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INTRODUCTION PRESENT

In order to manage the forested resources of East Texas, the quantification and qualification of those forest resources 1s Remotc?ly sensed data. can pr0v1(.le accurate information of forest resources on a more timely basis due to its high temporal
crucial resolution and synoptic perspective.

Timely and accurate information about East Texas forests is critical in managing the resources wisely. Remotely sensed data, which has been available since 1972, can provide an historical perspective of earth’s resources.

. : : ST o Remote sensing, in conjunction with field measurements, can provide forest composition maps, forest class age assessment
Proper forest resource assessment 1s crucial to the economic development and sustainability of East Texas communities.

and biometric measurements in a timely and repetitive manner.
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The East Texas Forest Inventory (ETFIL) 1s a pilot project to evaluate the use of remote sensing in determining the species
composition, health, age, extent, and fragmentation of the Deep East Texas forests.  When combined with intensive

The East Texas Forest Inventory (ETFI) is a pilot project to evaluate the use of remote sensing in determining the species N SAAY ground field surveys, the information collected by the ETFI project will provide a baseline for tracking forest cover.
composition, health, age, extent, and fragmentation of the Deep East Texas forests.  When combined with intensive . N d forest utilization, and forest management practices over time. This derived information will then be vused to "step-back” in
ground field surveys, the information collected by the ETFI project will provide a baseline for tracking forest cover, : 3 time, in five year intervals. to evaluate forest extent and trends.

forest utihization, and forest management practices over time. This derived information will then be wsed to "step-back” in
time, in five year intervals, to evaluate forest extent and trends.
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The first step was to remove all non-Torested areas. This included identifying water, transportation, urban, bare-ground,
pastures, and grass lands. The non-forested areas were removed leaving only the study area forests. The second
step of the image analysis required the identification of pine, hardwood, and mixed forest types. As the right map

it e Fedh _ i o - _ r A gt R ka R bl o b [ : Tha shows, these areas were then quantified by county to reveal the forest composition and geographical extent of the
shows, these areas were then quantified by mm?ly to reveal the qresi a,mppasnmnland .n‘.,,fef:-graphual &m;nl of the 1 : . o 5 - i, - 8 L : 7 cover tvpes. As the ground survey data is acquired and the satellite and field data is verified, the data will become
cover types. As the ground survey data is acquired and the satellite and field data is venified, the data will become [ 9 R it ‘ ¥ = o Ly % i o i = e A e e e s

available through the FRI web site at http://fri.sfasu.edul. s i el bl y 2 TE e, 2 W avallable through the ehs http:/ffri.sfasu.edu/.
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