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FRIENDS ©OF THE
Stephen F Aostin Stale University

ARBORET UM Deparzs=at of Agricwinere

FO Bga 13000
SFA Szate ﬂni!ﬁrtlt;
Nacogdoches, Texas T59&1

Frimnds o Lhe SFA Arboreteun Noveletter - Namber Dae -
Davld Creach = April, 19806

E!;uggugx;ga AND HISTORY
aleoms tn the fliezt I[maus of a aswslebtter rthat wshould

prove interwsting to plant lovers i ecast Texna, Moste
horticulturists are avare of the arboreteum cead im por ares
and shoald find satisfactlon Qs knowing that am effart is
anderway at Stephen T, Lastin State Tniversity in Nacoglochas,
Texan. Wa think that the arboretwuss Lo aé lées vhose time has
come, that the dttribares of &% arbareteus can only b an asssr
te the wolversity and the comsanity. There are s=ay precedenia
at @cadesis isstituctloms acyowa L% U.5. where sn arboretess
and walwersity esso-iation bas prospersd. The Serticulture
progres is, of course, & mataral parest For sech = project. The
valae of & wide range of plant siterisl fa the Landscape #8 =
teaching tosl 45 obvisas and eha “cwrstor” concepr (mrudents
aasigasd areas te devaiop and care for)imsmres at lesst some
part of thes anmaal =aigtosesce costw. The Hortlceltere program
focuses an plant propsgatios which ks swuch = Sig part of
arboreteos developsent. Im pice of the correal oniversily
econamliz realltles the idea of u unlveraity zrboretews Is golng
to praoceasd. The growth of tha arboresteusn deposds Lo & great
extent on class managesent spproaches af the reaching level amd
oubtside cnasitceent Erom Jdpporcers, Me favite youw ©o towr Che
geouads on May 9, 1966 as a part of & garden field day sad Lo
Joinm Lhie Friands associgtion.

[n eorly 1985, a small #lartup waE initlated Ln
Horglewlture that lavaelved the lundswcapling of the grodnds
femadintely wurrounding the Agricultural Euildint. Thim
ronavat lon bagan in  Septesber, 1985 and lavolved wmy Landscape
Plant Matwrlals class. The #tedddts apent 1 monkh destgnlng
landacape plan eandldates, argued and lobbied for theis
favoritem nnd Finrlly =scttled on n compromisa LChat pleaned
avery ane = peveral ldeas wers dncorporated imta the ane
"esrden”. This arsea 15 refecred ta as Phase T. The ates
involven & fenced porilon of the grounds Fus: ismediately to
the wouths af the Apjrizeltoare Uolldiag. The Fence and wisterias
Inden arbor were boile by Mr. Bill Kiewit three or four years



age ah a problemn course, He also plamted about 100 A1fferent
woody oraamental akrubs in rowa, ygrouped according to plant
sige. These oriplues] shrabs vere o donatios froe Creealesf
Narsery Company, E1 Campo, Texas - one of the largest contaiaer
murseries io the pomth. Thenk yeu, Girady Vadsworth! Bill alse
iastalied a simple sprinkler arstes that kept che édciginal
shruba alive durisg sSusmer irn-litl‘ The visteria laden arbar
defines the southwest corner of the garden, Specimen ahrubs are
now placed in curvilinwar alightly ralped bods dafined by stwel
edging, The alruba woere tranaplunted Laoto place after having
bean dug Lo the winter and heeledl {n  the ashade housm. Thoy
représent the weody ornomental collection that cccuppied the
site prior ta this revevation. Thowe ahrubs wers placed in
soldlerly rows (weefol for fdestifilcation and propagacion
exercises) that studeats ridicaled as "sgly”. The present goal
is to display & wide array of diverse plant material =properly
Labelad and napped = and o prosent It 1g sowe sort of tasteful
fors. The Phase I garden has at Lts center a formal "box "
garden that will be wewsed as s petunla wvariety floral display
untfl the woody speclmens are decilded wpen, planced nnd
establliabed. Phase TI Involves Ehat area just to the lmnediate
S5outh of the fence and ground wan broken on this area in
Februury, 1986, The central feature of thia garden are six
ralaed beds that dinvolve treated lumber retaining walls mnd
substantial waad and bark backfill. Ve intend Lo centar thean
beds with speciees Creps syrtles for s vivid summer display on
chis slope thet faces the besr tatrsmural Cields. Crepe ayprtles
make eicellent candideten for a filtered shade ar=a to ii:{llr
san loviag ansuals. TYou are floavited w0 tour Ethe facilliy
anytise oa your own and are also urged to sttead a gacrden Field
day May 9, 1986 | PH to dark. By then ner sensal flovecrs showld
be worth viewing. Aneuals are to be wsed to 111 the spaces pot
oczupplad by woody landscape plantw. Parking st the facllity on
s Swturday or Sunday 1is convenlenr and directly across the
strest froa tha gardens. Pleases leave oaly lootprinte and enjoy
the display!

Ve have roceived & geoerows wsapply of landscape plaat
asterinlas, Weresries LSase applavded the ILdea of a botanfical
gardes anlyervity caapus associatios, The garden alrsady
contaliss & gredt wealth of represesrutive plascs, The oh =m0
common woodied that grace oaf wsoutlhern landscaped are well
rapfadented, We have plans to Aisplay over 20 wvarlekies of
creps myrtle - [ = with plant heighte 'l#rinF
from leas than to wonsters Chal; wltimately resch 50
{Basham's Party Piok) If the jpruning loppérs sre kept at a
distance! We aheuld Hbave over @ dosten Vihornums represenied
well, The Tevanw Sage wvurleiles -Leuc Eg:llgl | § - Eain
Claad, Crees Clawd, «wd White Clowil e=scircle am excellenst
apecissn Taopan, lles 13]1%5555_14 the £yoat Sed that sezves 4
the spizauce ta Ehe gar - Thar Tront bed s ring=d by
soldlered railroad rties dodated by Southers Pacifiec - very
tough om cheln #aws! - apd really sets the aree off. This
maltintem, heavily Serried specised ls almost 20 " tell and the



Bl and hurtap job  was done by Mr. Jon Andersuvn, former liort
wtudont st SFA - oow In che BEN spocimen plant businemm. The
Yaupon was found wm Ehe old Hlgger farm nedr Shelbyville,
Tesus, Thanksa, Jon, for che effort and thim gensrons donation.
A atudent of mine, Alsw Yare, speat several hears praning the
laafy twigs prior to gestly z=ttiag the wamaive root ball ims
the grownd. Thaok=s, Alaa? The sign located in the centar of
that bed wannognces the SFA BORTICULTURAL CARDENE, the cut omt
veatern lstters designed with the help of the art department.
The aiga =as built by Mr, Gary Nisr, a former gradeoats student
of mine, now 3 Technician at the Teras Agriculteral Research
and Mriension Cencer, Ovserton, Texas. Thanks, Gary!

We have n good number of uncenwen plants that might have
merit T loeal landsi wpes. The natlve planta of wesk Texas
thought o have Lapdscape valuoe hy Lynn Lowrey, Bempy Simpaan,
and obther nefive plantw of Texna proponents have found o home
i our pardon, Lone Star MNersery in Sam Antonlo, Texas
generously dosated aboot 30 containerized wpecimens fur our
arhorefeus and they sre Just pashing aow pushing leaves. Thank
gou, Agnes Hobbard, at Lone Star! Contalnerized FPlants loc at
Brechan, Tesnd gave ve a good price an about B0 contalterized
plamts. My atudents mre also oved o debt of gretitude fur the
long Tosd trips they Mave made to retrieve these plants. A good
rupresentntion of herbaceous perennials have found thelr spoc
in Bed B - Just iaside the feace, Teras bluehonnste, leiru!
Salyla specier, Eugutﬁll higpida, and a Mexleco marigold,

Ii!!tﬂ! lemondd are pushing vigorouwly wsfrer this mild winter,
A Texas woountaln laurml, e

ma%li.umum. looks 1llke it
has adapred woell, Tn  fed there are over 2 speclen
ropresented, with annuals used as filler this inicisl year.

¥e encowrage you to attend ouwr Garden Day May 9, 1986. We
will distribute maps that locate and describe the anoual
flowering varlieties teoted zad the permsnent weody shrubs and
vimes that wo have plmpated this wpring. Is wedditzon, labeled
atakes will help goide aur sisitosrs through the collectioe. Ve
are certaio ther our firer wvisitors will anderstsand that this
gardem effort 1is swolviag and ifee final shape depends to a
grest =xtent on the committmeat of local support - private and
commercial., The prefect has coat EI000 Lo date. Materials
purchased 4nclode 200 yards of top soll for rolsed bads,
landscape timbers, stenl edging, treated lumber for the ralsed
bedn in Phase [I, brick for the bricked area under the wisteria
arhor, some plant wpeciveds, seed for the asannal [Iloveriag
varleties, avd other odds and ends that we have found it
necescsary to purchase tn reach this stage of developoest. All
of the lsbor to date has coae from students with 3 substastial
portiso #f 4% from volwnteer “work™ parties (n the altersooas,
Oae work stody stedent hoas bees ssvigned some duties iz the
construction srages. We have 3l3o porchased cthe matesrials for a
raised deck and besches to be added (v the nest fev wonths, The
sonies for this project te date has come from herticulture club
wales, Ffrom o $2000 funded Howston Livestock Show and Rodeo
prapomsal, onl from ameveral donors whe have an intereat in
snning rhis project grow la aize aud visihilicy.



GOALS

What are the objectives of the arboreteun? The "Friends™
of the Arboreteua will have a lot to say about just wvhat
direction the arborcteua takes. Let's lock at some of the
functioms that Lhe garden can take on.

l. Provide a display garden of the cosmscan and arcesson
landscape plants used {n mast Texas today. This would allow
hossosners to coapare tree, shrob, and vine wvarietlies side by
side before deciding oa their final selecrion. We will have
digplaved over 20 crepe ayrtles beiore the year is out! Red,
lavender, purples, and vhite's, and a pink and white peppersiar
variety, =ssall to large. These compariszons are valusble to
homeowners, nurserymen, and local builders, An arboreteum
implies diversity and voody species and sose sacrifices 1
"desiga™ concepts. That is, it is often necessary for design to
utiltze repition to schleve grace. An arboreteaum is constantly
fighting the "helter-skelter"™ disease! My conversations with
other university colleagues 1in other states has led me to
believe thut one ghould just proceed, guit worrying, and plant
with the best design concepts that can be integrated inte the
project,

2, The arboreteum can proyide valuable adaptatlon data on
plants that "might" have a place in east Texas landscapes, The
Texas mountain laurel 18 n henutlful small tree - will it grow
here? We shall find out. Botanical gardena are npatural
adaptation experiments. Nurseryman can see up close new
varieties that might have » place in their production plans,
More demanding coasumers, conaumers that ask for particular
varieties — = these ware the kind of consuomers that can affect
change to what retail nurseries gffer.

3. The teaching function of an arboreteum {s obvious. It
can be a tool utilized In o number of departsents. Forestry and
Biology will benefit from o diverse collection of plant
materials - plant materials that students should be exposed to.
Ar arboreteum facilitates propagation research by providing
enough cutticgs to undertake an experiment of decent size. The
assocliation of an arboreteus with the Horticulture progras ls,
of ¢course, & natural. The existing excelleat greenhouse
facilities, a 40" I 40' shadebouse, headhouse, and motivated
students that would be “right anext door™ teo the gardens s
further testisony to the worth of this project. As arboreteus
that involves the "curator™ concept canm teach students hov te
take care of plansts and how to landscape.

4. Kacogdoches sorely needs a serious leok at (ts
devalopaent. Aa arboreteem here should imply histery . . . and
taste and scathern culture. [ suspect that a & to B acre
university arboreteus with 4000 taxa im w@molched bed displays
vould be an excellent ¢alling card for our city. We have a



rollection af 15 antigque rese varieties donated by the Antigue
Rose Bmporivm, Brenham, Texze that we hope to have 1in place by
May, 1986 that should be a nilce toueh to the sesquicentennial
seagon, Thank you, Tommie Adams! The Antique Rose Eaporium
gpeciallizea in old rose varleties; varietiea that graced
landscapes throughout the Scuth aver 100 years ago. While they
often fall to put on the display of some modern hybrid teas -
the old varieties with their sesliler blooss and tougher
disposition add & greceful touch to any landscape. Some would
make excellent grouni cover candidates due to thelr prostrate
growth habits., We maintain that a well developed arboreteun
would be an asser te the pyniversity and the community,

FUNCTION OF THE NEWSLETTER
The newslistter will serve as the focal peint for

information dessiminatien that relates to the objfectires of the
srboreteus. I will list the plant scqaisitions as they ace sade
and keep the Friend= aware of arboreteva happenings, [ will
review gardening anid landscoping books that you might want for
vyour library. I wi1!1 =make comments on the progress of ocar
plants and let readers knov what's in bloom, vhat's not, what's
havedng a tough time and what's behaving like @ weed! Local
gardening talks and events will be publicized in  the
newsletter . The newsletter will adyvertize garden events puch as
"Plant Exchange"™ days - these have been very successful at
other wuniversity arboreteumas. We can also inform meabers vhen
excess rooted cuttings need o home! The nevsletrter wvill cowe
oat two to three times per year or aboul as often as this busy
horticulturist canm geot one out. The coat of the newsletter will
be $15 per yedatr and the monies generated will go to the SFA
arboreteum fund to sseist us in plant mequisitions and garden
development.,

WARM WINTER HEAUACHES

If you wre wondering what vhis mild winter is up to - you
are not alone, We hove received around 700 hours less tham 45
degrees fahcenheit thin winter - and many of our deciduous
fruit and arnemental trees would rather have 1000 or wmore. Take
a lovk ar your high ehilling apples and peaches. They have
failed to bloom normally for many local orchardists. The freese
of March lst caught ey of pur plants by aurprise. While my
gauge fell ta 24 degrees - others have reported damage at
higher temperatures. Farly blooming woodies and low chilling
fruit trees had many o bloom killed. Our neighbors to the west
recelved no damage that night — the Frederickaburg area didn't
even dip below 32! Fast Texas and Louisiasna appeared t¢ receiva
the stireagth al the cold hlast from the X¥orth, Our plancs were
very auscepribhle - they lacked goocd hardiness - becavse of the
exceedingly warm teaperatnres thst proceded the freeze. The
sucand freeze of March llst aslso brought froscty pockers to east
Texas that further veéduced the (ruit ecrop anid damaged opening
blooms




past. Perrer lurk noxt  year! Perbaps some of the parden elub
giembeFa cun dmprove onr prren Ehymb with thie apring bolbh?

Mooy T odentt koow Just what the insect picture ig going Lo
et Bome  cxperts Lhibni Lhat  Tosects ahould e worse haceuse
mgr e pestd Survive rhe mild overwintering pericd while nther
@xperts Liidnk that the jpreeddters of pests survive becter chuos
making for less trpublesome insects] Good yedr to study that! T
huve nobiced Ehat beob cateepillars appear Uo be a 1iccle more
evident, dphids dre ook sacly bubk  in thelr usual nusmbers this
apring., Time will kull.

BODES AND MAGAZINES

There are seyernl books that T find myself picking up marce
than sthers when I'm trying to chase down plant dnpformetion on
aur new collectien. Wyman's Cardening Encyclopedia by Dona bd
Wyman, Macmillan Puhlighing Co., New York ls a heavy L1200 pages
lang But it rarely lzcks a plankt description., It alsc defines
many A hortdicwltural practice mRnd should be ng the shelf of
every seriove gardenecr.

"Swnaat kew Weetern Garden Rook™ 1s a 312 pags, $14 .95
mugt ftor the serfows gardenetr. Tt cavérs 5000 differeat plants,
has 1200 clear line drawings and is ooe of my most weed books.
While thare are # lat af tropical and semitropical landscapa
planty eovered that would mot find a home in esst Texas, =6
many adapled Eypes arée descelbed that the book is & gold mine.
KN lot of tnfermation for the dellarc)

The Mailorder Aessacigbion of Nurserymen has Just published
n new book called "The Complete Guide to Gacdening by Maii.
This publicacfon can help youn find Jjust abopt any plant you
have in mind. There are 94 mailordar nurseries listed, aleag
with 550 gardenlng plants, seeds apd accessories available hy
mall, cross-indexed [or a Lotal of 5000 Idstings. [T you are
looking for acorces af uncosmmon landacape plasts, this Guide
will pur the plones right on your doarziep,. For your Cree copy,
sknd A& aslf addressed, bhusiness sirce (#10) envélape with 40
centA postage to the Matlorder Associntion af Nurgecpman, 210
Cartwright Boulevard, Dept. S, Massapequa Park, ¥Y 11762,

"Landscaping with Native Texas Plants" by Sally Wasowski
and Julle Ryan, Texas Moothly Press is a $23.95, 2313 page
dellghtfully preseated Lour through over 129 native plants of
Texns. Reautiful celor photographs and an insightful
description grace each &apocies, The book alse has & gond
history of the "native plants™ povesment, Contributions by Lymn
Lowrey and Benny Sizpson,

T am working on a Nursery |ist that specializes in rare
and uncemmon plants. | should Hhave it te the Friends in the the
next tew wmoaths.

PLANT ACOQUISITIORSE va Mapch 1085

Quarcus polymorphs Qoercus canbyl
fuercus grisca Salvia regla
Anlaniranthus insigalue Pauvhinia congeata

Salvia Larinacea Acer rubrum



lesmenia hispida

Sophora secuasdiclors

Chasmanthiom 1atifelis

Viburnom suspessan

Yib. dentatss

Myrosporus sSouSunul

Tazodium mucronntus

Prosopis glandu’osa

Aronla ardburifolia

Cercis canadensis mexicann

Ilox corouta "Burfordi™

Other Ilexes not yet planted

Louwcophyllum frutescens

Lageratroemia indlca
"Regal Red"

-te‘ll

"¥hice"

"Fiak"

"Catavba"™

"Conestoga™
*PFowhataa™

“Bashan's Party Piak"™
*Victor™

"Muskogee"”

Lapisus texeasis
Tagetes lesonil
Coral honeysuckle
¥ib. sudus

Vitis rotandifolis
Pistache texanus
Ungnadia speciosa
Tazedium nutans
Ttea virginiana
Tlex vomitoria
[lex craenata

Podocarpus macrophylla
Raphiolepia indica

Forsythia Beatrix Farrand

Hydrangea Nikke Blue
Improved ITrish Juniper
Kiyonai Juniper

L. indica varieties:
"William Toovey"
"Hardy Laveader"
"Laveader"™

"Carolina Beauty®
“Potesac”™

"Seainele”
"Tuscarora®™

“Near East™

Juniperus spp. - ve are still sortiang out awr
juniper collection — abowt 15 types froa the very
ssall prostrate types te the erect and columnar

varieties.
Pittosporus tobiras
Hihiscus syriaces
Pyracanthus koidzumi
Azalens
Nerfum oleander
Asiatle jasmine
Splrava
Achillen millifolium
Aqullegia hinckleyana
Callicarpa americana
Cupressus arizonica
Dposporus texang
Calllardia
Hiblscus cardiophyllus
Hibiscus 'Texas Star'
Ligustrus texanus
Ligustrum =iseasis wvariegata
Metasequola glyptostroboides
Nandisa domestica (sevaral)
Fenatemon baccharifelius
Fittasporym tobira Wheeleri
pleous crassifolia

Pitr, teblira variegats
Pinus thunbergi
Photinia frasert
Camellin spp.

Lirope and Mondo grass
Forsythia wpp.

Abelin grandiflora
Aesylus ﬂuvia

Ascyrum hypericoldes
Cortaderin uelloana
Cupressus memprevirens
Eleagnus macrophylla
Gordonia laslanthus
Ilex vomiteria nans
Iris spp (La. iris)
Gardenia radicans
Lonicera sempervirens
Myrica cerifera
Pavonia lasliopetala
Philadephss sp.
Policmenths longiflora
Yucca peadula



Eriobotrya Japonica Corasa florida

Spiteca buselidla crizpa Spizen prenifviia

Splrea recvissl na Spices pear, floraplesaap
Splren acguta Spirea snowmound

Spirea thonherpl Spirme van houtbedi
Viburnum alleghany Vib. burkwoodi

Vib. mohawk Vib. chesapeake

¥Vibh. opulus aterile Vib. plicatom "Mariesi1’
Vib. tow. plicatem cleyers japonica

We bave other placts 18 the shade bouse that sre mol orF
this list. Some plants we have secured from pursesy operation:
that specialize in liners - rooted cuttimgas in a swall 2" % 2'
. 3" deep plastic pot. We purchased flats of 48 liners/flat
from severnl of the liner norseriea that dot the Porest HI11,
Louisiana area, Mark Byers at Bysars Nursery, Huntsville,
Alabama helped ws (111 out pur Spirea, Vibearnum, a2nd Crepe
Myrtle collection. We will grow the=z in the shade bhouose this
fe=ar — plant seversl of ithea in Che arboretens thisz comiag
winter and then sell the reasinder am = Hort Clubd project.

Ia addition, e ars testisg this year a wide range of
annoal flowerimg plants. About a dozes varieties of wmarigold
are to he urtiliged from the super vtiny fLrench dwarfs to the
larger wvarieties like Jubilee. We Kave plepty of Potunis
varieries 1n the tent incleding #some new grandifloras from
Sakota sced company. In additicn, we have Nasturtiom, Sensatlon
Cosmo=, Dianthus, C(olews, Celosis, Four o'clocks, Zimnlas,
Portelaca, +variood morming glories, shasts dalsy, glorloss
dalsy, poppy, verbeoa, cthopbdecrgia, phlox =and others, My
Landscape Plant Materigls ciass haz bdeen divided fato &
"srogps=", weach grovp is respomsible For the anmual Fflavers
salected, their placement in the bed and their labeling to
iasure proper identificaticsn. All of the beds have been mulched
heavily with a wood chip/manure mulch that was given te s oy
Lhe Expasition Oenter. Thank yeu, Tony Weir! Hob Rogers,
Grounds, maw to it that the molch wag delivered eo the right
gpot and alse helped out with some 5SFA compost dump Eruck
loads. Visltors to the gerden will occcamsionally find ansael
groupings thet are lphelwd, for szsmple, "Perunia Unkaown™. All
this =esns is that w» studaat failed to write the varisty name,
thar the label was Jose, or the FIAT had two labels differeat
or mome obther disaster! We will have 5,000 plants set with most
identitied, Wildwood Nursery, east of Necogdoches on Highway 7
wam nAive enough to donate m few flate of their beddiog plant
produrtien for our gorden trials, Thanks, Tom! Should be a late
spripg teeat IE pother mature gronts us good growlng weather.
As phases | and Tl are planted » fimal catzloguing will be
developed and distributed to the members in early May..

GARDEN FIELD DAY Ma g; 15986

i Friday May 9, #Téﬁ 1 PM to 6PM - the public is
invited to view the SFA horticultural parden effort. A& hrief
Introdoction a little afrer 1 PM will be delivered to acgoainc
the "Friepds” of the SFA Arhoreteum with the accomplishments co

*H Ltl-iv—
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