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In: Proc., Southern Forestry Symposium, 1986
(Nov. 19-21, 1985, Atlanta, GA)

EXTERNAL FACTORS SHAPING THE 2010
FORESTER: CONTINUING EDUCATION FROM
AN ACADEMIC POINT-OF-VIEW

Thomas J., Straka and Steven H., Bullard

Department of Forestry
Mississippi State University

INTRODUCTION

Professional obsolescence is a danger facing all foresters. All too
many foresters consider their educational commitment to terminate when
they earn their degree. The competency of the professional forester can
quickly erode if the forester does not develop a personal continuing
education program.

Professional obsolescence develops from new technology growth and a
loss of knowledge attributed to forgetting. The discovery and
application of new knowledge is a dynamic process which creates an
exponential growth in the new knowledge gap of the forester who chooses
not to continue his education. At the same time, a retention gap results
from the forester's simple process of forgetting. Together, the new
knowledge gap and retention gap account for the process of professional
obsolescence. Figure 1 (adapted from Beardsley 1972) illustrates this
general relationship.
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Figure 1. Potential for increasing technical obsolescence over time.

We referred to the simple process of forgetting., Is it really a
simple process? We suspect the process for a forester may differ from
that of other professionals. Two factors may contribute to a higher
degree of forgetting by foresters than for other types of professionals.
First, the diversity of subject matter in professional forestry education
(economics, biology, biometry, harvesting, etc.) is unusually high.
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