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Reading S i t e  

Kesearch Design 

The Reading S i t e ,  41BU16, i s  a p r e h i s t o r i c  and h i s t o r i c  s i t e  loca t ed  i n  

Burleson County, Texas, on t h e  south  t e r r a c e  of t h e  Brazos River a t  t h e  

c ros s ing  of S t a t e  Highway 21. The s i t e  was f i r s t  repor ted  i n  1972 bu t  

was n o t  known t o  extend i n t o  t h e  right-of-way of SH 21 u n t i l  t h e  c l e a r-

i n g  of heavy brush i n  t h e  right-of-way i n  1979 revea led  i t s  presence.  

S ince  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  s i t e  has  been known by l o c a l  c o l l e c t o r s ,  b u t  t h e  

archaeology s e c t i o n  of t h e  S t a t e  Department of Highways and Pub l i c  Trans-

p o r t a t i o n  (SDHPT) was no t  n o t i f i e d  u n t i l  August 25, 1983. 

S ince  t h e  b r idge  cons t ruc t ion  p r o j e c t  was begun i n  May, 1983, t h e  s i t e  

has  a l r eady  been d rama t i ca l l y  impacted by cons t ruc t ion  a c t i v i t i e s .  A 

p o r t i o n  of t h e  s i te  remains i n t a c t  w i t h i n  t h e  right-of-way. This a r e a  

i s  approximately 10 by 45 meters i n  ex t en t  and was t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  

t e s t i n g  r e p o r t .  

The s i t e  i s  a l s o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of s i g n i f i c a n t  h i s t o r i c  a c t i v i t i e s .  Moseley's 

Ferry opera ted  cont inuously a t  t h e  s i t e  from 1846 t o  1912. It was l o c a t e d  

a long  both a  major navigable  r i v e r  and what was a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  on ly  sur-

veyed road through Texas, t h e  Camino Real o r  King's Highway. This  road was 

l a i d  out  i n  1691. Adding t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  f e r r y ' s  l o c a l e  

was i t s  proximity t o  Stone Ci ty ,  a s t a t i o n  on t h e  Hearne and Brazos Val ley 

Rai l road  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1891; Stone Ci ty  continued t o  be  a  v i a b l e  community 

through 1940. There a r e  no bu i ld ings  ex t an t  on t h e  s i t e  today. Documentary 

r e sea rch  i n t o  t h e  background of t h e  s i te  and f e r r y  ope ra t i on  has  a l r eady  begun 

and i s  t o  be  completed p r i o r  t o  excavat ion of t h e  s i te .  

1 



All archaeological activities will be performed in accordance with 36 CFR 66, 


Recovery of Scientific, Prehistoric, Historic, and Archaeological Data: Methods, 


Standards, and Reporting Requirements and be consistant with the Council of 


Texas Archeologist Guidelines for archaeological recovery. Excavation will be 


performed in accordance to a meter grid pattern. Units will be dug to sterile 


in arbitrary ten centimeter levels. All excavated material will be passed 


through 0.25 inch hardware cloth screen with artifacts catalogued by unit and 


level. Specifically, the mitigation of the adverse effects caused by this 


project and to comply with the provisions under 36 CFR 800.7(a) and to be 


consistant with the Memorandum of Understanding is as follows: 


1. The west profile, as exposed in a construction cut bank, will be cleared 


and recorded. 


2. Four 1 meter square units along the eastern margin of the right-of-way 


will be excavated by hand and will be in line with those test units previously 


excavated, (TU 1-4). 


3. A trench one meter wide and at least five meters long will be excavated 


by hand across the cut and fill (gully/ditch) observed in the western profile 


of the cut bank. 


4. A five meter square block (25 square meters) will be excavated in the 


area of greatest productivity. The placement of this block will be determined 


from the results of the tests conducted in September, 1983, and those excava-


tions conducted under items 2 and 3 above. 


5. A standard size sample of the deposits beginning 30 cm below the surface 

will be recovered from each of the excavation units along the right-of-way, the 

trench, and opposing corners of the block unit for water screening, flotation 



recovery and a n a l y s i s .  A 10 by 10 cm s e c t i o n  t h e  th ickness  of  t h e  excava-

t i o n  u n i t  i s  suggested.  S imi la r  samples should be taken from a l l  f e a t u r e s  

and b u r i a l s  encountered. No samples w i l l  be taken i n  t h e  upper 30 cm s i n c e  

t he se  d e p o s i t s  were d rama t i ca l l y  d i s tu rbed  i n  c l e a r i n g  ope ra t i ons .  

6. A l l  t h e  a n a l y s i s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  scope of work and r e sea rch  design 

w i l l  be accomplished and repor ted  a s  app rop r i a t e  t o  t h e  d a t a  and m a t e r i a l s  

recovered. 

7 .  The fol lowing r e p o r t s  w i l l  be prepared: a )  an i n t e r i m  p r o j e c t  le t ter  

r e p o r t  submit ted t o  t h e  SDHPT o u t l i n i n g  t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  f i e l d  i n v e s t i -

ga t ion  w i l l  be provided t o  t h e  SHPO, Corps of Engineers,  and Department 

of  t h e  I n t e r i o r ' s  Consulting Archeologis t  w i th in  60 days of completion of  

t he  f i e l d  work; b )  a f i n a l  t e c h n i c a l  r e p o r t  conforming t o  t h e  gu ide l ines  

presented i n  d r a f t  36 CFR 66, Appendix A and c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  t h e  Report 

Standards gu ide l ines  of t h e  Council of Texas Archeologis t s ,  w i t h i n  12 

months of c o n t r a c t  award; and c )  a popular r e p o r t  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  

such a s  p re s s  r e l e a s e s ,  media p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  o r  an economically produced 

pamphlet o r  brochure,  disseminated t o  t h e  publ ic .  

8. As  t h e  a r chaeo log ica l  m a t e r i a l s  and d a t a  form a  po r t i on  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  

h e r i t a g e  of t h e  S t a t e  of Texas and a r e  s t a t e  proper ty ,  they  w i l l  be  cu ra t ed  

i n  accordance wi th  t h e  Curat ion Standards of t h e  Council of Texas Archeolo-

g i s t s .  F i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  and c u r a t i o n  of a l l  d a t a  w i l l  b e  determined a t  

t h e  end of t h e  a n a l y s i s  per iod .  

It i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h e  excavat ion,  l abo ra to ry  a n a l y s i s ,  and w r i t i n g  

of t h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  be  performed through t h e  Archeological  Research Labora-

t o r y ,  Texas A&M Un ive r s i t y ,  College S t a t i o n ,  Texas. The r e sea rch  l a b o r a t o r y  

i s  under t h e  genera l  supe rv i s ion  of D r .  David L. Carlson. It is es t imated  t h a t  



excavat ion w i l l  r equ i r e  four t o  s i x  ind iv idua l s  and should be completed 

wi th in  two months. 

Preliminary t e s t i n g  of a rchaeologica l  s i t e  41BU16 revealed a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  

components of c u l t u r a l  occupation a t  t h e  s i t e .  The e a r l i e s t ,  a s  i d e n t i-

f i e d  by s tone  t o o l s  and d a r t  p o i n t s ,  i s  Archaic. Above t h e  Archaic i s  a 

zone conta in ing  mixed Late P r e h i s t o r i c  and H i s t o r i c  a r t i f a c t s .  It i s  

an t i c ipa ted  t h a t  only those zones below t h e  top 30 cm w i l l  conta in  i n t a c t  

f ea tu res  and a r e  expected t o  be Archaic i n  age. It i s  a l s o  a n t i c i p a t e d  

t h a t  information w i l l  be uncovered e a r l y  i n  t h e  proposed excavat ion which 

w i l l  l e ad  t o  dec la ra t ion  of a f f i l i a t i o n  hypothesis .  The r e a l  va lue  of 

41BU16 l i e s  i n  the  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  recovery of da t a  i n  an a r e a  from where 

t h e r e  has been l i t t l e  published. 

Analysis of recoverable microfauna, microf lora ,  and pol len  a r e  planned. 

S o i l  samples w i l l  be taken f o r  f i n e  screening and f l o t a t i o n .  I f  recovered 

radiocarbon samples w i l l  be submitted f o r  da t ing .  Environmental r e s u l t s  

w i l l  be of va lue  when combined wi th  a r t i f a c t u a l  da t a .  

Relat ionship of t h e  h i s t o r i c  record t o  the  a r t i f a c t u a l  evidence a t  t h e  

s i t e  w i l l  be  important t o  h i s t o r i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  Seasonal i ty  of t h e  

p r e h i s t o r i c  occupation, pas t  environmental condi t ions ,  and subs is tence  

s t r a t e g i e s  a t  t h i s  juncture of t h e  Brazos River a r e  top ic s  which can a l s o  

be addressed during excavat ion.  A s  with any dynamic approach t o  research ,  

da t ing  the  occupat ions,  along wi th  t h e  o the r  top ic s  mentioned, w i l l  be  

r e f ined  a s  t h e  d a t a  a r e  co l l ec t ed .  Some s p e c i f i c  research  d i r e c t i o n s  

regarding 41BU16 a r e  a s  fol lows:  



1. A major concern a t  t h e  s i t e  was t h e  es tab l i shment  of Moseley's Ferry 

which opera ted  between 1846 and 1912. There were a l s o  h a b i t a t i o n s  and 

bus inesses  i n  t h e  a r e a  up t o  and a f t e r  1950. None of t he se  e x i s t  today. 

A s  regards  t o  t h e  Texas S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  P re se rva t ion  P lan ,  41BU16 i s  in-

cluded wi th in  t h e  Upper and Lower South (Period Two) Study Un i t s ;  thus  

t h e  h i s t o r i c  m a t e r i a l s  p r e sen t  a t  t h e  s i te  may have the  p o t e n t i a l  t o  

r e v e a l  p a r t i c u l a r s  concerning westward expansion and t h e  s t eady  migra t ion  

of United S t a t e s '  c i t i z e n s  i n t o  Texas through t h e  end of t h e  n ine t een th  

cen tury .  A segment of t h e  same s tudy w i l l  be  t h e  sites r o l e  i n  develop-

ment of  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  systems i n  t h e  S t a t e  of Texas. 

2. A f e a t u r e  found p r i o r  t o  t e s t i n g  was t h a t  of a p r e h i s t o r i c  b u r i a l .  

Although t h i s  may have been an i s o l a t e d  in te rment ,  t h e r e  remains t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  of o t h e r s  being found. Should more b u r i a l s  be found they 

w i l l  be  s u b j e c t  t o  o s t e o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  and de te rmina t ion  of c u l t u r a l  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  This  d a t a  w i l l  be important  i n  s t u d i e s  of p r e h i s t o r i c  

b u r i a l  p r a c t i c e s  i n  t h e  region.  

3 .  Through excavat ion of t h e  c u l t u r a l  d e p o s i t s ,  a chronology f o r  t h e  

s i te  can be formulated. This ,  i n  t u r n ,  can be compared t o  t h e  chronolo-

g i c a l  cons t ruc t s  which e x i s t  f o r  surrounding reg ions .  The recovery of 

d i a g n o s t i c  l i t h i c  t o o l s  from S i t e  41BU16 i s  expected t o  be  very good and 

w i l l  be  important  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  the  s i t e s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  immediate 

a r e a  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  c u l t u r a l  framework i n  t h e  S t a t e  of Texas. 

4. Examination of t h e  chipped s t o n e  m a t e r i a l  recovered i n  t e s t i n g  and a 

review of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  would i n d i c a t e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of t h e  p r e h i s t o r i c  

components t o  t he  Cen t r a l  Texas Archaic (Weir 1976) ,  t h e  Lake Limestone 

a r e a  (Mallouf 1979) and Robertson County (P rewi t t  1975) no r th  of t h e  s i t e ,  

and the  Lake Somervi l le  a r e a ,  Burleson County (Peterson 1965) south  of t h e  



site.  The p o t t e r y  from t h e  s i t e  appears  r e l a t e d  t o  ceramics  from t h e  


Lake Conroe a r e a  (Shafer  1968) i n  Montgomery County e a s t  of t h e  s i te .  


Data c o r r e l a t i o n  w i th  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  as w e l l  a s  w i th  o t h e r  s i t e s ,  w i l l  


s e r v e  t o  b r i n g  i n t o  focus  a s p e c t s  of chronology,  s u b s i s t a n c e  s t r a t e g i e s ,  


and f u n c t i o n ,  and w i l l  a l s o  s e r v e  t o  man i f e s t  a  s e c u r i t y  i n  ou r  knowledge 


gained from t h e  Reading S i t e ,  41BU16. 
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