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Good, I said. Three. Three written, three
in symbol form. Each version of "three" took its
place beside the flat, round zero.

Three is the Trinity, the boy said. I like
three best. )

Yes, I said, as if sensing for the first time
blood coursing through my veins. Yes, and Neptune's
trident. Now the symbols and images began to accumu-
late. Three prongs, a man's bearded face, a dove.
But at the center, the disturbing nullifier - the
flat, round zero.

Three goddesses and the apple, I said. Three
women, I said to Agustin, animated and at the edge
of my seat. Do you see them?

No, he said. But I see the apple. I'm hungry.
So I see the apple.

He reached into his "mochila" and pulled out
an apple. It was a sphere. I stared at it hard.

A sphere. The zero in my head began to inflate,
bulge, turn colors, grow flesh. I watched as Agustin
peeled it, the golden skin first. The zero was moist
and white inside, darkened here and there with age
spots.

And with the sphere died the zero and with the
apple died my fear for nothing was absolute and life
was not predicated on Truth but on little, knowable
truths, which, as time would tell, I learned from
scratch with Agustin.

by MELISSA JEANNE MILLER
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