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Mary Zimmerman is the recipient of a 1998 MacArthur Fellowship, the 2002 Tony Award for 
Best Director of a Play and numerous Joseph Jefferson Awards (including Best Production 
and Best Direction) for her theatre work in Chicago. She is an Artistic Associate of Goodman 
Theatre, a member of Lookingglass Theatre Company and a professor of performance 
studies at Northwestern University. Ms. Zimmerman adapted and directed Metamorphoses, 
which appeared on Broadway, at Lookingglass Theatre Company, Off Broadway and at other 
major regional  theatres. She has directed her many other plays throughout the U.S. and at 
the Wuzhen Theatre Festival in China. She created a new opera with Philip Glass, Galileo 
Galilei, and a stage adaptation of The Jungle Book.  Ms. Zimmerman has directed 
Shakespeare’s Henry VIII and Measure for Measure at the Public Theatre’s Shakespeare in 
the Park. She has directed major opera productions for the Metropolitan Opera and at La 
Scala in Milan.  (Information courtesy of the Goodman Theatre, goodmantheatre.org.) 
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As is true of much folklore, the origins of the stories of The 1,001 Nights, sometimes called 
The Arabian Nights, are obscure and widely varied.  They come not just from the Middle 
East but also from a huge swath of Asia as well as North and East Africa.  European 
translators may even have added a few.  The tales chosen from Sir Richard Francis 
Burton’s version by the great Chicago-based playwright and director Mary Zimmerman for 
this dramatization seem to have been selected especially for their strangeness and ability 
to surprise and intrigue American audiences.  Like the better-known “Aladdin and his 
Magic Lamp,” “Sinbad the Sailor” and “Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves,” they are part of 
our global heritage, and we hope you enjoy our re-telling of them this evening. 
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