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The T. C. Osborn Tenant Farm, 41BP314

Understandably, this is a superficial treatment of the very
complicated institution of tenant farming that existed
throughout the cotton belt of central Texas. Nevertheless,
in concluding, we extend the following statement: consid-
ering the time and the place, the hardships endured and the
advancements realized, this group of sharecroppers can be
characterized as possessing a daring spirit, a deep sense of
family loyalty, a strong work ethic, tenacity, and above all,
optimism.

Figure 18. Present-day view of site—view to the south, down Lovers Lane. (Photo taken January 2001.)
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Table A-1. Artifact Catalog

Osborn Tenant Farm Arms

Lot Provenience
1 Chimney Fall
2 Well rim
3 T-1 1 1 1 1 9 11 3 5 8
4 Gradall Trench 1 1 1 1 4 2 2
5 N505/E505 1 1 1  4 11 16 10 10
6 N600/E490 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 20 24 2 23 1 26
7 N610/E490 1  1 2 1 1  2 1 2 5 1 3 2 27 33
8 N510/E505 1 1
9 N605/E490 1 2   3 1 1 1 26 29

10 N505/E510 4 1 5 1 1 2 7 9 2 1 12 15
12 N510/E510 1 1 1 1 1 3 6 1 7 8
13 N615/E490 12 12 7 3 38 2 50
14 T.U. 1
15 T.U. 1 2 13 15 3 3
16 Surface rear of house 1 1
17 N610/E485 1 4 5 1 1 25 27
18 N485/E520 2 4 6 6 6
19 N505/E540 2 2
20 N555/E480  4 1  5 4 2 33 1 40
21 House interior 0 0 0 0
22 N560/E500 3  3 1 1 10 1 32 45
23 N515/E505  1 1 1 1  1 1 1 7 10 1 3 1 12 17
24 Under floor; SE rm. 1  1 1 1
25 Surface N.E. Room
26 N520/E515 3 3 1 1 2 1 1 4 1 1 1 3 11 17
27 N515/E500 4 4 1 6 1 8
28 N525/E520 1 1 2 5 7 1 2 1 2 6
29 House interior 0 0 0 0
30 N510/E515 1 5 6 1 4 5
31 N550/E475 5 5 1 1 4 4 6 14 1 1 13 4 3 89 2 113
32 N535/E500 1 14 15 1 1 1 28 31
33 N515/E490 1 1 6 13 19 1 27 1 29
34 N545/E475 4 4 1 1 19 6 16 41 7 24 6 3 135 175
35 N575/E465 1 1 0 5 8 1 53 67 1 1 13 7 1 78 2 103
36 N580/E520  1 1 1 1 7 9 2 13 3 47 65
37 Surface N side of house
38 N580/E500 5 6 11 3 3 1 2 9 4 19 35 2 57 7 3 116 5 190
39 Maintainer cuts 0 0 7 1 5 13 1 19 4 193 217
40 N560/E540 1 1 1 1 2 4 8 5 54 67
41 Feature 1 0 0 0 3 3
42 N540/E505 1 1 1 11 12 1 18 19
43 N505/E535 1 2 7 10 4 6 1 11
44 N535/E550 0 0 3 1 3 7 8 1 24 33
45 Wall fall of east room
46 No Provenience 1 4 1 6
47 Maintainer cuts

Grand Total 2 16 22 40 11 11 48 22 63 12 266 411 15 14 196 57 11 1104 16 1413

Activity Barn/Workshop Ceramic
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1 1
3 3

1 1 2 1 2 31 58 92
1 1

17 28 3 156 204
1 1 2 1 1 18 18 1 6 45

5 5 18 1 33 9 1 16 78
9 1 8 18

4 4 1 1 20 3 1 1 26 53
2 11 1 2 16 7 15 49 1 108 180

1 1 1 15 57 4 78 155
3 3 30 23 10 5 68

3 3
2 2 2 5 27 1 45 80

 9 9
2 9 3 9 23

5 1 6
2 2 19 30 5 1 23 78

0 1 1
3 3 2 1 13 30 21 67
6 6 1 6 21 15 56 99

1 1 31 8 39

1 1 11 13 6 24 2 1 36 69
1 1 3 1 5 5 1 1 23 39

1 1 2 9 27 1 119 156
0  0

1 1 6 30 31 67
1 1 2 1 44 51 52 148

3 3 1 2 3 3 39 1 90 139
1 6 1 8 4 3 1 1 7 31 111 158

10 1 11 13 2 131 103 1 4 1 124 379
4 4 3 1 98 65 1 1 3 33 205

1 1 2 2 6 1 16 36 1 1 1 1 19 76

1 2 11 1 1 1 17 8 1 2 2 102 263 5 1 3 75 462
6 6 2 1 2 3 5 1 25 39
1 1 2 1 1 18 21 1 27 69

0 17 25 42
1 1 2 1 6 50 78 135
1 1 2 1 24 1 24 52
1 1 3 2 10 26 2 7 50

1 1
1 6 5 19 1 32

4 4

8 8 96 2 5 7 2 128 7 116 7 16 21 708 1142 5 60 5 41 2 1494 3624

ConstructionClothing/PersonalOsborn Tenant Farm

Lot Provenience
1 Chimney Fall
2 Well rim
3 T-1
4 Gradall Trench
5 N505/E505
6 N600/E490
7 N610/E490
8 N510/E505
9 N605/E490

10 N505/E510
12 N510/E510
13 N615/E490
14 T.U. 1
15 T.U. 1
16 Surface rear of house
17 N610/E485
18 N485/E520
19 N505/E540
20 N555/E480
21 House interior
22 N560/E500
23 N515/E505
24 Under floor; SE rm.
25 Surface N.E. Room
26 N520/E515
27 N515/E500
28 N525/E520
29 House interior
30 N510/E515
31 N550/E475
32 N535/E500
33 N515/E490
34 N545/E475
35 N575/E465
36 N580/E520
37 Surface N side of house
38 N580/E500
39 Maintainer cuts
40 N560/E540
41 Feature 1
42 N540/E505
43 N505/E535
44 N535/E550
45 Wall fall of east room
46 No Provenience
47 Maintainer cuts

Grand Total

Table A-1. continued…



66

4 40 44 1 1
2 2 1 1
7 16 23

4 47 30 1 82  1 2 3
3 40 41 84 4 3  7 1  0 1

1 1 1  1
2 80 1 9 92 2  2 1 5 6
1 37 9 47 1 1

16 16 1  1 1 1
74 43 117 3  3 3 0 1 4

1 10 4 15 4 4

28 20 0 48 1 0 1
9 7 1 17  1 1
4 21 25

1 57 47 105 2  2 15 0 15
0 0 0

43 44 1 88 9  9 1 1 19 21
1 52 27 80  0 21 21
1 2 3

3 3 1 1
1 38 7 5 51 3  3 2 50 3 55

21 11 1 3 36 1  1 38 38
22 22 4 1 5

0 0 0
13 1 14

1 282 1 1 285 2  2 1 8 0 9
1 53 11 12 1 78 2 2

127 4 4 1 136 14 1 15
336 1 1 338 37  37 1 5 1 18  24

6 153 2 161  0 1 2 20 23
2 64 42 108 4  4 1 1 0 2

3 3
6 212 261 5 484 18 3  21 6 2 2  10

111 2 1 1 1 116 0 1 1 3 5
3 198 1 1 203 2  2 13 13

1 1 0 1 1
33 2 35 1 2 5 8

1 37 1 39 30 30
230 2 232  0 1 2 101 104
2 2
1 1

38 2479 626 13 27 9 2 43 3237 81 15 0 96 3 1 36 5 128 248 5 425

Kitchen/Household Lithics MetalOsborn Tenant Farm

Lot Provenience
1 Chimney Fall
2 Well rim
3 T-1
4 Gradall Trench
5 N505/E505
6 N600/E490
7 N610/E490
8 N510/E505
9 N605/E490

10 N505/E510
12 N510/E510
13 N615/E490
14 T.U. 1
15 T.U. 1
16 Surface rear of house
17 N610/E485
18 N485/E520
19 N505/E540
20 N555/E480
21 House interior
22 N560/E500
23 N515/E505
24 Under floor; SE rm.
25 Surface N.E. Room
26 N520/E515
27 N515/E500
28 N525/E520
29 House interior
30 N510/E515
31 N550/E475
32 N535/E500
33 N515/E490
34 N545/E475
35 N575/E465
36 N580/E520
37 Surface N side of house
38 N580/E500
39 Maintainer cuts
40 N560/E540
41 Feature 1
42 N540/E505
43 N505/E535
44 N535/E550
45 Wall fall of east room
46 No Provenience
47 Maintainer cuts

Grand Total

Table A-1. continued…
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Grand 
Total

1
3

5 1 6 165
10

2 2 1 1 257
2 1 3 187

2 2 8 8 226
2 2 23

1 1 3 3 193
1 1 13 1 16 2 1 3 293

1 2 3 192
1 1 2 4 4 263

3
8 8 127

10
1 1 2 1 1 107

30
33

2  1  3 1 1 2 252
 0 0 1

8 8  0 244
3 20 0 3 1 27 1 3 4 266

4  4 49
4

2 4 6 2 2 1 1  18 7  7 241
2   2 129

2 2 1 1 202
 0 0 0

3 3 96
1  1 7 7 587
1 1 9 9 278

1 1 4 4 371
1 1 2 11 11 1023
1 1 2 4 4 570
11 11 3 3 285

3
4 15 2 21 1254

 0 5 5 401
2 2 363

 0 2 2 49
5 5 2 2 219

1  1 1 1 145
1 1 2 3 3 432

3
39

 0 0 4
42 7 47 8 5 23 5 4 141 82 0 25 107 9633

Miscellaneous ShellOsborn Tenant Farm

Lot Provenience
1 Chimney Fall
2 Well rim
3 T-1
4 Gradall Trench
5 N505/E505
6 N600/E490
7 N610/E490
8 N510/E505
9 N605/E490

10 N505/E510
12 N510/E510
13 N615/E490
14 T.U. 1
15 T.U. 1
16 Surface rear of house
17 N610/E485
18 N485/E520
19 N505/E540
20 N555/E480
21 House interior
22 N560/E500
23 N515/E505
24 Under floor; SE rm.
25 Surface N.E. Room
26 N520/E515
27 N515/E500
28 N525/E520
29 House interior
30 N510/E515
31 N550/E475
32 N535/E500
33 N515/E490
34 N545/E475
35 N575/E465
36 N580/E520
37 Surface N side of house
38 N580/E500
39 Maintainer cuts
40 N560/E540
41 Feature 1
42 N540/E505
43 N505/E535
44 N535/E550
45 Wall fall of east room
46 No Provenience
47 Maintainer cuts

Grand Total

Table A-1. continued…
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The following information is provided in accordance with the General Rules of Practice and Procedure, Chapter
41.11 (Investigative Reports), Texas Antiquities Committee:

1. Type of investigation: Archival, artifactual, and historical research

2. Project name: Osborn Tenant House

3. County: Bastrop

4. Principal investigator: Nancy A. Kenmotsu

5. Name and location of sponsoring agency: Texas Department of Transportation, Environmental Affairs Divi-
sion, 125 E. 11th Street, Austin, Texas 78701-2483

6. Texas Antiquities Permit No.: 598

7. Published by the Center for Archaeological Research, The University of Texas at San Antonio, 6900 N. Loop
1604 W., San Antonio, Texas 78249-0658, 2001

A list of publications offered by the Center for Archaeological Research is available. Call (210) 458-4378; write
to the Center for Archaeological Research, The University of Texas at San Antonio, 6900 N. Loop 1604 W., San
Antonio, Texas 78249-0658; e-mail to car@lonestar.utsa.edu; or visit CAR’s web site at http://car.utsa.edu.


