral Caddo ceramic vessel from East Texas has been recently donated to the collections
of the Texas Archeological Research Laboratory at The University of Texas (TARL). The vessel comes
from an unknown site in an unknown East Texas county, and had been purchased in Marshall, Texas
some years ago (Marybeth Tomka, September 2017 personal communication). The decorative style of the
ceramic vessel, however, does indicate the defined ceramic type, its likely age, and where in East Texas
the ceramic vessel was likely manufactured.
Vessel Documentation
SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Unknown site and unknown East Texas county
VESSEL NO.: Tiemann Vessel No. 1
VESSEL FORM: Carinated bowl
NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: grog, bone, and hematite
RIM AND LIP FORM: Direct rim and rounded lip
CORE COLOR: H (fired in a reducing or low oxygen environment and cooled in the open air)
INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: brown
EXTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: dark grayish-brown
WALL THICKNESS (IN MM): rim, 7.6 mm
INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed
EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: burnished
HEIGHT (IN CM): 12.7
ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 26.0
DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): 25.5

BASE DIAMETER (IN CM) AND SHAPE OF BASE: 8.5 cm, circular and flat

ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 2.0
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DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The rim panel of the
vessel has an engraved scroll and circle motif repeated four times around the vessel (Figure 1). The
central element in the motif are four sets of engraved circles with a smaller inner circle. The central
circles are connected to each other by engraved slanting scrolls. The upper and lower scroll fill zones
have negative ovals outlined by hatched or excised brackets and triangular hatched areas. One negative
oval in either upper or lower scroll fill zones has a single short curvilinear excised line or spur within it.
The vessel body has vertical brushing marks that extend to within 30 mm of the vessel base.

PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL.: red pigment in the engraved lines

TYPE AND VARIETY (IF KNOWN): Ripley Engraved, var. Galt (see Fields et al. 2014:Table 8.6;
Perttula et al. 2012:Figure 5)
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Figure 1. Decorative elements on a Ripley Engraved, var. Galt
carinated bowl from East Texas that has been recently donated to
TARL.

Summary and Conclusions

Ripley Engraved, var. Galt carinated bowls were made primarily between ca. A.D. 1430-1600 by
Titus phase Caddo peoples (see Perttula 2012). These Caddo peoples lived in widespread settlements
and mound centers in both the Big Cypress and Sabine River basins in East Texas (see Fields and Gadus
2012) and these places had family and community cemeteries for adults and children. The burials in these
cemeteries were regularly accompanied by a variety of funerary offerings, particularly ceramic vessels of
a wide range of forms, sizes, and decorations.

This donated Ripley Engraved, var. Galt carinated bowl almost certainly is from an ancestral Caddo
burial feature that was dug in modern times by an East Texas collector, and then sold to an East Texas
artifact dealer, where it ended up in the hands of the family member that donated the vessel to TARL.
The documentation of this vessel adds specific information on a specific ancestral Caddo ceramic vessel
to the Caddo ceramic vessel database of over 7000 vessels from East Texas Caddo sites (see Perttula
2017).
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