
dependent variable:  war

•“Types of Armed Conflict: 1 = None, 2 = Interstate, 3 = Regional 
and/or General Civil War, 4 = War of Independence, 5 = Multiple 
Types.”

independent variable:  Government

•“Government: The Nature of Government in Politics: 1 = 
Established Multi-Party Democracy; 2 = Recently Established 
Multi-Party Democracy in Transition; 3 = One-Party Regime; 4 = 
Autocratic Regime; 5 = Disordered State/Civil War”. 

independent control variable #1:  Economic Development

•“Level of Economic Development.” This question requires 
respondents to identify with one of three categories labeled 
“Least Developed,” “Developed,” and “Industrial.”

independent control variable #2:  Nuclear Weapons

•“Ownership of Nuclear Weapons: 1 = Own Nuclear Weapons 
Material, 2 = Voluntarily Abandoned Nuclear Weapons 
Program, 3 = Own Nuclear Weapons, 4 = Compelled to Abandon 
Nuclear Weapons Program.”

independent control variable #3:  Three Worlds Model

•“Classification of Countries into Three Worlds Model: 1 = First 
World, 2 = Second World, 3 = Third World.”

The motivation for choosing this topic arose from curiosity 
about whether stereotypes regarding different government 
systems could be broken down or upheld using scientific means.  
For example,  Disordered states have been associated with hostility 
and stereotyped as barbaric, while a democratic government has 
been closely associated with prestige.  

What is your opinion?What is your opinion?What is your opinion?What is your opinion?

Hypothesis: an established multi-party democracy will be the 
government system least likely to engage in war

Why this topic?Why this topic?Why this topic?Why this topic?

Below, Tables 1 and 2 provide summary statistics of the variables used and Table 3 provides 
the results of the cross-tabulations:
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Proneness to engage in conflict:

Disordered state: 87.5%

Proneness notnotnotnot to engage in conflict:

autocratic regime* : 41.7%

established multi-party Democracy: 60.0%

Established multi-party democracy in transition: 52.1%

One-party regime: 52.6%

government with underdeveloped economy

Autocratic regime is 62.5% prone to regional/general civil war

Established multi-party democracy is 33.3% prone to no war, 
interstate war and regional/general civil war

established multi-party democracy in transition is 43.8% prone to no 
war and regional/general civil war

One-party regime is 40.0% prone to interstate war and 
regional/general civil war
*37.5% prone to civil war and therefore it can be concluded that it is the most likely out of the four “orderly”
government systems to engage in conflict 
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