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INTRODUCTION 


This report presents a program for archaeological and historical data recovery 


along portions of Houston and Bowie Streets, San Antonio, Texas. These 


streets, situated just east of the Alamo Plaza Historic District, are sched-


uled for expansion as parts of main access routes to the inner-city Las 


Tiendas Mall development in San Antonio. Both the mall complex and street 


expansion have projected completion dates of December 1987. 


A brief discussion of the street modifications, the archaeological and histori-


cal significance of the study area, and preliminary investigations are 


presented as an introduction to a description of limited testing. Based on 


past field work and archival reviews, recommendations for further work are 


presented with particular emphasis on research design, strategy, and methodo-


logies. 


All field work to date and portions of the background historical research have 


been conducted by the Archaeology Office, Community Factors Section, Highway 


Design Division, Texas State Department of Highways and Public Transportation 


(SDHPT), Austin. In cooperation with the SDHPT and Day-Zimmermann, Inc. 


(consulting managers of the Las Tiendas Project), the Center for Archaeological 


Research, the University of Texas at San Antonio (CAR-UTSA) has also furnished 


a preliminary archival review for the project area. Extracts from these data 


are included in Section II-Bof this report. 




Description of  S t r e e t  Modi f ica t ions  

( E x t r a c t e d  From SDHPT P r o j e c t  D e s c r i p t i o n )  

The p r o j e c t  l i m i t s  f o r  t h i s  San Antonio urban systems improvement on Houston 

and Bowie S t r e e t s  a r e  Bonham and Commerce s t r e e t s ,  major c i t y  ar ter ia l  faci l i-

t i e s  ( F i g u r e  1 ) .  They a r e  a l s o  t h e  l o g i c a l  s t u d y  t e r m i n i .  The c h a r a c t e r  of  

t h e  a r e a  i s  urban.  P r o j e c t  l e n g t h  a long  t h e  new and e x i s t i n g  a l ignment  i s  

1585 ' .  The e x i s t i n g  right-of-way width i s  u s u a l l y  44 .4 ' .  The proposed width  

v a r i e s  from 72'  on Houston S t r e e t  t o  86' on Bowie between Houston and C r o c k e t t  

and 81'  between C r o c k e t t  and Commerce. Access c o n t r o l  i s  l i m i t e d  o n l y  by c i t y  

r e g u l a t i o n s  and topography. T h i s  w i l l  remain unchanged. The type of f a c i l i t y  

planned u t i l i z e s  a curbed boulevard s e c t i o n  on both  Houston and Bowie S t r e e t s .  

Houston S t r e e t  w i l l  have f o u r  l a n e s  w i t h  a 12 '  r a i s e d  median. The two o u t s i d e  

l a n e s  w i l l  be 13 '  wide and t h e  two i n s i d e  o n e s ,  11'. Bowie S t r e e t ,  between 

Houston and C r o c k e t t  S t r e e t s ,  w i l l  have f i v e  l a n e s  s e p a r a t e d  by a  12 '  r a i s e d  

median. Three southbound l a n e s  w i l l  be 1 2 '  wide excep t  f o r  t h e  o u t s i d e  l a n e  

which will be 1 3 ' .  The two northbound l a n e s  w i l l  be 1 2 '  f o r  t h e  l a n e  n e a r  t h e  

median and 13 '  on t h e  o u t s i d e  one. Between Crocke t t  S t r e e t  and Commerce 

S t r e e t  t h e r e  w i l l  be two northbound l a n e s ,  t h r e e  southbound l a n e s  and a  12 '  

wide r a i s e d  median. The o u t s i d e  l a n e s  on both  w i l l  be 12 '  wide,  t h e  o t h e r  

11 ' .  The g e n e r a l  h o r i z o n t a l  and v e r t i c a l  a l ignment  i s  very  moderate and t y p i-

c a l  of a sou thwes te rn  urban s e t t i n g .  There a r e  no i n t e r c h a n g e s ,  b r i d g e s  o r  

o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s  planned. At-grade i n t e r s e c t i o n s  w i l l  be a t  E.  Commerce, 

Blum, C r o c k e t t ,  Houston and Bonham s t r e e t s .  The c u r r e n t  and d e s i g n  average  

d a i l y  t r a f f i c  a r e  3700 v e h i c l e s  pe r  day and 7500 vpd r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The n a t u r e  

of s e r v i c e  t h e s e  s t r e e t s  w i l l  perform i s  t h a t  of urban a r t e r i a l s .  U t i l i t y  



PROJECT 


F igure  1. L imi t s  of t h e  P r o j e c t  Area 



a d j u s t m e n t s  a r e  contemplated a s  t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  an  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of t h e  


Tiendas  Del Rio Downtown Mall p r o j e c t .  


Archaeo log ica l- His to r ica l  Background of Study Area 

Data C o l l e c t i o n  

The a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y  of t h e  

Houston-Bowie S t r e e t s  p r o j e c t  a r e a  f a l l  i n t o  two broad c a t e g o r i e s :  (1) those  

c u l t u r a l  remains which may be l inked  t o  s u p p o r t i v e  h i s t o r i c a l  documentat ion 

and; ( 2 )  c u l t u r a l  remains -- e i t h e r  p r e h i s t o r i c  o r  h i s t o r i c a l  -- f o r  which no 

documentary r e c o r d  e v e r  e x i s t e d ,  f o r  which such r e c o r d s  have been d e s t r o y e d  i n  

p a s t  t i m e s ,  o r  f o r  which no records  have y e t  been found. These h i s t o r i c a l  

c a t e g o r i e s  may be subdivided by seven broad c h r o n o l o g i c a l  p e r i o d s  t h a t  a r e  

a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  a r e a ' s  development: ( 1 )  the  H i s t o r i c  I n d i a n  and Spanish 

C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ;  ( 2 )  S e c u l a r i z a t i o n  and E a r l y  Mexican; ( 3 )  Texas Republ ic  and 

Annexation ;  (4) Mid-Late 19 th  c e n t u r y  (from e a r l y  s t a t e h o o d  t o  C i v i l  War); ( 5 )  

R e c o n s t r u c t i o n ;  (6 )  Late  19 th- ear ly  20th c e n t u r y  r e s i d e n t i a l  and;  ( 7 )  20th 

c e n t u r y  commercial .  

The SDHPT's historical/archaeological  review was o r i g i n a l l y  d i r e c t e d  toward a 

c o l l e c t i o n  of d a t a  t h a t  would n o t  o n l y  p r e s e n t  an overview t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  

development of t h e  a r e a  b u t  would a l s o  i n c l u d e  a  b lock  and l o t  s p e c i f i c  

d e s c r i p t i o n  of former p r o p e r t y  ownerships and p a s t  s t r u c t u r e s  a l o n g  Houston- 

Bowie S t r e e t s .  Th i s  in fo rmat ion  would be cons idered  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of p r e v i o u s  

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  work i n  t h e  a r e a ,  p a s t  d e s t r u c t i v e  impac t s ,  and 

t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  s i g n i f i c a n t  c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  impacted l o c a l e s .  



During t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  overview s t u d y ,  i t  was l e a r n e d  t h a t  Day-Zimmermann, 

I n c . ,  c o n s u l t i n g  managers of  t h e  Las Tiendas  P r o j e c t ,  had c o n t a c t e d  UTSA and 

asked t h e  CAR-UTSA t o  conduct a  p r e l i m i n a r y  a r c h i v a l  r ev iew a l o n g  p o r t i o n s  o f  

t h e  Houston-Bowie S t r e e t s  p r o j e c t .  Th i s  was i n i t i a t e d  t o  e x p e d i t e  any f u r t h e r  

work and t o  c o o p e r a t e  a s  c l o s e l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  w i t h  any SDHPT involvement .  

The b r i e f  UTSA r e p o r t ,  produced by I. Waynne Cox a s h o r t  t ime l a t e r ,  was a 

r e c o r d s  rev iew (from t h e  1850 's  - modern t i m e s )  from t h e  Bexar County 

Cour thouse .  Cox c o n c e n t r a t e d  on t h e  p a s t  ownerships  and r e c o r d e d  s t r u c t u r e s  

a l o n g  E a s t  Houston S t r e e t  between C r o c k e t t  and Bonham S t r e e t s .  The Cox r e p o r t  

was reviewed by a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  of  t h e  SDHPT a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  CAR-UTSA Las 

T iendas  P r o j e c t  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s  and e x t r a c t s  have been i n c l u d e d  i n  d e s c r i p-

t i o n s  of  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  background of s p e c i f i c  l o t s .  

The a r c h i v a l  r ev iew conducted by A.  McGraw, SDHPT a r c h a e o l o g i s t ,  t h e n  con-

c e n t r a t e d  on d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  and assessments  o f  c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  p o t e n t i a l  

p r i o r  t o  t h e  mid-19th c e n t u r y .  Sources c o n s u l t e d  f o r  t h i s  l a t t e r  work i n c l u d e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  on f i l e  a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s o u r c e s :  

Aus t in :  

The Barker  Texas H i s t o r y  Cen te r  

The L a t i n  American S t u d i e s  Cen te r  

The (PCL) Casteneda L i b r a r y  

The C a t h o l i c  Archives  o f  Texas 

The Texas N a t u r a l  Resources I n f o r m a t i o n  S e r v i c e  
d a t a  on f i l e ,  Archaeology L i b r a r y ,  SDHPT 

San Antonio:  
d a t a  on f i l e ,  C i t y  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  O f f i c e  
Research L i b r a r y ,  Daughters o f  t h e  Republ ic  o f  Texas ,  

The Alamo 
Spanish  Arch ives ,  Bexar County Cour thouse  Records 
Old Spanish  Miss ion Records ,  Our Lady of  t h e  Lake 

U n i v e r s i t y  
Cen te r  f o r  Archaeo log ica l  Resea rch ,  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

Texas a t  San Antonio 



I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  background a r c h i v a l  c o l l e c t i o n ,  c o o r d i n a t i o n  was a l s o  

e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  Environmental  and Community F a c t o r s  S e c t i o n ,  Highway Design 

D i v i s i o n ,  SDHPT, w i t h  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  invo lved  

w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  s t r e e t  m o d i f i c a t i o n  p r o j e c t .  

H i s t o r i c a l  Summary 

Th i s  b r i e f  review i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  two segments.  The f i r s t ,  compiled by 

A. McGraw of  t h e  SDHPT, d i s c u s s e s  developments from t h e  Spanish  C o l o n i a l  

p e r i o d  t o  c a .  1840. The d a t a  f o c u s  on t h e  Miss ion  San Antonio de  Va le ro  and 

i t s  m i s s i o n  f i e l d s  e a s t  o f  t h e  compound, t h e  impacts  o f  s e c u l a r i z a t i o n ,  and 

l a t e r  a s p e c t s  of t h e  a r e a  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  1836 b a t t l e f i e l d .  The a r e a  of 

d i s c u s s i o n  a c t u a l l y  covers  a much wider l o c a t i o n  t h a n  t h e  c u r r e n t  

Houston-Bowie S t r e e t s  l o c a l e  b u t  t h e  SDHPT road p r o j e c t  i s  an  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  

t h i s  l a r g e r  a r e a .  

The l a c k  of  d e t a i l e d  h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d s  throughout  t h e s e  t ime f rames ,  by 

n a t u r e ,  makes such a n  overview g e n e r a l  i n  scope b u t  n o n e t h e l e s s  o f f e r s  a 

b r o a d e r  p e r s p e c t i v e  from which t o  p o s t u l a t e  t h e  ev idences  o f  e a r l y  a rchaeo log-  

i c a l  remains .  

Throughout t h e  miss ion  p e r i o d  o f  San Antonio d e  V a l e r o ,  t h e  l a n d s  e a s t  o f  t h e  

m i s s i o n  compound were u t i l i z e d  f o r  c u l t i v a t i o n .  The g e n e r a l  a r e a  i s  

i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  F i g u r e s  2  and 3. The c rops  from t h e s e  f i e l d s  i n c l u d e d  maize ,  

c h i l i ,  beans ,  and c o t t o n ,  a s  d e s c r i b e d  in 1762 by Fray Mariano F r a n c i s c o  d e  

l o s  Dolores  d u r i n g  a n  i n s p e c t i o n  of  t h e  miss ion .  Fray Mariano a l s o  no ted  t h a t  

( a t  l e a s t  some) of t h e s e  f i e l d s  were fenced ( i n  Schuetz  1966: 24, 26).  These 



Figure 2 .  E a r l i e s t  ske tch  found f o r  area .  Extracted from Schuetz ,  1966. 



Fig. 3 Mapa del Presidio D San Antonio D Bexar. Drawing from Menchaca, 1764. Extracted from Schuetz, 1966. 



f i e l d s  were i r r i g a t e d  by the  Acequia Madre ( l oca t ed  ca.  one block e a s t  of 

present-day Bowie S t r e e t ) .  Some ind i ca t ions  of l a t e r a l  c ana l s  a r e  i l l u s t r a t e d  

on a  drawing based on a  map by the  Marquis de Aguayo i n  t h e  l a t e  1700's and 

po r t i ons  of t he  f i e l d s  a r e  i n  t he  background of t he  Labas t ida  map of t h e  Alamo 

i n  1836 ( s ee  F igure  4 ) .  By 1777-1778, Morfi noted t he  mission popula t ion  was 

so reduced, i t  b a r e l y  had enough people t o  c u l t i v a t e  t he  f i e l d s  (Castaneda, 1932:81-82).

No re fe rences  t o  j a c a l  o r  o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s  cons t ruc ted  o u t s i d e  and e a s t  of t he  

complex wa l l s  have been uncovered f o r  t he  Spanish Colonial/Mission Period .  I t  

should be noted t h a t  t h i s  nega t ive  evidence is  the  r e s u l t  of a  l a ck  of docu-

mentary d a t a ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y ,  a c t u a l  f a c t .  In  conversa t ion  wi th  James Ivey,  

Nat ional  Park Serv ice  a r chaeo log i s t ,  Southwest Region, it was r e c e n t l y  pointed 

ou t  t h a t  a p r ev ious ly  undocumented co lon ia l  lime ki ln  may have e x i s t e d  i n  t he  

a r ea  of the Acequia Madre e a s t  of the mission ( v i c i n i t y  of o r  e a s t  of p r e sen t-

day Bowie S t r e e t ) ( p e r s o n a l  communication, 2/18/87). 

Following a  lengthy d e c l i n e ,  the  s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  of Mission San Antonio de 

Valero d iv ided  t h e  mission lands among the  40 refugees from Los Adaes and t o  

o the r  Yalero mission peoples .  Early records  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  fou r  and poss ib ly  

f i v e  i n d i v i d u a l s  drawing by l o t s  took possession of t he  lands  t h a t  encompass 

present- day Houston-Bowie S t r e e t s .  These names a r e  presen ted  i n  t h e  t r a n s-

l a t i o n s  of t he  s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  document of 1793 (on f i l e ,  Spanish Archives ,  

Bexar County cour thouse) .  The p r o p e r t i e s  of the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a r e  i l l u s t r a t e d  

i n  the  accompanying f i g u r e  a s  they a r e  ove r l a id  on a  1912 San Antonio s t r e e t  

map (Figure 5) .  I t  should be noted t h a t  these  e a r l y  s u e r t e  d i v i s i o n s  may 

i n d i c a t e  the  most l i k e l y  l oca t ions  fo r  l a t e r a l  i r r i g a t i o n  c a n a l s  of t he  

Acequia Madre, a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  t o  the e a s t .  There a r e  some d i sc repanc i e s  i n  





Fig.  5 1912 San Antonio s t reet  map with or iginal  suer te  ownerships .  Numbers  
in  c i rc les  correspond (?)  to  or iginal  suer te  numbers .  On f i le ,  Bexar  County 
Courthouse Archives .  Note:  no Jose de la  Zerda l is ted,  presumably Juan de la  
Zerda.  Alternat ively,  i t  may refer  to  Jose de Zepeda of  suer te  #26;  this  
would then correspond with the sequence of  names and numbers  of  the 1793 secu-
lar izat ion land dis t r ibut ion.  



the  preliminary a r c h i v a l  documentation of these  s u e r t e s ;  f o r  example the  

sequence of names and s u e r t e  numbers l i s t e d  i n  1793 does no t  t o t a l l y  fo l low 

the accompanying 1912 map sequence o r  t he  Rullmann map of 1837 (Figure 6 )  

i d e n t i f y i n g  the  same a rea .  

The impact of s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  on the  h i s t o r i c a l  development of t h e  c u r r e n t  pro-

j e c t  a r ea  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by the  r e p o r t  of the  l i e u t e n a n t  governor of Valero i n  

1809. He repor ted  t h a t  many c u l t i v a t e d  f i e l d s  had been abandoned f o r  a s  long 

a s  12 years  due t o  the  i n d i f f e r e n c e  of t h e i r  owners and a dec l ine  of produc-

t i v i t y  fol lowing the land d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 1793 ( i n  Schuetz 1966:35). 

The lack  of economic growth and the  development of the  c i t y  i n  genera l  was 

c r i t i c a l l y  a f f e c t e d  by the  d e s t r u c t i v e  impacts 'of the  Spanish General 

Arredondo's suppression of a p rov inc i a l  r e v o l t  i n  1813. H i s  a c t i o n s ,  combined 

with r eg iona l  Indian depreda t ions ,  e f f e c t i v e l y  a r r e s t e d  growth throughout t h e  

a rea  f o r  almost a decade. It was only during the  1836 per iod of independence 

t h a t  t he  mission lands of San Antonio de Valero became h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i -

cant  a s  the  ba t t leground f o r  t h e  second (and more famous) b a t t l e  of t h e  Alamo 

t h a t  culminated on March 6 ,  1836. 

General Miguel Sanchez noted (map on f i l e ,  Barker Texas His tory  c e n t e r )  t h a t  

the  Mexican cava l ry  under General Sesma occupied the  Alameda (along presen t-

day Commerce S t r e e t ;  a l s o  once known a s  t he  Gonzales Road) south  and e a s t  of 

the Alamo. The Mexican Permanent B a t t a l i o n ,  Jimenez, was a l s o  placed e a s t  of 

the  f o r t .  Williams (1933: 29) a l s o  notes  t h a t  a  sk i rmish  took p l ace  between 

Sesma's cava l ry  and a  detachment of Texans e a s t  of the  mission on February 26, 

1836 but  does not  g ive  d e t a i l s .  

The a c t u a l  a t t a c k  on March 6 ,  1836 included four  columns, t he  t h i r d  of  which 

was under t he  command of Col. Jo se  Maria Romero a t t a c k i n g  from the  e a s t  



Fig.  6 Rul lman 's  map of  San Antonio ,  1837.  On f i le  a t  the  DRT Library ,  The 
Alamo.  Approximate  areas  of  modern s t reets  are  in  yel low.  Note  inconsis tency 
of  " M. Lopez" suer te  wi th  other  documentary  evidence.  Note  a lso  the  poss ibi-
l i ty  of  acequia  la tera l  canals  a long or iginal  boundary l ines .  



(F igure  7). Cons is t ing  of two ( r i f l e )  companies of f u s i l i e r s  from the  

Matamoros and Jimenez b a t t a l i o n s ,  t h e i r  t o t a l  s t r e n g t h  was ca.  300 men. This  

f o r c e ,  a t t a c k i n g  the  s t rong ly  defended e a s t  w a l l ,  was b lood i ly  repulsed  by 

heavy cannon  f i r e  t h a t  even tua l ly  d ive r t ed  t he  a t t a c k  t o  t he  n o r t h e a s t  w a l l  

(de l a  Pena 1975: 47-48). The cava l ry ,  under Sesma, maneuvered south and e a s t  

t o  i n t e r c e p t  any escapees.  

The eventua l  f u n e r a l  pyre(s?)  from t h i s  b a t t l e  have been an i n t e r e s t i n g  foot-

n o t e  i n  t he  h i s t o r i e s  t h a t  have followed. The a c t u a l  l o c a t i o n  of the  pyre(s )  

has been l o s t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  record and the  accounts  t h a t  e x i s t  o f t e n  

c o n f l i c t .  Various sources  have placed i t  e a s t  of t he  mission ( s ee  Markey 

1981) and the  CAR-UTSA thought i t  might be i n  the  1010 block of t he  Las 

Tiendas P r o j e c t  a rea .  

I n  summary, the per iod from ca.  1720 t o  the  mid-19th cen tu ry  is  poorly docu-

mented f o r  t he  p r o j e c t  a rea .  P o t e n t i a l  f e a t u r e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t he  mission e r a  of 

San Antonio de Valero, such a s  a network of acequia  l a t e r a l  c a n a l s ,  e a r l y  

j a c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  ou t s ide  the  compound o r  b a t t l e f i e l d- r e l a t e d  m a t e r i a l s  asso-

c i a t e d  wi th  the  storming of the Alamo i n  1836, may e x i s t  i n  t he  genera l  a r e a  

b u t  a r e  undocumented i n  the h i s t o r i c a l  record.  While t he  long- term urbaniza-

t i o n  of  San Antonio has no doubt destroyed much of t he  evidence of e a r l y  a c t i -

v i t i e s  around Mission Valero, the c u l t u r a l  resources  p o t e n t i a l  of t h i s  a r e a  i s  

considered q u i t e  high. 





Historical Summary 


(CAR-UTSA continuation; extracted from Cox 1987:2) 


The area-was a portion of the lands awarded to Mission San Antonio de Valero 


after its re-location in 1724 (Habig 1977:35). In 1793, the Mission was 


secularized and the lands were divided among the mission Indians and other 


citizens. The area in question was awarded to Juan Bautista de la Zerda, a 


refugee from the Los Adaes settlement abandoned by the Spanish in 1773 


(Spanish Archives Vol. III:229, Bexar County Courthouse). In 1839, Asa 


Mitchell purchased the de la Zerda property from Casanio Zerda, heir to the 


estate of Antonio de la Zerda and his wife, Josefa Mitchell, for $200 (Bexar 


County Deed Records, BCDR, A2:159). The land' was purchased, in 1849, by John 


J. Giddings and platted for subdivision. He named the streets for Alamo 


heroes (Bonham, Bowie, Crockett, and Travis). The names are retained in the 


area but there has been some shifting of location. Travis Street, ca. 1851, 


was re-named East Houston, and the upper portion of Bonham Street was orig-


inally called Nacogdoches Road. Developments of the area are illustrated in 


Figures 8, 9, and 10. 


A continuation of the background archival/historical research for the period 

of ca. 1850 - present was conducted by the CAR-UTSA. This work, block and lot 

specific, was compiled by W. Cox (1987) (CAR-UTSA). Cox's history of the lots 

has been extracted and included as "Historical Background" in lot descriptions 

of Section I I  (Limited Testing). His work describes the East Houston Street 

area between Bonham and Bowie Streets. This work is qualitatively different 

from the research/interpretive approach used to assess the earlier cultural 







Fig. 10 Koch's Bird's Eye View of San Antonio, 1873. On file, DRT Library, 

The Alamo. Streets, acequias, and existent structures are noted. 




period developments. In the former, asaessments of potential cultural resour-

ces are made in consideration of the lack of supportive documentary evidence; 

from the period of 1850 - present, recommendations are based on the supportive 

existence of background information. 


Previous Investigations Within the Las Tiendas Mall Area 


The available CAR-UTSA information is currently unpublished a n dconsists of 


four reports: 


(1) 	The Research Design for Las Tiendas Del Rio Project, July 1984, 

5 pages. 


(2) 	 Preliminary Cultural Resources Assessment for the Las Tiendas Del Rio 

Shopping Mall Site, San Antonio, Texas, Betty J. Markey, 1981, 

40 pages. 


(3) 	 Data Recovery Program for Las Tiendas Del Rio Project, April 1985, 

25 pages. 


This work is supplemented by: 


(4) Preliminary Cultural Resources Study of the Houston and Crockett 

Streets Parking Lots, San Antonio, Texas, I. Waynne Cox, 1982, 

15 pages. 


Additional work (previously discussed in this report) consists of: 


An Archival Analysis of Seven Lots on Houston Street, New City Block 

165, San Antonio, Texas, Waynne Cox, 1987, 8 pages. 


No final or draft reports are available for the overall archaeological studies 

of the Las Tiendas Project at this date. 


All of the listed works available are preliminary in nature. Item 82 above 


presents a general overview of the Las Tiendas Project area as of 1981. The 


reader is referred to pp 25-32 of this 1981 study, especially section numbers 


1, 3, 5, 6, 7, and 11 and pp 33-34, Recommendations. 




Item # 3  above, t h e  d a t a  recovery program r e p o r t ,  summaries block/lot s p e c i f i c  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i nc lud ing  s e v e r a l  f e a t u r e s / s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  once f r o n t e d  a long  

Bowie S t r e e t .  The 25-page r e p o r t  summarizes bo th  f i e l d  and a r c h i v a l  d e s c r i p -  

t i o n s  of i n d i v i d u a l  p rope r ty  ownerships and s t r u c t u r a l / f e a t u r e  remains.  The 

r e p o r t  appears  t o  be an i n t e r im  work and background a r c h i v a l  in format ion  i s  

more d e t a i l e d  than f i e l d  da t a .  No q u a n t i f i a b l e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of t h e  c o l l e c t e d  

a r t i f a c t s  a r e  p resen ted  and no comparisons o r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  pa t-

t e r n s  of  urban change o r  in te r- block  developments a r e  drawn. The r e p o r t  does  

i d e n t i f y  t h e  ch rono log i ca l  sequence of  a c t i v i t i e s  and,  of t h e  17 l o t s  

de sc r i bed ,  s e v e r a l  r e f l e c t  t h e  remains of s t r u c t u r e s  cons t ruc t ed  c i r c a  1850. 

The m a j o r i t y  r e p r e s e n t  r e s i dences  and commercial a c t i v i t i e s  du r ing  t h e  

t u r n  of t h e  cen tury .  Only one l o t  was i d e n t i f i e d  as con t a in ing  a r t i f a c t s  

e a r l i e r  than  1861 (Block 1010, Lot 2) .  No i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of t h e s e  d e p o s i t s  

a r e  p r e sen t ed .  A c i t y  b l ock /Lo t  map  on t h e  fo l lowing  page (F igure  11) is 

annota ted  t o  i d e n t i f y  p a s t  UTSA work addressed i n  t he  1985 r e p o r t .  

The 1982 I.W. Cox s tudy  ( l i s t e d  i tem #4 ) produced an a r c h i v a l  review of  por-

t i o n s  of Houston and Crocke t t  S t r e e t s .  Appl icable  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  work on 

Houston-Bowie S t r e e t s  a r e  f ou r  l o t s  a long  E. Houston and two l o t s  t h a t  f r o n t e d  

a long  t h e  co rne r  of Bowie and Crocke t t  S t r e e t s .  I t  should be noted t h a t  t h e s e  

l a s t  two l o t s  once included a l a t e  19 th  cen tu ry  r e s idence  (de s t royed  i n  1913). 

Cox (pe r sona l  communication, 2/11/87) i n d i c a t e s  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  may have had a  

basement. The r eade r  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  page 12 of  Cox's work f o r  an o v e r- a l l  

summary of i d e n t i f i e d  resources  i n  t h i s  a r ea .  

The CAR-UTSA work i s  supplemented by t h e  SDHPT c o l l e c t i o n  of l i t h o g r a p h s ,  

i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  maps, and photographs of Houston-Bowie S t r e e t s  from mid-19th t o  





early 20th century. Of special interest are the photocopies of the 1885-1912 


Sanborn insurance maps that detail structures. These may be compared to 


extracts of Cox's 1987 work in the following section (under "Historical 


Background" of individual lot descriptions). 




LIMITED TESTING OPERATIONS 

Tes t i ng  S t r a t e g y  

I n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i th  t h e  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  P r e se rva t i on  O f f i c e ,  Texas H i s t o r i c a l  

Commission, a three- segmented p l an  of f ie ldwork was i n i t i a t e d  du r ing  l i m i t e d  

t e s t i n g .  From t h e  pe r spec t i ve  of  a c u l t u r a l  r e sou rce s  e v a l u a t i o n ,  t he  Houston- 

Bowie S t r e e t s  p r o j e c t  was segmented i n t o  t h r e e  d i v i s i o n s  ( s e e  F igu re  12).  

These segments were based upon t h e  ( 1 )  amount of p rev ious  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  and 

h i s t o r i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  (2 )  t h e  e x t e n t  of modern a l t e r a t i o n s  and comparable 

d e s t r u c t i v e  impacts t o  e a r l i e r  d e p o s i t s  and, ( 3 )  t h e  r e l a t i v e  p rox imi ty  of 

impacted segments t o  t he  Alamo P l aza  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t .  

I n d i v i d u a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  were t hus  de sc r i bed  a s :  

1 Bowie S t r e e t  between Commerce and Crocke t t  S t r e e t s  

Given t h e  p a s t  e x t e n t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and d e s t r u c t i o n  of p rev ious  

s t r u c t u r e s / d e p o s i t s  dur ing  t h e  Las Tiendas Mall c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  SDHPT 

recommended on- cal l  moni tor ing a s  suggested by t h e  UTSA (Cox 1987) 

r e p o r t .  Such a  moni tor ing process  could e a s i l y  be  handled by t h e  SDHPT 

and CAR-UTSA i n  con juc t i on  w i th  t h e  Las Tiendas  development. 

2 Bowie S t r e e t  between Crocke t t  and Houston S t r e e t s  

(New C i t y  Block 165; Lots  12 ,  13, 14,  and 29) 

Based on t h e  l e s s  i n t e n s i v e  background s t u d i e s  and t h e  l a c k  of p rev ious  

f i e l d  work, a more sy s t ema t i c  approach t o  t h e  moni to r ing  process  was i n i -

t i a t e d .  Th is  would encompass on- s i t e  i n s p e c t i o n  of d e p o s i t s  du r ing  



Fig.  12 .  Project  divis ions  for  cultural  resources  evaluat ion.  



cons t ruc t ion  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  impact new right-of-way s e c t i o n s  and the  

photographic and record  documentation of f e a t u r e s  and s t r u c t u r a l  remains.  

Addi t iona l ly ,  i t  was pos s ib l e  t h a t  a l a t e r a l  segment of the Acequia Madre 

might be found i n  t h i s  a r e a  beneath present-day Bowie S t r e e t ,  perhaps 

along the  300 block ( s ee  Rullmann's 1837 map of San Antonio; F igure  6 ) .  

It was a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  such monitoring a s  wel l  a s  f u r t h e r  a r c h i v a l  

research  would be concurrent  with a l l  cons t ruc t ion  work and would no t  

delay the  l a t t e r .  Add i t i ona l ly ,  such monitor ing,  a l though pe r iod i c  and 

sys temat ic ,  would take  p lace  only dur ing  the  uncovering of new r igh t- of-

way. Such work would be conducted by SDHPT a rchaeo log i s t s .  

3 Houston S t r e e t  between Bowie and Bonham s t r e e t s  

(Lots 23, 24, A25, 25, 26, A27, B27, 28, por t ions  of Lot 29) 

I t  i s  reasonable  t o  assume t h a t  as  subsurface d i s turbances  approach the 

Alamo Plaza  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t ,  the  more l i k e l y  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of  uncov-

e r i n g  prev ious ly  u n i d e n t i f i e d  c u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l s  a s soc i a t ed  with the  

complex. Given t h i s  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  unrecorded subsurface d e p o s i t s  and i n  

l i g h t  of t he  pauc i ty  of  background information fo r  the e a r l y  h i s t o r i c a l  

pe r iod ,  a program of monitor ing was considered inadequate.  Limited 

t e s t i n g  was deemed more app rop r i a t e  i n  order  t  o  ( 1 )  determine the  a c t u a l  

ex is tence  of p o t e n t i a l l y  e a r l y  depos i t s  t h a t  a r e  no t  documented 

h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  ( 2 )  i d e n t i f y  the  e x t e n t  of p a s t  d i s turbances  i n  t he  a r e a  

and, ( 3 )  determine the  presence of a n t i c i p a t e d  depos i t s  and t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  

i n t e g r i t y .  Add i t i ona l ly ,  such f ea tu re s  a s  l a t e  19th cen tury  wood s t r e e t  

paving b locks ,  when uncovered, should be t r e a t e d  a s  a r chaeo log ica l  

a r t i f a c t s / f e a t u r e s .  Before t h e i r  removal t o  a  c i t y  museum (Pa t  Osborne, 

Ci ty  H i s t o r i c  P re se rva t ion  Of f i ce r  , Personal  communication 2/11/87) these  



materials should be uncovered, documented, and removed by current 


archaeological standards. Additionally, photographic and record documen-


tation of work as well as a continuation of general and specific archival 


research was recommended. 


The testing, as deemed appropriate, was limited in scope and scheduling. It 


was anticipated that such testing would be ca. three weeks in duration and be 


dependent upon construction concerns. Conducted concurrently with street 


modifications, no loss of construction scheduling was anticipated. Prior to 


testing, coordination was established with the City's managing consultants, 


construction crews, and other affected parties. Such work, consisting of 


machine trenching and hand-excavated 2-meter .square units utilizing standard 


recovery techniques, as appropriate, was conducted by SDHPT archaeologists and 


personnel. A detailed description of field work is presented below. 


Summary of Archaeological Testing 


Introduction 


During March and April 1987, the SDHPT initiated a program of archaeological 


investigations along portions of Houston and Bowie Streets, in downtown San 


Antonio. Hand and mechanical testing was conducted by A. McGraw of the SDHPT 


Cultural Resources staff, who supervised from seven to nine support personnel 


from the San Antonio SDHPT residency. A total of 17 working days were 


expended during field operations that investigated new right-of-way locations 


within 12 separate lots in New City Block (NC131) 65 along Houston and Bowie 


Streets (see Figure 13). 


The field work, preceded by a preliminary historical/archival review of the 


project area, was accomplished in accordance with the Memorandum of Agreement 


(MOA) for the Las Tiendas Mall Project under the auspices of 36 CFR 800. 
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Fig. 13 New City Block 165 along Houston-Bowie Streets. 



Archaeological testing recovered materials and identified structure features 


dating from the late Texas Republic Period through recent times, Of the 12 


investigated lots, three are recommended for further work based on criteria D


for listing on the National Register of Historic Places: "have yielded, or 

may be likely to yield, archaeological information important in ....history." 
A description of testing objectives, summary of work by individual lot, and 

recommendations for further work are presented below. Impacts to the project 

not related to the SDHPT operation but which will affect the local cultural 

resources are also addressed. 

Field Methodology 


A permanent bench mark near the corner of Houston and Bonham street was uti-


lized for vertical control and mapping of tested areas. Although having a 


mean sea level (msl) elevation point of 660.30 ft. (above msl), this was con-


verted to an arbitrary 100.00 for compatibility during metric instrument use. 


This datum point was used for transit and plane table/alidade mapping opera-


tions in all areas of the project. Such a consistency of elevation data was 


thought to be useful for comparisons and correlations of natural stratigraphy 


and cultural deposits across the 12-lot area. 


Mechanical testing was utilized whenever possible to quickly identify areas of 


cultural deposits as well as to break surface asphalt and remove disturbed 


base materials. All mechanically-excavated materials were inspected for arti-


facts and changes in natural soil deposits. When artifacts were recovered by 


trenching, the excavated dirt was set aside for screening through 1/4" wire mesh. 

Hand excavation utilized standard archaeological recovery techniques. 




Lots 23 and 24 H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

NCB 165, Lot 23 

On March 3, 1849, Giddings so ld  t h i s  corner l o t  t o  Charles Morris f o r  $100, 

which a t  t h a t  time had a frontage of 21 3/4 varas (65.95 feet) on Nacogdoches 

S t r e e t ,  the  present  Bonham S t r e e t  (BCDR H1:105). I n  1852, Morris engaged an 

a t to rney ,  Pe te r  Pauly, t o  recover unpaid r e n t s  from Charles Kahn, i n d i c a t i n g  

t h a t  a r e n t a l  s t r u c t u r e  had been erec ted  a t  l e a s t  by t h a t  time (BCDR K2:281). 

I n  Ju ly  of 1854, Charles Morris entered i n t o  an agreement with Edward 

Elmendorf t o  allow Elmendorf t o  "build and erec t" an add i t ion  t o  the premises.  

Elmendorf was apparent ly the  r e n t e r  a t  t h a t  time (BCDR M1:182). I n  1859, 

Elmendorf purchased the property from Morris f d r  $1600 (BCDR R1:571). In  

December of 1861, Elmendorf t r ans fe r r ed  the property t o  h i s  wife ,  Emilie (BCDR 

S2:189). Elmendorf died i n  1865 (Chabot 1937:404).  Emilie,  now re-married t o  

Herman Kramer of Dusseldorf,  P russ i a ,  sold the proper ty ,  with " a l l  bu i ld ings  

and improvements", t o  Honore Grenet i n  1871 (BCDR W1:2930). I n  1872, Grenet 

purchased the adjoinging l o t  and re- located the property l i n e s ,  and 

cons t ruc ted  a warehouse on the  southern por t ion  of t h e  l o t ,  now p a r t  of 

Lot 24. I n  1877, Grenet had a s t o r e  and residence located t o  the  south on 

what i s  now the  s i t e  of the  Crockett  Hotel,  and i n  1879, he moved h i s  s t o r e  t o  


the Alarno grounds bu t  maintained h i s  residence on Crockett  S t r e e t  (City 


Direc to r i e s  1877, 1879, 1881). Grenet was found dead i n  h i s  bath tub ,  


February of 1882 (Chabot 1937:263). In  1884, h i s  e s t a t e  so ld  the  proper ty ,  


with Lot 24, t o  S a m  Maverick. Lot 23 sold f o r  $4275 and Lot 24 f o r  $2225 . 


(BCDR 40 :46). The insurance maps, f o r  1885 and 1888, show the  warehouse and a 

small s tone  o r  c a l i c h e  block s t r u c t u r e  facing on Houston S t r e e t ,  bu t  by 1892 

the warehouse i s  no longer shown (Sanborn 1885, 1888, 1892). In  1903 the  



house was ren ted  t o  L. Oroposa and i n  1905 t o  R. Becker (Ci ty  D i r e c t o r i e s  

1903-4, 1905-6). I n  November of 1906, the  Maverick e s t a t e  s o l d  both l o t s  t o  

V .  A. P e t t y ,  and t h r e e  months l a t e r ,  V. A. and C e r d i l i a  P e t t y  s o l d  them t o  

James Byrne f o r  $10,000 (BCDR 255 :560, 266:71). I n  1908 Thomas L. Conroy and 

Hugh B. Rice purchased a h a l f  i n t e r e s t  i n  both l o t s  from Byrne, probably i nd i-

c a t i n g  t h a t  the  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e  had been replaced by a commercial ven ture  

(BCDR 281:365). They s t i l l  owned the proper ty  i n  1914 when Houston S t r e e t  was 

widened and the  deed requi red  the  c i t y  t o  "re-model the  bu i ld ing  now on the  

premises ' (BCDR 778:386). In  1986, t he  c i t y  purchased the proper ty  from 

Marguerite Wurzbach (BCDR 1411:604). 

NCB 165, Lot 24 

I n  1849, Giddings s o l d  t h i s  l o t  t o  Louis and Theresa Horning, and they s o l d  

the l o t  t o  Grenet i n  1872. In  1884, the Bonnets s o l d  t he  western h a l f  

(Lot A25) t o  Adolph Scholz ,  who owned the  l o t  t o  t he  south on Crocke t t  S t r e e t  

(BCDR 33:65). However, t h e r e  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  Scholz ever  r e s ided  a t  

e i t h e r  address .  The s t r u c t u r e  was s t i l l  s tanding  u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  1905 (Sanborn 

1885-1904). I n  1903, i t  was ren ted  t o  A. T. Hughes, and i n  1905 t o  

Mrs. R. M. Reynolds (Ci ty  D i r e c t o r i e s  1903, 1905). I n  1906, t h e  p rope r ty  was 

purchased by Mrs. Edward Thompson, Jr . ,  who s o l d  i t  t o  Martha M. Tong, whose 

home was on the  ad jo in ing  l o t  (BCDR 345:431). She, i n  t u r n ,  s o l d  t h e  proper ty  

t o  A. B. Weakley i n  1910 (BCDR 345:431). I n  1915, t he  proper ty  was owned by 

Adolph and Amanda Wagner (BCDR 778:392). I n  1985, t he  c i t y  purchased t h i s  

l o t ,  along with Lots  26 and 27, from the Quanta Corporation (BCDR 3557 :676). 



Fie ld  Inves t iga t ion  

Modern land usage has combined Lots 23 and 24 i n t o  an asphalt-paved, commer-

c i a l  parking l o t .  L i t t l e  remains of the e a r l i e r  l o t  boundary l i n e  except a 

s e rv ice  entrance t o  the parking l o t  t h a t  i s  along l o t  l i n e  23 and 24. 

The l o t s  were inves t iga ted  using both mechanical and hand t e s t i n g .  Mechanical 

t renching cons is ted  of a  backhoe with a narrow-width toothed bucket t o  break 

through a spha l t  and compacted, d is turbed  base ma te r i a l s  ( see  Figure 14). 

Tables 1 and 2 summarize the  types and depths,  a s  wel l  a s  ma te r i a l s  recovered 

or f ea tu res  i d e n t i f i e d  during Test ing i n  Lots 23 and 24. The desc r ip t ion  of 

t e s t  u n i t s  i s  separated by indiv idual  l o t s  bu t ' t he  numbering is consecutive as  

the a rea  has been combined i n t o  one parking l o t .  

Table 1. Summary of Excavation Data, Lot 23 

Test Unit Type of Unit Dimensions 
Maximum Depth 
Below Surface 

Recovered Materials/
Features  Noted 

Lot 23 
Mechanical Tes t ing  

1 Trench 1 ca. 2x5 
meters

99.97-98.86 modern d is turbance ,  t o  
f loo r  of t rench;  small c u t  
bone depos i t  exposed a t  
98.86; see Test  Unit 4  

2 Trench 2A ca. 5.3x 
1.32 meters

99.97-98.37 limestone rock rubble wall  
foundations c /  small 
residence exposed 
70-110 cm below surface ;  
see  Test  Unit 5  
(Figures 15,  16)  

3 Trench 2B ca. 1x4 
meters 

99.97-99.01 extensive d is turbances  t o  
99.27; no f e a t u r e s  noted 

Hand-Excavated 
4 Test Unit 1 1x2 meter 98.86-97.56 Cut bone, ceramics i n  

small t r a s h  p i t ;  see  t e x t  

5 Test Unit 2  1x2 meter 99.37-97.92 Exposure of rubble foun-
da t ion ;  see t e x t  

6 Test Unit 3  2  l m 99.40-97.90 s t e r i l e  





F i g .  1 5  Close- up o f  rock- rubb le  f o u n d a t i o n  c i r c a  1840-1850 exposed  i n  L o t  23. 

F i g .  16 Overview o f  w a l l / f o u n d a t i o n s  i n  L o t  2 3 
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Table 2. Summary of Excavation Data. Lot 24. NCB 165 


Maximum Depth Recovered Materials/ 

Test Unit Type of Unit Dimensions Below Surface Features Noted 


Mechanical Testing 

1 Trench 3 0.5x7 

meters 
100.02­98.56 concrete piers (see text) 

(see Figures 17, 18) 

2 Trench 4 0.5x3 
meters 

100.02­98.56 concrete piers (see text) 

3 Trench 5 0.5x4 
meters 

100.02­98.56 disturbed cut, burned 
bone/trash deposit at ca. 
98.95­98.70 (see Test 
Unit 1) 

4 Gradall 
Excavation 

4x4 meters 100.02­98.56 extensively disturbed 
deposits 

Hand­Excavations 
5 Test Unit 1 1m2 98.95­98.70 see text 

6 Test Unit 2 0.5x2 
meters 

98.86-98.56 disturbed deposits, see 
text 

A Gradall, using a wider, smooth bucket and capable of excavating to within a 


few centimeters vertically was also employed for excavations in less disturbed 


lower soil deposits. All removed materials were inspected and/or screened 


through 1/4" wire mesh prior to final removal. Due to the high vehicle and 


pedestrian traffic in the immediate area, trenches, after recording and docu-


mentation, were not ordinarily left open unless absolutely necessary. Three 


mechanically excavated trenches were placed in Lot 23 (1, 2A, 2B, see 


Figure 14). Trench 1 measured 2 x 5 meters and was located near the corner of 


Houston and Bonham streets. Trenches 2A and 2B, an L-shaped excavation, were 


undertaken just to the east of Trench 1 and ca. 4.5 meters west of the origi-


nal property boundary of Lots 23 and 24. 




Fig .  1 7  Close up of  c o n c r e t e  p i e r  excavated i n  Lot  24. 

F i g .  18 Mapping of e a r l y  20th  c e n t u r y  c o n c r e t e  founda t ion  p i e r s  from commer-
c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  i n  Lot 24. 



A t o t a l  of four  hand excavated u n i t s  ( see  Tables 1 and 2)  were excavated i n  

Lots 23 and 24. 

Tes t  Unit 1, 1 x 2 meter,  i n  Lot 23, uncovered a  small  burned and c u t  bone 

depos i t  t h a t  included a l i g h t  s c a t t e r  of ceramic fragments and household 

ma te r i a l s  a t  a  depth of   98.86-98.43.   This c u l t u r a l  d e p o s i t ,  given the  chrono-

log ica l  range of ceramic wares recovered, i s  es t imated t o  be ca.  1840-1850 

and s i m i l a r  t o  l e s s  wel l  def ined (and more d i s tu rbed )  depos i t s  i n  Lot 24 a t  

approximately the  same e l eva t ion ;  f o r  example Test  Unit 1  i n  Lot 24, o r  the  

lower c u l t u r a l  depos i t s  a t  Test  Unit 2 ,  Lot 23. 

A prel iminary comparison of archaeological  t e s t i n g  d a t a  and h i s t o r i c a l  

research  i n d i c a t e s :  (1 )  t h a t  i n t a c t  c u l t u r a l  depos i t s  e x i s t  a long po r t ions  of 

the new right-of-way; (2)  these depos i t s  c o n s i s t  of c u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l s  d a t i n g  

t o  the Texas Republic/Early Statehood h i s t o r i c a l  per iods  a s  we l l  a s  more 

modern e a r l y  20th century commercial re fuse .  S t r u c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  i n  Lots 23 

and 24 include a rubble- stone foundation with an est imated cons t ruc t ion  d a t e  

c i r c a  1840's a s  wel l  as  turn-of- the-century concrete  p i e r  foundat ions (Lot 24) 

of a two-story b r i c k  garage/business  complex. The rubble- stone foundat ion i s  

thought t o  be the remains of a small  residence which d a t e s  t o  a t  l e a s t  1849 

and was i n  ex i s t ance  u n t i l  1905, a s  i d e n t i f i e d  on Sanborn Insurance maps of 

San Antonio f o r  t h a t  per iod (see Figures  19, 20, 21). Note a l s o  the  commer-

c i a l  developments by 1912. The commercial s t r u c t u r e s  on Lots 23 and 24 a r e  

shown on the  1912 Sanborn map. 

I n  the opinion of the SDHPT and with the concurrence of the  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  

preserva t ion  O f f i c e r ,  Texas H i s t o r i c a l  Commission, f u r t h e r  work i s  necessary 

t o  more accu ra t e ly  desc r ibe  the  background and h i s t o r i c a l  contex t  of the  

http:98.86-98.43


Fig .  19 Sanborn Map, 1885. Barker Texas History Center. Structures  located  
near Houston and Nacogdoches (Bonham) S t r e e t s .  





Fig .  21 Sanborn Map, San Antonio,  1912. On file, Barker Texas His tory  
Center,  Aust in .  



f e a t u r e s  and m a t e r i a l s  under d i r e c t  impact i n  Lots  23 and 24. See 


Recommendations For Fur ther  Work s e c t i o n  f o r  s p e c i f i c  proposals  f o r  such work. 


Lot A25, 2 5  H i s t o r i c a l  Background 


( e x t r a c t e d  from Cox 1982:9) 


I n  1849 Giddings s o l d  t h i s  l o t  t o  Joseph Humbrach, who i n  t u r n ,  so ld  t h e  l o t  


t o  Henry and Mary J. Bonnet i n  1866 (BCDR Vol. H-1 1849:468, Vol. U-1 


1866:186). I t  i s  not  c l e a r  who cons t ruc ted  a house on the  p rope r ty ,  b u t  by 


1873 t h e r e  i s  a  s t r u c t u r e  presen t  [as  i d e n t i f i e d  on t h e  Koch's 1873 "B i rd ' s  


Eye View of San Antonio" map, presented e a r l i e r  a s  Figure 10]. I n  1884, t he  


Bonnets s o l d  t he  western h a l f  of the  l o t  t o  Adolph Scholz,  which ad jo ined  t o  


h i s  l o t  on t he  south  (BCDR Vol. 33 1884:65). The proper ty  passed t o  Mrs. 


Edward Thompson, Jr . ,  i n  1906, and then t o  Marth M. Tong, who s o l d  t he  pro-


pe r ty  t o  A. B. Weakley i n  1910 (BCDR Vol. 345 1910:431). A. B. and Susan S. 


Weakley so ld  t he  proper ty  t o  J. L. Langworthy of England i n  1912 (BCDR Vol. 


388 1918: 158). 


F i e l d  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  


Lots A25 and 25 have now become the western po r t i on  of a parking l o t  a r e a  t h a t  


extends t o  Lot 27. Mechanical t e s t i n g  cons i s t ed  of a  Grada l l  t r ench  


2.7 meters  wide and 30 meters i n  length .  Hand t e s t i n g  cons i s t ed  of two 1  x 2 

meter u n i t s .  Unit 2  ( 1  x  2  meters)  exposed a  small  i r r e g u l a r  t r a s h  d e p o s i t  

composed of burned, c u t  bone, and ceramic fragments. 

Tes t  Unit  3  ( 1  x  2  me te r s ) ,  excavated approximately seven meters e a s t ,  was the  

ex t r apo la t ed  l o c a t i o n  of the  res idence  cons t ruc ted  i n  t he  1860's- 1870's.  A s  

the a c t u a l  house l o c a t i o n  was wel l  beyond the new right-of-way limit, it was 



thought such a t e s t  u n i t  might uncover evidences of a porch o r  household-

r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s .  No evidence of  a s tone o r  cal iche/adobe foundation was 

noted. A moderate co l l ec t ion  of mid-19th century metal ,  ceramic fragments and 

miscellaneous items were recovered i n  a c u l t u r a l  zone ca.  15 cm th i ck  and ca. 

80 cm below the sur face .  Upper s o i l  depos i t s  t o  a depth of more than 50 cm 

were severe ly  d is turbed  by pas t  recent  cons t ruc t ion  a c t i v i t i e s .  A summary of 

mechanical and hand excavations i s  presented below: 

Table 3. Summary of Excavation Data, Lots A25, 25, NCB 165 

Tes t  Unit Type of Unit Dimensions 
Maximum Depth 
Below Surface 

Recovered Mater ia l s /  
Features  Noted 

Lot A25 
1 Gradall  

Trench 
ca. 2.7 x 
30 meters 
(extended to Lot 26) 

99.45-98.45 1 )  c u t  s tone  walkway (?), 
see t e x t  2)  b r i ck  walkway, 
d is turbed  ( see  t e x t )  

2 Hand-
Excavated 

1x2 meters 98.72-98.45 small t r a s h  p i t  

3 	 Hand-
Excavated 

1x2 meters 98.95-98.45 no f e a t u r e s  noted 

Lot 25 
4 Hand-

Excavated 
2 meter 
square 

98.95-98.45 excavated u n i t  ad jacent  t o  
two small ( r e c e n t )  
concrete  blocks 

Two s t r u c t u r a l  f ea tu res  were noted i n  Lot A25. An extens ive ly  d i s tu rbed  b r i ck  

walkway thought t o  be assoc ia ted  with an e a r l y  20th century commercial s t ruc-

t u r e ,  was uncovered ca. 20 cm below the  sur face  (e lev .  99.23') i n  the  western 

por t ion  of the l o t .  The walkway extends t o  the l i m i t s  of t h e  right-of-way and 

i s  otherwise buried i n  extremely d is turbed  modern rubble depos i t s  j u s t  below 

the a spha l t .  

A second f e a t u r e ,  f i r s t  thought t o  be another walkway, was discovered a t  an 

e l eva t ion  of 99.18 (27 cm below the su r face )  along the  mid-length of the  l o t  



( see  Figures 22, 23).  Consist ing of sawed and chise led  limestone b locks ,  the  

f ea tu re  extended across  the width of the new right-of-way. The gene ra l ly  

i n t a c t  f e a t u r e  was 1.65 meters i n  width by 3.1 meters i n  length a s  uncovered, 

although it appears t o  extend both north and south f o r  an unknown d i s t ance .  

The edges of the  limestone f ea tu re  a re  charac ter ized  by l a rge  f l a t  blocks l a i d  

on end but  angled inward toward the base of the  f e a t u r e .  The blocks a r e  unu-

s u a l l y  well  cons t ruc ted  and t h e i r  shallow depth below the  sur face  may i n d i c a t e  

a l a t e  19th o r  e a r l y  20th century cons t ruc t ion .  

A  t h i r d  small f e a t u r e ,  cons i s t ing  of two p a r a l l e l ,  narrow concrete  blocks of 

r e l a t i v e l y  recent  cons t ruc t ion ,  was noted i n  Lot 25. A hand-excavated 2-meter 

square,  excavated adjacent  t o  the blocks t o  100 cm below the  su r face  ( t o  basa l  

c a l i c h e ) ,  d id  not  recover any s i g n i f i c a n t  o r  d iagnos t ic  ma te r i a l s .  

In summary, mechanical and hand t e s t i n g  has i d e n t i f i e d  i n t a c t  f ea tu res  and 

mid-19th and e a r l y  20th century c u l t u r a l  ma te r i a l s  i n  por t ions  of Lots A25 

and 25. Although much of the subsurface has been extens ive ly  d i s tu rbed  by 

modern commercial a c t i v i t i e s ,  some f u r t h e r  work is recommended t o  more c l e a r l y  

descr ibe  and def ine  the i d e n t i f i e d  depos i t s  ( s ee  Recommendations For Fur ther  

Work) 

Lots 26 and 27 H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

In  1856, Giddings conveyed these  l o t s  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  J. D. Giddings, but 

cour t  s e t t l emen t ,  i n  1857, was awarded t o  Alex H. Rhodes and B. R. Sappington 

(BCDR P2:2). In 1866, Rhodes and Sappington so ld  the lots t  o  H . W .  Tong f o r  

$475, i t  was a f t e r  t h a t  da t e  t h a t  the s t r u c t u r e  shown on the  1873 map was 

cons t ruc ted  (BCDR T2:748, Koch 1873). In  1903, it was the  homestead of 



Fig. 22 Walkway ( ? )  of large limestone blocks uncovered in Lot A25. 

Fig. 23 Side view of limestone blocks showing profile. Note angle of stones 
laid at edge. 
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H. Wash Tong, and i n  1905, t h e  r e s i d e n c e  o f  Mrs. M. M. Tong ( C i t y  D i r e c t o r i e s  

1903,  1905) .  However, i n  1890,  Horace and Martha Tong s o l d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  

J.  H. and J. W. Moore and a p p a r e n t l y  r e n t e d  from them. The Moore b r o t h e r s  

t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  J.  D. G i l l i s  i n  1899 (BCDR 65:359, 208: 199) .  It 

was p robab ly  a t  t h i s  t ime t h a t  t h e  s m a l l  adobe o r  c a l i c h e  b l o c k  b u i l d i n g  was 

c o n s t r u c t e d  on t h e  e a s t e r  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  l o t  t h a t  a p p e a r s  on t h e  1904 map 

(Sanborn 1904).  I n  1903, it  was r e n t e d  by Mike Saenz,  and 1905 was v a c a n t  

( C i t y  D i r e c t o r i e s  1903,  1905).  I n  1909,  t h e  widow C l a r a  G i l l i s  and h e r  

d a u g h t e r ,  E l l a ,  s o l d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  Ed S e e l i n g  (BCDR 783:442). I n  1914, he 

conveyed Lot  27 t o  t h e  Colombian B u i l d i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  and t h e  Woodman C i r c l e  

(BCDR 388:158). By 1918, t h e  Z i z i k  Under taking e s t a b l i s h e d  occupied t h e  f i r s t  

f l o o r ,  and it l a t e r  became t h e  Targ and Dinner Wholesale Music Company. 

Lot  26 was purchased by J. L. Langworthy i n  1912 (BCDR 388:158). As no ted  

w i t h  t h e  p rev ious  l o t ,  t h e  c i t y  a c q u i r e d  them i n  1985. 

F i e l d  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  

Lo t s  26 and A27 a r e  today covered i n  a s p h a l t  a s  p a r t  o f  a l a r g e  p a r k i n g  l o t  

t h a t  extends westward t o  Lot  A25. Only t h e  w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of Lot  26 was 

examined by mechanical  t e s t i n g  i n  t h e  form o f  a three- meter  long  G r a d a l l  

Trench ( a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  T e s t  Uni t  1 of Lot 25, A25). The remainder  o f  Lo t  

26 c u r r e n t l y  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  entrance/exit f o r  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  and it was con-

s i d e r e d  i m p r a c t i c a l  (and i n f e a s i b l e )  t o  b lock  t h i s  a r e a  f o r  any l e n g t h  o f  

t ime.  Examination of  t h i s  l o c a l e  i s  schedu led  d u r i n g  a c t u a l  s t r e e t  c o n s t r u c-

t i o n  when t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  e n t r a n c e  w i l l  be  c l o s e d  f o r  some p e r i o d .  No 

f e a t u r e s  were no ted  o r  c u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l s  c o l l e c t e d  from mechanical  t r e n c h i n g  

( t o  b a s a l  c a l i c h e  a t  a  dep th  of  one m e t e r )  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  Lot  26. 



Lot A27 was n o t  t e s t e d  because of an  unusua l ly  t h i c k  c o n c r e t e  s l a b  found below 

the  a s p h a l t  and cover ing  t h e  e n t i r e  l o t .  Th i s  s l a b  cou ld  n o t  be broken by 

mechanical  pounding from t h e  too thed  bucket of t h e  backhoe. The s l a b ,  r e l a t i -

v e l y  r e c e n t ,  i s  p a r t  of t h e  founda t ion  f o r  t h e  e a r l y  20th c e n t u r y  commercial 

s t r u c t u r e  no ted  by Cox (1987) i n  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  Background. 

The e n t i r e  right-of-way l e n g t h  of l o t  B27 was t e s t e d  by backhoe t r e n c h i n g  t o  a 

dep th  of 1.75 mete r s  ( t o  b a s a l  c a l i c h e ) .  No f e a t u r e s  o r  c u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l s  

were no ted  o r  c o l l e c t e d .  No s t r u c t u r e s  i d e n t i f i e d  from h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d s  

(e .g .  Sanborn Insurance  maps o r  e a r l y  maps) were i d e n t i f i e d  d u r i n g  t e s t i n g .  

This  may be due i n  p a r t  t o  t h e  depth  of modern subsur face  d i s t u r b a n c e  and t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  s e v e r a l  s t r u c t u r e s  may have been l o c a t e d  beyond the  c u r r e n t  

right-of-way l i m i t .  

I t  should  be noted t h a t  t h e  l a t e  19 th  c e n t u r y  Tong fami ly  ( i d e n t i f i e d  from 

h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h )  -- i f  they were of o r i e n t a l  e x t r a c t i o n  -- would o f f e r  a n  

i n t e r e s t i n g  c u l t u r a l  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  Anglo-European development i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

A more d e t a i l e d  a r c h i v a l  review i s  necessa ry  and recommended t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  

background of t h i s  family .  To d a t e ,  a p r e l i m i n a r y  review of  t h e  1870 

U.S. census  r e c o r d s  l i s t s  on ly  a Will iam and V i r g i n i a  Tong (from M i s s o u r i  and 

Texas ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y )  t h a t  does  n o t  match t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  

1860's- 1880's Bexar County Courthouse r e c o r d s  i n  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

( s e e  F i g u r e  24). I t  should  a l s o  be  noted t h a t  t h e  s m a l l  c a l i c h e  s t r u c t u r e  

mentioned i n  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  Background a s  be ing  c o n s t r u c t e d  c i r c a  1899 i n  

Lot 27 a l s o  i s  shown i n  t h e  1896 Sanborn Insurance  map of E a s t  San Antonio.  

I n  summary, e x t e n s i v e  modern d i s t u r b a n c e  and a l a c k  of i d e n t i f i e d  f e a t u r e s  o r  

c u l t u r a l  d e p o s i t s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  f u r t h e r  m i t i g a t i o n  ( e x c l u d i n g  t e s t i n g  of 
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Fig. 24 Extract of 1870 census, San Antonio. Note Tong e n t r i e s .  



u n i n v e s t i g a t e d  p o r t i o n s )  i s  n o t  recommended a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  g iven  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  

f i e l d  work and h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h .  I t  i s  recommended, however, t h a t  add i-

t i o n a l  and more d e t a i l e d  a r c h i v a l  review be i n i t i a t e d  t o  de te rmine  t h e  

background o f  t h e  Tong fami ly  and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  a r e a l  development 

a t  t h e  t u r n  of  t h e  c e n t u r y .  

L o t s  28 and 29 H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

NCB 165,  L o t s  28 and 29 

I n  1851,  Giddings  conveyed t h e s e  l o t s  t o  Bernard Brady f o r  $200 (BCDR I2:409). 

I n  1873,  1885,  1888,  1892,  and 1904, t h e  maps i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no 

s t r u c t u r e s  on e i t h e r  l o t  (Koch 1873, Sanborn 1885-1904). I n  1909 and 1913, 

t h e r e  was a  r ea l ignment  o f  p r o p e r t y  between Thomas Conroy and t h e  Maverick 

h e i r s  i n  which t h e  l o t s  were t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Ed S e e l i n g  (BCDR 305:220, 

328:380).  The f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n  of  any s t r u c t u r e s  a p p e a r s  i n  1921 when t h e  

Dewey Auto L i v e r y  is l i s t e d  a s  occuping t h e  p r o p e r t y  ( C i t y  D i r e c t o r y  1921) .  

I n  1934,  t h e  l o t s  were occupied by t h e  C i t y  Auto P a r t s  Company ( C i t y  D i r e c t o r y  

1934) .  I n  1986,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  c i t y  by P a u l  Seaborn of  

S a n t a  C l a r a ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  a s  a  p a r c e l  of  l o t s  27,  28 ,  29,  a c q u i r e d  by 

Clementine Seaborn (BCDR 717:315). 

F i e l d  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  

The e n t i r e  l e n g t h  of  t h e  new right-of-way a r e a  of  l o t  28 was t e s t e d  mechani-

c a l l y  by backhoe t r e n c h i n g  t o  a  dep th  of  two m e t e r s .  A s m a l l  c a l i c h e  l a y e r  

c a .  10  cm t h i c k  and t h r e e  mete r s  i n  l e n g t h  was uncovered a t  t h e  edge of  t h e  

boundary between L o t s  28 and 29. No a r t i f a c t s  o r  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  were noted 

w i t h  this  f e a t u r e .  The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of t h i s  f e a t u r e  i s  dependent  upon 

f u r t h e r  f i e l d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  we l l  a s  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h .  



Although Cox (1987; ex t r ac t ed  i n  H i s t o r i c a l  Summary) no tes  t h a t  t he  f i r s t  

i n d i c a t i o n  of s t r u c t u r e s  i n  these  l o t s  i s  c i r c a  1921, the  1896 Sanborn 

Insurance map a l s o  shows a small  s t r u c t u r e ,  poss ib ly  a s t o r e ,  a t  the  corner  of 

E. Houston and Bowie S t r e e t s  i n  1896. No evidence of t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  has  been 

found t o  da t e .  Based on the  evidence of i n t a c t  subsur face  d e p o s i t s  a s  we l l  a s  

the unes tab l i shed  loca t ion  of s t r u c t u r e s  noted i n  h i s t o r i c a l  documentation, 

some f u r t h e r  work i s  recommended i n  these  l o t s  ( s ee  Recommendations f o r  

Fur ther  Work). 

Lot 14 F i e l d  Inves t i ga t ions  

No H i s t o r i c a l  Background i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  da t e  f o r  Lot 14 along Bowie S t r e e t .  

An a r c h i v a l  review i s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  progress  f o r  t h i s  a r e a .  Lot 14 was exam-

ined by Grada l l  excava t ion ,  t he  mechanically excavated t rench running the  

length of t he  l o t  ( ca .  70'/21 meters) .  Approximately two meters wide, t he  

depth va r i ed  from 210 t o  120 cm below the  su r f ace .  Deposits cons i s t ed  of a 

modern upper s o i l  d i s turbance  over 50 cm t h i c k  underlying undis turbed depos i t s  

of a very dark  gray (10YR3/1) s i l t y  c l ay .  Limestone rock and c a l i c h e  with 

ca lcareous  g rave l  nodules were encountered a t  varying depths  of between one-

two meters .  Very l i t t l e  c u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l s  were c o l l e c t e d  from t e s t i n g  

al though t h r e e  p a r a l l e l  l imestone rock rubble  foundat ions were exposed i n  t he  

southern por t ion  of the  t rench .  The remains of t he  s t r u c t u r e ( s ? )  i s  thought 

t o  i n d i c a t e  the house shown on a s e r i e s  of 1890-1912 Sanborn Insurance maps of 

the  a r e a .  There i s  some ind i ca t ion  t h a t  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  may be post-1870 ( ? )  

as i t  i s  no t  shown on Koch's 1873 map of the  c i t y .  

Since much of t he  i n t a c t  rubble  foundation i s  l oca t ed  wi th in  the  new r igh t- of-

way, i t  i s  poorly documented, and lacks  an a s soc i a t ed  a r c h i v a l  background, 



f u r t h e r  work i s  recommended fo r  t h i s  l o t  ( see  Recommendations For Fur the r  

Work). I n  add i t ion  t o  the i d e n t i f i e d  s t r u c t u r e s  from h i s t o r i c a l  documen-

t a t i o n ,  i t  was thought there  was a l ike l ihood of encountering a l a t e r a l  

segment of the  Acequia Madre i n  the  a rea  of Lot 14. This was based upon the  

o r i g i n a l  s u e r t e  boundaries of the  land g ran t  awarded t o  de l a  Zerda c i r c a  

1793-1797 ( t r a n s c r i p t i o n  and t r a n s l a t i o n  on f i l e ,  Spanish Archives, Bexar 

County Courthouse, LGS. 717; see  a l s o  Vol. I I I :229) .  The southern boundary of 

t h i s  sue r t e  ( i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  a survey map of 1849; see  Figure 25) c rosses  Bowie 

S t r e e t  j u s t  above the  modern east-west boundary l i n e  t h a t  s epa ra t e s  the  modern 

northern and southern l o t s  of NCB 165. L i t t l e  t r a c e  of a former unl ined d i t c h  

was found i n  t h i s  a r e a  although p r o f i l i n g  and inspec t ion  of the t rench wal l s  

d id  ind ica t e  a small  d is turbed  f i l l  a rea  ca.  80-110 cm below the  su r face  

running diagonal ly across  the t rench.  This a r e a ,  however, was f i l l e d  with 

fragments of modern concrete  and i ron  re inforc ing  bars .  No e a r l y  c u l t u r a l  

ma te r i a l s  were recovered from t h i s  a rea .  

Given the  e x t e n t  of i n t a c t  subsurface ma te r i a l s ,  the  wide right-of-way a r e a ,  

and p o t e n t i a l  f o r  f u r t h e r  c u l t u r a l  depos i t s ,  some f u r t h e r  work i s  recommended 

i n  Lot 14 (see  Recommendations For Further  Work). 

Lots 12 and 13 H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

( ex t r ac t ed  from Cox, 1982:7) 

I n  March 1851, Giddings so ld  the  two l o t s  a t  the corner  of Crocket t  and Bowie 

S t r e e t s  t o  Jane Johnson (BCDR Vol. I 2  1851:408). The following year  Jane and 

her husband, Thomas, so ld  the  l o t s  t o  Bernard Brady a t  no increase  i n  p r i c e ,  

i nd ica t ing  t h a t  no improvements had been made (BCDR Vol. K 2  1852:44). Shor t ly  



Fig.  25 Extract of Field Surveyor's Notes for Study Area, c i rca  1849. 



a f t e r  t h a t  d a t e ,  Brady apparent ly  constructed a house upon the l o t s ,  f o r  l a t e r  

t r a n s f e r s  of the property r e f e r  t o  the l o t s  a s  the Brady Homestead. A t  any 

r a t e ,  t he re  was d e f i n i t e l y  a  house on the l o t s  by 1873 ( a s  nota ted  on Koch's 

1873 map of San Antonio). Bernard and Susan Brady t r a n s f e r r e d  the  proper ty  t o  

E l l en  (Hopkins) Davis who i n  t u r n  so ld  i t ,  through h e r  a t t o r n e y ,  Bryan 

Callahaghan, t o  Luis Huth i n  August 1882 (BCDR Vol. 23 1883:550). Huth was 

the owner of L. Huth and Sons Hardware loca ted  on the southwest corner  of 

Market and Cochran S t r e e t s .  By 1909, the house was occupied by Mrs. Leona 

Huth, apparent ly widowed (Appler 1909). The house s tood u n t i l  1913 when the 

Karges Building,  present  s t r u c t u r e  on the l o t s ,  was cons t ruc ted .  [Author 's  

no te :  the  Karges Building has been demolished since Cox's 1982 work]. 

F i e l d  Inves t iga t ions  

Eight  mechanically excavated t renches and one hand-excavated 2-meter square 

made up the  f i e l d  work i n  Lots 12 and 13 (see  Figure 26). The southern h a l f  

of Lot 12 where the  19th century residence would have s tood ,  was contained 

over t h ree  meters of co l lapsed  modern bui ld ing  rubble t h a t  had been pushed 

i n t o  the  b u i l d i n g ' s  basement ( s ee  Figures  27, 28). No i n t a c t  d e p o s i t s  a r e  

l e f t  in t h i s  po r t ion  o f - t h e  l o t .  The northern s e c t i o n  was found t o  con ta in  

bone and t r a s h  depos i t s  r e l a t e d  t o  the l a t e  19th century  dwell ing.  An 1880-

1890's t r a s h  p i t  ca .  3  meters i n  diameter was recognized dur ing  t renching.  

The depos i t  was loca ted  110-190 cm below the su r f ace  (98.43-97.63). 

A hand-excavated 2-meter square was. e s t ab l i shed  over the  ash- layered p i t  and 

subsequently excavated. A la rge  number of l a t e  19th century a r t i f a c t s  were 

recovered inc luding  seve ra l  forms and v a r i e t i e s  of ceramics,  personal  i t ems ,  

and household/kitchen i tems.  Glassware included seve ra l  complete b o t t l e  



I 
F i g .  26 Plan map o f  Test ing Operations,  Lots 1 2 / 1 3 .  



Fig .  27 View of hand and mechanical  t e s t i n g  i n  Lots  12  and 13 ,  look ing  s o u t h .  
Ex tens ive ly  d i s t u r b e d  a r e a  i s  l o c a t e d  around t r e n c h  i n  background. I n t a c t  
c u l t u r a l  d e p o s i t s  extend from foreground t o  l a s t  t r e n c h  running east- west .  

F i g .  28 Former basement of  Karges Bui ld ing  f i l l e d  wi th  c o l l a p s e d  b u i l d i n g  
r u b b l e  ( c a .  t h r e e  v e r t i c a l  mete r s  of modern r e f u s e ) ,  i n  sou thern  h a l f  of 
Lot 12. 



specimens consisting primarily of kitchen preparations (e.g., extract bottles) 

and condiments . 

The presence of intact, deep deposits of late 19th century artifacts prompted 


Eurther mechanical testing across the asphalt-covered lot but no other 


features or structural remains were located. It is, however, reasonable to 


assume that other deposits may exist in unexcavated areas of the right-of-way. 


Further work is recommended in the northern portion of Lot 12/13 to more 


accurately sample the cultural remains associated with the turn-of-the-century 


residence (see Recommendations For Further Work). 




RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY 


Research Approach to Further Work 


Three major perspectives of further work are formulated: (1) a spatial; (2) a 


conceptual and; (3) a temporal framework. These perspectives, broad in scope, 


and patterned after the research concepts of Cressey and Stephens (in Dickens 


1982:44), offer a flexible approach to future field and archival research. 


The spatial framework is seen as the determination of urban group material 


patterns and interpretations based on the identity and locations of ethnic 


status groups. It is thought such a framework would best be approached 


through three levels of investigation: (1) a site, or lot, specific context; 


(2) an intra-block perspective; and, (3) an inter-block interpretation of 


changes and similarities in patterns of development. The past work of 


CAR-UTSA is throught to be potentially useful in this last area as the pre-


vious work was not only block-wide in scope but also adjacent to the current 


project area. 


The inter-block interpretative approach is directly related to the conceptual 


framework of future studies. Following the identification of inter-block 


socio-economic patterns, identifications may be made of broader cultural- 


historical trends and influences of the city's development and evolution. An 


example of this approach would be the recognition of changing economic and 


social patterns at the end of the 19th century. Significant population 


increases from 1870 to 1880 may be related to San Antonio's prosperous status 


as a south Texas cattle center. The population increase, however, included an 


influx of middle-class to affluent Anglo-Europeans, many of whom developed 




va r i ed  merchant and bus iness  i n t e r e s t s ,  and i n  the  p roces s ,  formed a s t a b l e  

and ever- increas ing  commercial a spec t  t o  the developing c i t y ' s  economy. It i s  

pos tu l a t ed  t h a t  such a t r a n s i t i o n  from agri- business  t o  a va r i ed  base of 

i n c i p i e n t  commercialism a t  the end of the 19th cen tury  d i d  much t o  s o f t e n  the  

impact of an otherwise co l l aps ing  c a t t l e  market ac ros s  the  reg ion  a t  the  same 

per iod.  A resea rch  ques t ion  posed by t h i s  perspec t ive  could inc lude  an 

assessment of t he  s i m i l a r i t i e s  and d i f f e r e n c e  of urban c u l t u r a l - h i s t o r i c a l  

development t o  o t h e r  South Texas c i t i e s  dur ing  s i m i l a r  time per iods .  

The t h i r d  and f i n a l  pe r spec t ive ,  the temporal framework, would be u t i l i z e d  t o  

i d e n t i f y  changes i n  land use ,  s e t t l emen t  p a t t e r n s ,  and m a t e r i a l / a r t i f a c t  

d i s t r i b u t i o n s ,  This  has  been s t a t e d  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  and s u c c i n c t l y  by Cressey 

and Stephens ( i n  Dickens, 1982:50): "do se t t l emen t  and a r t i f a c t  p a t t e r n s  a s  

express ions  of s o c i a l  and s p a t i a l  o rganiza t ion  r e l a t e  t o  economic- 

technologica l  changes." 

Spec i a l  emphasis w i l l  be placed upon the  p a t t e r n s  of m a t e r i a l  r e f u s e  

throughout t he  s tudy  a r e a  and across  t he  d i f f e r e n t  l o t  a r ea s .  These w i l l  be 

i d e n t i f i e d  t o  sugges t  s i m i l a r i t i e s  and d i f f e r e n c e s  of a r t i f a c t  and fauna l  

(burned, d i scarded  items. i n  t r a s h  p i t s )  assemblages. Methods of t r a s h  d i s-

posa l  have been found t o  be p a r t i c u l a r l y  u se fu l  dur ing  such i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  

( s ee  Deagan, i n  Schuyler 1982:198-200) and c a r e  w i l l  be given no t  only t o  the  

recovery of such information b u t  a l s o  t o  r e l a t e d  p a t t e r n s  of human waste 

d i s p o s a l  and p r i v i e s .  It has been pointed ou t  t h a t  only through such d e t a i l e d  

documentations of m a t e r i a l  p a t t e r n s  can the  r e sea rche r  understand the  broader  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of ownership, use ,  and d i sca rd  of a r t i f a c t u a l  remains ( s ee  a l s o  

Graffam, i n  Schuyler 1982:217). 



Major intra-city comparative sources for such interpretive studies (in the San 


Antonio area) include unpublished data on file at the CAR-UTSA for the Las 


Tiendas archaeological-historical investigations, John W. Clark Jr.'s (1984) 


report on an early 20th-century San Antonio dump, the recent LaVillita excava-


tions (Labadie 1986), and the earlier Arcinega Street excavations (Katz 1978). 


Pertinent background studies of the Mission San Antonio de Valero (The Alamo), 


because of its proximity to the study area, will also be reviewed and synthe-


sized, as they compare to stratigraphy, cultural deposits, and features [e.g. 


Greer, 1967, Eaton, 1980, and Tunnel in working papers report for 


Houston-Bowie (Feb. 1987) ] . 

Objectives and Methods of Investigation 


The objectives of mitigation are numerous because of the nature of the 


resources to be mitigated. The resource considered here consists of a long 


span of 19th and early 20th century occupational activities as well as more 


recent commercial developments. A significant potential also exists for 18th 


century Spanish Colonial remains. Historic sources for this area consists of 


a variety of documentation including deed and tax records, census data, 


marriage and baptismal records, eye-witness accounts of events in the area, 


utility records, photographs, and more. Individual lots often contain 


discrete features, a variety of artifacts, and horizontal relationships that 


provide much cultural data. 


Among the objectives of mitigation of the site are the following: 


1. 	 To provide a chain of deed records of sales and purchases for the proper-

ties involved. 

2. 	 To provide an historical background including as much biographical and 




genea logica l  information a s  pos s ib l e .  

3 .  	 To a s s o c i a t e  the  s i t e  with contemporary s tudy  u n i t s  as de f ined  i n  Brown 


e t  a l .  (1982). 


4.  	 To c o l l e c t  informant d a t a  on the  c u l t u r a l  l i f e  w i th in  t h i s  po r t i on  of San 

Antonio. 

5. 	 To de f ine  s p a t i a l  and c u l t u r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  f o r  l o t s  involved i n  t h e  


p r o j e c t  a r e a .  


6.  	 To d i scus s  the  a r c h i t e c t u r e  of t he  l o t s .  

7 .  	 To de f ine  t he  h o r i z o n t a l  o r  s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i th in  the  l o t s ,  com-


pared t o  the o the r s  i n  t he  a r e a  and compared t o  s i t e s  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  


where app rop r i a t e  s t u d i e s  have been conducted. 


8. 	 To de f ine  p a t t e r n s  of a r t i f a c t  type frequencies  f o r  i nd iv idua l  l o t s  and 


compare the  r e s u l t s  t o  o t h e r  s i t e s .  


9 .  	 To d i scus s  t he  market system u t i l i z e d  by the  s i t e  occupants wi th  regard 


t o  a r t i f a c t  sources ,  both l o c a l  and na t iona l .  


10. 	 To examine c e r t a i n  a r t i f a c t  c a t e g o r i e s  with regard t o  t h e i r  express ion  of 

r e l a t i v e  wealth o r  s t a t u s .  

11. 	 To d i scus s  family and demographic p a t t e r n s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  o t h e r  a r e a s  of 

1 9 t h  and e a r l y  20th cen tury  America. 

12. 	 To d i scus s  subs i s t ence  a s  r e f l e c t e d  by a r t i f a c t s  and organic  m a t e r i a l s  a t  

the s i t e s .  

I n  o rde r  t o  r e a l i z e  these o b j e c t i v e s ,  a v a r i e t y  of methods w i l l  be u t i l i z e d .  

A t  t he  p re sen t  time a  moderate amount of archival data has been c o l l e c t e d  

inc luding  deed records ;  h i s t o r i c a l  eye-witness accounts ,  o r i g i n s  of s e t t l e r s ,  

informant d a t a ,  and genea logica l  information.  Pu r su i t  of documentary o r  

a r c h i v a l  information w i l l  con t inue  i n  o rde r  t o  provide adequate  information t o  



achieve Objectives 1 through 5. This will involve work at the Barker Texas 


History Center, State Archives, State Library, County Courthouse, the 


Daughters of the Republic Research Library, the Alamo, oral history inter-


views, and other efforts. 


To achieve Objective 6, features will be exposed, photographed, drawn, and 


compared to similar features still standing at other sites, visible in 


historic photographs, and otherwise documented, in order to develop as 


complete architectural reconstruction as possible. Objective 7 will be 


achieved through the gridding of the site and excavation or surface collection 


of the material. This procedure will be done via the establishment of grids 


and the passing of excavated material through 0.25 in. hardware cloth. The 


deposits may be more than 3 meters in depth and stratified, so vertical level 


increments will be utilized in the form of arbitrary 10-cm levels or by 


cultural stratification of deposits, as appropriate. 


Objective 8 can be achieved by cataloging artifacts in pre-established cate-


gories (South 1977), quantifying them, and comparing them to artifact patterns 


defined in the existing literature. The actualization of Objective 9 involves 


the identification of place of manufacture of as manyartifacts as possible. 


This procedure is relatively easy for ceramics and bottles. Many of these 


will represent national brands, while some will pertain to local distributors. 


Again, this information can be quantified and compared to other sites. 


Objective 10 is likewise relatively easy to deal with. Certain kinds of 


ceramics, for example, are known to have been less expensive than others; the 


same is true for liquors, art glass, and other items in general use. The pre- 




sence/ absence of c e r t a i n  types of a r t i f a c t s ,  a s  well  a s  t ax  r eco rds ,  should 

provide the r e q u i s i t e  da t a .  There have been s t u d i e s  of family r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

and demography (Hareven and Vinovskis 1978) which w i l l  provide comparative 

da ta  t o  which information generated by t h i s  p ro jec t  may be compared. F i n a l l y ,  

subs is tence  evidence such a s  b o t t l e s ,  cans ,  and so f o r t h ,  and a c t u a l  food 

remains such a s  f r u i t  p i t s ,  bones, egg s h e l l s ,  seafood s h e l l s ,  and so f o r t h ,  

w i l l  be s tudied .  Bones can provide information on what animals were u t i l i z e d ,  

how they were c u t ,  r e l a t i v e  expense of c u t s ,  and preferences of indiv idual  

fami l ies  f o r  example. 

I n  summary, the ob jec t ives  of mi t iga t ion  here in  l i s t e d  have, a s  t h e i r  common 

goa l .  the development of information on (1)  t h e  l e v e l  of i n t e g r a t i o n  of the  

inhab i t an t s  of the  a rea  i n t o  na t ional  and l o c a l  markets,  ( 2 )  mate r i a l  mani-

f e s t a t i o n s  of e t h n i c i t y  and s o c i a l  s t a t u s ,  and ( 3 )  hor i zon ta l  p a t t e r n i n g  of 

a r t i f a c t s  and the funct ional  pa t t e rn  of a r t i f a c t s  a s  a mani fes ta t ion  of 

c u l t u r e .  Other goals  include the development of a l o c a l  h i s t o r y  of the  pro-

j e c t  a r e a ,  encompassing land t r ansac t ions ,  p a t t e r n s  of i nhe r i t ance ,  family 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  p a t t e r n s ,  demography of the a r e a ,  and subs is tence .  



RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER WORK 


The fol lowing presen ts  a summary of recommendations f o r  f u r t h e r  work f o r  spe-

c i f i c  s i t e / l o t  a r ea s  a s  wel l  a s  a b r i e f  d i s cus s ion  of o t h e r  p r o j e c t  

cons idera t ions .  

Lot- Specif ic  Recommendations 

Lots  23/24 

Due t o  the  pauc i ty  of c o l l e c t e d  ma te r i a l s  a s soc i a t ed  with the  s t r u c t u r a l  

f e a t u r e s  i n  Lots 23 and 24, f u r t h e r  t e s t i n g  i n  a s  y e t  un inves t iga ted  po r t i ons  

of these  l o t s  i s  recommended. The a c t u a l  po r t i ons  a r e  modest i n  s i z e  ( ca .  

5-meters square ,  each) however, they would have once cons i s t ed  of both the  

inner  and ou te r  a r e a s  of the  o r i g i n a l  house s t r u c t u r e .  An enlarged sampling 

c o l l e c t i o n  from Lot 23/24 would con t r ibu t e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  no t  only toward a  

more accu ra t e  app ra i s a l  of l o t  depos i t s  bu t  could a l s o  be used toward 

in t e r / i n t r a -b lock  comparisons t o  o the r  s i m i l a r ,  s t r u c t u r a l  remains,  f o r  

example, those  loca ted  i n  Lots  14 and 29. 

Lot A25 

Like the  previous l o t s ,  Lot A25 conta ins  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  s t r u c t u r a l  f e a t u r e ,  

thought t o  be a  l imestone walkway, bu t  which is  poorly def ined  f u n c t i o n a l l y ,  

chronologica l ly ,  o r  c u l t u r a l l y .  The immediate a r e a  of t h i s  f e a t u r e  could 

b e n e f i t  from f u r t h e r  t e s t i n g  t o  de f ine  the f e a t u r e ' s  s p a t i a l  and func t iona l  

contex t .  This d a t a ,  aga in ,  could be u t i l i z e d  f o r  intra- block c u l t u r a l  com-

par i sons .  Addi t iona l ly ,  f u r t h e r  s p e c i f i c  a r c h i v a l  research  i s  a l s o  recom-

mended f o r  the Tong family,  t o  include assessments of t h e i r  n a t i o n a l i t y  and 

c u l t u r a l  impact t o  the s tudy  a r ea .  



Lot 28/29 


A small caliche structural feature was identified in Lot 28 that has not been 


documented through historical record. Additionally, the small structure noted 


on the corner of Houston and Bowie Streets circa 1896 has not yet been 


located. Given the proposed testing of previous lots in this area, it is 


recommended hand-excavations utilizing a series of contiguous 2-meter squares 


and standard archaeological techniques be employed here for both a more 


detailed lot-specific assessment but also intra-block comparisons. Units will 


be oriented to a site grid as well as to specific features identified during 


excavations. 


Lot 14 


The existance of intact rubble stone foundations and the lack of supportive 


historical documentation suggests this area could benefit by further work. 


Hand excavations to expose the foundations within the right-of-way as well as 


further archival research is recommended in Lot 14. 


Lot 12/13 


The existance of deeply buried cultural deposits has been confirmed by pre-


vious testing. Although ca. 50% of the lot area has been severly damaged by 


past commercial activities, additional materials relating to the late 19th 


century residence may exist in the northern portion of the site. Additional-


ly, it is reasonable to assume there may also be as yet undiscovered remains 


of outbuildings, wells and/or cisterns in the lot. The sampling of such 


features and materials would do much to more accurately define the character 


and lifeways of this turn-of-the-century family. Block excavations utilizing 


contiguous 1-meter squares, similar to those recommended for the adjacent 


Lot 14, is suggested for Lot 12. 




Additional General Recommendations/Project Considerations 


(A) 	 Further archival/historical review of New City Block 165 is recommended 


to include all impacted lots. To date, little specific data is available for 


land ownerships prior to 1836-1840 although several de la Zerdas' (also 


spelled Cerda) are noted in the historical record. The families associated 


with all identified structures are poorly known (or only most generally 


described). Little information is available as yet, on the post-1900 commer-


cial development of Houston and Bowie Streets and this constitutes a signifi-


cant gap in the recognized socio-economic development of the project area. 


Lastly, and most importantly, the data accumulated to date as well as research 


recommended should be interpreted from intra- a swell as inner-block patterns 


of urban development. This should include direct assessments and comparisons 


to date from previous work such as the UTSA Las Tiendas studies currently 


under way and other past downtown historical investigations. It is antici-


pated such archival/historical overview would include oral history interviews 


with family descendants, former property owners, and informants as appropriate 


as well as deed, tax, census, baptismal and death records reviews. Further 


archival reviews are recommended at such specific sources (in addition to 


those previously listed) as the Spanish Archives, the University of Texas at 

Austin and the Spanish Archives of the General Land Office, Austin. 


(B) The scheduling, equipment and man-power for additional, recommended work 


should be compatible and concurrent with construction activities and the 


overall street completion. The limited time and work-days available should be 


recognized during planning of additional studies. 


(C) Systematic on-site monitoring of construction activities in the existing 


right-of-way is projected (as originally recommended) during future construc- 




tion phases. Such work would be initiated only during periods of uncovering 


existing right-of-way areas. 


(D) Although a relatively extensive amount of previous historical/archaeo- 


logical work beginning in the 1960's has been accomplished in downtown San 


Antonio, little to no subsurface correlations of natural stratigraphy, depo-


sitions of cultural zones, or even soil type descriptions have been made. It 


is recommended that such work, integral to the present work, be expanded to 


review stratigraphic data and offer systematic, quantifiable assessments of 


inter-block stratigraphy and soils description. Such work, modest in scope, 


would offer significant practical benefit to not only interpretations of stra-


tigraphy during project analysis but to future'researchers as well. 


SUMMARY 

Background archival research supplemented by a program of systematic testing 


indicates that portions of Houston and Bowie Streets, San Antonio, Texas, con-


tain significant historical features and deposits related to varying periods 


in the-development of the city. Recommendations for further work regarding 


these cultural resources prior to potential negative impacts have been pre-


sented in some detail. The documentation and investigation of these remnants 


of 19th and early 20th century San Antonio are thought to offer significant 


contributions to a future understanding of the historical development of the 


city. 
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