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INTRODUCTION 


The Ruben Hancock S i t e  (41TV875) i s  located a t  a pos i t ion  on t h e  center- 

l i n e  of t h e  extension of Parmer Lane from FM 1325 (Burnet Road) t o  FM 620. 

The s i t e  was found during a survey of t h e  right-of-way conducted by t h e  

author on t h e  9 th  of August, 1984. Other s i t e s  were found during t h e  sur-

vey but  were too  ephemeral o r  too disturbed t o  warrant f u r t h e r  invest iga-

t ion .  It was judged a t  t h e  time of t h e  survey t h a t  the  Ruben Hancock S i t e ,  

because of i t s  undisturbed condit ion and t h e  presence of metal and g l a s s  

a r t i f a c t s ,  warranted f u r t h e r  inves t iga t ion .  It was suggested t h a t  t h e  

t e s t i n g  cons i s t  of a metal de tec to r  survey. 

A g r id  was l a i d  out  promptly and accura te ly  on t h e  s i te  by t h e  survey crew 

of t h e  S t a t e  Department of Highways and Public  Transportat ion (SDHPT) 

D i s t r i c t  14 headquarters.  Harry Johnson of t h e  Right-of-way Division of 

D i s t r i c t  14 secured permission from the  property owners (Burnet Road Land 

J o i n t  Venture, through M r .  Scot t  Ripley) f o r  the  metal de tec to r  survey. 

Edward Sutherland of D i s t r i c t  14 coordinated t h e  D i s t r i c t  14 a c t i v i t i e s .  

A t  t he  Highway Design Environmental and Community Factors Section,  James 

W. Barr and Frank A. Weir coordinated with t h e  D i s t r i c t .  Tom Gorman aided 

i n  t e s t i n g  the  metal  de tec to r s .  Milton Bel l ,  J e r r y  Henderson, Clyde 

Bull ion,  Ann Irwin, and Marilyn Rot ter  of the  SDHPT Archaeology Section 

provided adminis t ra t ive ,  production, research, and s e c r e t a r i a l  support.  



SITE DESCRIPTION AND ENVIRONMENT 

The s i t e  is  s i t u a t e d  on the  l e f t  bank of Walnut Creek near its head. It 

i s  located  a t  t h e  foo t  of a low h i l l  adjacent  t o  the  creek (Fig. 1). 

Evidence of c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  time of s i te  occupation and sub-

sequently serve t o  def ine  the  s i te  boundaries. The s i te  is bounded on 

the  north by an abandoned east-west road which crosses  t h e  creek. The 

e a s t  boundary c o n s i s t s  of a shallow d i t c h  o r  trench f o r  a buried sewer 

l i n e  c u t  i n t o  limestone bedrock. The south boundary c o n s i s t s  of a barbed 

wire fence, and t h e  w e s t  boundary is i n  p a r t  a s tone  yard fence and aban-

doned wood o r  barbed w i r e  fence l i n e  indica ted  by a l i n e a r  growth of hack-

berry  t r e e s .  The h ighes t  point  of t h e  s i te  i s  t h e  nor theas t  corner;  t h e  

s i te  s lopes  t o  t h e  southwest. The w e s t  boundary runs p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  

creek. 

S o i l s  a t  t h e  s i te  a r e  a l luv ia l- co l luv ia l .  The deposi t  increases  i n  depth 

from nonexistent  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  s i t e  where cretaceous limestone 

bedrock is exposed t o  approximately 2 t o  3 f t .  near  t h e  creek. The de-

p o s i t  c o n s i s t s  of sandy loam and l i g h t  c l ay  o r ig ina t ing  from overbank 

deposi t ion from t h e  creek and slope-wash off  t h e  adjacent  h i l l .  The 

deposi t s  conta in  small  (2 t o  3 mm i n  diameter) limestone pebbles. 

Vegetation on t h e  s i te  c o n s i s t s  of l a r g e  and small l i v e  oaks, junipers ,  

hackberries ,  smal ler  shrubs, and a v a r i e t y  of shor t  grasses and forbs .  

Hackberries tend t o  form alignments along former fence l i n e s .  The a rea  

e a s t  of t h e  s i te  was a former plowed f i e l d  and hence is  covered i n  a 

v a r i e t y  of s h o r t  and t a l l  grasses  and forbs.  Southeast of t h e  s i t e  is a 

basebal l  complex serving t h e  Waters Park area .  Adjacent a reas  t o  t h e  

south, w e s t ,  and nor th  a r e  wooded. 

Cu l tu ra l  f e a t u r e s  v i s i b l e  on the  surface  of the  s i t e  include a stone- lined 

hand-dug w e l l  a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  margin of t h e  site. Approximately 20 f t .  

west is a galvanized tube of a d r i l l e d  w e l l .  S t i l l  f a r t h e r  w e s t  is  an 

o ld  fence d iv id ing t h e  s i te  i n  h a l f .  Adjacent t o  the  d r i l l e d  wel l  on 

t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  fence is  a small pen formed by barbed wire and cedar 

( juniper)  post  fencing. One post  i n  t h e  fence contains many cu t  n a i l s .  
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A t  the  northwest comer  of the s i te  is a low, dry- laid s tone wall ,  probably 

the  lower segment of a post and barbed wire fence, running east-west about 

40 f t .  and north-south about 80 f t .  Along t he  north margin of the  site 

is a c l e a r  swale representing an abandoned road (Fig. 2) .  

Ar t i fac tua l  evidence of occupation a l so  is found at  t he  site. This evi-

dence cons i s t s  of numerous t i n  cans and pieces of sheet  i ron  adjacent t o  

the  hand-dug w e l l ,  a concentration of barbed w i r e  and ba r r e l  hoops a t  one 

point  on t he  barbed wire fence, and th in ly  sca t t e red  pieces of w i r e  and 

sheet  i r on  i n  o ther  areas of the  site. One g lass  sherd and one p l a in  

white pearlware sherd w e r e  a l so  observed on the  surface.  The only diag-

nos t i c  a r t i f a c t s  observed w e r e  t he  cut  n a i l s  i n  the  fence post suggesting 

a pre-1890 construction.  , 





PREVIOUS RESEARCH AND RESEARCH DESIGN 


Through a r c h i v a l  inves t iga t ion  i t  was determined t h a t  t h i s  s i t e  was occu-

pied by a Negro family from approximately 1870 t o  about 1920. The h i s-

t o r i c a l  archaeology of e thn ic  groups per se i s  j u s t  beginning. A v a r i e t y  

of excavations has been performed a t  s l a v e  cabins and pre-Civil War f ree-  

Black sites i n  t h e  nor theas t .  This s i t e  pe r t a ins  t o  t h e  post-Civil War 

period which i s  poorly known through t h e  archaeological  record.  Numerous 

Anglo s i t e s  of t h e  period have been excavated, some i n  t h e  near  v i c i n i t y  

of t h i s  si te.  They provide a source of da ta  f o r  comparison. 

The purposes of a test a t  an archaeological  s i t e  focus on t h e  quest ions of 

whether t h e r e  'are undisturbed deposi t s ,  buried fea tu res ,  and a r t i f a c t s  

which would provide s u f f i c i e n t  da ta  t o  determine i f  t h e  s i te  is e l i g i b l e  

f o r  inc lus ion  wi th in  t h e  National Register  of H i s t o r i c  Places. To be 

e l i g i b l e  under purely archaeological  c r i t e r i a ,  t h e  s i t e  must have t h e  

p o t e n t i a l  t o  y i e l d  important archaeological  information. To determine 

e l i g i b i l i t y ,  two research endeavors w e r e  pursued. The f i r s t  was the  

c o l l e c t i o n  of a rch iva l  da ta  t r ac ing  ownership of t h e  land and some in-

formation on t h e  occupants of t h e  s i t e .  The second was t o  l o c a t e  poss ib le  

a r t i f a c t  (meta l l ic )  concentrat ions i n  order  t o  determine poss ib le  s t ruc-

t u r e s  and t o  b e t t e r  de f ine  t h e  s i te  l i m i t s .  

Since the  da tes  of occupation were known through a rch iva l  records and 

e a r l y  a e r i a l  photos, s ince  t h e  presence of seve ra l  c u l t u r a l  f ea tu res  was 

v i s i b l e  on t h e  su r face ,  and s ince  t h e  s i te  is undisturbed, many of the  

reasons f o r  t e s t i n g  were already taken ca re  o f .  That r e a l l y  l e f t  only 

t h e  quest ion of where concentrat ions of a r t i f a c t s  might be. 

I n  order  t o  l o c a t e  concentrat ions of buried a r t i f a c t s ,  a g r i d  of 20 f t .  

squares was l a i d  on the  s i t e  using the  cen te r l ine  a s  a base l ine .  The 

g r i d  was l imi ted  t o  t h e  obvious defined boundaries of t h e  s i t e .  The g r i d  

was drawn on a topographic map of t h e  s i t e .  Following t h i s  procedure, 

a metal  de tec to r  was run over each square and h i t s  p lo t t ed  on t h e  map. 

Surface-exposed a r t i f a c t s  were a l s o  p lo t t ed .  



RESULTS OF TESTING 


Although t h e  s i te  appears t o  be  bounded a s  previously described,  t h e  

metal de tec to r  i n d i c a t e s  a much smaller a rea  of in tens ive  occupation, 

an a rea  140 by 100 f t .  (Fig. 2). The metal de tec to r  was unable t o  

de tec t  indiv idual  n a i l s  and s t rands  of barbed w i r e .  No high concentra-

t i o n  of h i t s  w a s  detected i n  an a r e a  of t h e  site thought t o  be,  from 

s u r f i c i a l  alignments of s tone ,  t h e  l o c a l i t y  of t h e  house. The metal 

de tec to r  d id  ind ica te ,  however, t h e  presence of concentrat ions of 

m e t a l l i c  ob jec t s  which was the  purpose of the  test. 



RESULTS OF ARCHIVAL RESEARCH 


The land on which t h i s  s i t e  is  s i tua ted  was o r ig ina l ly  one labor  of land 

granted t o  Thomas M. Fowler by t he  Republic of Texas i n  1837 (Travis 

County General Land Office,  F i l e  523). Fowler assigned t he  land t o  

Wilson Biggs i n  1838 who i n  turn  t ransferred i t  t o  John P.  Harcourt, 

an a t torney,  possibly i n  settlement of debts (Travis County General Land 

Office,  F i l e  523). Harcourt retained t i t l e  to  the  land on which one 

F. W. Chandler was a squa t te r .  Harcourt obtained f i n a l  c l e a r  t i t l e  i n  

1875 (Travis County Deed Records, Vol. 31:560-561). 

For some time the  land t i t l e  was unclear, evidently muddied by t h e  Chandler 

claim. I n  any event, the  land was owned pr io r  t o  1904 by Ruben Hancock 

and h i s  h e i r s  (Travis County Deed Records, Vol. 198:309). Aff idavi ts  by 

Mrs. Susie Dickerson, one of Hancock's h e i r s  (Travis County Deed Records, 

Vol. 706:63-64, Vol. 700:486-488), and by Jay W. Barnes and wife Helen 

(Travis County Deed Records, Vol. 1489:179-183) ind ica te  t h a t  Hancock 

occupied t he  land i n  1881. M r s .  Dickerson sold the  property t o  Ear l  

and F loss ie  Gregory i n  1942 (Travis County Deed Records, Vol. 700:486-488). 

The Gregorys l a t e r  sold  an easement t o  W. J. Simpson (Travis County Deed 

Records, Vol. 1435:362-363) and one to the  county (Travis County Deed 

Records, Vol. 744:232-233). I n  1954 the  land was sold  t o  J. W. Y e t t  

(Travis County Deed Records, Vol. 1489:173-178). The land eventually 

was purchased by t h e  Burnet Road Land Jo in t  Venture of Houston. 



CONCLUSIONS 


Both a rch iva l  research and t e s t i n g  through the  use of a metal de tec to r  

ind ica te  t h a t  t h i s  undisturbed archaeological  site contains important 

da ta  of s c i e n t i f i c  i n t e r e s t .  Testing ind ica tes  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  c u l t u r a l  

f ea tu res  i n  t h e  s i t e  as w e l l  as buried a r t i f a c t s .  The s i t e  is  associa ted  

with a  Negro farmer, Ruben Hancock, and h i s  descendants ( h i s  son, L. G. 

Hancock d ied  a t  Waters Park i n  1976). Because of t h e  p o t e n t i a l  of t h e  

s i te  t o  e l u c i d a t e  quest ions of a s c i e n t i f i c  nature,  i t  is t h e  opinion 

of t h e  author t h a t  t h e  s i te  meets t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  nomination t o  t h e  

National Regis ter  of His to r i c  Places. 
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