Biedermann and the Firebugs

composing contemporary music for live theater

By Jesse Edwards - Faculty Sponsor: Dr. Rick Jones
MTC 475 Spring 2018
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Max Frisch’s “(Biedermann and) The Ht IREBUG@

Firebugs” is an eccentric German play decided to treat the chorus’ lines as
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Upon discussion, Dr. Rick Jones and |

lyrics, setting them to music. This
decision allowed us to investigate three
challenges that come with setting text to
MUSIC:

with many nuanced directions. One
such direction calls for a chorus of
firemen (and/or women), tunctioning as
a typical Greek chorus.
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Style Function Meter
How to aligh musical style with How does the music interact with the play? LA 'nt,egr?te text with 'rregUIa,r i
: . . . and music with regular meter* without
the style of the play? What interpretation does it bring? L .
obscuring line and meaning?
(a decision we had previously reached in answerto the question of style)
What we landed on: What we decided: How we solved the problem:
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~ delivering lines clearly.
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a sprinkle of Broadway
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